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Turnback Program

• Why a state highway Turnback program? 

• What governs the program? 

• How the Turnback program works?

• Program/Budget 2024 - 2025
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Turnback Program

• Why a state highway Turnback program ? 
• Primary reasons - Our systems are dynamic, we are always 

striving to provide the best transportation system and we want 
roads owned and operated by the right governmental agency 

• Level of service – maintenance for example 
• Mobility vs access
• Local vs state decision making 
• Funding priorities & competitiveness
• Public expectations
• Traffic volumes
• System continuity preferences
• System spacing & parallel routes 
• Agency boundary changes
• System length or classification
• State, regional or local points of interest
• Many more reasons
• State constitution
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Turnback Program

What governs the program?
• Constitution of the State of Minnesota

• Article XIV - Public Highway System – Sec. 2
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Turnback Program

• Constitution of the State of Minnesota

• Article XIV Sec 2 Public Highway System
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2014 Jurisdictional Realignment Project = 11,856 miles
www.dot.state.mn.us/stateaid/programlibrary/jrp-final-report.pdf

http://www.dot.state.mn.us/stateaid/programlibrary/jrp-final-report.pdf


Turnback Program

• MN Statute 161.081 Highway User Tax, 
Distribution, Investment

• 5% Funding distribution, 53.5% apportionment to the 
flexible highway account, Metro County distribution, 
50 percent Metro / 50 percent Greater MN 

• Restoration of former trunk highways and the 
meaning of restoration
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Turnback Program

• MN Statute 161.081 Highway User Tax, Distribution, 
Investment

• 5% Distribution, 53.5% apportionment to the flexible highway 
account, Metro County distribution, 50/50
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Turnback Program

• MN Statute 161.081 Highway User Tax, 
Distribution, Investment

• 5% Distribution, 53.5% apportionment to the flexible 
highway account, Metro County distribution, 50/50
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Flexible Highway Account = Turnback Program



Turnback Program

• MN Statute 161.081 Highway User Tax, 
Distribution, Investment

• 5% Distribution, 53.5% apportionment to the flexible 
highway account, Metro County distribution, 50/50
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Turnback Program

• MN Statute 161.081 Highway User Tax, 
Distribution, Investment

• 5% Distribution, 53.5% apportionment to the flexible 
highway account, Metro County distribution, 50/50
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Turnback Program

• MN Statute 161.081 Highway User Tax, 
Distribution, Investment

• Restoration of former trunk highways and the 
meaning of restoration
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Turnback Program

• Negotiations will always include:

• Type of restoration 

• Level of effort

• Improve the route

• Acceptable condition

• By agreement
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Turnback Program

• How the turnback program works
• State/County/City can bring an idea forward
• Alignment of agency goals
• Willing buyer and willing seller
• Negotiations of project elements
• Do the right thing
• Nothing is forced
• Win/Win outcomes
• Alignment of annual funding with project development
• Consider multiple sources of revenue
• Manage the program funding 
• Project vs in-lieu payment option
• Report to legislature
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2024 - 2025 County and Municipal Turnback Account Budget
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Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA)
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Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA)

• Estimated to bring $240M/year to 
MN from formula funding

• $170M/year to MnDOT

• $70M/year to local agencies

• Estimated another $60M/year to 
match discretionary funding

• $40M/year for MnDOT

• $20M/year for local agencies
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28% 
discretionary

72%
formula



IIJA Discretionary Grant Programs

MnDOT State Aid Website - Bipartisan Infrastructure Bill - Infrastructure 
Investments and Jobs Act - State Aid – MNDOT

• Bridge Investment Program (BIP)
• Multimodal Projects Discretionary Grants (MPDG) 
• Nationally Significant Freight and Highway Projects (INFRA)
• National Infrastructure Project Assistance (Mega)
• Rural Surface Transportation Grant (Rural)
• National Scenic Byways Program Grants 
• Railroad Crossing Elimination Program
• RAISE Grants 
• Reconnecting Communities
• Safe Streets for All Grants
• Tribal Transportation Program Safety Fund (TTPSF)
• Advanced Transportation Technology & Innovative Mobility Deployment
• Charging and Fueling Infrastructure Grants
• Congestion Relief Program
• National Culvert Removal, Replace & Restoration Grant
• Promoting Resilient Operations for Transformative, Efficient, and Cost-

Saving Transportation (PROTECT)
• Strengthening Mobility and Revolutionizing Transportation (SMART)

• RAISE grants awarded to MN
• 6 projects awarded approx. $100M in federal 

funding

• $37M identified as non-federal commitment from 
applications

• MN – 1.7% of national population.  Awarded 4.4% 
of RAISE federal funds.  WE CAN COMPETE.

• Local agency discretionary funding application 
submittals (as of 9/12/2022)

• 20 projects

• Approx. $250M in federal funding requested

• Approx. $260M non-federal funding gap or match 
needed
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http://www.dot.state.mn.us/stateaid/iija.html


Corridors of Commerce
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Corridors of Commerce

• Build state highway projects that foster 
economic growth, enable goods to be 
transported through a commerce-friendly 
network, and provide additional mobility to 
users.

• $250M in funding

• Solicitation currently open until November 30

• Any government entity, including a corridor 
coalition, can submit 1 project

• Projects scored on 8 criteria identified in 
statute

• Project award announcements in May 2023
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Thank you 

Ted Schoenecker
State Aid for Local Transportation

ted.schoenecker@state.mn.us
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