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Minnesota 
Public Land 
Survey 
System 
(PLSS)

It is the job of the licensed Land Surveyor to put these corners back to 
where they were originally set. 

Traditional funding sources linked to fees leave greater Minnesota 
short of necessary funds. 

The State gave that responsibility to the Counties.  

The Government Land Office (GLO) originally set these corners and 
gave the power of maintaining them to the State.  

Most of these PLSS corners were originally wooden posts. 

Minnesota Public Land Survey System was surveyed in Minnesota by 
the Federal Government (GLO) from 1847 to 1907. 



1978 PLSS 
Legislation





New PLSS work

MACS did a count of all the Sections corners 
in the State. (+/- 315,000)

2017

MACS applied for a grant for a pilot project in 
Grant County.

2018

MACS joined forces with MnGeo to 
remonument Minnesota.

2021

submitted legislation to remonument 
Minnesota. ($350 Million over 35 years)

2022



In 2023, 
MSPS hired a 
Lobbyist,
Phil Raines



House File 1830 
and Senate File 
1426
State 
Government 
Omnibus Final 
Bill

• Public Land Survey System Appropriation.
• $9,700,000 the first year is for the grant 
program authorized by Minnesota Statutes, 
section 381.125, and for grants to counties to 
employ county technical staff to aid surveyors 
making land survey corners. Up to six percent 
of this appropriation may be used by the chief 
geospatial information officer for the 
administration of the grant program. This is a 
onetime appropriation and is available until 
June 30, 2027.



Governor’s Signature May 25th



A big THANK YOU 
to our PLSS 
Legislative 
Authors

• 6 Authors in the House.
•
• Rep. Mike Freiberg 
(DFL) District: 43B
• Rep. Paul Anderson (R) 
District: 12A
• Rep. Gene Pelowski, Jr. 
(DFL) District: 26A
• Rep. Rick Hansen (DFL) 
District: 53B
• Rep. John Huot (DFL) 
District: 56B
• Rep. Mary Franson (R) 
District: 12B

• 3 Authors in the Senate
•
• Senator Jim Carlson (52, 
DFL)
• Senator Mark W. Koran 
(28, R)
• Senator John R. Jasinski 
(19, R)
•
• Senator Torrey N. 
Westrom (12, R)
• Retired Senator Ann 
Johnson (2022)



MnGeo Survey Coordinator



The Next Steps
PLSS Preservation 
Committee Charter

Hire Surveyor 
Coordinator to 
work in MnGeo.

Develop a model 
plan.

Develop GAC RFP Develop a Grant 
application.

PLSS Data 
Standards 

Supplemental 
Budget Bill for next 
year

Outreach Get all counties to 
apply.



Local MMATC

https://www.mngislis.org/event/meet-me-at-the-corner-2023

Dakota County, Meeting October 10th.

Ramsey County 

Hennepin County Meeting October 16th or 17th. 

Carver County

Rice County

Itasca County

https://www.mngislis.org/event/meet-me-at-the-corner-2023


Selection 
Criteria and 

Weight

The review committee will 
be reviewing each applicant 

based on the following 
formula:

Rank = 1000/(Total 
County Revenues from 

2021(in millions)* 
Percent of certified 
corners with known 
geodetic coordinate 

values)

Examples:
• Lake County: 

1000/40.1*0.05 = 498.75
• St. Louis County: 

1000/(365.4*0.42) = 6.52
• Hennepin County: 1000/ 

(2371.4*1) = 0.42





Southwest corner to Minnesota



https://plss-minnesota.hub.arcgis.com/

https://plss-minnesota.hub.arcgis.com/


Thank You!!
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