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NORTHAMPTON COUNTY 

REGULAR SESSION 

August 18, 2014 
 

Be It Remembered that the Board of Commissioners of Northampton County met on 

August 18, 2014 with the following present:  Robert Carter, Fannie Greene, Virginia 

Spruill, Joseph Barrett, and Chester Deloatch 

 

Others Present:  Kimberly Turner, Scott McKellar, and Michelle Nelson 

 

Agenda Work Session:  

 

A 10-minute work session was held to discuss today’s agenda items. Chairman Carter called 

upon County Manager Kimberly Turner for input. Ms. Turner noted that Tab 4 should be omitted 

from the agenda. They will present at a later date. Chairman Carter asked if the Board had any 

changes or additions. The Board had no changes.  

 

Regular Session: 

 

Chairman Carter called the meeting to order, welcomed everyone, and announced when citizens 

could make comments.  

 

Chairman Carter delivered the Invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

Approval of Regular Session Minutes for August 4, 2014: 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Joseph Barrett to approve the Regular 

Session Minutes for August 4, 2014.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Approval of Closed Session Minutes for August 4, 2014: 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Fannie Greene to approve the Closed 

Session Minutes for August 4, 2014.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Approval of Agenda for August 18, 2014: 

 

A motion was made by Fannie Greene and seconded by Joseph Barrett to approve the agenda 

with the removal of Tab 4 for August 18, 2014.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  

Motion carried. 

 

Update Regarding the Merging of Districts 6A & 6B: 

 

Judge W. Rob Lewis, III, District Court Judge of District 6B, appeared before the Board to 

inform them of changes in our current Court System. In 1990, the general legislature divided 

District 6B—Halifax, Northampton, Bertie and Hertford County into two districts: 6A and 6B. 

Last legislature in the appropriations committee, a bill was placed in to remerge the District 

Court and the Prosecutorial District, but kept the Superior Court District separate. Also for the 

first time in North Carolina history, judges were removed from one district and placed in 
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another. The legislature does have the authority to create and divide districts but they do not have 

the authority to remove judges that have been elected by the people. There are six judges in the 

two districts: three in Halifax and three in Bertie, Hertford and Northampton County. The three 

judges in Halifax as well as Judge Moody ran in the 2012 cycle (they were elected from 2012-

2016). Judge Jones and Judge Lewis were elected in the 2010 cycle, so their tenure is up in 2014. 

When they removed the judges, they could not remove sitting judges. They took the judgeships 

that were up in 2014, and that took two judges that come out of the current 6B. The judgeships 

that Judge Lewis and Judge Jones held were not on the ballot last time, and as of 2014 (Dec. 31
st
) 

will no longer be viable. That leaves us with a merger. Judges Branch and Lewis have been 

working with a committee to develop consistent ways in which the courts will still function with 

the merger. There was a workload study done that was used to justify somewhat of the removal 

of the judges. He introduced Judge Brenda Branch who is the Chief District Court Judge of 6A.  

 

Chairman Carter said he understands that Judge Lewis’ four year election cycle will end on Dec. 

31, 2014. He said he is sure that Judge Lewis would have possibly run for re-election in 2014 if 

this incident had not come about. Judge Lewis stated that this was correct. Mr. Carter said it 

seems that they have almost cut his career as a judge short. He wanted to know if they had the 

power to do that. 

 

Judge Lewis said they don’t have the power to stop him from being a judge. In 2016 if they so 

choose, he and Judge Jones can run for the positions that are available at that time. Legalistically, 

they have the authority to set judges, but they couldn’t do it in term. When there was not 

someone sitting, they moved the judgeship. This has never happened before. They have never 

moved judgeships from one area to another. This was done on a personal request because of 

Representative Justin Burr. Judge Lewis mentioned that they are working hard to make sure the 

courts are covered. The judges that remain will have a lot of travel time, and that will make it 

difficult. 

 

Commissioner Barrett asked if this will increase the workload for those four judges. Judge Lewis 

mentioned that some of the courts will be dropped or merged or changed. He said the judges will 

be stretched as far as their chamber time, and getting orders out.  

 

Judge Branch came before the Board. She said she found that some people in the counties were 

concerned and misinformed about what was happening. She said the judges didn’t have any part 

in this; they did go to Raleigh to lobby against it. They spent a day there and wrote letters to try 

and stop this from happening. She said they will go to different counties that are affected to 

explain what has happened, so that the Boards can inform their citizens. They will also talk about 

what they will do going forward. She mentioned that Judge Lewis has worked very hard with her 

to develop a plan. She noted that they don’t know what will happen. One thing they know is that 

they will have to have a schedule come January 1
st
. They found that because of citizens’ 

concerns they would have to have other agencies involved. They involved the clerks, the 

Sheriffs, and the DSS staff to create a committee. They asked the committee for their 

suggestions, or concerns as far as the schedule. Now they are on the circuit to talk to the 

counties. Afterwards they will try to sketch out something, then meet with the D.A. They will 

have to cut some courts and merge some courts. They will have to try to have judges in place to 

cover Bertie and Hertford counties, because as of Dec. 31
st
 all of the judges will be from 

Northampton or Halifax County. There is a concern because that is a lot of mileage, as well as 

the concern of inclement weather. She said they anticipate “judge coverage days” where they 
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will have judges assigned to stay there. She invited the Board to contact either Judge Lewis or 

herself if they have questions, concerns or complaints from citizens. They will move forward in 

working on a schedule, considering the caseload for each district.  

 

Chairman Carter thanked Judges Branch and Lewis for coming and giving the Board this update. 

He knows that this is a legislation brought down by the General Assembly and he hates that this 

has occurred, but feels that we should make the best of it.  

 

Vice-Chairwoman Greene wanted to add that she has had the privilege of working with Judge 

Lewis for many years and found him to be a kind judge and very caring for the people. She feels 

it is Northampton County’s loss and said that she is so sorry that this has happened. She also 

knows Judge Branch and feels she will do a good job, but the County will certainly miss Judge 

Lewis. 

 

Judge Lewis thanked Mrs. Greene, and thanked everyone for well wishes. He said the people in 

the counties are good people, and it will be an adjustment, but they will try to make things work.  

 

Judge Lewis also wanted to add that as Judge Branch gets the schedule together, in the beginning 

it might be a trial and error issue. There may be some complaints, but he is encouraging the 

Board to contact Judge Branch, and give her a chance to tweak it, since this is a new situation. 

 

Vice-Chairwoman Greene asked if we are pretty much up to date, or do we have a backlog 

starting out. 

 

Judge Lewis replied that Northampton County civilly is in excellent shape. They have gone back 

and cleaned up a lot of old cases. He thinks the County will be alright in terms of backlogging 

cases.  

 

Budget Amendments and Mediacom Internet Access Contract for EOC: 

 

Mrs. Dot Vick, Finance Officer, appeared before the Board to present Budget Amendments 1, 2, 

and 3.  

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Chester Deloatch to adopt Amendments 

number 1, 2 and 3.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Mrs. Vick also appeared before the Board to enter into a 36 month contract with Mediacom for 

Internet Access Service for the County. We currently have internet service with CenturyLink, but 

with Mediacom, we would increase the speed for our needs for the different locations in the 

County.  

 

Chairman Carter asked why this is a 36 month contract verses a 12 month contract. Bill 

Blanchard, MIS/Computer Systems Administrator, answered this question. He mentioned that 

the 36 month contract is what Mediacom offered, and he did get it vented through the County 

Attorney. He said they didn’t discuss a shorter contract, and that the CenturyLink contract is a 

five year contract. 
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Chairman Carter asked if Ms. Turner wanted to make a comment on this. She said no, unless 

anyone has a question. She mentioned that a 36 month contract is pretty normal. Anything over a 

five year contract, we should not enter into.  

 

Commissioner Spruill asked if we ever compared Mediacom services with any other companies. 

Mr. Blanchard responded that we are limited to what vendors are available in Northampton 

County. 
 

Commissioner Barrett asked if we were going to keep CenturyLink as well as Mediacom. Mr. 

Blanchard confirmed and mentioned that this is in addition to what we already have.  

 

A motion was made by Fannie Greene and seconded by Joseph Barrett that the County engage 

Mediacom to provide additional internet service to the 123 Landfill Road location as agreed 

within the vented contract.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Vice-Chairwoman Greene asked Mr. Blanchard if he could give the Board an update on 

broadband. Mr. Blanchard stated that he is familiar with Donna Sullivan who was representing 

the state on the rural broadband initiative, but she has moved to a different area. He has not met 

the new person that has taken her place. At this time, he’s seen a couple of things from his 

Association concerning that, but nothing pertaining to Northampton County. He said he will be 

happy to look into it. Mrs. Greene said she had attended a conference where broadband was the 

topic and she thinks it would be helpful to our citizens if we get connected.  

 

 

 

PLEASE SEE SCANNED DOCUMENTS WHICH ARE 

 HEREBY MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES: 
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Mediacom Basic Video Service Contract for DSS: 

 

Mrs. Sondra Vann appeared before the Board to seek approval to enter into a 36 month contract 

with Mediacom for Basic Video Service for the Department of Social Services.  

 

Chairman Carter asked if this service was just for the DSS building. Mrs. Vann confirmed that it 

is. She said if they were to use the internet that requires the bandwidth it would become very 

slow, and with them having the Mediacom contract for their TVs it would relieve some of the 

bandwidth for the rest of the County. Mrs. Vann mentioned that this has been properly budgeted. 

 

Commissioner Barrett asked if the new building had the CenturyLink connection as well. Bill 

Blanchard addressed this question and replied that all the buildings in the County are connected 

to the internet via the 911 center, so yes they are using the County internet. DSS is one of the 

higher end users of the internet bandwidth because of the new NC Fast. That is part of the reason 

he decided to go with Mediacom on that end of things.  

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Fannie Greene that the Board of 

Commissioners approve the Department of Social Services contract with Mediacom to provide 

basic video service to the 9588 NC Hwy 305 location. Question Called:  All present voting yes.  

Motion carried. 

 

 

PLEASE SEE SCANNED DOCUMENTS WHICH ARE 

 HEREBY MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES: 
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Resolution- Landfill Gas Monitoring Wells Project: 

 

Jason Morris, Public Works Director, appeared before the Board to obtain approval for adoption 

and execution of the resolution for the exemption of the Northampton County Landfill Gas 

Monitoring Wells Project from G.S. 143-64.31. 

 

This resolution is needed so that Public Works can move forward in accepting quotes from 

engineering firms in reference to landfill gas monitoring. Public Works will be installing some 

gas monitoring wells for the landfill that has been closed since 1995 that NCDENR wants them 

to monitor.  

 

Commissioner Barrett asked if this was primarily methane. Mr. Morris replied that it includes 

any gases.  

 

Commissioner Spruill asked if this was something new that we had not done in the past. Mr. 

Morris said no, this is not new, but new to us. He referred the Board to the copy of the landfill 

closure letter in the packet for their review dated 1995.  

 

Commissioner Spruill asked what the total cost will be. Mr. Morris noted that he had received a 

rough estimate from an engineering firm, and he has budgeted $9,750. Once the study is done, 

and NCDENR approves of where the monitoring wells will be and what will be done, he will 

know the exact cost.  

 

Chairman Carter asked if this was the first time since 1995 that we’ve had any contact from 

DENR. Mr. Morris replied no, we have an inspector from the Solid Waste division of NCDENR 

that usually comes by once a year to do an inspection of the closed landfill to make sure 

everything is operating as it should. Before this budget year came up, she called Mr. Morris and 

told him to put this in his budget. She mentioned that they were coming back on these old 

closure letters to make sure that the County is up to par. They are trying to get the County in 

compliance with the closure letter. 

 

The $9,750 that Mr. Morris has budgeted will also include a landfill gas monitoring plan that will 

be submitted to NCDENR, and four well installations (there may be a possibility that we only 

need three). It will also cover a well installation report that is done after the wells are in place. 

The money is budgeted in this year’s budget. 

 

Commissioner Barrett asked if we have more than one site closure. Mr. Morris replied that we 

have a very old landfill site that was closed years ago. Mr. Barrett asked if it was going to be 

monitored. Mr. Morris replied yes. He is planning to monitor any gases that may be flowing 

towards any residences, any currently used wells or any business buildings that may be in that 

area. Commissioner Barrett asked when Mr. Morris uses the term gas monitoring wells, does that 

mean it will be drilled into the surface and somewhat permanent. Mr. Morris confirmed. He said 

the plan is to purchase the equipment and monitor it themselves.  

 

Vice-Chairwoman Greene said it seems that we don’t have much say in this, it looks like this is a 

requirement from DENR. She asked if that was correct. Mr. Morris said that it is, and the 

inspector was here around the first week of July. She did her report, but she said she would write 



-740-2014 

 

in there that the County is moving forward with this. If they see that we are not, they could issue 

a violation, and there could be fines, etc.  

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Chester Deloatch that the Board of 

Commissioners approve and execute the resolution for exempting the Northampton County 

Landfill Gas Monitoring Wells Project from G.S. 143-64.31. Question Called:  All present 

voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Commissioner Barrett mentioned to Mr. Morris that when he read the resolution, his definition of 

exempting is different. The way it reads, he thought we would’ve been exempt. Mr. Morris 

stated that engineering firms won’t put in a quote unless we have this document. The document 

was pulled off of UNC School of Government’s website that would exempt small projects under 

$50,000, and it allows these engineering firms to put in a bid to do such work. Commissioner 

Barrett said it was confusing to him.  

 

Mr. Morris said that this is just a resolution so that we could get the bids, they will be getting 

bids from engineering firms to come in to do the work. So he will be back with that before 

anyone starts any work. 
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Motor Vehicle Refunds: 

 

Mrs. Cathy Allen, Tax Administrator, appeared before the Board to obtain approval to release or 

refund Ad Valorem taxes assessed in the amount of $2,121.51 on thirty-five appeals.  

 

Vice-Chairwoman Greene asked if it will get better. Mrs. Allen said she prays it will, but she 

can’t answer that question. It depends on those that purchase new vehicles and the tax payers 

themselves. If they give an address such as 9035 Hwy 35, and our information is 9035 35 Hwy, 

then it will not match the DMV system. They have to have the address exactly as we gave it to 

them.  

 

Chairman Carter asked if we were losing any funds, or are we just getting what is due. Mrs. 

Allen confirmed that we are getting what is due plus more, because of the incorrect information, 

it puts more funds in the Jackson Fire District, and the Jackson tax code as well. We have to 

assign a default tax code which is Jackson. It looks like it is putting more money into the Jackson 

Fire District code and the Jackson Town code. The money is going to be refunded from the same 

tax code where the money was entered into.  

 

Chairman Carter wanted to clarify, and asked if Jackson Fire District is going to benefit over the 

other Fire Districts. Mrs. Allen replied that they are going to benefit until the Board approves the 

refund, then it is going to come back out of that fund. The reason that Jackson Fire District was 

selected as the default is because Jackson is the County seat.  

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Virginia Spruill that the Board of 

Commissioners approve the request for release or refund of the Ad Valorem Tax appeals 

submitted herewith in the amounts and for the reasons stated on the listings.  Question Called:  

All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Management Matters: 

 

Ms. Kimberly Turner, County Manager, appeared before the Board to request a date and time to 

hold a Public Hearing for the anticipation of applying for the CDBG Infrastructure Grant for the 

Barrow Mills Project. She is requesting September 3,
 
2014 at 10:05 am. 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Chester Deloatch that the Board accept 

the date of 9/3/14, 10:05 for the Barrow Mills Project.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  

Motion carried. 

 

Ms. Turner also appeared before the Board to remind them that she needs their Legislative 

Goals. She already has Commissioner Barrett’s. She also has the tax penalty letter to include. 

She would like to get the form completed to send to the Association of County Commissioners. 

 

Ms. Turner also asked the Board if they would like to tour the old DSS Building after the next 

Commissioners’ Meeting. She said there have been discussions about moving the administrative 

offices over to the old DSS building. She walked through the building on August 12
th

 and feels it 

would be beneficial for the Board to take a walk through themselves before there is another 

discussion about that.  
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Chairman Carter mentioned that based on what the County Manager is saying, by taking a look 

at the building, it could help make a decision of the future use of the building for administrative 

offices for the County, or whatever the Board deems necessary. He thinks it will be good for 

them to view the building as to what might be useable and what might not be useable for the 

County in the future.  

 

There was a Board consensus that they will tour the old DSS building after the September 3
rd

 

Commissioners’ Meeting.  

 

Ms. Turner also mentioned that a notice to proceed has been issued for the Severn Peanut 

Natural Gasline Project. It was issued on August 14, 2014 to the project engineers. 

 

Ms. Turner also told the Commissioners that she has been accepted into the Municipal and 

County Administration course that will take place from September to April, and she will be out 

of the office in Chapel Hill one week at a time each month for seven months.  

 

Finally, Ms. Turner announced that Vice-Chairwoman Greene had been named as the County 

Ambassador for Northampton County. There is an article in the County Lines magazine about it. 

 

Vice-Chairwoman Greene also mentioned that she heard that the Meals on Wheels program has 

gotten started last week at Lake Gaston and went very well.  

 

Citizens/Board Comments: 

 

Chairman Carter called for Citizens Comments.  
 

None were heard.  

 

Chairman Carter called for Board Comments.  
 

Vice-Chairwoman Greene asked about the County Website, and referred to some confusion on 

the webpage. Some of her information is under Mrs. Spruill’s name and Mrs. Spruill’s 

information is under hers. She asked Ms. Turner if she could check on that. Commissioner 

Barrett asked if it would be helpful to have the physical address for each County department on 

the website in case someone needs to go to the office and doesn’t know where it is.  

 

Vice-Chairwoman Greene also mentioned that she had the opportunity to attend the state 

conference this week. There were 75 Counties present out of 100 in North Carolina. She brought 

back information for each of the Commissioners, and she wanted to announce that NACO, the 

national conference next year will be in Mecklenburg County, and the state conference will be in 

Greenville, NC. She also wanted to note that she has been voted Chairperson of the North 

Carolina Association of Black County Commissioners.  

 

Chairman Carter noted that he continues to receive calls about things that are not working well in 

the County. He lets citizens know that he does not handle day to day operations. That is handled 

by the County Manager and her staff. He also mentioned that if any Commissioner receives 

comments or questions from citizens, they should refer them to the County Manager’s office. If 

it is not solved with the County Manager, then it can be referred to the County Commissioner. 
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A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Virginia Spruill to recess regular 

session for the purpose of entering closed session for G.S. 143-318.11(a)(6).  Question Called:  

All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Chairman Carter called for a 3 minute break. 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Chester Deloatch to enter into closed 

session.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Closed Session- G.S. 143-318.11(a)(6): 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Virginia Spruill to adjourn closed 

session.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Chester Deloatch to enter into regular 

session.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Chester Deloatch to accept the 

agreement executed and entered into as of 18 August 2014, by and between the County of 

Northampton, State of North Carolina, a body politic and corporate, hereinafter called “the 

County,” as party of the first part; and Kimberly L. Turner, a citizen and resident of 171 George 

Dead End Road, Woodland, North Carolina, hereinafter called “Employee,” as party of the 

second part. Question Called:  4 yes (Commissioners Spruill, Greene, Deloatch and Carter), 1 

no (Commissioner Barrett).  Motion carried. 

 

Commissioner Barrett stated that he is not opposed to Ms. Turner. He mentioned as he has said 

before, that he didn’t like the language that was in Mr. Jenkins’ contract, and he doesn’t like it in 

Ms. Turner’s contract either. He wanted to make note of that. 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Chester Deloatch to adjourn. Question 

Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

       

Michelle Nelson, Clerk to the Board 

“r.m. 08-18-14” 


