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Section Corner Monument



Land Survey



County Surveyors

• Please stand up if your county has a County 
Surveyor?

• Stay standing if your County has a full time 
County Surveyor?

• Please stand up if your County does not have a 
County Surveyor?





What is the PLSS?



What are PLSS corners?





How many Section 
Corners are in Minnesota?

2840 Township Corners

300,000+ PLSS Corners

How many Township 
Corners are in the state?



• There were over 300,000 monuments set in Minnesota 

• Land Surveyors are charged with trying to remonument 
the corner in the same position as the original wood post. 

• The federal government gave the job of maintaining 
these corners to the states

• Minnesota gave that responsibility to the counties.

• Some counties maintained them, and some did not.

• Less than half of these corners have been certified and 
even less have GPS coordinates on them.

Why is the PLSS Endangered Species?



Why does it matter to you?

• All Land descriptions in Minnesota are described 
off of these corners. 

• This affects all infrastructure and boundaries in 
the State!

• The Section and Quarter Corners Control the 
Limits of a Section and all property internal to the 
section.

• The corners and lines set by the Surveyor 
General are unchangeable.



Why do we need to Remonument 
Minnesota?

• Original Monuments gone
• Surveyors not filing Corner Certificates
• Increased risk of Property disputes
• Inequitable Taxation
• Disagreements about resource rights
• Confusion over Easement location
• Unnecessary expenditures by citizens and local 

governments
• Develop Statewide high accuracy Geo-referenced 

Parcel Map (GIS apps need higher accuracy)



Who is working on this?

• Land Surveyors and GIS professionals have joined forces.

• Working on multiple projects at the same time.

• Statewide LIDAR

• Open Parcel data

• County Boundary problems

• Statewide PLSS remonumentation legislation

• Looking for support from other organizations: 

• County Engineers, County Recorders, County 
Assessors, County Auditors, County Treasurers, 
Mndot, MN DNR, and AMC



What we have accomplished so far.

• Rough Count of all the PLSS corners in the state.
• Pilot Project in Grant County

• Remonumented Lawrence Township
• LCCMR Grant
• Developed model RFP for other counties to use.

• Developing a business case for Remonumentation.
• Working on legislation
• Mngeo is looking to add a State Survey 

Coordinator to help coordinate this effort. 
• Gathering letters of Support
• PLSS General Public Information Website
• https://mnplss-umn.hub.arcgis.com/





When do we want to get this done?

• Now

• This should have been done a 100 years ago.

• PLSS corners are an endangered species

• We are looking to introduce legislation at the 
next session to start a statewide remonumentation 
project.



How are we going to pay for this?

• Do you have any ideas?

• Looking for money from the general fund.

• Most states use money from the recording fees on 
recorded documents.

• We are looking at remonumenting a township in each 
county every two years.

• Cost $150,000 per township x 87 counties = 
$13,050,000.00 every two years.

• Other states have been doing this for years



How are we going to get this done?

• We need you support

• Any county interested in hearing more about 
this let us know.

• We need to create an AMC Platform 
Amendment for this project.

• Make it a priority for the AMC Transportation 
and Infrastructure Committee and AMC.



Questions


