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NORTHAMPTON COUNTY 

REGULAR SESSION 

January 20, 2016 
 

Be It Remembered that the Board of Commissioners of Northampton County met on January 20, 

2016 with the following present:  Fannie Greene, Joseph Barrett, Chester Deloatch, Virginia 

Spruill, and Robert Carter  

    

Others Present:  Kimberly Turner, Scott McKellar, and Duane Ashmon 

 

Absent: Michelle Nelson  

 

Agenda Work Session:  

 

A 10-minute work session was held to discuss today’s agenda items. Chairwoman Greene called 

upon County Manager Kimberly Turner for input. Ms. Turner stated that under Tab 7, add 

Sheriff Jack Smith for the NC Governor’s Crime Commission Grant. 

 

Regular Session: 

 

Chairwoman Greene called the meeting to order, welcomed everyone, and announced when 

citizens could make comments. Commissioner Carter gave the Invocation, and the Pledge of 

Allegiance was recited.  

 

Approval of Regular Session Minutes for January 4, 2016: 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Virginia Spruill to approve the 

Regular Session Minutes for January 4, 2016.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Approval of Closed Session Minutes for January 4, 2016: 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Chester Deloatch to approve the 

January 4, 2016 Closed Session Minutes.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Approval of Agenda for January 20, 2016: 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Robert Carter to approve the agenda with 

one modification under Tab 7 which is the Crime Commission Grant.  Question Called:  All 

present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

R-CCC Updates: 

 

Dr. Michael Elam, President of Roanoke-Chowan Community College, appeared before the 

Board to give updates on the College. Dr. Elam brought one of his Board of Trustee members, 

Mr. Al Vann as well as their Dean of Finance and Facilities, Mr. David Forester.  
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Dr. Elam mentioned that they are starting a new marketing strategy for R-CCC, and shared with 

the Board some new programs the College has, and an update on a grant from the North Carolina 

Tobacco Trust Fund Commission that allows the College to offer more scholarship opportunities.  

 

Mr. Forester introduced a couple of initiatives that are of interest to the College. One is 

concerning Energy Savings on the campus, the other is concerning the NC Bond Referendum 

that has been initiated from the Governor’s office that will be voted upon at the primary election. 

Mr. Forester also gave a report to the Board on R-CCC’s budget on how they are using funds 

that have been appropriated by Northampton, Hertford, and Bertie County. 
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Contract with Robert E. Sessoms Youth Center and Contract with iSpeak, Inc.: 

 

Mr. John White, Acting Health Director, appeared before the Board to request approval for an 

agreement between Northampton County Health Department and Robert E. Sessoms Youth 

Center, Inc. for the purpose of providing meals for the Northampton County Health 

Department’s Home Delivered Meals Program. Rev. Sessoms has asked for a $.25 per meal 

increase.  

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Virginia Spruill to approve the proposed 

agreement between Northampton County Health Department and Robert E. Sessoms Youth 

Center for the purpose of preparing meals for Northampton County Health Department’s Home 

Delivered Meals Program.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Mr. White wanted to add that Rev. Sessoms and his staff have been great to work with.  

 

Mr. White also asked for approval of a contract between iSpeak, Inc. and Northampton County 

Health Department’s Home Health Agency for the purpose of providing speech therapy services 

for home health patients. 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Chester Deloatch that the Board of 

Commissioners approve the proposed contract between Northampton County Health 

Department’s Home Health Agency and iSpeak, Inc. for the purpose of providing speech therapy 

services as presented.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 
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Ad Valorem Tax Appeals, Motor Vehicle Refunds, and Present Use 

Applications/Approvals: 

 

Mrs. Cathy Allen, Tax Administrator, appeared before the Board to obtain approval to release or 

refund Ad Valorem taxes assessed in the amount of $585.76 on three appeals.  

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Virginia Spruill to approve the request 

for release or refund of the Ad Valorem Tax Appeals submitted herein.  Question Called:  All 

present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Mrs. Allen also asked to obtain the Board’s approval to release or refund Ad Valorem taxes 

assessed in the amount of $681.34 on 23 appeals. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Joseph Barrett that the Board of 

Commissioners approve the request for release or refund of the Ad Valorem Tax appeals 

submitted herewith in the amounts and for the reasons stated on the listings.  Question Called:  

All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Finally, Mrs. Allen asked to obtain approval of the list of late Present Use Applications 

submitted due to a transfer of property, when the application meets all requirements of General 

Statute 105-277. Based on a decision paper approved by the Board on February 16, 2012 to the 

assessor to allow her to submit this group of late applications, all requirements have been met. 

There is one application for parcel 09-02790 for Mr. Trenton Burgress.  

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Chester Deloatch to approve the 

present use application on parcel 09-02790 for 2015 and the Board release bills 15A0902790.1 in 

the amount of $540.98, 15A0902790.2 in the amount of $503.02, also 15A0902790.3 in the 

amount of $465.06 and 15A0902790 in the amount of $421.63.  Question Called:  All present 

voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Chairwoman Greene called for a two minute break. 

 

Capital Improvement Plan, Appointment to the Cultural Arts Committee, Management 

Matters and Sheriff’s NC Governor’s Crime Commission Grant: 

 

Ms. Turner appeared before the Board to obtain approval of the County’s Five-Year Capital 

Improvement Plan for Fiscal Years 2016-2017 through 2020-2021. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Virginia Spruill that the Board of 

Commissioners approve the Five-Year Capital Improvement Plan and the projects contained 

therein for the years 2016-2021.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Ms. Turner also presented a request for an appointment for the Northampton County Cultural 

Arts Committee. Mrs. Collier, the Chairperson, is requesting to appoint Ms. Erma Jean Ross to 

replace Ms. Denise Barnes on the committee for a three-year term. 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Robert Carter to approve Ms. Erma Jean 

Ross of Garysburg to the Cultural Arts Committee.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  

Motion carried. 
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Ms. Turner also reminded the Board that we still need two appointments on the Planning Board; 

one from District 2 and the other from District 3. The Board of Education has proposed to take 

the Commissioners on a tour of the schools. They would like to do the tour on February 3rd. She 

asked the Board to check their calendars.   

 

It is a Board consensus to do the tour on February 3rd at 9:00 am.  

 

The Public Forums have been confirmed concerning the Supplemental Tax issue on January 28th 

at the Wellness Center at 6:00 pm; and on February 24th at 6:00 pm at Lake Gaston. The location 

will be announced at a later date. 

 

There will also be a meeting with Trillium Health Resources on January 26th at 11:00 am at the 

Wellness Center. 

 

Finally, Ms. Turner spoke about a letter that she passed out to the Board concerning a meeting 

that she had with Steve Keen, the Eastern Regional Director of the Governor’s office, Vice-

Chairman Barrett, and Gary Brown. They discussed some of the issues that we have in the 

County in hopes that he will pass the information to the Governor.  

 

Sheriff Jack Smith appeared before the Board to seek post approval to apply for a grant to 

purchase 40 9mm weapons for the deputies. The pistols that the deputies are currently carrying 

are 12 to 13 years old. The Northampton County Sheriff’s Office will be reimbursed 100% for 

all costs of the pistols and other equipment used with the pistols. The amount of the grant is 

$24,500. 

 

Chairwoman Greene noted that the Sheriff mentioned that he has to pay for the items up front, 

and wanted to know if this is in his budget. Sheriff Smith replied that he can borrow it right now. 

 

Vice-Chairman Barrett asked when they will recoup the money from the grant. Sheriff Smith 

replied that they are hoping to have it around the 1st of May.  

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Joseph Barrett to allow the Sheriff’s 

Department to accept the grant funds for the purchasing of the weapons and other materials that 

go along with the weapons; and to give permission to apply for the grant.  Question Called:  All 

present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Virginia Spruill that the Sheriff be 

allowed to purchase the weapons.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 
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Citizens/Board Comments: 

 

Chairwoman Greene called for Citizens Comments. 

 

Mr. Tim Hallowell from Woodland addressed the Board and thanked them for having evening 

meetings.  

 

Mr. Kenneth Manuel, new Mayor of the Town of Woodland, appeared before the Board to 

introduce himself. He also referred to a letter he sent to the Board concerning playground 

equipment that the County may dispose of since receiving a grant for new playground equipment 

at the Cultural and Wellness Center. 

 

Commissioner Spruill asked Mr. Manuel if he could give them a recommendation for a citizen 

from his Town to represent the Planning Board for District 2.  

 

Mr. Tony Burnette also thanked the Board for evening meetings, and says it gives the working 

citizens an opportunity to attend.  

 

Mr. Burnett also wanted to know if a Cost of Living Increase was in the future for County 

employees. He said that he was concerned about comments made to the Board previously about 

the loan made to the Baysire Restaurant. He felt that as a prior business owner, he was not privy 

to the information concerning that loan. He asked how the County will recoup the money now 

that the restaurant is closing if they file for bankruptcy. He also wanted to follow up with the 

water rate issue in Garysburg.  

 

Chairwoman Greene responded that as far as the water bill goes, she noted that the Board made a 

reduction, and the Public Works Director tweaked some things like making sure the caps were in 

place. She noticed that her water bill has decreased and said that others in Garysburg should have 

seen a decrease as well. She said they will look at this issue again at budget time to see if it can 

be reduced further.  

 

Chairwoman Greene also explained that the Revolving Loan is not County money, but they are 

funds from the State for any business owner that applies. She said it would have been available 

to Mr. Burnette as well, had he inquired about it.  

 

Ms. Turner said the County has advertised the loan in the paper before, and the program 

information is on the County website also. She said in the loan agreement, as far as recouping the 

funds, the County does have security interest in the loan agreement. If the company does go 

bankrupt, the County can secure the property. County Attorney McKellar stated that specifically, 

the $150,000 loan is secured by a first priority lien deed of trust on the building and all the 

equipment, and there are no other liens out there, so the County is fully protected. Should there 

be a default, the County can foreclose.  

 

Concerning the Cost of Living, Chairwoman Greene stated that the Board looks at that each year 

when budget time comes around and decides on this issue based on the funds that the County 

has. She also mentioned that the employees did not get a raise, but did get a nice Christmas 

bonus this year. She said the Board appreciates the employees and tries to show that 

appreciation.  
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Chairwoman Greene called for Board Comments. 

 

Commissioner Carter mentioned that he is very happy to see citizens present this evening. He 

also stated that at the meetings, they can get facts. He mentioned the political forum that was 

held in the County and feels that there was a lot of misinformation. He said by coming to the 

meetings, citizens can get the right answers.  

 

Commissioner Spruill was also glad to see the group that came to the meeting tonight.  

 

The citizens were reminded that we are conducting the evening meetings on a trial basis. If the 

citizens come, then we will continue.  

 

Chairwoman Greene stated that Eastside school is a terrible looking site, and wanted to know if 

there is someone we can notify. Ms. Turner mentioned that Eastside belongs to the Board of 

Education, and she can speak with the Superintendent about it.  

 

Ms. Belinda Joyner stated that she had an opportunity to meet with a representative from the 

Federal Department of the EPA. They are going around to different communities to discuss the 

Economic Development in the communities and see what their concerns are. They will be 

coming back to Northampton County and she will notify the Board when they do.  

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Robert Carter to adjourn.  Question 

Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

       

Michelle Nelson, Clerk to the Board 

“r.m. 01-20-16” 


