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NORTHAMPTON COUNTY 

REGULAR SESSION 

December 7, 2015 
 

Be It Remembered that the Board of Commissioners of Northampton County met on 

December 7, 2015 with the following present:  Fannie Greene, Joseph Barrett, Chester 

Deloatch, Virginia Spruill, and Robert Carter  

    

Others Present:  Kimberly Turner, Scott McKellar, and Michelle Nelson 

 

  

Agenda Work Session:  

 

A 10-minute work session was held to discuss today’s agenda items. Chairwoman Greene called 

upon County Manager Kimberly Turner for input. Ms. Turner added a change under Tab 15: 

appointment of Chair and Vice Chair for the 2016 calendar year conducted by the County 

Attorney. 

 

Commissioner Carter mentioned that he was looking over his Board retreat information, and 

Mrs. Roessler suggested that the Board should hold a seminar during the year to educate the 

citizens on the information that she gave at the retreat.  

 

Regular Session: 

 

Chairwoman Greene called the meeting to order, welcomed everyone, and announced when 

citizens could make comments. Vice-Chairman Barrett gave the Invocation, and the Pledge of 

Allegiance was recited. Chairwoman Greene recognized the student representative, Ms. Desiree 

Pope who is a student at Northampton High School. 

 

Approval of Regular Session Minutes for November 16, 2015: 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Virginia Spruill to approve the 

Regular Session Minutes for November 16, 2015.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  

Motion carried. 

 

Approval of Closed Session Minutes for November 16, 2015: 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Chester Deloatch to approve the Closed 

Session Minutes for November 16, 2015.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Approval of Special Meeting Minutes for November 17, 2015: 

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Joseph Barrett that the Special Meeting 

Minutes for November 17, 2015 be adopted.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion 

carried. 
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Approval of Agenda for December 7, 2015: 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Robert Carter to approve the Agenda 

with amendment to item 15 regarding the Chair and Vice-Chair elections.  Question Called:  All 

present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Approval of 2016 Commissioners’ Meetings Calendar: 

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Virginia Spruill that the calendar for 2016 

be adopted with the understanding that if the three month trial period for the second meeting of 

the month does not work to the advantage of the Board and the citizens, that we revert back to 

the regular scheduled second meeting.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Reappointment to the ABC Board: 

 

Chairwoman Greene recessed the regular session to conduct the composite board. 

 

County Manager Turner stated that we have received a request from the ABC Board for the 

reappointment of Mr. Thomas L. Vincent for a three year term. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Virginia Spruill that Mr. Thomas L. 

Vincent be reappointed to the ABC Board for another three year term.  Question Called:  All 

present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Chairwoman Greene thanked the Mayors for being present. The new mayor for Conway, Mr. 

Tommy Barrett introduced himself. Chairwoman Greene congratulated Mr. Jason Morris, new 

Mayor of Jackson, and recognized Mr. Dick Collier, Mayor of Lasker. 

 

 

PLEASE SEE SCANNED DOCUMENT WHICH IS 
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Request for Funds: 

 

Mr. Michael Davis, Captain of Conway-Severn Rescue Squad appeared before the Board to 

request consideration for financial assistance from the County. Mr. Davis noted that the squad 

receives revenue from Northampton County local government and Conway of approximately 

$13,000 annually. Their annual operating budget is in excess of $300,000. He said they are in the 

process of cutting some of their expenses. They are offering for the County to do their billing 

which will save the squad about $20,000 a year and increase the County revenue for billing their 

mileage per call.  The Conway-Severn Rescue Squad is requesting $100,000.  

 

Commissioner Carter noted that the Rescue Squad had reached out to the community for funds 

also, and asked Mr. Davis, what would we be the bottom line—about how much is he seeking 

from the County. Mr. Davis said they would be happy if they could get at least $60,000 from the 

County. 

 

Vice-Chairman Barrett made a suggestion that the Board digest the information and examine 

other resources if there are any. He said they would obviously like to see the squad continue, but 

is not able to write them a check.  

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Virginia Spruill that due to budgetary 

constraints of the County that the request be denied.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  

Motion carried. 

 

Chairwoman Greene asked Ms. Turner if we will be able to handle coverage. Ms. Turner said 

that the County has a substation in Milwaukee that will be able to cover EMS (rescue service). 

She said she had the EMS director look into other ways to provide this service. She also 

mentioned that they will look at other ways to help Conway if possible. If so, they will bring that 

information back to the Board. 
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Water and Sewer Bill Outsourcing: 

 

Mr. Jason Morris, Public Works Director, appeared before the Board to obtain approval by the 

Northampton County Board of Commissioners to enter into an agreement with Professional Mail 

Services, Inc. (PMS) for the outsourcing of water and sewer bill printing and mailing. Mr. Morris 

explained that this is in an effort to increase customer service.  

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Robert Carter that the 

Northampton County Board of Commissioners approve the contract agreement with Professional 

Mail Services for the outsourcing of printing and mailing of water and sewer bills for the 

Northampton County Public Works Department, Water and Sewer Division.  Question Called:  

All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

County Attorney McKellar said you can cancel the agreement with or without cause with 60- 

days written notice if this service is not to the County’s liking. 

 

Mr. Morris mentioned that he is projecting the first of May as to when customers will see their 

new bills. 
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Appointment to Economic Development Commission: 

 

Mr. Gary Brown, EDC Director, appeared before the Board to secure a decision of the 

Northampton County Board of Commissioners for the appointment of Mr. John Foriest to the 

Northampton County Economic Development Commission.  

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Virginia Spruill that the Board appoint 

Mr. John Foriest from District 4 for completion of a term of appointment expiring January 31, 

2016, and a subsequent full term of appointment expiring January 31, 2019.  Question Called:  

All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 
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Board of E&R: 

 

Chairwoman Greene recessed the regular session to conduct the Board of E&R. 

 

Mrs. Cathy Allen, Tax Administrator, appeared before the Board to obtain approval of the Board 

of E&R minutes for September 21, 2015 as well as the minutes for October 5, 2015. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Joseph Barrett to approve the September 

21, 2015 minutes that are attached.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Virginia Spruill to approve the October 

5, 2015 minutes of the Board of Equalization and Review.  Question Called:  All present voting 

yes.  Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Virginia Spruill for the adjournment for 

the receiving of the Value Appeal hearings for 2015.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  

Motion carried. 

 

Chairwoman Greene closed the Board of E&R to go back into regular session. 

 

Ad Valorem Tax Appeals (Motor Vehicle Refunds): 

 

Mrs. Allen appeared before the Board once more to obtain approval to release or refund Ad 

Valorem taxes assessed in the amount of $765.19 on 19 appeals. 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Robert Carter to approve the request 

for release or refund of the Ad Valorem tax appeals submitted herewith in the amounts and for 

the reasons stated on the listings.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Amendment to EMS Management & Consultants Contract: 

 

Mr. Chuck Joyner, EMS Director, appeared before the Board to obtain approval to enter into a 

contract amendment with EMS Management & Consultants who is the billing company for the 

EMS Department. Recently, the company has come out with an application that works 

electronically which will allow paper forms, patient reports, etc. to be downloaded to an iPad. 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Robert Carter that the Northampton 

County Board of Commissioners allow the Northampton County Ambulance Service to enter 

into this amendment to the billing services agreement with EMS Management and Consultants.  

Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 
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County Appointments to the CADA Board of Directors and Management Matters: 

 

Ms. Kimberly Turner, County Manager, appeared before the Board with a request for 

reappointments to the CADA Board. They are asking to reappoint Mr. Chester Deloatch and 

Mrs. Shelia Manley-Evans.  

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Joseph Barrett that Commissioner 

Chester Deloatch and Mrs. Shelia Manley-Evans be reappointed to the CADA Board of 

Directors.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Ms. Turner also asked the Board for approval for an additional $100 for employee Christmas 

bonuses. This cost was included in the budget but it was not approved at that time.  

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter that the employees receive the Christmas bonus of $200.  

Question Called:  Yes (Commissioners Carter, Spruill, Barrett, and Greene); no 

(Commissioner Deloatch).  Motion carried. 
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Chairwoman Greene called for a break. 

 

Citizens/Board Comments: 

 

Chairwoman Greene called on the student representative Desiree Pope for comments. Ms. Pope 

asked some questions of the Board, and thanked them for having her at the meeting. 

 

Chairwoman Greene called for citizens comments. 

 

None were heard. 

 

Chairwoman Greene called for Board comments. 

 

Commissioner Deloatch brought up a concern about a high water bill from a citizen who is not 

using much water.  

 

Commissioner Spruill wanted to congratulate the student representative and thanked Ms. Putney 

for bringing her. 

 

Vice-Chairman Barrett asked Attorney McKellar about the status of Mr. Titus Miller’s 

processing facility. Mr. McKellar noted that he spoke with Mr. Miller, and has been in contact 

with Gary Brown on this issue. Mr. Brown is going to meet with Mr. Miller and go out to the 

facility to collect information on the business. He also mentioned that proposed language is 

being revised for the Board’s consideration. He is hoping to include better language so this issue 

can go forward. 

 

Commissioner Carter reiterated his comments from the work session concerning the information 

that the Board wants to bring to the citizens about the County. 

 

Commissioner Spruill asked Mr. McKellar for an update on recouping taxes. Mr. McKellar said 

he’s been given an updated list by the Tax Assessor. He said the titles are being searched right 

now. Once that is complete, he will be filing multiple lawsuits. 

 

Chairwoman Greene mentioned that she is on the State Board of Directors this year. She will be 

going to a meeting next month and would like the Board to let her know of any concerns they 

wish for her to share on the State level. She also reminded the Commissioners of the Chamber 

Christmas party on Thursday, and hoped they could attend. 

  

Appointment of Chair and Vice-Chair and Appointment of County Attorney and Clerk to 

the Board: 

 

Chairwoman Greene turned the meeting over to Mr. McKellar to conduct the appointments. 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Joseph Barrett to appoint Fannie 

Greene as Chair for the 2016 calendar year.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion 

carried. 
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A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Fannie Greene to appoint Joseph 

Barrett as Vice-Chair for the 2016 calendar year.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  

Motion carried. 

 

Mr. McKellar turned the meeting back over to Chairwoman Greene. 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Robert Carter to continue with the 

present County Attorney Scott McKellar.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Joseph Barrett to appoint Michelle 

Nelson as Clerk to the Board for 2016.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Chairwoman Greene recognized the Superintendent in the audience. Dr. Smith-Woofter thanked 

the Board for the opportunity to have the students come to the meeting. She said Ms. Turner 

reminded her that the students have an opportunity to do internships with the County as well.  

 

Ms. Turner asked the Board to check their calendars for their iPad training. It was a consensus 

that the training will be on December 15, 2015 at 10:00 am.  

 

Chairwoman Greene recessed the meeting until 2:30 to meet with the North Carolina 

Representatives. 

 

Chairwoman Greene called the meeting to order, and called upon Representative Wray to speak 

first (Senator Smith-Ingram was not at the meeting yet). 

 

Representative Wray greeted the Board, and discussed some of the issues that he’s working on: 

 The Boat Landing at Odom Prison 

 The Hwy 158 project 

 The Timber Industry 

 Cell Phone Towers in the County 

 

There was also a discussion concerning the sales tax distribution. Representative Wray noted that 

this issue was a tough challenge, and they were blessed to have Harry Brown (who is a major 

budget writer on the Senate side) go up against the opposition on this issue. He felt the County 

got the best deal it could, under the circumstances. 

 

Senator Smith-Ingram also gave comments, and spoke on the issues she feels are important to the 

County: 

 On the Hwy 158 project, Senator Smith- Ingram stated that they were making headway 

with Secretary Tata. A portion of 158 was included in the Bond package as it related to 

the roads and the infrastructure. However, that was scaled back after Secretary Tata left. 

She said the challenge now is to persuade the leadership that is currently running the 

transportation committee. She’s put in a request to Senator Berger, to see if he will work 

toward getting them some dates.  

 Getting secondary roads paved. She is requesting $500,000 on this project. 
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 She discussed the Sales Tax Distribution monies that the County will receive, and 

admonished the Board to have plans and projects in mind for that money.  

 She also passed out Senate Bill 554 concerning School Building Lease Reform. 

 

Representative Wray mentioned that he is working with Century Link on internet issues.  

 

Senator Smith-Ingram stated that they can better serve the County when they have plans from the 

County Commissioners. She asked if the Board could coordinate with the Mayors and the Town 

Councils to get them plans on what is needed, what research has been done on projects, and what 

they need from the Representatives. She said they can then take that plan and go lobby for it.  

 

Senator Smith-Ingram asked Chairwoman Greene when she can anticipate getting a list from the 

Board. It was decided that the Board will have a list ready the first week of February. This would 

be a list on projects, and to touch base with the Town Council and Mayors.  

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Joseph Barrett to adjourn.  Question 

Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

       

Michelle Nelson, Clerk to the Board 

“r.m. 12-07-15” 


