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NORTHAMPTON COUNTY 

REGULAR SESSION 

May 5, 2014 
 

Be It Remembered that the Board of Commissioners of Northampton County met on May 

5, 2014 with the following present:  Robert Carter, Fannie Greene, Virginia Spruill, 

Chester Deloatch, and Joseph Barrett 

 

Others Present:  Kimberly Turner, Charles Vaughan, and Michelle Nelson 

 

Agenda Work Session:  

 

A 10-minute work session was held to discuss today’s agenda items.  There were no changes to 

the agenda. 

 

Regular Session: 

 

Chairman Carter called the meeting to order, welcomed everyone, and announced when citizens 

could make comments.  

 

The Chairman delivered the Invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

Approval of Regular Session Minutes for April 21, 2014: 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Virginia Spruill to approve the 

Regular Session Minutes for April 21, 2014.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Approval of Agenda for May 5, 2014: 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Fannie Greene to approve the agenda.  

Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Roanoke-Chowan Housing Authority and Redevelopment Commission Honors: 

 

Ms. Barbara B. Warmack, Executive Director of the Roanoke-Chowan Housing Authority and 

Redevelopment Commission, appeared before the Board to honor retiring Commissioner Mr. 

Marshall W. Grant. The Chairman of the Board, Mr. Johnnie Reid presented Mr. Grant with a 

plaque. 

 

Chairman Carter thanked Mr. Grant for his long-term service on behalf of the Northampton 

County Board of Commissioners. 

 

Ms. Warmack also requested that the Board recommend a new Commissioner. 

 

Interim County Manager Kimberly Turner recommended Mr. Bobie Moss. 
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A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Fannie Greene that Mr. Bobie Moss be 

appointed as a Commissioner to the Roanoke-Chowan Housing Authority and Redevelopment 

Commission.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

2014 Audit Contract, Budget Amendments, ECBH Quarterly Report: 

 

Mrs. Dot Vick, Finance Officer, appeared before the Board to seek approval to enter into an 

extension of the Service Agreement with the accounting firm of Martin Starnes & Associates, 

P.A. for fiscal year ending June 30, 2014. 

 

Commissioner Barrett asked Interim County Manager Kimberly Turner if she approved the 

decision, because she did not sign the document to either concur or non-concur. Ms. Turner 

mentioned that she already discussed this matter with Mrs. Vick and she was in agreement with 

the decision. 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Chester Deloatch to enter into a 

contract with Martin Starnes & Associates, P.A. for fiscal year 2014 to audit Northampton 

County financial records, prepare the financial statements and assist with any accounting 

requirements.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Mrs. Vick also presented Journal Entries 57 and 58 before the board. 

 

A motion was made by Fannie Greene and seconded by Joseph Barrett to adopt budget 

amendments 57 and 58.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Mrs. Vick also presented the quarterly report for East Carolina Behavioral Health (ECBH) for 

March 31, 2014. This report includes fiscal year 2012/2013 budget and actual. 

 

 

PLEASE SEE SCANNED DOCUMENTS WHICH ARE 

 HEREBY MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES: 
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Proposed Changes to Fee Schedule: 

 

Mr. Jay Watson re-appeared before the board to gain approval to update the Code Enforcement 

Permit Fees Schedule. The current fee schedule went into effect in April 2001 and has not been 

updated since then. 

 

Commissioners Spruill and Greene felt that the higher fees would be a burden to the citizens.  

 

Commissioner Barrett had questions concerning Mr. Watson’s request of asking citizens for a 

contract prior to starting any work/construction on their home. Mr. Barrett had done some 

research with Halifax, Hertford, and Bertie County which do not require a contract. Mr. Barrett 

wanted to know why Mr. Watson felt it was necessary to require this information. Mr. Barrett 

also asked if this was a State requirement, and why our county requires a contract when no other 

county does. 

 

Mr. Watson mentioned that asking for a contract is not a State requirement, but by asking for this 

information, he felt that he will be protecting the homeowner as well as his agency. The contract 

ensures that a licensed contractor is working on the homeowner’s house.  

 

Chairman Carter called for two separate motions from the Board. One motion would be for the 

approval of the fees, and one would be for approval to request a contract from the citizens. 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Fannie Greene to approve the attached 

fee schedules for one and two family dwellings and other than one and two family dwellings to 

more adequately recover the costs of operating and maintaining the services the Code 

Enforcement Office (Building Inspections Department) provides to its citizens.  Question 

Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Joseph Barrett to continue with the 

contract as instituted with the Code Enforcement Office for at least twelve months, and 

reevaluate after the twelve month period.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion 

carried. 
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Ms. Jody Riddle, UCPCOG, Area Agency on Aging Director, appeared before the Board to 

present an overview of the Home and Community Care Block Grant. In her presentation, Ms. 

Riddle included maps to show services and citizens that are currently being served. 

 

Vice-Chairwoman Greene would like for Ms. Riddle to come back before the board. Chairman 

Carter is interested in bringing the conversation back up. He would like Ms. Riddle to meet with 

Interim County Manager Turner, and involve Finance Officer Dot Vick. 

 

Chairman Carter called for a three minute break. 

 

After the break, County Attorney Vaughan asked for a closed session.  

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Joseph Barrett to recess regular 

session for a closed session. Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Virginia Spruill to enter into a closed 

session for the purpose of G.S.143-318.11(a)(3). Question Called:  All present voting yes.  

Motion carried. 

 

Closed Session-G.S. 143-318.11(a)(3)  

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Joseph Barrett to adjourn closed 

session. Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Joseph Barrett to reconvene regular 

session. Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Fannie Greene to recess regular session 

to enter into the Board of E&R. Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Board of Equalization and Review: 

 

Mrs. Cathy Allen, Tax Administrator, appeared before the Board to conduct the Northampton 

County Board of Equalization and Review. Mrs. Allen administered the oath of office to the 

Board.  

 

Mrs. Allen then opened up the Board of Equalization and asked if there were any citizens who 

would like to make an appeal of value. 

 

Chairman Carter announced that the Board will be in recess until 2:00 p.m. on May 19, 2014. 

The Board will continue to receive appeals until that date, and they request that the appeals be in 

writing and presented to the Clerk to the Board of Equalization and Review, Mrs. Cathy Allen. 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Fannie Greene to recess the Board of 

E&R. Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Fannie Greene to reconvene regular 

session. Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 
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Ad Valorem, Late Applications for Present Use, and Solid Waste Appeal: 

 

Mrs. Cathy Allen, Tax Administrator, appeared before the Board to obtain approval to release or 

refund Ad Valorem taxes assessed in the amount of $2,668.54 on twenty-one appeals.  

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Joseph Barrett to approve the request 

to release or refund Ad Valorem taxes on the twenty-one appeals for $2,668.54. Question 

Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Mrs. Allen also asked the Board for their action concerning the late application for Present Use 

Value for Willis E. Martin on parcels 03-00011 and 13-00066.  

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Joseph Barrett that the Board follow the 

advice of the County Attorney for a written opinion from the North Carolina Attorney General 

on parcels 03-00011 and 13-00066.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Mrs. Allen also asked the Board for their action concerning the late application for Present Use 

Value for James E. Jr. and Stephanie B. Tillery on parcel 07-02467. 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Fannie Greene to deny the late present 

use application on parcel 07-02467. Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Mrs. Allen also asked the Board for their action concerning the late application for present use 

value for James G. Robertson, Sr. on parcel 13-01359. 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by James Barrett to deny the late present 

use application on parcel 13-01359. Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Mrs. Allen also asked the Board for their action concerning a solid waste appeal of parcel 06-

00496 owned by Mr. Kim Goode. 

 

Mr. Goode was present and pleaded his case before the Board. Mr. Goode’s waste container was 

stolen in July of 2013. Mr. Goode was not sure who to contact initially. He was able to get in 

touch with Waste Industries, then Public Works, who finally directed Mr. Goode to the Tax 

Department. It was January 2014 when Mr. Goode received his new waste container. Mr. Goode 

is asking for a refund of $85.25 for solid waste fees for the time period of July 2013 to January 

2014. 

 

A motion was made by Fannie Greene to deny the release of the six months of annual solid waste 

fees. Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Appointment to the Northampton County Economic Development Board: 

 

Mr. Gary Brown, EDC Director, appeared before the Board to recommend the reappointment of 

Mr. Doug Hughes to the Northampton County Economic Development Commission, for a term 

to expire on January 31, 2017. 
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A motion was made by Fannie Greene and seconded by Chester Deloatch to recommend that the 

Board appoint to the Northampton County Economic Development Commission, Mr. Doug 

Hughes, District 5, for a term of appointment expiring January 31, 2017.  Question Called:  All 

present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Preservation Proposals for Register of Deeds Records: 

 

Mrs. Pauline Deloatch appeared before the Board to obtain approval of C.W. Warthen Company 

in conjunction with RecordSave/Etherington Conservation Services and Northampton County to 

provide professional services to the Register of Deeds for the preservation of the permanent 

records maintained by the Register of Deeds. 

 

The total cost to perform the conservation for eight Deeds and Mortgages Books is $17,240.00. 

 

Mrs. Deloatch mentioned that the cost would come out of the Register of Deeds automation fund 

which can only be used for the purpose of preservation. 

 

A motion was made by Fannie Greene and seconded by Joseph Barrett to accept the bid for 

$17,240.00 to redo eight more Deeds and Mortgages books.  Question Called:  All present 

voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Mrs. Deloatch also asked to obtain approval of the Board for C.W. Warthen Company in 

conjunction with RecordSave/Etherington Conservation Services and Northampton County to 

provide professional services to the Register of Deeds for the storage of the permanent records 

maintained in the office of the Register of Deeds. 

 

Mrs. Deloatch recommended housing records in three mobile storage carriages. The cost of the 

system will be $16,489.00. Mrs. Deloatch reminded the Board that there are enough funds in the 

automation fund for the storage carriages as well. 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Chester Deloatch that the 

recommendation for the shelving for the Register of Deeds office be adopted. Question Called:  

All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

CPTA Board of Directors Reappointment, Request Date and Time for Public Hearing-

HCCBG, and Management Matters: 

 

Ms. Kimberly Turner, Interim County Manager, appeared before the Board to reappoint Ms. 

Rebecca Bayse to the CPTA Board of Directors for a two year term. 

 

A motion was made by Fannie Greene and seconded by Chester Deloatch to reappoint Ms. 

Rebecca Bayse to the CPTA Board.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Ms. Turner also asked the Board for a date and time to hold a public hearing to receive public 

comment on the Home and Community Care Block Grant. 

 

Chairman Carter asked the Clerk, Michelle Nelson for a date and time. May 19
th

 at 1:05 p.m. was 

given. 
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A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Joseph Barrett that the date of May 

19
th

, time of 1:05 p.m. be set for the public hearing. Question Called:  All present voting yes.  

Motion carried. 

 

Under management matters, Ms. Turner brought up a previous issue to remake the plaque at the 

Department of Social Services building. The price to correct the plaque would be $1,474.86. This 

request was tabled at the April 21
st
 meeting. Ms. Turner mentioned that there is no money in the 

budget for this project, and the fee would have to come from Contingency. 

 

There was a discussion about other options for the plaque. One was to remove the errant name 

from the plaque instead of remaking it. Ms. Turner mentioned that she had already looked into 

this option, and the company that would remake the plaque could not simply remove the name.  

 

County Attorney Vaughan wants to investigate the removal of the name from the plaque. He 

feels it can be done. He will do this at no cost to the County. 

 

Ms. Turner also brought up an issue to increase the bond to the tax administrator from 

$25,000.00 to $100,000.00. 

 

A motion was made by Fannie Greene and seconded by Joseph Barrett to approve the increase. 

Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Ms. Turner also reminded the Board that they asked her to do some research in reference to 

appropriating additional funding of $66,000.00 to the Lake Gaston Weed Control Council. Ms. 

Turner mentioned that after receiving the audit, she spoke with Finance Officer Dot Vick. Mrs. 

Vick advised that if additional funding was appropriated, the money will have to come from the 

fund balance. 

 

The general consensus of the Board is to table the issue until they can check with Mrs. Vick to 

see what the fund balance would be before moving forward. The issue will be tabled until the 

next regular session. 

 

Finally, Ms. Turner requested that the Board hold their first budget work session on May 15, 

2014 at 10:00 a.m. The general consensus from the Board is to hold the work session at this date 

and time. 

 

Citizens/Board Comments: 

 

Mr. Carter called for citizens comments.  

 

Mr. Floyd Joyner made a comment about education issues. He is concerned about Northampton 

County building a new High School, and was inquiring if the Board of Commissioners and the 

Board of Education have plans to build the school. 

 

Chairman Carter replied that the Board has submitted a plan to the Board of Education, and have 

not heard back from them. 

 

Mr. Carter called for Board comments. 
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None were heard. 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Joseph Barrett to recess for lunch.  

Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Virginia Spruill to convene a closed 

session for the purpose of G.S. 143-318.11(a)(6).  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  

Motion carried. 

 

Closed Session-G.S. 143-318.11(a)(6): 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Joseph Barrett to adjourn closed 

session.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Fannie Greene to reconvene regular 

session for a work session.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Mrs. Marcenda Rogers, HR Director came before the Board to obtain approval for health 

insurance quotes, and presented comparisons between the county’s current policy and two other 

companies.  

 

Mrs. Rogers recommended staying with our current policy, whose fees have decreased.  

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Fannie Greene to approve the current 

policy. Question Called:  4 yes (Commissioners Barrett, Spruill, Greene, and Carter), 1 no 

(Commissioner Deloatch).  Motion carried. 

 

Commissioner Barrett brought up an issue about the burden of retirees. He feels the county 

should not pay the percentage that it currently does for medical benefits.  

 

Ms. Turner suggested to have the new County Attorney research the matter. 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Fannie Greene to adjourn.  Question 

Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

Michelle Nelson, Clerk to the Board 

 

“r.m. 05-5-14” 


