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NORTHAMPTON COUNTY 

REGULAR SESSION 

May 19, 2014 
 

Be It Remembered that the Board of Commissioners of Northampton County met on May 

19, 2014 with the following present:  Robert Carter, Fannie Greene, Virginia Spruill, 

Chester Deloatch, and Joseph Barrett 

 

Others Present:  Kimberly Turner, Charles Vaughan, and Michelle Nelson 

 

Agenda Work Session:  

 

A 10-minute work session was held to discuss today’s agenda items.  The following changes 

were made to the agenda: 

 

 Tab 2A- Add: Approval of Special Called Meeting Minutes for May 15, 2014. 

 

Regular Session: 

 

Chairman Carter called the meeting to order, welcomed everyone, and announced when citizens 

could make comments.  

 

Vice-Chairwoman Greene delivered the Invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

Approval of Regular Session Minutes for May 5, 2014: 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Virginia Spruill to approve the 

Regular Session Minutes for May 5, 2014.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Approval of Closed Session Minutes for May 5, 2014: 

 

A motion was made by Fannie Greene and seconded by Joseph Barrett to approve the Closed 

Session Minutes for May 5, 2014.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Approval of Special Called Meeting Minutes for May 15, 2014: 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Chester Deloatch to approve the 

Special Called Meeting Minutes for May 15, 2014.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  

Motion carried. 

 

Approval of Agenda for May 19, 2014: 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Virginia Spruill to approve the agenda 

for May 19, 2014 with the amended changes.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion 

carried. 
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Board of Education Request for Funding: 

 

Dr. John Parker of the Board of Education, came before the Board to request funding. Dr. Parker 

first acknowledged Mr. Joe Holloway, Chief Finance Officer and Mr. Phil Matthews, Chair of 

the Finance Committee who were also in attendance. 

 

Dr. Parker mentioned that there was a local appropriation request adopted by the Board on April 

24
th

. He wanted to highlight a couple of items: first, the Capital Outlay Request for $162,000 that 

was withheld in the previous year related to building a new high school. Dr. Parker mentioned 

that a motion was made at a previous meeting to table this money until the county’s audit was 

complete. 

 

Next, Dr. Parker noted the need for funds for school upgrades, the current expense budget, and 

planned operations. 

 

There was a lengthy discussion about the requested amount, and what had been decided last year. 

 

Chairman Carter would like to meet with Interim County Manager Kimberly Turner, and 

Finance Officer Dot Vick to see where the county stands with the budget, and what amount can 

be given. The Board will then get back to the Board of Education about their funding request. 

 

JCPC Program Agreements: 

 

Mr. Clarence High, Jr, Chief Court Counselor, appeared before the Board to present his JCPC 

Proposals for Northampton County for Fiscal Year 14-15. 

 

Mr. High presented the County Funding Allocation. The State allocation remains unchanged at 

$91,844. Mr. High is recommending the programs be funded in the following amounts: The 

United Services Youth- Children Matters for $27,547 with a county match amount of $2,755; 

The MHFC Vocational Jobs Program for $31,297 with a county match amount of $3,130; Project 

Challenge for $29,000 with a county match amount of $2,900; and $4,000 in the JCPC Admin 

fund. The JCPC Fund amount total comes to $91,844 for the State. The county match total is 

$8,785 for a grand JCPC total of $100,629. 

 

Vice-Chairwoman Greene wanted to commend Mr. High on the proposals that have improved 

from past years. However, Vice-Chairwoman Greene mentioned that she is not pleased with 

Project Challenge. She feels that there is no accountability for the money. There is no budget 

narrative involved. She also stated that with the Methodist Home, JCPC is asking for $34,000, 

but they are only seeing five children for the year. 

 

Mr. High stated that this is correct, however neither program has changed their funding from last 

year. Mr. High wanted to note that in respect to the vocational job programs, they can only work 

with two youth at a time, and each youth in that program is worked with for a period of six 

months. They are placed on a work experience program and taught independent living skills. It is 

an intense program, and that is why they can only work with that number of children per year. 
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With respect to Project Challenge, Mr. High was not sure if he could properly answer that 

question. He stated that Project Challenge is a multi-county program between Northampton, 

Bertie, and Hertford County as well.  

 

Vice-Chairwoman Greene asked if JCPC receives any accountability regarding Project 

Challenge’s budget. 

 

Mr. High explained that they are monitored by the State as far as their expenditures, and they 

report to JCPC each month as to what their expenditures are, and what percentage of their budget 

has been expended. 

 

Commissioner Spruill asked if there is an audit done at the end of the Fiscal Year. 

 

Mr. High stated that there is a monitoring done. 

 

Commissioner Spruill asked if that was similar to an audit, to explain what they’ve done since 

the first of the year. 

 

Mr. High confirmed that at the end of the third quarter, all of the programs have to give an 

accounting of what they’ve spent, and how or if they will expend the balance of the monies in 

the last quarter of the fiscal year. 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Chester Deloatch that the Board 

approve the JCPC Program Agreements for Fiscal Year 14-15.  Question Called:  All present 

voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

PLEASE SEE SCANNED DOCUMENTS WHICH ARE 

 HEREBY MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES: 
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Introduction of New Employee, Budget Amendments, Move Bank Accounts, and Financial 

Reports: 
 

Mrs. Dot Vick, Finance Officer, appeared before the Board to officially recognize a new 

employee, Ms. Shannon Vincent. 

 

Chairman Carter recognized Ms. Vincent and thanked her for her service. 

 

Mrs. Vick also presented Budget Amendment numbers 59 and 61-65. 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Fannie Greene to approve the Budget 

Amendments 59 and 61-65.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Mrs. Vick also appeared before the Board to seek approval in moving three bank accounts from 

PNC to Southern Bank now located in Jackson, for convenience purposes. PNC is outside of the 

town of Jackson, and currently employees must travel a small distance in order to deposit funds.  

 

A motion was made by Fannie Greene and seconded by Joseph Barrett that the Board approve 

the moving of the Jail Inmate Account, the Sheriff’s Drug Account, and the DSS Trust Account 

to Southern Bank in Jackson.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Finally, Mrs. Vick presented the Financial Report to the Board, which includes the operating 

budgets for the period ending April 30, 2014. 

 

 

PLEASE SEE SCANNED DOCUMENTS WHICH ARE 

 HEREBY MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES: 
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MICROCOMM Service Contract Agreement, Waste Disposal Service Agreement for 

Landfill, Phase V Water System Improvement: 

 

Mr. Jason Morris, Public Works Director, appeared before the Board to obtain approval for the 

authorization to enter into a new service agreement with MICROCOMM for the upcoming Fiscal 

year 2014/2015. 

 

MICROCOMM originally supplied the water scada system in 2002, and according to Mr. 

Morris, they are the best candidates to enter into a service contract with to keep the system 

maintained. 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett that the Board approve to enter into a service agreement 

with MICROCOMM for the amount of $6,250 annually to be renewed on a yearly basis.  

Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Mr. Morris also asked the Board for approval for the authorization to enter into a new service 

agreement with Waste Industries for the disposal of waste at the Northampton County Landfill 

Convenience Site. 

 

Mr. Morris received three different proposals, but Waste Industries had the best rates. There was 

a lengthy discussion of the terms and conditions of the Service Agreement. Under the “service 

fees” section of the agreement, if Waste Industries’ disposal rate increases, they can then pass the 

increase onto the county. However, Mr. Morris explained that the rate per haul fee as well as the 

monthly rental on the containers is set, but as mentioned earlier, the disposal rate can change. 

 

There was also some language in the “terms” section of the agreement that the Board was not 

satisfied with. It indicated that if the county decided to cancel the agreement, there would be 

charges or fees owed to Waste Industries. 

 

Commissioner Spruill wanted to be guided by the County Attorney on this matter. Mr. Vaughan 

confirmed that the other contracts that the county has can be terminated at any time, with no cost 

to the county. 

 

Mr. Morris asked the Board if they would like for him to negotiate further with Waste Industries, 

to put new terminology in the agreement. The Board suggested that Mr. Morris do that, then 

allow Mr. Vaughan to take a look at the new agreement. 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Chester Deloatch to table this 

discussion.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Finally, Mr. Morris asked that the Board approve the authorization to delete part of segment 5W 

(US 301 Reid Road to Serenity Lane including Serenity Lane) and add Jane Lane and Taylor 

Lane (part of Taylor Acres Subdivision) at the intersection of Big John Store Rd. and Hickory 

Tree Rd. 

 

Mr. Morris mentioned that he has been unable to obtain an easement with the landowner for 

Serenity Lane. This water line was part of a segment that was previously approved. Mr. Morris 

found that after the area had been approved, around 2001 to 2003, a subdivision was put up 
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along Big John Store Rd. and Hickory Tree Rd. Public Works has had four customers on Jane 

Lane to sign up, and two customers have inquired about hook ups on Taylor Lane. There was no 

plan to install a water line on the two subdivision roads. Mr. Morris is recommending to remove 

the line along US 301 to Serenity Lane due to the fact that they could not get an easement.  

 

He is suggesting to place two inch water lines on both Jane and Taylor Lanes to potentially 

obtain 17 customers. 

 

Mr. Morris could not obtain the easement because the owner wanted to receive compensation. 

Mr. Morris highly recommended that we not compensate for easements on a private road. 

 

The owner of Taylor Lane and Jane Lane is willing to have the water line put in. 

 

Vice-Chairwoman Greene suggests that Mr. Morris go back to the owner of Serenity Lane to 

negotiate with the property owner. This was what County Attorney Vaughan suggested.  

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill to approve the recommendation from the Public Works 

Department that the Board of Commissioners approve to delete part of segment 5W (US 301 

Reid Road to Serenity Lane including Serenity Lane) and add Jane Lane and Taylor Lane (part 

of Taylor Acres Subdivision) at the intersection of Big John Store Rd. and Hickory Tree Rd.  

Question Called:  3 yes (Commissioners Spruill, Barrett, and Carter), 2 no (Commissioners 

Deloatch and Greene).  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE SEE SCANNED DOCUMENTS WHICH ARE 

 HEREBY MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES: 
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DDI Medical Technology Group Contract: 

 

Mr. John White, Acting Health Director, appeared before the Board to request approval for the 

Health Department Nurse Family Partnership Program to enter into an agreement with DDI 

Medical Technology Group, LLC for the purpose of managing software developed with 

applications for patient disease and case management. 

 

A motion was made by Fannie Greene and seconded by Joseph Barrett to approve the proposed 

agreement between DDI Medical Technology Group, LLC and the Northampton County Health 

Department Nurse Family Partnership for case management software license. Question Called:  

All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

PLEASE SEE SCANNED DOCUMENTS WHICH ARE 

HEREBY MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES: 
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Chairman Carter called for a five minute break. 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Virginia Spruill to recess regular 

session to enter into the Board of Equalization and Review. Question Called:  All present voting 

yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Board of Equalization and Review: 

 

Mrs. Cathy Allen, Tax Administrator, appeared before the Board to conduct the Northampton 

County Board of Equalization and Review.  

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Virginia Spruill to approve the May 5, 

2014 Board of E&R Minutes with amended changes. Question Called:  All present voting yes.  

Motion carried. 

 

Chairman Carter called upon citizens for 2014 Appeals of Value. 

 

None were heard. 

 

Mr. Carter recommended that Mrs. Allen make the appeal again. 

 

Mrs. Cathy Allen made an announcement that this is the last opportunity as of 5:00 p.m. today 

that the tax office will be receiving valuation appeals for 2014. The office will honor letters 

postmarked by today as well.  

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Joseph Barrett that the Board of 

Equalization and Review be adjourned for the purpose of receiving value of appeals for the tax 

year 2014 at 5:00 p.m. today. Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Fannie Greene and seconded by Virginia Spruill to enter into regular 

session. Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Ad Valorem Tax Appeals, DMV Refunds, Rollback Tax Appeals, Board of Motor Vehicles: 

 

Mrs. Cathy Allen, Tax Administrator, appeared before the Board to obtain action regarding a 

request for release to discovery tax bills assessed to unlisted business personal property 

equipment of Turner’s Drive Inn on Business Equipment Discoveries. 

 

There was a Board consensus that County Attorney Vaughan will pull the deed to see if it covers 

any equipment in the building. This issue will be tabled for now. 

 

Mrs. Cathy Allen, also appeared before the Board to obtain action on interest appeal on tax bills 

13A0602054, 13A0602054.1, and 13A0602054.2 in the amount of $56.05 on behalf of Mr. 

Virgil C. Daniels, III.  

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Virginia Spruill that the Board refund the 

$56.05 to Mr. Virgil C. Daniels III. Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 
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Mrs. Allen also asked the Board for their approval to release or refund Ad Valorem taxes 

assessed in the amount of $1,198.44 on twenty-six appeals. 

 

A motion was made by Fannie Greene and seconded by Virginia Spruill that the Board approve 

the request for release or refund of the Ad Valorem Tax appeals submitted herewith in the 

amounts and for the reasons stated on the listings.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  

Motion carried. 

 

Mrs. Allen also asked the Board for their action concerning whether Etta Hunter Hart has shown 

good cause for failure to make a timely application to receive Present Use Assessment on parcel 

08-01417 for 2013. 

 

Mr. William Hunter appeared before the Board on behalf of Etta Hunter Hart to plead his case 

for parcel 08-01417. Mr. Hunter mentioned that he requested an address change that did not take 

place. The letter from the tax office went to his previous New Jersey address instead of his 

current Roanoke Rapids, NC address. This is why Mr. Hunter was late in filing the application. 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Fannie Greene that the Board deny the 

late present use application on parcel 08-01417 for the year 2013. Question Called:  All present 

voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Mrs. Allen also asked the Board for their action concerning whether Moses Hunter Heirs has 

shown good cause for failure to make a timely application to receive Present Use Assessment on 

parcel 08-00075 for 2013. 

 

Mr. William Hunter, appeared before the Board again on behalf of Moses Hunter Heirs to plead 

his case for parcel 08-00075.  

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Joseph Barrett that the Board deny the 

late present use application on parcel 08-00075 for the year 2013. Question Called:  All present 

voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Mrs. Allen also asked the Board for their action concerning roll back bills on parcel 06-00777 

owned by William C. Parker & Others. 

 

Dr. John Parker came before the Board on behalf of the Parker family. Dr. Parker mentioned that 

the tax process may need to be more refined. He feels it is a little confusing to the citizens. 

 

Mrs. Spruill noted that the County Attorney Mr. Vaughan has consulted with the North Carolina 

Courts in reference to this matter. The courts advised the Board not to comply with this request. 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Fannie Greene that the Board deny the 

appeal to release the rollback bills on parcel 06-00777. Question Called:  All present voting yes.  

Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Fannie Greene to recess regular 

session. Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 
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A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Fannie Greene to enter into the Motor 

Vehicle Board. Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Finally, Mrs. Allen appeared before the Board to obtain action concerning the assessed value of 

$13,000 applied on a 2006 SNBE trailer owned by Mr. James A. Alston on tax bill 08BT47564 

dated July 16, 2008. 

 

Mr. Alston was present and pleaded his case before the Board. He felt that the DMV made a 

mistake in identifying his trailer. They charged him for a motor home type of trailer, but he 

actually has a utility trailer. Mr. Alston filed an appeal, on the motor vehicle tax bill, and an 

adjustment was made that provided proof that he owned a utility trailer. However, Mr. Alston 

then requested a value adjustment on the tax bill, which was denied because his request was not 

made within the 30 day deadline. 

 

A motion was made by Fannie Greene and seconded by Joseph Barrett that the Board make no 

adjustment to tax bill 08VBT47564.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Virginia Spruill to adjourn the Motor 

Vehicle Board.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Chester Deloatch to reconvene regular 

session.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Request Date and Time for Public Hearing-HCCBG and Management Matters: 

 

Ms. Kimberly Turner, Interim County Manager, appeared before the Board to request a date and 

time for the HCCBG Public Hearing. 

 

A date and time of June 2
nd

 at 10:30 a.m. was given. 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Fannie Greene to hold the Public 

Hearing for HCCBG at the date and time given.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  

Motion carried. 

 

Ms. Turner also requested a date and time from the Board to hold its second budget work 

session. Ms. Turner suggested May 22, 2014 at 1:00 p.m. There was a Board consensus to hold 

the second budget work session on the date and time suggested. 

 

Under management matters, Sheriff Jack Smith appeared before the Board to obtain approval to 

accept the Agency Agreement between the Northampton County Sheriff’s Office and Leads 

Online. 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Virginia Spruill to accept the Sheriff’s 

recommendation. Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

PLEASE SEE SCANNED DOCUMENTS WHICH ARE  

HEREBY MADE A PART THESE MINUTES: 
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Citizens/Board Comments: 

 

Mr. Carter called for citizens comments.  

 

Mr. Lavon Moody of Garysburg appeared before the Board. His concern is about water lines in 

his area. Mr. Moody feels that fire hydrants were put in places that benefit Caucasian residents, 

and the African American residential areas have been ignored. Mr. Moody stated that he has 

spoken with Mr. Morris, the Public Works Director, about this issue, but nothing has been done 

to benefit the African American residents in Mr. Moody’s opinion. Mr. Moody stated that he was 

prepared to use his own funds to move against the county and get the media involved as well. 

 

Commissioner Spruill asked about why and where fire hydrants were put up. She wants to know 

if there is a way to research this matter. 

 

Mr. Moody mentioned that not having a fire hydrant near his home affects his insurance rates as 

well. 

 

Mr. Vaughan will attempt to research this matter. 

 

Mr. Carter called for Board comments. 

 

Commissioner Barrett made additional comments about the fire hydrant discussion and insurance 

rates as it relates to Mr. Moody’s concern. 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Virginia Spruill to recess regular 

session.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Fannie Greene and seconded by Chester Deloatch to convene a closed 

session for the purpose of G.S. 143-318.11(a)(6).  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  

Motion carried. 

 

Closed Session-G.S. 143-318.11(a)(6): 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Fannie Greene to adjourn closed 

session.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Virginia Spruill to reconvene regular 

session for the purpose of adjourning.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Virginia Spruill to adjourn.  Question 

Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

       

Michelle Nelson, Clerk to the Board 

“r.m. 05-19-14” 


