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September 5, 2017 
 
Tom Hogan, P.E. 
Doucet & Associates 
123 Union Street, Suite 302 
Easthampton, MA 01027 
 
Re: Wetland Delineation Memo  

Monson Turnpike Road  
Ware, MA 
SWCA Project #: 43202 

 
Dear Tom:  

SWCA Environmental Consultants (SWCA) conducted a site visit at Monson Turnpike Road in Ware, Massachusetts 
on August 2, August 3, August 8, August 15, and August 30, 2017.  As requested by Doucet & Associates, Inc. 
(Doucet), SWCA Professional Wetland Scientist (Meredith Borenstein #2118) and (Colleen Puzas, WPIT #325376) 
investigated the site to confirm the presence or absence of jurisdictional wetland areas within 200-feet of the 
proposed developable area as shown on Sheet C-4 Erosion and Sedimentation Control Plan. Figure 1. Wetland 
Delineation Map depicts the boundaries of the wetland features and watercourses that were surveyed.  SWCA has 
separately provided Doucet with the electronic shapefiles of these features.   

The proposed 150-acre project area consists forested wetlands and uplands.  There is a certified vernal pool located 
on the northwest corner of the site.  See Figure 2. NHESP.   The property is located between Monson Turnpike Road 
to the east and Coffey Hill Road to the west. Residential houses and an unnamed perennial stream are located to the 
northwest of the project site. Except for delineated wetland features, the remainder of the parcel consists of an upland 
forest on an undulating landscape with several small hills.   

During the site investigation, SWCA performed a wetland delineation using a multiple parameter method approach 
following the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act (WPA) Regulations at 310 CMR 10.00 and the Regional 
Supplement to the Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual: Northcentral and Northeast Region (Version 2.0) 
(Environmental Laboratory, 2012).  SWCA marked the wetland boundaries in the field with solid pink plastic flagging 
tape labeled with an alpha-numeric designation (i.e., A-101, A-102, etc.), and then surveyed the flag points with GPS 
equipment capable of sub-meter accuracy.   

The resource areas identified by SWCA during the site investigation include the following:  

Bordering Vegetated Wetland (BVW):  BVW has a 100-foot Buffer Zone 

• Wetland AB: Flags associated with Wetland AB consist of A1 to A93, AA1 to AA42, B1 to B22, and B100 to 
B151. Flag B151 connects to Flag B22. Wetland AB is comprised of intermittent stream channels, forested 
and emergent wetland areas, and borders an offsite unnamed perennial stream.  

• Wetland CDF: Flags associated with Wetland CDF consist of C1 to C14, D1 to D96, DD100 to DD125, and 
F1 to F63. Wetland CDF is a forested wetland/hillside seep with an understory comprised of ferns, 
intermittent stream channels, and is intermixed with upland islands delineated out with flags E1 to E28.  To 
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enclose some of the upland and wetland series, connecting points include: D-96 connects to D-32, E28 
connects to D15, and E1 connects to D30.  A culvert is present near Flag D1.  

• Wetland H: Flags associated with Wetland H are H1 to H109. Wetland H is comprised of a hillside seep, an 
intermittent stream, and forested wetland area.  

• Wetland G: Flags associated with Wetland G are G1 to G9. A culvert is present near Flag G9 and Wetland G 
is a forested wetland area located along Monson-Turnpike Road.  

Bank: Bank has a 100-foot Buffer Zone.  

• Bank STA and STB: Bank flags associated with the intermittent stream include STA-1 to STA-12 and STB-1 
to STB-13. The stream channel was idenifited within Wetland AB and was only delineated within the 
proposed crossing area. The stream continues north and south.  

• Bank STC and STD: Bank flags associated with the intermittent stream include STD-1 to STD-9 and STC-1 to 
STC-8. The stream channel was identified within Wetland CDF and was only delineated within the proposed 
crossing area. The stream continues northwest and southeast.  

Mean Annual Highwater (MAHW)/ Bank:  MAHW/Bank is the start of the 200-foot Riverfront Area  

• An unnamed perennial stream is located slightly off property on the western side of the site.  Here it was 
flagged as follows: MA-100 to MA-124. The Bank of the stream channel was well defined in this location; 
therefore, the MAHW flags were place at the top of Bank.  The stream flows to the north and eventually onto 
the subject site in the northwest corner of the property.  Because the northwest corner of the property is 
entirely composed of wetlands, the perennial stream bank was not flagged in this location.    

All wetlands are presumed to be federally jurisdictional per the Clean Water Act, unless the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers rules differently.  Any proposed work within wetlands, within 100 feet of wetlands, or within the 200-foot 
Riverfront Area which starts at the Bank of the unnamed perennial stream and extends 200-feet out, will require filing 
a Notice of Intent or a Request for a Determination of Applicability with the Town of Ware Conservation Commission 
and Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection.  Doucet may wish to file for a Determination of 
Applicability or an Abbreviated Notice of Resource Area Determination to confirm the jurisdictional wetlands on this 
site. 

If you have any questions about this material, please do not hesitate to contact our office.  

Sincerely,  

SWCA Environmental Consultants  

     

Meredith Borenstein, PWS    Colleen Puzas, WPIT 

Wetland Scientist      Environmental Specialist- Wetland Scientist 
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 Figure 2.  NHESP 
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Figure 1. 
Wetland Delineation Map 
Doucet & Associates Inc. 
Monson Turnpike Road 
Ware, MA

SWCA Project No.: 43202
Latitude      42°15'56.3"N 
Longitude   72°18'48.6"W
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