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NORTHAMPTON COUNTY 

REGULAR SESSION 

July 20, 2015 
 

Be It Remembered that the Board of Commissioners of Northampton County met on July 

20, 2015 with the following present:  Robert Carter, Fannie Greene, Chester Deloatch, 

Virginia Spruill, and Joseph Barrett 

    

Others Present:  Kimberly Turner, Scott McKellar, and Michelle Nelson 

  

Agenda Work Session:  

 

A 10-minute work session was held to discuss today’s agenda items. Chairwoman Greene called 

upon County Manager Kimberly Turner for input. Ms. Turner noted that under Tab 7, Cheryl 

Warren will be doing the presentation; Mr. White is out.  

 

Vice-Chairman Barrett mentioned that he wanted to re-discuss the Forestry vehicle that was 

deleted from the budget. Chairwoman Greene asked Ms. Turner if she had any suggestions on 

where to put this item on the agenda. Ms. Turner noted that it can be placed as item number 3, 

under Tab 10. 

 

Regular Session: 

 

Chairwoman Greene called the meeting to order, welcomed everyone, and announced when 

citizens could make comments. Vice-Chairman Barrett delivered the Invocation, and the Pledge 

of Allegiance was recited. 

 

Approval of Emergency Meeting Minutes for June 29, 2015: 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Virginia Spruill to approve the 

Emergency Meeting Minutes for June 29, 2015.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  

Motion carried. 

 

Approval of Closed Session Minutes for June 29, 2015: 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Chester Deloatch to approve the Closed 

Session Minutes for June 29, 2015.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes for July 6, 2015: 

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Virginia Spruill that the Regular Meeting 

Minutes for July 6, 2015 be adopted.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Approval of Closed Session Minutes for July 6, 2015: 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Robert Carter to approve the minutes for 

Closed Session for July 6, 2015.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 
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Approval of Agenda for July 20, 2015: 

 

Chairwoman Greene stated that there are a couple of changes. She will add in an introduction for 

the 4-H representative right after Tab 5. Under Tab 7, instead of John White presenting, Cheryl 

Warren will be the speaker, and Under Tab 10 we will add the Forestry Vehicle discussion. 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Joseph Barrett to approve the amended 

agenda for July 20, 2015.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

4-H Representative: 

 

Chairwoman Greene called the 4-H Representative up that will be representing the County at the 

NCACC State Conference next month. Hannah McDermott appeared before the Board to 

introduce herself. 

 

Public Hearing- CDBG Close-Out: 

 

Chairwoman Greene recessed the regular session to go into a public hearing.  

 

Mr. Mike Scott, of PRO, appeared before the Board to conduct a public hearing to present a 

summary of the accomplishments, activities, and project expenditures for the recently completed 

2011 CDBG Scattered Site Housing Project.  

 

Chairwoman Greene called for public comments. 

 

None were heard. 

 

Chairwoman Greene closed the public hearing to go back into regular session.  

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Virginia Spruill to close-out the project 

and de-obligate the $8,772.98 in unexpended funds.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  

Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE SEE SCANNED DOCUMENTS WHICH ARE 

HEREBY MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES:  
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Partnerships to Improve Community Health Agreement: 

 

Ms. Cheryl Warren of the Health Department appeared before the Board for approval of the 

agreement between Partnerships to Improve Community Health and Northampton County Health 

Department to receive grant funds to educate the community on Health Foods and Tobacco Free 

living. 

 

Albemarle Regional Health Services received a grant from the CDC back in September of last 

year, and they divvy out the funds to the different Health Departments. 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Joseph Barrett to approve the proposed 

agreement between Northampton County Health Department and Partnerships to Improve 

Community Health to provide education on tobacco free living and access to health foods with 

an effective date of September 30, 2014.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE SEE SCANNED DOCUMENTS WHICH ARE 
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Preventative Maintenance Agreement for Heating and Cooling Systems: 

 

Mr. Jason Morris, Public Works Director, appeared before the Board to obtain approval for a 

maintenance agreement with Allred Mechanical Services, Inc. (AMS) to maintain all Heating 

and Cooling Systems in Buildings owned by Northampton County. 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Robert Carter to approve the 

preventative maintenance agreement to Allred Mechanical Service, Inc. for maintenance of all 

heating and cooling systems in buildings owned by Northampton County.  Question Called:  All 

present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

PLEASE SEE SCANNED DOCUMENTS WHICH ARE 

HEREBY MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES:  
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Ad Valorem Tax Appeals, Motor Vehicle Refunds for June 2015, and Present Use Appeal: 

 

Mrs. Cathy Allen, Tax Administrator, appeared before the Board to obtain approval to release or 

refund Ad Valorem taxes assessed in the amount of $2,471.24 on six appeals. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Joseph Barrett that the Board approve the 

request for the release or refund of the ad valorem tax appeals submitted herewith in the amounts 

and for the reasons stated on the listings.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Mrs. Allen also asked for the Board’s approval to release or refund Ad Valorem taxes assessed in 

the amount of $1,329.49 on 31 appeals. 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Chester Deloatch that the Board of 

County Commissioners approve the request for the release or refund of the ad valorem tax 

appeals submitted herewith in the amounts and for the reasons stated on the listings.  Question 

Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Finally, Mrs. Allen asked to obtain the Board’s approval of the attached list of late Present Use 

Applications submitted due to a transfer of property, when the application meets all requirements 

of General Statute 105-277. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Joseph Barrett to approve the late present 

use application received on the above list of parcels and property owners for 2014.  Question 

Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Resolution to Change the Requisite Funding Formula and Management Matters: 

 

Ms. Kimberly Turner, County Manager, appeared before the Board on behalf of the Parents for 

Moore, and in support of the Moore County Commissioners to present a resolution requesting 

the North Carolina General Assembly to change the requisite funding formula to increase the 

number of allotted classroom teachers’ positions by applying the formula to individual schools 

and grades rather than districtwide, and fund these positions by the current budgeted amount.  

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Chester Deloatch that the Northampton 

County Board of Commissioners approve the resolution to the North Carolina General Assembly 

to change the requisite funding formula to increase the number of allotted classroom teachers’ 

positions by applying the formula to individual schools and grades rather than districtwide and 

fund these positions by the current budgeted amount.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  

Motion carried. 

 

Ms. Turner also reminded the Board that they’ve asked for a retreat. She is looking at the month 

of September and asked if they could check their calendar. There was a Board consensus to set a 

date at the next meeting.  

 

Ms. Turner also wanted to coordinate, and give details for the ride to Raleigh tomorrow for a 

press conference.   
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Vice-Chairman Barrett addressed the Forestry Vehicle matter. He stated that in the deliberations 

about the budget, they agreed that there was a need for the vehicle prior to the budget hearing. 

He asked that the Board fund the vehicle, and take the money out of contingency. Commissioner 

Carter stated that if the funds can be found, then he can support the decision. Chairwoman 

Greene asked Ms. Turner about her recommendation on taking the funds out of Contingency. 

Ms. Turner does not recommend taking any funds out of Contingency at the beginning of the 

fiscal year; she suggested that the Board look at this matter again possibly around January to 

make sure that the expenditures and revenues are matching the way that they are supposed to. 

Ms. Turner mentioned that she can speak with the Forestry Director to see when the deadline is 

for the State, then she will see what we can do within the Fund Balance to be able to appropriate 

anything out of that. She will also speak with the Finance Officer to see if there is any other 

funding available, if not, it may have to come from Contingency. 

 

Chairwoman Greene asked if Ms. Turner could talk with Mrs. Vick and the Forestry Director 

and get back with the Board at the next meeting. She stated that the discussion will be tabled 

until then.  

 

 

PLEASE SEE SCANNED DOCUMENTS WHICH ARE 

HEREBY MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES:  
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Citizens/Board Comments: 

 

Chairwoman Greene called for citizens comments. 

 

Mr. Tony Burnette, the NAACP President for Northampton County, appeared before the Board 

with several concerns. The first concern was in reference to the water and sewer rates in the 

Garysburg area. He mentioned a petition that was brought before the Board earlier, and wanted 

to know if the Board made contact with those residents with the findings, and asked why the 

rates are affecting the Garysburg area the way that it is. Chairwoman Greene asked Public Works 

Director Jason Morris to answer the question concerning the water rates in Garysburg.  

 

Chairwoman Greene recognized Senator Erica Smith-Ingram and asked if she could address the 

Board. The Senator stated that she is asking for the Commissioners’ support for a revenue source 

that will help solve some of the problems with funding education in Northampton County. She 

mentioned a sales tax distribution plan that she spoke of in a previous meeting with the Board. 

Senator Harry Brown has tweaked the formula where 80% of the sales tax is per capita. This is 

the amount that will be distributed across the Counties so that we can have a revenue stream in 

Eastern North Carolina, and the 20% will go to the point of sale. 80% of that revenue coming in 

will go towards school systems.  

 

Chairwoman Greene called for a three minute break. 

 

Mr. Burnette addressed the Board once again to mention his concern about the Commodity Food 

issue not being offered to Northampton County citizens anymore. Mr. Burnette wanted to know 

if this issue has been followed up on. Ms. Turner stated that she is working with the Office on 

Aging, and they have a plan in place to get that service back on the West end of the County. Mr. 

Burnette also inquired about the Board of Commissioners and the Board of Education being in 

mediation. Finally, Mr. Burnette mentioned current salary increases given to some County staff, 

but stated that the County says they do not have the money for the Northampton County School 

System.  

 

Mr. Floyd Joiner appeared before the Board with concerns about Northampton County Schools, 

and asked the Board to think about how they can fund education.  

 

Ms. Belinda Joyner appeared before the Board to get an update on violations for Mr. Redwine’s 

business, as well as Porta Johns. County Attorney McKellar mentioned that action has been 

taken against Mr. Redwine and things are moving forward, but he is not aware of the Porta John 

issue. 

 

Mr. Burnette had one last comment where he admonished the Board to give all the County 

employees a cost of living raise.  

 

Chairwoman Greene called for Board comments. 

 

Commissioner Spruill agreed with an earlier statement that Mr. Burnette made regarding having 

a public hearing before the Board decided to change the water rates. She mentioned that this 

gave them insight as to what they should’ve done when the Board did that. She feels that the 

Board realized when there are difficult situations where a decision needs to be made, that they 

should involve the citizens.  
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Chairwoman Greene mentioned that she attended the NACo conference last week in Charlotte, 

NC, and that she has been chosen as one of nine Commissioners for an advanced leadership 

training taking place in Chapel Hill in September.  

 

Commissioner Carter mentioned that he, Vice-Chairman Barrett, EDC Director Gary Brown, and 

representatives from Dominion took a tour of a compressor station in Leesburg, VA. This is in 

reference to the Atlantic Coast Pipeline that will be coming through Northampton County, which 

will also house a compressor station. 

 

Rev. Webb wanted to make comments to the Board sharing his concern about the children of this 

County. He feels that issues with the Board of Commissioners and the Board of Education have 

been going on for a long time, and there should be a cut-off point. He believes that both Boards 

should get on one accord to educate the students.   

 

Another citizen addressed the Board with an idea that the County may be able to seek outside 

organizations and programs to help fund education. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Virginia Spruill to recess regular session.  

Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Robert Carter to enter into closed session 

for the purpose of G.S. 143-318.11(a)(6) for personnel and G.S. 143-318.11(a)(3) regarding the 

dispute with the School Board.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Closed Session- G.S. 143-318.11(a)(6) and G.S. 143-318.11(a)(3): 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Virginia Spruill to adjourn closed 

session. Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Robert Carter to enter into regular 

session.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Chester Deloatch to adjourn.  Question 

Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

       

Michelle Nelson, Clerk to the Board 

“r.m. 07-20-15” 


