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NORTHAMPTON COUNTY 

REGULAR SESSION 

March 7, 2016 
 

Be It Remembered that the Board of Commissioners of Northampton County met on March 7, 

2016 with the following present:  Fannie Greene, Joseph Barrett, Chester Deloatch, Virginia 

Spruill, and Robert Carter  

    

Others Present:  Kimberly Turner, Scott McKellar, and Michelle Nelson 

 

Agenda Work Session:  

 

A 10-minute work session was held to discuss today’s agenda items. Chairwoman Greene called 

upon County Manager Kimberly Turner for input. Ms. Turner had no changes. 

 

Regular Session: 

 

Chairwoman Greene called the meeting to order, welcomed everyone, and announced when 

citizens could make comments. Commissioner Carter gave the Invocation, and the Pledge of 

Allegiance was recited.   

 

Commissioner Carter announced that the student representative was present. Chairwoman 

Greene thanked Ms. Putney (school counselor) for her participation and the representative, 

Sterling Vaughan introduced himself.  

 

Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes for February 17, 2016: 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Virginia Spruill to approve the 

Regular Meeting Minutes for February 17, 2016.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  

Motion carried. 

 

Approval of Regular Session Minutes for February 25, 2016: 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Chester Deloatch to approve the 

Special Meeting Minutes for February 25, 2016.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  

Motion carried. 

 

Approval of Agenda for March 7, 2016: 

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Joseph Barrett that the agenda for today’s 

meeting, March 7, 2016 be adopted.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

CDBG General Public Hearing: 

 

Chairwoman Greene recessed regular session to enter into a public hearing. 

 

Mr. Gary Brown, EDC Director, appeared before the Board to conduct a public hearing to 

provide notice that Northampton County anticipates participating in the North Carolina 

Community Development Block Grant Program during SFY 2016; to generally describe the 
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potential range of potential participation, and to solicit public comments related to the County’s 

participation in the CDBG program. 

 

Mr. Brown noted that this public hearing was advertised in the Roanoke Rapids Daily Herald on 

February 23, 2016, and he requested that the information paper along with the three-page 

summary document be entered into the record and recorded in the minutes as presented.  

 

Chairwoman Greene called for questions from the audience. 

 

None were heard. 

 

Chairwoman Greene closed the public hearing to enter into regular session. 

 

 

 

PLEASE SEE SCANNED DOCUMENTS WHICH ARE 

HEREBY MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES:  
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Squire Acres: 

 

Ms. Vivian King-Jackson, a citizen of Gaston, appeared before the Board with her concerns 

about her road in Squire Acres. She mentioned that it’s been almost three years before she last 

came to the Board, and 20 years that she’s been trying to get her road paved. She asked what the 

Board was going to do about Squire Road, so that she and the other residents can decide what 

they need to do. She passed out some information to the Board on what has been discussed so 

far, and pictures of Squire Road.  

 

Chairwoman Greene stated that they’ve revisited this issue for some time. They’ve talked with 

the State about this, and they are looking into finding some money to help with the road. Ms. 

Turner stated that we don’t have the funding to get this road into compliance, but we’ve been 

working with Representative Wray and Senator Smith-Ingram to get some discretionary funds 

from the State. She’s also talked with a representative from the Governor’s office about Squire 

Road.  

 

Scott Emory from DOT was present. He said he would be glad to look at this situation to see 

what they could do. He also stated that her road meets all the criteria as far as getting on the State 

system except for utility issues and drainage improvements to get it up to minimum standards. 

Chairwoman Greene stated that she read that DOT would accept this road, but the County would 

have to fund it. Mr. Emory confirmed this was correct.  

 

 

 

 

PLEASE SEE SCANNED DOCUMENTS WHICH ARE 

HEREBY MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES:  
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Auditor’s Report, Budget Amendments, and Contract Renewal for Pitney Bowes: 

 

Ms. Leslie Edwards, Finance Officer, introduced Ms. Kari Dunlap with Martin, Starnes, and 

Associates to present the Auditor’s Report. Ms. Dunlap thanked the Board for allowing Martin, 

Starnes to be their auditors again this year. She is presenting the 2015 Audited Financial 

Statements. She noted that the report has not been sent to the LGC yet, but they expect it will be 

submitted this week. 

 

Ms. Edwards also presented Budget Amendments 28-31.  

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Robert Carter to approve Budget 

Amendments 28-31.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Ms. Edwards also appeared before the Board to seek approval to renew contracts with Pitney 

Bowes for DSS, the Health Department, Public Works, and the Finance Department. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Virginia Spruill to approve the contract 

for DSS services between Pitney Bowes and DSS.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  

Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Chester Deloatch to approve the Health 

Department contract for $1,128 per quarter.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Virginia Spruill that the contract between 

Pitney Bowes and Public Works be adopted.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Chester Deloatch that the contract 

between Finance and Pitney Bowes be adopted.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  

Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE SEE SCANNED DOCUMENTS WHICH ARE 

HEREBY MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES:  
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Trillium Health Resources Agreement: 

 

Mr. James Roberts, Recreation Director, appeared before the Board to seek their approval to 

enter into an Inclusive Playground Agreement with Trillium Health Resources. 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Chester Deloatch to approve the 

Trillium contract as presented.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

PLEASE SEE SCANNED DOCUMENTS WHICH ARE 
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Appointment to Home and Community Care Block Grant Advisory Council: 

 

Mrs. Joslyn Reagor, Office on Aging Director, appeared before the Board to obtain their 

approval of recommendation for the Northampton County Home and Community Care Block 

Grant Advisory Council in the case of Mrs. Vivian Flythe Hunter and Mr. Thomas Marrow. 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Virginia Spruill that the Board of 

Commissioners approve the recommendation of both Mrs. Vivian Flythe Hunter and Mr. 

Thomas Marrow to be appointed to the Home and Community Care Block Grant Advisory 

Council.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

PLEASE SEE SCANNED DOCUMENTS WHICH ARE 

HEREBY MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES:  
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Introduction of New Employee and Electronic Recycling Service Agreement: 

 

Mr. Jason Morris, Public Works Director, appeared before the Board to obtain approval of a 

service agreement proposal for Electronic Recycling. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Virginia Spruill to approve the contract 

with Northampton County and Synergy for recycling.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  

Motion carried. 

 

Mr. Morris also introduced Mr. Shaquille Taylor, a new employee with the Buildings and 

Grounds department.  

 

Chairwoman Greene asked Mr. Morris about the inmate labor and how it’s working out. Mr. 

Morris replied that they have not utilized the State prison contract. They are currently still able to 

use the inmates from the jail. They haven’t had the need for it yet. 

 

 

 

PLEASE SEE SCANNED DOCUMENTS WHICH ARE 
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Ad Valorem Tax Appeals and Present Use Application: 

 

Mrs. Cathy Allen, Tax Administrator, appeared before the Board to obtain approval to release or 

refund Ad Valorem taxes assessed in the amount of $191.83 on three appeals. 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Robert Carter that the Board approve the 

release or refund of Ad Valorem taxes assessed on $191.83 on these three appeals.  Question 

Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Mrs. Allen also asked to obtain approval of the attached list of late Present Use Applications 

submitted due to a transfer of property, when the application meets all requirements of General 

Statute 105-277. This property was transferred from one lineal individual to another lineal 

individual. There is one application which consists of two parcels: 09-02243 and 09-02244 for 

Sandra L. and Thomas H. Sperry. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Virginia Spruill to approve the late 

Present Use application on parcels so delineated for 2015.  Question Called:  All present voting 

yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Budget Formulation and Planning Guidance, Architectural Services Contract, Planning 

Board Letter, In Rem Tax Foreclosure Information, and Management Matters: 

 

Ms. Kimberly Turner, County Manager, appeared before the Board with the FY 16-17 Budget 

Formulation and Planning Guidance. Under the County Manager Recommendation, this is the 

guidance provided to the Department Heads and the school system in how to plan their budget 

for Fiscal Year 16-17. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Virginia Spruill to approve the Budget 

Formulation and Planning Guidance for 16-17 submitted by the County Manager.  Question 

Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Ms. Turner also asked to obtain the Board’s approval to enter into a contract for architectural 

services with Surapon Sujjavanich, Architect, P.A. for the Old DSS Building Renovation Project. 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Robert Carter to enter into a contract 

with Surapon Sujjavanich Architect, P.A. for architectural services for the Old DSS building 

Renovation Project/Multi-Needs Project.  Question Called:  yes (Commissioners Spruill, 

Carter, and Greene); no (Commissioners Barrett and Deloatch).  Motion carried. 

 

Ms. Turner presented a letter she received from the Planning Board where they are requesting the 

Commissioners to appoint three new members to unfilled seats on the Board. Members are 

needed from District 2 and District 3. Ms. Turner mentioned that there has already been a 

selection from the Economic Development Commission. Commissioner Spruill asked if she 

could wait until the Commissioners/Mayors meeting to give her selection. 

 

Finally, Ms. Turner presented information on the new process used to collect delinquent taxes 

that she told the Board she would have for them at the last Commissioners’ meeting. She noted 

that she met with the Tax Collectors, Tax Administrator, and the Sheriff to begin the In Rem Tax 

Foreclosure process. Northampton County is now using both methods of foreclosures through 
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two processes. The County Attorney is handling the mortgage style foreclosures, and the Tax 

Collector along with Lieutenant Hawkins and the Tax Administrator are handling the In Rem 

foreclosure process.  

 

 

 

PLEASE SEE SCANNED DOCUMENTS WHICH ARE 
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Citizens/Board Comments: 

 

Chairwoman Greene called for Citizens Comments. 

 

Mr. Jack Saunders passed out a letter from the Lake Gaston Association President concerning 

their interest items to consider for the annual budget process. He also made comments on the 

Public Forum held in Lake Gaston last week regarding the Supplemental Tax. Mr. Saunders felt 

that some of the questions were answered by saying that the State laws are different for Public 

Schools in general and Charter schools. Mr. Saunders contacted the Department of Insurance in 

Raleigh and found there were no differences in what could be done per square foot in Public 

schools and Public Charter schools. He also made a comment that the justification as to why the 

tax should be passed, failed. 

 

Mr. Tim Hollowell asked a question in reference to a matter that the County Manager brought up 

about renovating the Old DSS building. He wanted to know how the building will be used. Ms. 

Turner replied that it will house our administration offices: County Manager’s office, Finance 

office, Veteran’s office, Office on Aging, Commissioners’ Room, and Human Resources.    

 

Chairwoman Greene reminded everyone that there is a Five-County Forum coming up next 

week. She will be in attendance along with Vice-Chairman Barrett, and the County Manager. 

She will bring back a report at the next meeting. 

 

Chairwoman Greene asked the student representative, Sterling Vaughan to make comments. He 

had several questions for the Board about the matters of today’s meeting.  

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Virginia Spruill to adjourn.  Question 

Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Closed Session G.S. 143-318.11(a)(4) and G.S. 143-318.11(a)(3): 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Robert Carter to recess regular 

session.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Chester Deloatch enter into closed 

session for the purpose of G.S. 143-318.11(a)(4) and G.S. 143-318.11(a)(3).  Question Called:  

All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Virginia Spruill to adjourn.  Question 

Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

       

Michelle Nelson, Clerk to the Board 

“r.m. 03-07-16” 


