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In Minnesota, we believe that:

•Promotion of safety culture, crash severity reduction, 
surrounding land use, and non-motorized users should be the 
amongst the highest considerations when determining a road’s 
speed limit.

•Achieving driver compliance through the equitable
application of engineering, road design, education and 
enforcement should be considered for all users when 
determining a road’s speed limit.

•A vision for speed limits should recognize the different
functions roadways provide.
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surrounding land use



Speed is one element
of our traffic safety 
culture. To be effective 
we need to consider all 
elements.

Toward Zero Deaths



SpeedING
is NOT

Speed Limit



Long History
Minnesota has a long history in 
addressing safety on their roads

TZD established in 2003

2014 saw lowest number of 
fatalities since 1944
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Data, Data Everywhere

“We are drowning in information 
but starved for knowledge.”
John Naisbitt
Book Megatrends ~1982
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MN Fatal Bike and Ped Crashes



The More Things 
Change, The More They 
Remain The Same.
Jean-Baptiste Alphonse Karr
French critic, journalist, and novelist (1808-1890)

Speed Limit History



In Minnesota
• Statuary Urban Speeds 

• Minnesota – 30 mph  
• All neighboring states – 25 mph

• MnMUTCD (2019)
• Engineering Approach
• Should be within 5 mph of the 85th percentile 

speed of free-flowing traffic
• May consider other factors

Current Practice in Minnesota
2018 Survey Conducted by NCUTCD 
A National Need for focus on Context• Operational Speed

• The Pace Speed
• Crash History
• Roadside Environment
• Road Characteristics

- Shoulder - Alignment
- Grade - Sight Dist.

• Parking Practices
• Non-Motorized Activity



Data, Data Everywhere



Injury minimization/Safe system philosophy

62 
mph

37 
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Use and Function of Roadway Classification

Establishes level of 
roadway based on 

fit and function

Mobility

Land Access

Arterials

Collectors

Locals

Higher mobility,
low degree of access

Balance between 
mobility and access

Lower mobility,
high degree of access



Sample Functional Classification Map



So, What Are We Doing About It?
MnDOT

• Work Zone Speed Management Study
• Implementing Process Improvements

TZD Action Teams
• Speed Action Team
• Automated Speed Enforcement 
• Urban and Rural Roadway Design
• The Choice of Speeding: Consumer Research

Local Road Research Board
• Impact of Speed Limit Changes on Urban Streets
• Guidelines for Determining Speed Limits on Municipal Roadways

Minnesota Safety Council
• Dynamic Speed Feedback Sign: Grant projects
• Speed Counts: Employer Campaign  









Some County Perspectives

Joe Gustafson
Washington County Traffic Engineer



Speed Limit: City Questionnaire



Speed Limit: City Questionnaire



Speed Limit: City Questionnaire



County Road Speed Limits

• Statutory Limits when applicable (55 rural, 30 urban)
• Or set by MN Commissioner of Transportation, at county request
• Some limited exceptions (school zones, active work zones, etc)
• Consistent statewide process, considers site conditions

• Cities allowed to set their own limits for city roads (2019 statute)
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Speed Study Criteria

• Follow Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD)
• Federal regulation, though some states adopt their own (including MN)
• Applies to all roadways (even private roadways open to public travel)
• Requirements:

• Increments of 5 mph
• Speed limit sign appearance
• Unless “statutory”, must conduct “engineering and traffic investigation” 
• Provides list of factors to consider for that investigation

• Says limits “should” be within 5 mph of 85th percentile – NOT required

• There are no “MUTCD Police”, but possible civil liability
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Some Recent Pressure Points

• Study process can take a while (weather, staffing, etc)
• Impossible to satisfy all stakeholders
• Some trunk highway limits going above 55, city streets going below 30
• Increasing pedestrian safety concerns

• Cities cannot lower speed limits on county roads
• Increasing speeding
• Decrease in traffic enforcement
• Still no evidence that changing the speed limit changes the actual 

speeds
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MCEA Platform Position

• MCEA believes the purpose of speed limits is to promote a safer environment 
for all roadway users by minimizing conflicts between vehicles and supporting 
uniform traffic speeds that are reflective of the roadway design, context and 
operating speeds. Speed limits are most effective when they are reasonable, 
predictable, and respected by drivers. 

• MCEA supports the process established by Minnesota Statutes 169.14, 
Subd. 5 which ensures objective, uniform determination of speed limits by 
centralizing such authority with the Minnesota Commissioner of 
Transportation and opposes any statutory changes that result in a lack of 
consistency in how speed limits are determined across the State of 
Minnesota. 
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Benefits of Current Statute

• Better uniformity of speed = fewer conflicts
• Predictable limits = better compliance and driver respect
• Solid basis for law enforcement officers and courts
• MnDOT has the expertise, welcomes feedback, and is transparent
• MnDOT process protects counties from liability, lawsuits
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More Benefits of Current Statute

• Speed limit discussions can be highly charged, emotional
• Current statute promotes positive relations

• County Boards
• County staff
• Law Enforcement & Courts
• Constituents (residents, drivers)
• Adjacent counties (border roads)

• MnDOT serves as neutral arbitrator, makes data-driven decision
• County officials have agency in requesting study, advocating
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Coming Attractions
• New Federal MUTCD coming (2022?)

• Draft released for comment in 2020
• Comment period closed in Spring 2021
• Changes to guidelines for setting speed limits – Will affect MnDOT process

• IIJA – Requires more frequent updates of the MUTCD
• “USLIMITS3” – Updates to optional but rigorous national process

• Implementation phase of Minnesota Speed Limit Visioning:
mnspeedlimitvision.org
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Some Final Thoughts

• Continued pressure to break apart the system
• Even an opt-out statute would put pressure on county boards and staff
• Speeding and pedestrian safety are big issues

• Speeds, and speeding, are both increasing
• Cars are quieter, fast doesn’t feel as fast as it once did (if you are in the car)
• Enforcement of traffic laws remains low, focus is on outliers
• Speed limit is an outcome of road design, not an input.

• MUTCD changes and Speed Limit Vision will improve the process
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Speed Limit Vision: Next Steps

Education, Education, Education!

Sharing the Vision

Process improvement related to speed study materials, 
documents.

Develop additional tools and resources.



Questions?

Mark Vizecky
State Aid Operations Engineer

Joe Gustafson
Washington County Traffic Engineer
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