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NORTHAMPTON COUNTY 

REGULAR SESSION 

March 16, 2015 
 

Be It Remembered that the Board of Commissioners of Northampton County met on 

March 16, 2015 with the following present:  Robert Carter, Fannie Greene, Chester 

Deloatch, Virginia Spruill and Joseph Barrett 

    

Others Present:  Kimberly Turner, Scott McKellar, and Michelle Nelson 

 

Agenda Work Session:  

 

A 10-minute work session was held to discuss today’s agenda items. Chairwoman Greene called 

upon County Manager Kimberly Turner for input. Ms. Turner mentioned that there was one 

change. Add Tab 14 for a closed session for G.S. 143-318.11(a)(6). 

 

Regular Session: 

 

Chairwoman Greene called the meeting to order, welcomed everyone, and announced when 

citizens could make comments.  

 

Commissioner Carter delivered the Invocation, and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

Approval of Regular Session Minutes for March 2, 2015: 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Virginia Spruill to approve the 

Regular Session Minutes for March 2, 2015.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Approval of Closed Session Minutes for March 2, 2015: 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Chester Deloatch to approve the Closed 

Session Minutes for March 2, 2015.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Approval of Work Session Minutes for March 2, 2015: 

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Virginia Spruill that Work Session 

Minutes for March 2, 2015 be received and adopted.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  

Motion carried. 

 

Approval of Agenda for March 16, 2015: 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Robert Carter to add Tab 14 under the 

agenda item for closed session G.S. 143-318.11(a)(6) . Question Called:  All present voting yes.  

Motion carried. 

 

Consolidation of ECBH County Agencies: 

 

Ms. Leza Wainwright of East Carolina Behavioral Health appeared before the Board to discuss 

structural changes in the ECBH Agencies. Previously, they have been a 19 County Program for 
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the past five years. Effective July 1
st
, they will become a 24 County Program—adding five 

Counties that are currently part of a program called Coastal Care.  

 

ECBH is proposing to divide the area up into three Regions. The Northern Region will consist of 

10 Counties, The Central Region will have eight Counties, and the Southern Region will have six 

Counties. Ms. Wainwright also introduced Bland Baker, the Regional Director for the Northern 

Region, Mike Kupecki, Deputy Director for External Operations, and Dave Peterson, Regional 

Director for the Central Region. 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Chester Deloatch to approve the 

resolution of support for an alternative governance structure for the area authority serving 

Northampton County. Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

PLEASE SEE SCANNED DOCUMENTS WHICH ARE 

HEREBY MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES:  
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Budget Amendments and Miscellaneous Bank Information: 

 

Mrs. Dot Vick, Finance Officer, appeared before the Board to present Budget Amendments 22-

38. Mrs. Vick noted that on Amendment number 22, in the explanation, the first line should be 

struck because this is to correct the current year’s budget. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Joseph Barrett that budget amendment 

number 22 through 38 be adopted.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Mrs. Vick also appeared before the Board to seek approval to close a bank account at First 

Citizens Bank due to the fact that the branch in Conway is closed.  

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Chester Deloatch to close the account at 

First Citizens for the deposit that we have there and move the money to a bank in Northampton 

County.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Chairwoman Greene clarified that Mrs. Vick recommended Southern Bank. She wondered if that 

should be in the motion. Vice-Chairman Barrett asked if the bank account number 6563002453 

should be in the motion as well. 

 

Commissioner Carter asked to amend the motion.  

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Virginia Spruill that we use the bank 

account number and the funds be put into a Money Market account in Southern Bank.  Question 

Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE SEE SCANNED DOCUMENTS WHICH ARE 

 HEREBY MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES: 
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Hiring for Additional Medicaid Staff: 

 

Mrs. Shelia Manley-Evans, DSS Director, appeared before the Board to obtain approval to hire 

four additional Income Maintenance Caseworkers in the Medicaid Units with the 75% 

reimbursement rate. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Virginia Spruill to approve the hiring of 

four additional Income Maintenance Case Workers in the Medicaid unit with the 75% 

reimbursement rate.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

PLEASE SEE SCANNED DOCUMENTS WHICH ARE 

 HEREBY MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES: 
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Introduction of New Employee: 

 

Mr. John White, Acting Health Director, appeared before the Board to introduce a new 

employee, Ms. Bessie Lucas. She has taken the position of a General Clinic Public Health Nurse 

II.  

 

Adjusting EMS Fee Schedule and Lease Purchase of New Ambulance: 

 

Mr. Chuck Joyner, EMS Director, appeared before the Board to obtain a decision on adjusting 

the current fee schedule for EMS agencies operating in Northampton County.  

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Robert Carter to approve the adjusted fee 

schedule for EMS.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Mr. Joyner appeared before the Board again to obtain approval to move forward with the lease 

purchase of a new 2015 G 4500 ambulance. Originally, Select Custom Apparatus was the lowest 

bid and Mr. Joyner was going to recommend them, however he received a call from Select the 

morning of the meeting and they told him that the original bid was good for only 30 days. They 

gave him a new quote that was higher. Therefore, the quote for Northwestern Emergency 

Vehicles is now the lowest. Mr. Joyner is recommending to go with that bid.  

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Virginia Spruill to enter into a lease 

agreement to purchase a 2015 ambulance from Northwestern.  Question Called:  All present 

voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

PLEASE SEE SCANNED DOCUMENTS WHICH ARE 

HEREBY MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES: 
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Introduction of New Employees, Wastewater Inter-Jurisdictional Agreement and Water 

and Wastewater Rates: 

 

Mr. Jason Morris, Public Works Director, appeared before the Board to introduce two new 

employees: Dennis Joyner who came in December, and Justin Moody who is joining the 

Building and Grounds Department.  

 

Mr. Morris also appeared before the Board to obtain approval for the renewal of the Inter-

Jurisdictional Agreement between Northampton County and Roanoke Rapids Sanitary District.  

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Joseph Barrett that the Board approve the 

renewal of the Inter-Jurisdictional agreement between the Roanoke Rapids Sanitary District and 

Northampton County. Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Mr. Morris also appeared before the Board to obtain approval for options presented on the water 

and wastewater rates for users of the Northampton County Water System. He presented four 

different options for the Board to consider. 

 

Chairwoman Greene expressed her concern that it seems that the water and sewer bill is affecting 

Garysburg residents more than anyone else. She is asking Mr. Morris and Mrs. Vick to get 

together and do some research to do a comparison by the next meeting. 

 

There was a lengthy discussion of whether the rate should change further than what Mr. Morris 

suggested in the User Fee, or wait until the next Fiscal Year to see how expenditures would be, 

then see about decreasing the rate. 

 

Ms. Turner noted that to determine how to reduce the rates is difficult when there is already an 

approved budget and approved expenditures. She said she can’t go back and be able to give a 

better decrease in rates, without knowing for next year what the expenditures are going to be. 

She wants to make sure to maximize the reduction in those rates, so the Board won’t have to go 

back and do them in another fiscal year.  

 

Chairwoman Greene asked Mrs. Vick for her final recommendation. Mrs. Vick said she was 

looking to advise the Board of the health of the Fund. She has a different opinion as far as what it 

would do to the fund. She agrees with the fact that it would be better to use the information in the 

planning of next year’s budget.   

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Virginia Spruill to keep all the rates the 

same until the upcoming Fiscal Year. Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

PLEASE SEE SCANNED DOCUMENTS WHICH ARE 

HEREBY MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES: 
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Ad Valorem Tax Appeals: 

 

Mrs. Cathy Allen, Tax Administrator, appeared before the Board to obtain approval to release or 

refund Ad Valorem taxes assessed in the amount of $772.74 on six appeals. 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Virginia Spruill that the Board of 

Commissioners approve the request for release or refund of the Ad Valorem Tax appeals 

submitted herewith in the amounts and for the reasons stated on the listings.  Question Called:  

All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Mrs. Allen also appeared before the Board to obtain approval to release or refund Ad Valorem 

taxes assessed in the amount of $1,994.42 on 37 appeals. 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Robert Carter to approve the request to 

release or refund of Ad Valorem tax appeals submitted for $1,994.42.  Question Called:  All 

present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Management Matters: 

 

Ms. Kimberly Turner, County Manager, appeared before the Board to request a date and time for 

a Public Hearing in reference to the Revolving Loan Fund application. Before she went further 

with the Public Hearing, Ms. Turner mentioned that there was some discussion last year about 

having a Commissioners’ meeting on Easter Monday. She asked if the Board was still ok with 

this. It was a Board Consensus that having a meeting on Easter Monday can continue. She is 

requesting April 6
th

 at 10:05 for this Public Hearing.  

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Chester Deloatch that a Public Hearing be 

set on April 6
th

 at 10:05 am.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Ms. Turner also asked the Board about the NCACC’s Legislative Goals for 2015. This is part of 

the “meeting in a box” materials that the Commissioners get every year to schedule meetings 

with our Representatives. She asked the Board how they would like to handle the meeting this 

year. She also reminded the Board that Senator Smith-Ingram will be here in the County on April 

2
nd

. Chairwoman Greene asked that we contact Representative Wray to see if he will be able to 

meet with the Commissioners while Senator Smith-Ingram is here. 

 

Ms. Turner also reminded the Board that she will be out of the County this week in training.  

 

Ms. Turner received a request from Tri County Airport requesting an additional $5,000 for next 

fiscal year. However, her recommendation is to take the money out of this fiscal year because 

whatever is appropriated to them, has to be appropriated to the other airport as well. She 

reminded the Board that they want to be equal in appropriation when they are allocating funds 

during the budget sessions. Ms. Turner recommends taking the money out of Contingency. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Joseph Barrett that we take from 

Contingency the $5,000 to support the Tri County Airport for its fuel system.  Question Called:  

All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 
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Ms. Turner also mentioned that a Department Head retreat has been scheduled for Friday, March 

27, 2015 from 8:30 am-4:00 pm. The money for this retreat is being paid out of already budgeted 

funds.   

 

Also, there is a meeting with the Board of Education on March 26
th

 at 4:00 pm at the Central 

Office, as well as a meeting with the Department of Revenue on March 31
st
 at 10:00 am in the 

Commissioners’ Room. As discussed earlier, the CADA celebration banquet will be on April 

30
th

. 

 

Citizens/Board Comments: 

 

Chairwoman Greene called for Citizens Comments. 

 

None were heard. 

 

Chairwoman Greene called for Board Comments. 

 

Commissioner Spruill noted that she attended an Essentials in Government training in New Bern. 

She passed out some information that she received on the “Eight Expectations for Effective 

Boards of County Commissioners.”  

 

Vice-Chairman Barrett said he appreciates the Board supporting the Airport’s above ground fuel 

station. 

 

Commissioner Carter mentioned earlier that the Board needed to get together to brainstorm for 

the meeting with the Board of Education. It was decided that the discussion could take place 

after closed session. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Joseph Barrett to recess regular session. 

Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Robert Carter to enter into a closed 

session for the purpose of G.S. 143-318.11(a)(6). Question Called:  All present voting yes.  

Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Robert Carter to adjourn closed 

session. Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Robert Carter to enter into regular 

session.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

There was a discussion with Mrs. Vick concerning documents that are needed for the meeting 

with the Board of Commissioners and the Board of Education. 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Virginia Spruill to adjourn.  Question 

Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

       

Michelle Nelson, Clerk to the Board  

“r.m. 03-16-15” 


