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NORTHAMPTON COUNTY 

REGULAR SESSION 

June 20, 2016 
 

Be It Remembered that the Board of Commissioners of Northampton County met on June 20, 

2016 with the following present:  Fannie Greene, Joseph Barrett, Chester Deloatch, Virginia 

Spruill, and Robert Carter.  
    

Others Present:  Kimberly Turner, Scott McKellar, and Michelle Nelson 

 

Agenda Work Session:  

 

A work session was held to discuss today’s agenda items. Chairwoman Greene called upon 

County Manager Kimberly Turner for input. Ms. Turner had no changes.  

 

Regular Session: 

 

Chairwoman Greene called the meeting to order, welcomed everyone, and announced when 

citizens could make comments. She also gave the Invocation, and the Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited.  

 

Approval of Regular Session Minutes for June 6, 2016: 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Virginia Spruill to approve the regular 

session minutes for June 6, 2016.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Approval of Closed Session Minutes for June 6, 2016: 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Chester Deloatch to approve the Closed 

Session Minutes for June 6, 2016.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Approval of Agenda for June 20, 2016: 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Robert Carter to approve the agenda for 

June 20, 2016 as is.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Roanoke Connect Initiative: 

 

Mr. Marshall Cherry, COO for Roanoke Electric Cooperative, appeared before the Board to 

update them on a project that Roanoke Electric is working on. The project is called Roanoke 

Connect. Mr. Cherry explained that there is already 100 miles of fiber that is here in the area 

(along US 158) and Roanoke Electric will be extending an additional 100 miles of fiber from that 

network, building a backbone in our region. The main purpose is to meet the core needs of 

Roanoke Electric Cooperative but also to meet the needs for regional collaborators. Mr. Cherry 

introduced Ms. Angie Bailey, of ECC Technologies. She explained that they are a partner on this 

initiative. They have designed and are building the backbone. 

 

Chairwoman Greene called for a 5 minute break. 
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HCCBG Public Hearing:  

 

Chairwoman Greene recessed Regular Session to enter into a Public Hearing. 

 

Mrs. Joslyn Reagor, Office on Aging Director, appeared before the Board to obtain approval of 

the Home and Community Care Block Grant allocations and services for FY 2016-2017.  

 

Chairwoman Greene called for public comments. 

 

None were heard. 

 

Chairwoman Greene closed the Public Hearing to enter back into the Regular Session. 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Chester Deloatch that the Board of 

Commissioners approve the Home and Community Care Block Grant allocations and the local 

match for county agencies as identified in attachment number 1.  Question Called:  All present 

voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Chairwoman Greene thanked Mrs. Reagor for the service she provides regarding the home 

delivered meals program. She said it is very much needed across the County, and it has been a 

great service. She also noted that we are getting additional funding for the seniors. She thanked 

Mrs. Reagor for her hard work. Mrs. Reagor said she would like to give that praise to the 

providers for making it happen.  

 

 

 

PLEASE SEE SCANNED DOCUMENTS WHICH ARE 

HEREBY MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES:  
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Solid Waste Availability Fee and Microcomm Service Contract Agreement: 

 

Mr. Jason Morris, Public Works Director, appeared before the Board to obtain approval for an 

increase of Solid Waste Availability Fees. He said each year there has been an increase in their 

contract price through Waste Industries. There was a 1.8% increase in the contract price. This is 

why Mr. Morris is proposing the increase. The new fee will be $210.86 a year. 

 

Chairwoman Greene asked for public comments on this matter.  

 

Mr. Tim Hollowell asked how many accounts Mr. Morris had. Mr. Morris replied that he has 

10,440 plus or minus some. It is a changing number each day. 

 

Mr. Tony Burnette asked if we are looking at incurring any other costs in reference to Solid 

Waste any time in the near future. Mr. Morris said not that he was aware of at this time, but he 

stated that each time we apply for a grant for our scrap tires, each time the grant submittal 

package is sent out to them for a grant for our scrap tires, it is noted that it may not be a 

guarantee that the scrap tire funds will be there for grants. Right now it’s sustainable. There is no 

cost to the County, but that may be going away some time in the future. He said that would be 

the only additional cost he may see in the future. 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Virginia Spruill that the Board of 

Commissioners approve the recommended rate changes for the Solid Waste Availability Fees to 

be effective July 1, 2016.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Mr. Morris also asked for approval from the Board for the authorization of a service agreement 

with Microcomm for the upcoming fiscal year 2016-2017.  

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Joseph Barrett that the Board of 

Commissioners approve for the Public Works Department to enter into a service agreement with 

MICROCOMM for the amount of $6,500 annually to be renewed on a yearly basis.  Question 

Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE SEE SCANNED DOCUMENTS WHICH ARE 

HEREBY MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES:  
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Public Budget Hearing:  

 

Chairwoman Greene recessed Regular Session to enter into a Public Hearing. 

 

Ms. Kimberly Turner, County Manager, appeared before the Board to hold a budget Public 

Hearing to present the Proposed General Fund Operating Budget for the fiscal year beginning 

July 1, 2016 for the Board’s consideration and approval. 

 

Chairwoman Greene called for public comments. She noted that some of the citizens that filled 

out the comments sheet for the end of the meeting wanted to talk about the school system, so 

she asked them if they would like to voice their opinions at this time. 

 

Mr. Albert Vann stated that he’s looking at the number of students that will be leaving 

Northampton County schools and going to Virginia schools or Hertford County schools. He said 

the problem is the distance the students would have to travel. He said that the parents are 

concerned about the quality of education in Northampton County. He knows that we won’t solve 

the problems today but he wants the Board to be aware that there is a problem. He said he would 

like to see each member representing each district on the School Board. He feels this would help.  

 

Mr. Tim Hollowell gave a petition to the Commissioners, which was started by concerned 

citizens of the County. He said they got over 730 signatures, and these are not all of the ones he 

will get. He said the citizens that signed the petition are opposed to the closing of Northampton 

County High School at Creeksville. They are hoping that the School Board would look at more 

options. He will present another petition to the school Board, hopefully with the additional 

signatures.  

 

Chairwoman Greene closed the Public Hearing to enter into the Regular Session. 

 

 

 

PLEASE SEE SCANNED DOCUMENTS WHICH ARE 

HEREBY MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES:  
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Accreditation Commission for Health Care, Inc. Contract: 

 

Mr. John White, Acting Health Director, appeared before the Board to request approval of a 

contract between The Accreditation Commission for Health Care, Inc. and Northampton County 

Health Department’s Home Health Agency for the purpose of providing accreditation services 

for the home health agency. 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Virginia Spruill that the Board of 

Commissioners approve the proposed contract between Northampton County Health 

Department’s Home Health Agency and the Accreditation Commission for Health Care (ACHC) 

for the purpose of providing accreditation services as presented by Mr. White.  Question Called:  

All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

PLEASE SEE SCANNED DOCUMENTS WHICH ARE 

HEREBY MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES:  
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FY 16-17 General Fund Operating Budget Adoption, Back-up 911 Emergency 

Communications Agreement, Appointments to the Turning Point Workforce Development 

Board, and Management Matters: 

 

Ms. Kimberly Turner, County Manager, appeared before the Board once more to obtain approval 

and formal adoption by the Board of Commissioners of Northampton County’s Fiscal Year 

2016-2017 General Fund Operating Budget. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Chester Deloatch to approve and adopt 

the FY 2016-2017 General Fund Operating Budget as presented in the amount of $33,719,237.  

Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Ms. Turner asked the Department Heads in the room to stand up, and noted that without them, 

they would not be able to get the budget the way it is today. Ms. Turner added that the Finance 

Officer was also instrumental in getting the budget put together.  

 

Ms. Turner also asked to obtain the Board’s approval to enter into an agreement with Halifax 

County for mutual aid in utilizing the other’s 911 emergency communications system. 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Robert Carter that the Board of 

Commissioners approve the agreement between Northampton County and Halifax County for 

mutual aid in utilizing each other’s 911 emergency communications system in case of natural 

disaster.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Ms. Turner asked for the Board’s approval to appoint new members to the Turning Point 

Workforce Development Board. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Virginia Spruill to appoint Gale Lashley 

and Samuel Teruel-Velez to the Turning Point Workforce Development Board for a two-year 

term.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Finally, Ms. Turner passed out a letter from the Board of Education where they asked the Board 

of Commissioners to reconsider approving the Board of Education’s per diem increase for the 

upcoming school year.  

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter that the Board of Commissioners allow the members of the 

Board of Education to receive a per diem increase for the upcoming year.  Question Called:  yes 

(Commissioners Carter, Deloatch, and Greene); no (Commissioners Spruill and Barrett).  

Motion carried. 

 

 

PLEASE SEE SCANNED DOCUMENTS WHICH ARE 

HEREBY MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES:  
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Citizens/Board Comments: 

 

Chairwoman Greene called for Citizens Comments. 

 

Mr. Tim Hollowell asked if the Board has made a decision on the once-a-month evening 

meetings.  

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Virginia Spruill to continue the second 

meetings of the month at 6:00 pm.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Mr. Hollowell also stated that there are some open lines on the petition he gave out earlier if any 

of the Commissioners wanted to sign it.  

 

Mr. Tony Burnette wanted to commend the Board and the County Manager for the cost of living 

increases for County employees. He said that is something that they have been championing for a 

long time. He said being a former County employee he knows how important it is to earn a living 

raise. Mr. Burnette also asked if NCCAR is bringing any revenue to the County, how much 

funding did the County put into it, where do we stand with NCCAR, and he wanted to know if it 

is owned by the County. Mr. Burnette also asked if the County was currently in contract with 

Waste Management for garbage disposal and if so, how long are we in the contract for, and how 

much is it costing the average citizen.  

 

Ms. Turner stated that NCCAR is not owned by the County. Chairwoman Greene called on EDC 

Director Gary Brown to answer Mr. Burnette’s questions. Mr. Brown stated that NCCAR is a 

501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation chartered under the auspices of the State of North Carolina. It 

has a land lease with the County for the land on which it operates. The nonprofit owns the assets 

that have been constructed on the site. Northampton County invested about $1.2 million in the 

acquisition of the site at the request of the North Carolina General Assembly. The General 

Assembly in turn awarded $14,750,000 for the construction and development of the NCCAR 

facilities. It is continuing to operate in the County without any subsidies from the remaining 

State appropriated funds, and has not received any additional appropriations from the County or 

the State for the past six or seven years. Approximately $58,000 in property tax is paid to 

Northampton County annually by NCCAR. There are also events there which generate sales tax 

revenue.  

 

Mr. Albert Vann wanted to note that the Board just raised the School Board’s stipend $200, and 

we are in a Tier 1 County. He said that will not sit well with a lot of citizens.   

 

Ms. Turner asked the Public Works Director, Mr. Jason Morris to address the questions in 

reference to Solid Waste. Mr. Burnette asked how long the County was locked into the Waste 

Industries contract, and how much the fee is per citizen. Mr. Morris stated that the current 

contract is valid through June 30
th

 of 2019, and the current Solid Waste Fee with the approval 

tonight is $210.86. 

 

Chairwoman Greene called for Board Comments. 

 

Commissioner Carter said that he heard Mr. Vann, and he saw the looks on others citizen’s faces 

that carried the message. He said he felt that if we were not expending any additional funds to 

give the Board of Education the per diem that they sought, then he was ok with that. They had it 
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in their budget, and they may have done it unbeknownst to them. That is why he supported the 

increase in their per diem. 

 

Chairwoman Greene agreed with Commissioner Carter as well as Mr. Vann’s comment, but 

mentioned that we are also trying to work with the school system. She also stated that she 

attended the State Board of Director’s meeting in Raleigh last week. One of the things that they 

have developed is a new property tax program. She has asked them to contact the County 

Manager to present that program to Northampton County, because it may be something to 

benefit the County as an upgrade. She feels that if this can help us in the way of finances, then 

we need to take a look at it.  

 

Chairwoman Greene said the State is also trying to profile counties, and we are trying to do a 

better job with getting information about Northampton County out. She said she submitted 

information about our Mock Commissioners’ meeting to the State that we had in May. She said 

we need to let the State know the kinds of things we are doing in the County.  

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Virginia Spruill to adjourn.  Question 

Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

       

Michelle Nelson, Clerk to the Board 

“r.m. 06-20-16” 


