
The Use Table displays the land uses that are 
permitted in the various zoning districts in 
Town. The 2012 bylaw rewrite consolidated 
multiple use tables. Today, the modern Use 
Table is organized by six general categories: 

► Residential

► Public and Civic

► Agricultural

► Office and Research

► Retail Business and Consumer Services

► Industrial

Planning & Community Development 
126 Main Street, Ware, MA 01082 

www.townofware.com 

Brochure updated: 
November 2022

Planning Board  
Richard Starodoj 
Nancy Talbot
Ed Murphy, III
 Kenneth Crosby
Chris DiMarzio 
Elizabeth Hancock, Alt.

Zoning Board of Appeals
Lewis Iadarola 
Jodi Chartier
Charles Dowd
Greg Eaton
Phil Hamel
David Skoczylas, Alt.
George Staiti, Alt.

Planning & Community Development 

413.967.9648 ext. 120

Rob Watchilla
Director of PCD Dept.

rwatchilla@townofware.com

Kristen Jacobsen
PCD Dept. Admin. Assistant 

kjacobsen@townofware.com 

Need more information?

Please call or stop by the 
Planning & Community Development Department 

during normal business hours. 

We are here to provide information and to assist you 
with your permitting process. 
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The Use Table indicates whether a use is permitted by 

right (Y), by Special Permit (SP), or is not permitted (N) for 

specific uses in each zoning district. 

It is important to remember that the Use Table deals with 

the principal use of a property, not accessory uses. For 

most zoning districts, when there are two uses on a 

property:  the principal (main) use and the accessory. For 

example, a single family residence in the RR district with a small 

business run from it:  the home is the principal use and the 

business is the accessory. 

The only variation from this is in the mixed use districts (RB, DTC, 

and MY) where any combination of uses permitted by right or by 

Special Permit are allowed on a single property, subject to the 

requirements of the Use Table. For example, a building in the 

Downtown Commercial (DTC) district used for a retail store, an 

eating establishment specializing in serving alcohol, and 

apartments on the upper floors, with the eating establishment 

portion requiring a Special Permit. The other two uses (retail and 

apartments) are allowed by right.  

Site plan review is not on the Use Table because site plan review addresses site 

design, not use. All new commercial development (construction of new buildings) 

requires site plan review. You can learn more in the “Approval Procedures” and 

“Accessory Uses” brochures. Please refer to the full Zoning Bylaw for details. 

Example of an accessory use 

Example of a mixed use building 

 
Key to Zoning Districts: 
 
 RQ - Rural Quabbin 
 RR - Rural Residential 
 SR - Suburban Residential 
 BLR - Beaver Lake Residential 
 DTR - Downtown Residential 
 RB - Residential Business 
 DTC - Downtown Commercial 
 MY - Mill Yard 
 HC - Highway Commercial 
 CI - Commercial Industrial 
 I - Industrial 




