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NORTHAMPTON COUNTY 

REGULAR SESSION 

April 21, 2014 
 

Be It Remembered that the Board of Commissioners of Northampton County met on April 

21, 2014 with the following present:  Robert Carter, Fannie Greene, Virginia Spruill, 

Chester Deloatch, and Joseph Barrett 

 

Others Present:  Kimberly Turner and Michelle Nelson 

 

Absent:  Charles Vaughan 

 

Agenda Work Session:  

 

A 10-minute work session was held to discuss today’s agenda items.  The following changes 

were made to the agenda: 

 

 Tab 3- Add: Approval of Closed Session Minutes for April 16, 2014. 

 Tab 12- Add item number four: Mike Scott, PRO, Approval of CDBG Compliance 

Documents. 

 

Regular Session: 

 

Chairman Carter called the meeting to order, welcomed everyone, and announced when citizens 

could make comments.  

 

Vice-Chairwoman Greene delivered the Invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

Approval of Regular Session Minutes for April 7, 2014: 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Virginia Spruill to approve the 

Regular Session Minutes for April 7, 2014.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Approval of Closed Session Minutes for April 7, 2014: 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Chester Deloatch to approve the Closed 

Session Minutes for April 7, 2014.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Approval of Special Called Meeting Minutes for April 16, 2014: 

 

A motion was made by Fannie Greene and seconded by Joseph Barrett to approve the Special 

Called Meeting Minutes for April 16, 2014.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion 

carried. 
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Approval of Closed Session Minutes for April 16, 2014: 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Fannie Greene to approve the Closed 

Session Minutes for April 16, 2014.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Approval of Agenda for April 21, 2014: 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Virginia Spruill to approve the agenda 

with amended changes.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Roanoke-Chowan Community College Progress Report and 2014-15 Budget Request: 

 

Dr. Michael Elam, President of R-CCC, appeared before the Board to present a summary of 

programs at Roanoke-Chowan Community College, and to discuss the College’s 2014-15 budget 

request.  
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Budget Amendments: 

 

Mrs. Dot Vick, Finance Officer, appeared before the Board to obtain approval of journal entry 

numbers 53-56. 

 

Mrs. Vick pointed out on journal entry number 55, that she would have to take the fees from 

Contingency for an inmate’s medical bills. Mr. Carter had a question about the County’s 

insurance, and why it does not cover inmates. Mr. Carter also asked if the State would pay this 

expense. 

 

Mrs. Vick stated that our insurance does not pay. This expense has to be budgeted through the 

jail’s budget. It is a Northampton County expense. The State does not pay for this unless the 

County is holding a State prisoner. 

 

Mr. Carter asked if Interim County Manager Kimberly Turner would research an insurance 

company or policy that would cover inmates’ medical expenses. 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Virginia Spruill to adopt budget 

amendments 53-56.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 
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FY13 Financial Report: 

 

Ms. Cassie Wilson, Auditor of Martin Starnes and Associates, appeared before the Board to 

present the 2013 Audited Financial Statements.  

 

Ms. Wilson discussed some of the financial highlights, including information on fund balance 

and current year revenues and expenditures. 
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Presentation of Award: 

 

Mr. Eddie Buffaloe, Jr., Chief of Police for Elizabeth City Police Department, came before the 

Board to present an award and letter of appreciation to Deputy Ikeisha Jacobs. Deputy Jacobs 

assisted in an undercover operation, which yielded the arrests of twenty-one people charged with 

various felonious drug offenses. 

 

Ad Valorem DMV Refunds Approval, Appeal of Removal of Present Use Valuation, and 

Appeal of Rollback Tax Bills: 

 

Mrs. Cathy Allen, Tax Administrator, appeared before the Board to obtain approval to release 

Ad Valorem taxes in the amount of $1,120.28 on fifteen appeals.  

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Fannie Greene to approve the request to 

release or refund Ad Valorem taxes submitted herewith for the amounts and reasons stated on the 

listing.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Mrs. Allen also asked the Board for their action concerning the removal of present use valuation 

on parcel 13-01115 owned by Katherine S. Robinson.  

 

Ms. Katherine Robinson came before the Board to speak and presented documents to plead her 

case on the removal of present use valuation on this particular parcel. 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill to deny Katherine Robinson’s appeal. Question Called:  

3 yes (Commissioners Barrett, Spruill, and Carter), 2 no (Commissioners Greene and 

Deloatch).  Motion carried. 

 

Mrs. Allen also asked the Board for their action concerning roll back bills on parcels 09-00215, 

09-01826 and 13-00225 owned by RGS Properties, Inc.  

 

Mrs. Betty Doughtie, representative for RGS Properties, Inc., appeared before the Board and 

stated that she never received the letters about the audit, but did receive a second set of tax bills 

which prompted her attention to this matter.  

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill to deny the appeal to release rollback bills on parcels 09-

00215, 09-01826, and 13-00225. Question Called:  4 yes (Commissioners Barrett, Spruill, 

Carter and Greene), 1 no (Commissioner Deloatch).  Motion carried. 

 

Mrs. Allen also asked the Board for their action concerning roll back bills on parcel 06-02186 

owned by New Tree Farm, LLC.  

 

Mr. Uli Bennewitz, who manages the parcel on behalf of New Tree Farm, LLC, appeared before 

the Board. He stated that he sent the request to the owners who live in Italy and didn’t receive a 

response. Mr. Bennewitz filled out the form and sent it for a signature. The owners sent it back 

after the appeal deadline. Mr. Bennewitz admitted that he missed the deadline to file the appeal. 
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A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Virginia Spruill to deny the appeal to 

release rollback bills on parcel 06-02186. Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Mrs. Allen also asked the Board for their action concerning roll back bills on parcel 03-01947 

owned by Margaret J. Odom.  

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Virginia Spruill to deny the appeal to 

release rollback bills on parcel 03-01947 Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Mrs. Allen also asked the Board for their action concerning roll back bills on parcel 06-01715 

owned by R.A. Jr. and Jane E. Newsome.  

 

Mr. Buddy Jones, the Newsomes’ lawyer was present, and stated that they never received the 

original audit letter, but did receive the second notice which prompted their attention to this 

matter.  

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill to deny the appeal to release rollback bills on parcel 06-

01715.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Public Works Contract, Triple P Contract, Position Upgrades, and Public Health Month 

Proclamation: 

 

Mr. John White, Acting Health Director, appeared before the Board to seek approval for a rate 

increase in the recurring contract between Public Works and Northampton County Health 

Department for commercial drivers’ medical physicals. 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Virginia Spruill to approve the rate 

increase from $196.00 to $200.00 in the recurring contract between Public Works and the 

Northampton County Health Department for commercial drivers’ medical physicals to be 

effective on April 30, 2014.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Mr. White also asked the Board’s approval for the revision of the Memorandum of Agreement 

with the Halifax County Health Department for the purpose of providing the Positive Parenting 

Program (Triple P) to parents and children. 

 

A motion was made by Fannie Greene and seconded by Virginia Spruill to approve the revised 

Memorandum of Agreement with Halifax County Health Department for the purpose of 

providing the Triple P program services.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Mr. White also asked for the Board’s approval to consider a salary increase for two employees 

whose job responsibilities have significantly increased. 

 

Mr. White mentioned that the Health Department has given their approval, and the Finance 

Officer has concurred, but the Interim County Manager did not concur the decision. 
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Mr. Carter asked Ms. Turner the reason she non-concurred. According to Ms. Turner, there is a 

process to reclassify and upgrade salaries. This process was not open for any employee this year. 

Ms. Turner made the decision to non-concur because an upgrade that was not made available for 

all employees would not be fair. 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Joseph Barrett, that the Health 

Department follow the policy which reflects salary upgrades.  Question Called:  All present 

voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Mr. White also asked the Board to approve the adoption of the Public Health Month 2014 

Proclamation. 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Virginia Spruill to recommend the 

approval of the Public Health Month 2014 Proclamation.  Question Called:  All present voting 

yes.  Motion carried. 
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Utility Relocation Agreement for Maggett Lane, Water/Sewer Tap Fees and Equipment 

Rates, and Solid Waste – Disposal Fees at Landfill: 

 

Mr. Jason Morris, Director of Public Works, appeared before the Board to obtain approval for a 

Utility Relocation Agreement with NCDOT to relocate an existing water main for the NC State 

Highway Project 1C.066048. 

 

Mr. Morris would like to award the contract to the second bidder listed, Herring & Rivenbark, 

Inc. to complete this project, because the top bidder is unable to obtain materials to perform the 

work in a timely manner.  

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Joseph Barrett to approve the public 

works request to award the contract to Herring and Rivenbark, Inc. in the amount of $17,250.00, 

and to recommend that the Board approve the Utility Relocation Agreement for NC State 

Highway Project 1C.006048.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Mr. Morris also asked to obtain approval of the Board for an increase in fees to be attached to 

current Rules and Regulations for the Northampton County Public Works Department. 

 

A motion was made by Fannie Greene and seconded by Virginia Spruill to approve the Public 

Works Department increase in the fees as shown on the attachment and incorporated in the 

Public Work Department’s rules and regulations effective May 1, 2014.  Question Called:  All 

present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Mr. Morris also asked to obtain approval of the Board for disposal and other associated fees 

within the Solid Waste Division. 

 

The Solid Waste Tipping Fee (effective May 1, 2014) will increase from $57.00 per ton to 

$68.00 per ton.  

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Virginia Spruill to support Mr. Morris’ 

recommendation.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 
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Agreement for Consulting Services, Resolution for Lake Gaston Cleanup Day 2014, and 

Management Matters: 

 

Ms. Kimberly Turner, Interim County Manager, appeared before the Board to obtain approval 

for an agreement between Northampton County and Johnson Personnel Consulting, Inc. Ms. 

Turner recommends that the Board approve the agreement. Johnson Personnel Consulting, Inc. 

has worked with the county for many years and is very reputable in her opinion. 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill to approve the agreement with Johnson Personnel 

Consulting, Inc. for services as described; that the funding for these services be paid from the 

Human Resources Department, and with any excess utilized by the Department of Social 

Services and Health Department be paid from their departments’ budgets.  Question Called:  All 

present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Ms. Turner also asked the Board for approval to adopt a Resolution for Take Pride in Lake 

Gaston Clean-up Day 2014. 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Fannie Greene to adopt the Resolution 

for Take Pride in Lake Gaston Clean-up Day 2014. Question Called:  All present voting yes.  

Motion carried. 

 

Ms. Turner also asked the Board for approval to adopt a Resolution for Mutual Assistance with 

Other Law Enforcement Agencies. 

 

County Attorney Vaughan prepared this resolution as agreed to by the Board and Sheriff Jack 

Smith. 

 

A motion was made by Fannie Greene and seconded by Chester Deloatch to adopt the 

Resolution for Mutual Assistance with Other Law Enforcement Agencies. Question Called:  All 

present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Ms. Turner also asked the Board to adopt a Proclamation for Mrs. Nellie Jackson, a citizen of 

Northampton County who will be turning 100 years old on May 3, 2014. 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Virginia Spruill to adopt the 

Proclamation. Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Ms. Turner requested that the Board hold a work session after the May 5
th

 regular session to 

discuss the health insurance proposals.  

 

There was a general consensus from the Board to hold the work session on May 5
th

. 
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CDBG Compliance Documents: 

 

Mr. Mike Scott, PRO, appeared before the Board to obtain approval of several CDBG 

compliance documents to submit with the CDBG Infrastructure Application to upgrade the 

Garysburg Sewer System. Mr. Scott submitted and asked for the approval of five documents: a 

Conflict of Interest Checklist Certification, a Language Access Plan, a Citizen Participation Plan, 

a Residential Anti-Displacement and Relocation Assistance Plan, and an Equal Employment and 

Procurement Plan. 

 

A motion was made by Fannie Greene and seconded by Chester Deloatch to adopt the aforesaid 

documents that were mentioned. Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 
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Citizens/Board Comments: 

 

Mr. Carter called for citizens comments.  

 

Mr. Doug Hughes made a comment thanking the Board for the Resolution in Support of the Take 

Pride in Lake Gaston Clean-up Day 2014.  

 

Mr. Hughes discussed the weed control budget. He mentioned that Northampton County will be 

contributing the least amount of budget funding. 

 

Mr. Carter called for Board comments.  

 

Vice-Chairwoman Fannie Greene reminded everyone of the Mock Commissioners’ Meeting at 

9:00 a.m. on April 22, 2014, and asked that the Commissioners attend. 

 

Vice-Chairwoman Greene also voiced her concern about a beautification issue. There is an area 

off of I-95 coming into Northampton County, where trucks are being repaired. She mentioned 

that it was an eyesore, and wanted to know what could be done about moving the trucks. She 

mentioned that there is an ordinance, and supposedly the company that owns this land is in 

compliance. Ms. Kimberly Turner will research the matter further. 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Fannie Greene to adjourn.  Question 

Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

       

Michelle Nelson, Clerk to the Board 

 

“r.m. 04-21-14” 


