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NORTHAMPTON COUNTY 

REGULAR SESSION 

April 17, 2017 
 

Be It Remembered that the Board of Commissioners of Northampton County met on April 17, 

2017, with the following present:  Fannie Greene, Chester Deloatch, Charles Tyner, and Robert 

Carter.  

 

Others Present:  Kimberly Turner, Scott McKellar, Nathan Pearce, Leslie Edwards and Komita 

Hendricks 

 

Absent: Geneva Faulkner 

 

Chairman Carter called the meeting to order. 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Fannie Greene to enter into closed 

session for the purpose of G.S. 143-318.11 (a)(5). Question Called:  All present voting yes.  

Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Fannie Greene and seconded by Chester Deloatch to adjourn closed 

session.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Agenda Work Session:  

 

A work session was held to discuss today’s agenda items. Chairman Carter called upon County 

Manager Kimberly Turner for input. Ms. Turner had no changes. Chairman Carter called upon 

Commissioners for input. Commissioners had no changes. County Manager Kimberly Turner 

provided the Board with a copy of an email for their consensus on allowing the Army to come 

into the County to perform emergency management drills. County Manager Turner also stated 

that this drill has been done in Halifax County and this can possibly help with grant funding for 

the County.  Chairman Carter stated in response to our letters to Northampton County Board of 

Education; they will not provide any further information until a Joint Meeting is held. County 

Manager Turner suggested holding the meeting before budget sessions are complete. Chairman 

Carter stated the date for the Joint Meeting will be scheduled at the May 1
st
 Commissioners 

Meeting.  

 

Regular Session: 

 

Chairman Carter called the meeting to order, welcomed everyone, and announced when citizens 

could make comments. Chairman Carter gave the Invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited. 

 

Approval of Regular Session Minutes for April 3, 2017: 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Fannie Greene to approve the Regular 

Session Minutes for April 3, 2017.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 
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Approval of Closed Session Minutes for April 3, 2017: 

 

A motion was made by Fannie Greene and seconded by Chester Deloatch to approve the Closed 

Session Minutes for April 3, 2017.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Approval of Agenda for April 17, 2017: 

 

A motion was made by Charles Tyner and seconded by Chester Deloatch to approve the agenda 

for April 17, 2017.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

Budget Amendments: 

 

Ms. Leslie Edwards, Finance Director, appeared before the Board to obtain approval of Budget 

Amendments #12 to 23 for Fiscal Year 2015-2016. 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Fannie Greene that the Budget 

Amendments #12 to 23 be adopted.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE SEE SCANNED DOCUMENTS WHICH ARE 

HEREBY MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES:  
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Appointment to the NC Senior Tar Heel Legislator: 

 

Mrs. Joslyn Debraux-Reagor, Aging Director, appeared before the Board to obtain approval of 

the appointment of Peggy Cary, as an alternative to the Senior Tar Heel Legislator.   

 

A motion was made by Fannie Greene and seconded by Chester Deloatch to appoint Peggy Cary 

as an Alternate for the Senior Tar Heel Legislator. Question Called:  All present voting yes.  

Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 PLEASE SEE SCANNED DOCUMENTS WHICH ARE 

HEREBY MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES:  
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Ad Valorem Tax Appeals:  

 

Mrs. Cathy Allen, Tax Administrator, appeared before the Board’s to obtain approval to release 

or refund Ad Valorem taxes assessed in the amount of $626.44 on 4 appeals. 

 

A motion was made by Charles Tyner and seconded by Fannie Greene that the Board approve 

the request for release of the Ad Valorem tax appeals submitted herewith in the amount and for 

the reasons stated on the listings.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Motor Vehicle Refunds: 

 

Mrs. Cathy Allen, Tax Administrator, appeared before the Board to obtain approval to release or 

refund Ad Valorem taxes assessed in the amount of $1,793.67 on 40 appeals. 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Fannie Greene that the motor vehicle 

refunds be approved as submitted. Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE SEE SCANNED DOCUMENTS WHICH ARE 

HEREBY MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES:  
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Lake Gaston Clean-up Day Resolution: 

 

Ms. Kimberly Turner, County Manager, appeared before the Board with a Resolution in Support 

of Take Pride in Lake Gaston Clean-Up Day 2017. 

 

A motion was made by Fannie Greene and seconded by Chester Deloatch to approve the 

resolution for Lake Gaston Clean-Up Day for 2017.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  

Motion carried. 

 

Contribution to July 4
th

 Celebration: 

 

Ms. Kimberly Turner, County Manager, presented a request from the Northampton County 

Chamber of Commerce asking for support in contributing $1,950 towards the cost of fireworks 

for the 4
th

 of July Celebration. 

 

A motion was made by Fannie Greene and seconded by Chester Deloatch to approve the 

contribution of $1,950 towards the cost for the July 4
th

 Celebration.  Question Called:  Yes 

(Commissioners Carter, Deloatch, and Greene); no (Commissioner Tyner).  Motion carried. 

 

Management Matters: 

 

Ms. Kimberly Turner, County Manager, appeared before the Board to obtain approval of Mr. 

Nathan Pearce, Assistant County Manager, as an alternate for the UCPCG Executive Committee. 

 

A motion was made by Charles Tyner and seconded by Fannie Greene to appoint Mr. Nathan 

Pearce as an alternate for the UCPCG Executive Committee. Question Called:  All present 

voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

County Manager Turner stated on May 3, 2017 at 6:30 pm at the J. W. Faison Auditorium, there 

will be a Public Forum on Solar Farms. She also provided the Board with an informational paper 

about the current programs offered through the Recreation Department.  

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE SEE SCANNED DOCUMENTS WHICH ARE 
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Public Hearing-Rezoning:  

 

Chairman Carter recessed the regular session to go into a Public Hearing. 

 

Mr. William Flynn, Planning and Zoning Director, stated the purpose of this public hearing is to 

receive and consider public input regarding a re-zoning request that, if granted, will rezone the 

subject property from Light Industrial (LI) to Agricultural Residential (AR).  

 

Chairman Carter called for Commissioners question for Mr. Flynn. 

 

Commissioner Tyner asked if the land was located in the Town of Seaboard.  

 

Mr. Flynn stated no. 

 

Commissioner Tyner also asked if the applicant has considered rezoning just a portion of the 

land. 

 

Mr. Flynn stated that’s a question for the applicant who is here today. 

 

Commissioner Greene asked why are we talking about solar farms. 

 

Mr. Flynn stated that most of the time rezoning is done for a specific reason.  

 

Commissioner Greene asked what illegal spot zoning was. 

 

Mr. Flynn stated the difference between spot zoning and illegal spot zoning.  

 

Chairman Carter asked the applicant if she had any questions for Mr. Flynn. 

 

Mrs. Mary Frommer, applicant, stated no. 

 

Chairman Carter called for Mrs. Mary Frommer to present evidence to the Board. 

 

Mrs. Mary Frommer, applicant, stated the purpose of her being here today is to represent her 

family; whom grew up in Seaboard. She stated that she has been made aware that farmers are 

having a hard time making the kind of money they did 2 or 3 years ago and if this happens it’s 

going to make it harder for them to pay their rent to landowners. She also stated that she is 3 

centuries old and it’s getting harder for her to come back to Northampton County to conduct 

farm business. She stated that the tax money that will be received from the solar company would 

far exceed the amount they currently pay for farm land.  

 

Mrs. Frommer stated that Sun Energy 1 is the company that approached her family. They assure 

the family that the energy generated from this particular farm will stay here in North Carolina. 

She also read a letter from Sun Energy 1. In closing, Mrs. Frommer stated that this will benefit 

more than just her, her brother and her sister; it will benefit their children and grandchildren.    

 

Chairman Carter called for Commissioners questions for Mrs. Frommer. 

 

Commissioner Tyner asked Mrs. Frommer who the owners were and where they lived. 
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Mrs. Frommer stated she is the owner, but has a sister in California and brother in Washington.  

 

Chairman Carter called for public comments. 

 

Mrs. Mary Bridgers, citizen, stated comments in reference to preserving farm land. 

 

Mrs. Debbie Davis, citizen, stated comments referencing facts that she had received from NC 

State and why we need to preserve farm land.  

 

Mr. Albert Vann, citizen, stated comments in reference to solar farms. 

 

Mr. Tim Hollowell, citizen, stated comments in reference to being told what can and can’t be 

done with land that you own.  

 

Chairman Carter closed the Public Hearing to enter into regular session. 

 

A motion was made by Charles Tyner and seconded by Chester Deloatch to deny the request for 

rezoning from Light Industrial to Agricultural-Residential. Question Called:  All present voting 

yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

PLEASE SEE SCANNED DOCUMENTS WHICH ARE 
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Citizens/Board Comments: 

 

Chairman Carter called for Citizens Comments. 

 

None heard. 

 

Chairman Carter called for Board Comments. 

 

Commissioner Tyner made comments in reference to the Health Department and water surveys. 

  

Vice-Chairman Deloatch had no comments.  

 

Commissioner Greene made comments in reference to the number of solar farm requests in 

Northampton County and encouraged Board members to attend any Board/Committee meeting 

that they may be assigned to.  

 

Chairman Carter made comments in reference to the Public Forum regarding Solar Farms on 

May 3 at the J.W. Faison Auditorium.  

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Fannie Greene to adjourn.  Question 

Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

       

Komita Hendricks, Clerk to the Board 

“r.m. 04-17-17” 


