
-110-2015 

 

NORTHAMPTON COUNTY 

REGULAR SESSION 

February 2, 2015 
 

Be It Remembered that the Board of Commissioners of Northampton County met on 

February 2, 2015 with the following present:  Robert Carter, Fannie Greene, Chester 

Deloatch, and Joseph Barrett 

    

Others Present:  Kimberly Turner, Scott McKellar, and Michelle Nelson 

 

Absent: Virginia Spruill 

 

Agenda Work Session:  

 

A 10-minute work session was held to discuss today’s agenda items. Chairwoman Greene called 

upon County Manager Kimberly Turner for input. Ms. Turner noted that there are no changes to 

the agenda. However, she had a comment concerning the procedure for putting a statue at the 

Cultural and Wellness Center.  

 

Commissioner Carter stated that the Board needs to be more consistent in what they say and do. 

He was referring to the closed session minutes from the last meeting. He wants to make sure the 

Board is consistent in the decisions that they make. He feels that decisions can come back and 

cause hardship. He also noted that the police protection in the meeting was questioned by a 

citizen who wanted to know why it was needed. He said this issue never came before the Board. 

He wants to bring it back up when the full Board is present about whether they all want police 

protection at Commissioner Meetings. Commissioner Carter made a final point asking the Board 

to be careful with materials that come forth to the Board.  

 

Regular Session: 

 

Chairwoman Greene called the meeting to order, welcomed everyone, and announced when 

citizens could make comments.  

 

Vice-Chairman Barrett delivered the Invocation, and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

Approval of Regular Session Minutes for January 21, 2015: 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Joseph Barrett to approve the Regular 

Session Minutes for January 21, 2015.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Vice-Chairman Barrett wanted to add a comment. He mentioned that he will not be here for the 

next Commissioners’ meeting but he knows a decision will be made concerning the Bertie 

County non-emergency franchise. He wants the Board to know that he is opposed to that 

franchise being offered. 

 

Approval of Closed Session Minutes for January 21, 2015: 
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A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Robert Carter to approve the Closed 

Session Minutes for January 21, 2015.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Approval of Agenda for February 2, 2015: 

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Joseph Barrett that the agenda as printed 

be approved for today’s meeting. Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Ad Valorem Tax Appeals, Veteran Tax Appeal, Secured and Unsecured Delinquent Tax 

2014, Appeal Rollback Taxbills, and Present Use Applications- Approvals: 

 

Mrs. Cathy Allen, Tax Administrator, appeared before the Board to obtain approval to release or 

refund Ad Valorem taxes assessed in the amount of $2,073.70 on 11 appeals. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Joseph Barrett that the Ad Valorem tax 

appeal on the 11 appeals in the amount of $2,073.70 be approved for release or refund for the 

reasons stated.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Mrs. Allen also appeared before the Board to obtain a decision on a Veteran Exclusion to see if 

the appellant has good cause for the filing of a late application. The applicant failed to meet the 

June 1
st
 deadline for submitting an application for the Veteran Exclusion. 

 

Mr. Frederick Hux was present to discuss his case. He stated that the only reason he was late is 

because when he went to the Veterans Office to fill out the paper work, he thought that was the 

end of it. He didn’t know that he had to go to the Tax Department to do more paperwork. He said 

if he had known, he would have done it at the time.  

 

Mrs. Allen stated that the paperwork that Mr. Hux submitted was done in December. At that 

time, when he filed with the Veteran’s Office, he was also late. Everything was filed in 

December. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter that Mr. Hux be denied.  Question Called:  All present 

voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Vice-Chairman Barrett asked if Mr. Hux could reapply. Mrs. Allen confirmed that he can, and 

that he has to make a different application. 

 

Mrs. Allen also appeared before the Board to obtain action concerning roll back bills on parcel 

02-02150 owned by James H. Sheffield. Mrs. Allen asked if Mr. Avery Davis, Chief Appraiser, 

could take over the presentation.  

 

Mr. Davis stated that the only avenue for appeal on the rollback bills was covered in the second 

60-day notice. If you don’t do it in the second 60 days, you can’t appeal for the removal of the 

present use value for a property. Mr. Sheffield is also appealing late present use application for 

2014. 
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Mr. Sheffield was present to speak to the Board. He mentioned that he didn’t receive the 

September 2013 notice.  

 

He received an audit in 2013, which he signed. It showed all the properties being leased that are 

not farming property. He didn’t have the information to fill out one of the pages. His cousin 

Larry Vaughan arranged for this lease. Mr. Vaughan was unreachable during this time, and Mr. 

Sheffield couldn’t reach Sandra Flythe. He sent this back in to Mr. Davis and advised that when 

he heard from Mrs. Flythe he will have her come in to give the information he didn’t have to Mr. 

Davis. There was a letter to Mr. Sheffield dated September 3, 2013 that was sent to an address 

that Mr. Sheffield no longer lived at.  

 

Mr. Sheffield turned in the 2014 Application, since they had the 2013, this was a continuation. 

Mrs. Flythe came in and gave the information for 2013. She sent Mr. Sheffield correspondence 

that this had been done. He admits he was late, but is not sure how late because he was relying 

on the farmer/tenant to supply the information that he did not have.   

 

Commissioner Carter made a note that the Tax Department included in their position paper that 

the Board ruled for previous land owners that “ignorance of the law was not good cause for 

failure to make a timely application for Present Use Assessment. When making a decision about 

taxation, the decision must be consistent.” He mentioned that the Board set a precedence. 

Therefore a decision to approve a late Present Use application would be a disservice to the 

previous taxpayers. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Joseph Barrett that the Board deny the 

appeal to release the roll back bills on parcel 02-02150, and deny the late Present Use 

Application.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Vice-Chairman Barrett made the comment that these issues keep coming up, and he thinks they 

need to do everything they can to make sure that the citizens are guided in a proper manner about 

things that they are not familiar with. He feels they need to re-look at some policies and 

procedures to see if there is something else that they could do to ensure this.  

 

Mr. Davis also appeared before the Board to obtain approval of the attached list of late Present 

Use Applications submitted due to a transfer of property, when the application meets all 

requirements of General Statute 105-277 on parcels owned by Robert and Elladeane Bowers 

Trust, Trustee Heath Bowers Cox.  

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Joseph Barrett that the Health Bowers 

Cox Present Use application be approved.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Mr. Davis also appeared before the Board to obtain approval of the attached list of late Present 

Use Applications submitted due to a transfer of property, when the application meets all 

requirements of General Statute 105-277 on parcels owned by SM Lassiter Estate LLC. 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Chester Deloatch that the Board approve 

the Present Use application on parcels 07-00719, 09-01730, 03-05042, and 03-01835 for the 

Lassiter Estate LLC.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 
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Mr. Davis also appeared before the Board to obtain approval of the attached list of late Present 

Use Applications submitted due to a transfer of property, when the application meets all 

requirements of General Statute 105-277 on parcels owned by William J. Beale, III and Albert 

W. Overby. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Joseph Barrett that the Board approve the 

late Present Use applications for the following parcels and individuals identified in the decision 

paper.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Finally, Mrs. Allen appeared before the Board to report the amount of delinquent tax and fees to 

the Board, and request their order to advertise secured 2014 tax bills during the second or third 

week of April 2015. 

 

Mrs. Allen presented the schedule summarizing the tax amount, the types, the total by tax codes 

for secured and unsecured tax bills 2014 which became delinquent on January 6, 2015. There 

was also a summary of the tax amount totals by tax codes for all delinquent secured and 

unsecured tax bills as of January 27, 2015. There is a total amount due of $2,980,033.37 for 

2014. Also, for the second schedule that summarizes all tax bills, the total is $6,063,619.78. The 

$6,063,619.78 is a combination of all the delinquent taxes, fees, and fire district tax to be 

collected.  

 

The collection rate at this time is 82 percent. 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Robert Carter that the Board adopt an 

order to the tax collector, directing that the secured 2014 tax liens be advertised pursuant to G.S. 

105-369.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Appointment to the Economic Development Commission, Request Public Hearing Date- 

Amendments to the Northampton County Revolving Loan Program, and Request Public 

Hearing Date- Amendments to Clements Mechanical Agreement: 

 

Mr. Gary Brown, EDC Director, appeared before the Board to secure a decision for the 

appointment of three members for the Northampton County Economic Development 

Commission. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Chester Deloatch that the Board of 

Commissioners reappoint the following three individuals so identified in the decision paper.  

Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Mr. Brown also appeared before the Board to request a date and time for a public hearing to 

consider proposed amendments to the Northampton County Revolving Loan program. 

 

Chairwoman Greene asked the Clerk for a date and time. Ms. Nelson gave the date of February 

16, 2015 at 1:45 p.m.  

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Chester Deloatch that the Board set 

February 16
th

 at 1:45 p.m. for a public hearing for the EDC Commission.  Question Called:  All 

present voting yes.  Motion carried. 
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Vice-Chairman Barrett asked if funds dispersed through that program have to go through this 

Board prior. Mr. Brown confirmed that this was correct. 

 

Finally, Mr. Brown appeared before the Board to secure a date and time for a public hearing for a 

proposed amendment to the Economic Development Agreement between Northampton County 

and Clement’s Mechanical Inc., revising Article IV for consistency with the Community 

Development Block Grant Program (CDBG) as related to the CDBG-SBEA award made to 

Clements Mechanical. 

 

Chairwoman Greene asked the Clerk for a date and time. Ms. Nelson gave the date of March 2, 

2015 at 10:20 a.m. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Chester Deloatch that a public hearing for 

Clements Mechanical be established for March 2
nd

 at 10:20 a.m.  Question Called:  All present 

voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Vice-Chairman Barrett asked about the estimated completion date of mid-January 2015 which 

was included in the materials that Mr. Brown provided to the Commissioners. Mr. Brown stated 

that the building has been completed. The electrical and plumbing work has yet to be completed, 

but the project is not finished.  

 

Vice-Chairman Barrett stated that he is alluding to the deferment and completion, and all of the 

funds and expected funds with this project have been forthcoming and will be forthcoming. Mr. 

Brown said yes. Vice-Chairman Barrett wanted to clarify that being in non-compliance on the 

completion date is not going to hold that up. Mr. Brown said that is correct. 

 

Vice-Chairman Barrett asked when the entire project would be concluded. Mr. Brown felt that 

they are anticipating mid-March. 

 

PLEASE SEE SCANNED DOCUMENTS WHICH ARE 

 HEREBY MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES: 
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Management Matters: 

 

Ms. Turner wanted to discuss some comments that were made by the Board during the Tax 

Department discussion. She said we are trying to do what we can in letting the citizens know 

about our policies and procedures. Ms. Turner discussed this project with Department Heads at a 

meeting last week, about a community outreach program where a Department will be featured 

possibly every other month to give a brief presentation on some issues or services within our 

County. We are going to start with the Tax Department. Presentations will be from 6:00 to 7:00 

p.m. to give the citizens time after work to attend.  

 

Citizens/Board Comments: 

 

Chairwoman Greene called for Citizens Comments. 

 

None were heard. 

 

Chairwoman Greene called for Board Comments. 

 

Vice-Chairman Barrett mentioned that he is pleased that the County Manager is going to engage 

in certain activities in informing the public. He said this is going to have to be consistent and 

ongoing because everyone is not going to get the word the first time.  

 

Chairwoman Greene stated that a couple of the Commissioners will be going to a 

Commissioners’ training in New Bern, February 18
th

 and 19
th

, and they were able to get a 

scholarship to pay for the registration. She will be going to the NACo Legislative Conference 

February 22
nd

 in Washington, DC. She asked Ms. Turner if there is anything else planned for this 

month. Ms. Turner said no, but she would like to plan a work session after the February 16
th

 

meeting. 

 

Commissioner Carter asked Ms. Turner if she said she was going to give the Board a report on 

their budget line item. Ms. Turner said if they would like to see the Governing Body’s budget, 

she can provide that. Commissioner Carter confirmed that he would like to see it.  

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Robert Carter to recess regular session. 

Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Joseph Barrett to enter into a closed 

session for the purpose of G.S. 143-318.11(a)(4). Question Called:  All present voting yes.  

Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Robert Carter to adjourn closed 

session. Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Robert Carter to enter into regular 

session.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 
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Mr. Gary Brown wanted to add one additional item. Relative to the conditional use permit for 

Clements Mechanical, he would like to move forward to effect the administration of the project 

and move it toward close-out.  

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloach and seconded by Joseph Barrett to adjourn.  Question 

Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

       

Michelle Nelson, Clerk to the Board  

“r.m. 2-02-15” 


