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The Critter S+ory is
dedicated to my grandchildren,
Kate, Anho, Walker and Sawyer,

ond to all the chidren of Conway.






"Divcrc;ier encompasses acceptance and respect. It
means kKhnowing +that each individual s unigue
ond different in a variety of ways. Diversity moves
beyond tolerance o these ' differences to
embracing and cclcbr‘aﬁnﬂ the rich dimensions
of each individual.



CONWAY CRITTERS

Conway Critters, diverse are we,
But all bclonﬁ to our Pamily.
Some are large ond some are small
And some you hardly hotice at all
Some have scales and some are Purry. Some
move slowly while others alwayc; Inur'ry!

Conway history is told as you Follow their trail.
Our critters, +houah silent, wil not let you Fail.
The Critters ok Conway have found the key.

The Kcy i5 to live ih harmony.
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CONWAY CRITTERS,

(Map Not to Scale)



The land at the corner of Fifth Avenue and Main Street was originally
part of a large grove of live oak trees that grew on the bank of
the Waccamaw River. Constructed in 1935 this building was
Conway’s first federal post office. The Horry County Museum
occupied the building from 1981 to 2014. After the museum

relocated, Horry County Council gave the building to the City of
Conway. Today the building is called Fifth & Main and it houses
the Conway Visitor Center. The building also provides space for
Conway Downtown Alive and community events. This structure has
been listed on the National Register of Historic Places since 2009.




aggie the Squirrel woke From her nap on
thé branch of the od ook +tree.  She
Fetched an acorn From the pile she had

ﬁa’rhcr'ccl the alay before and began 1o Fil her
r'umlolina +ummy (crunch, crunch). Ma 9]6 saw
Conwav's Mayor on the sidewalk speaking to a
young gir but she could Ioarcly hear thent talking
over the noise of eating the yummy, crunchy acort

You see, Conway's arca’rcc;Jr
treasure (crunch crunch) is
the kcy,“ the Mayor said
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As she swalowed her acorn Ma ge's little ears
Pcrkcd up.  What did the Mayor Jus? say? Always
adventurous and ever so curious, Maggie knew she
had heard something very imPor'JranJr!

Maiaic is the baby of a large squirrel Pamily. Her
older Brothers and sisters never have time to play
with her, so Maggie has to use her imagination and

mak.e up her own games. Al she
really heard was a few words
about a key ond treasure, but
those words put visions in her mind.
She imaﬂir\cd a treasure that could
meah riches for them all.




Mogaie is one of eight critters who live in the
historic downtown distFict These animals are ver
special, ond they are knhown as +the Conway
Critters. The Conway Critters know a lot about the
city so Maggie thought she could ask them *to help
her find the key. With this plan in mind, she hurried
across the busy Main Street to find Augustus the
Allianror'.



Augustus the Alligator lives beneath the Alligator Oak on the grounds
of the First United Methodist Church. This live oak is so named
because its branches resemble an alligator lying along the trunk of the
tree. The Alligator Oak (c. 1537) and all of the live oaks of Conway are
protected by ordinance for future generations. Conway has been a

Tree City USA for many years, and the live oak trees are
considered to be our city’s oldest citizens. As you travel Conway’s
streets you will see the importance placed on preserving these great
oaks. The City of Conway plants young trees grown from the
acorns of the historic oaks throughout the city as part of its “Baby
Oak Program.”




A ugustus watched Maiaic From his usuadl spot

uhder the large ook tree on the ﬂrouhdc; of

the church. Augustus is large and raother
scary looking, although™he redlly isa PcaccPul,
cam critter His skin is dark and scaly and
looks like the bark on the tree that shelters
him, hamed the Aligator Ock. The other
Conway gators refer to live nearby in
the Waccamaw Eivcr. Auauc;-fuc; ikes to
be alone, so he spcnds his days
wa+clnina the cars 90 Iay oh
Main Street.




Moaggie knows that Augustus has lived in Conway
for a very Ionﬁ time. Surely he would know where
to Find the key" 'Oh, Augustus,' said Ma gie. "Can you
PLEASE Inclp me< The mayor needs us ﬂro find a kcy
that may have been hidden since 1732, when the
settlers First came to our City. Please see il you
can Inclp."

At First Augustus thought the search was just
one of Maggie’s’ sily gomes. Maggie was so excited
that her larﬁc Iouc;lny tall +wi+chcgqcpr and riﬁhf
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“Maaaic,“ Augustus said, "You are my Priend and |
want 1o hclp ou, but | have never seen anyohe
hidina treasure. We wil see what we can find.'

So together, Maggie and Augustus begon their
search in~all the places nearby; but the did not
find +he key. Augustus soid, 'Maagagie, each of the
Conway Critters lives in a dié?—crcrﬂr por+t ofF
downtown, so maybe they wil help us it we ask."
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In 1732 Governor Robert Johnson laid out the settlement and gave it
the name, Kings Town, which was later shortened to Kingston. By
1734 Kingston was a small settlement with about 400 people. In
1801 the name was changed to Conwayborough in honor of Robert
Conway, a Revolutionary War hero. In 1880 the “borough” was

dropped and the name became Conway. The property at the corner at
Fourth Avenue and Main Street was named Kingston Park by Conway
City Council in 2017.




weet Pea the Rabbit was nibbling 0

S oh the green grass in Kinaeron oi?rg!""
Park. when shé looked up and

saw Maggie and Augustus coming

down Main Street Sweet Pea is a smadl,
grey robbit with large plOPP\é ears, big
Eyes, ond a FlufFfy tail sweet Pea is very
smart sweet and timid. She comes from
a very large Pamily so  Augustus aond
Maggje “thought some ofF her many

brothers oand sisters might
know about the kcy.
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She likes livina in Kinac;-fon Park because it is
located on a louc;y street corner with lots of
ights from cars and stores. The nearby marquee
oq: the Theatre of the chublic has colorful liﬁh‘fs
that Sweet Pea loves!

'Oh, Sweet Pea' said Maggie, '‘Can you help
us look For a key?' 'OF course,' said sweet
Peo, "You know | wil. 'm so alad that you asked

me!
When Augustus came near the +imid little

rabbit's ears stibfened and she stopped eating
She was Priathcncd ofF Augustus because he wos




was such a big guy, but Augustus was
entle, Pricr\dly and very pdlite. Sweet
ea soon learned that size does not
motter ot all and she even let
Augustus hold her up to look ih some
hiag places Lor the key. She Felt like
she was P\yin when he held her up in
the air. She ?\acl never been able to
InoP =Te) Inialn.
They “al had fun searching but no key woas
found. The three critters decided to move on and
continue their search.
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In 1802 the corner of Main Street and Third Avenue was the site of a
wooden structure that served as the first Horry County courthouse. In
1825 Robert Mills, a noted architect who was born in Charleston, South
Carolina, designed the current building. In 1908 the City of
Conway purchased the building from Horry County to use as City
Hall. This building has been significant as the county and city
centers of government for almost 200 years.

The iron gates at the front of City Hall were designed and built by
Tim Weitzel. The gates were donated by the Conwayborough Historic
Neighborhood Association in memory of the late Mayor Gregory K.
Martin.




aisie the Mouse Playcd in the grass near the
tall clock on the corner at Conway’s historic

MCier Hall. Maisie is small and brown with tiny

ears and a long skinr\y tail.

Her mother had taught her a version of a rhyme
that said "Hickor‘y Dickor'y Dock, Dock .. no mouse
can climb on this' clock!" Maisie kccps al of her

Priends away From
Conway’c; Famous clock.

(mim

Moaisie is one of the
smallest of +the Conway
Critters, but she is
brave and very smort.




Ooften she creeps into Council Chambers and
istens to the mcc+ing<5, so she khows quite a lot
about the city. Maisie is Punr\y and a litte hcaalerrona!
Sometimes zlncsc traits ac’r her into +troublé,
especialy when she decides +to join tour groups
visiting City Hall. Most ok the visitor's run quicKly into
the Iauildina when she aPPcars!

When Maggie, Augustus and
Ssweet Pea arrived, they cxplaincd
their task to Muaisie. The critters
searched around the clock and
City Hal, but no key could be
Found.




Maggie was sad as it was etting late in the
olay. Augustus wos tired and swéet Pea was, too.
Moaisie and Maggjie could barely stay stil because
they were so excited After giving up the search
ot City Hal, they decided to move along and visit
other Placcs. As +hcy ron along the Pa+h, the
critters chattered together



This small, beautifully designed garden, named the Robert Mills
Garden, is located on the grounds of Conway City Hall. The fountain
was originally purchased and brought to Conway from the City of
Charleston, South Carolina in 1914, and it is the focal point of this
space. The ornate fountain replaced a wooden horse trough that

provided fresh cool water for horses as well as for people who drank
directly from the water pipe. The F. G. Burroughs mural accross the
street depicts one of the many steamships that transported goods in the
early years.




aston the Fr'oa saw the critters as +Incy
caome into his “"beautiful litte agarden. The
Robert Mils Garden is Gasfon's home.

Gaston is a magnificent critter! instead of bein
smal and green like most Conway Frogs, he is a
dark. chocolate color and quite large with a round
Ioclly and really long legs. Unlike the™ other critters,
Gaston did not grow up in Conway. He is a city Pr‘oa
who came on a boat all the way From
New York City. When he saw this lovely



aardcn, he hop ed right in ond has lived there
ever since. gac;’ron has a f—unrg/ clip ed way
ofF speaking so he does not sound southern

Moaisie, Maggie, Sweet Pea and Augustus all
athered arocund. They sat down in fhe shaoly
iHle aar‘dcn Sweet Pea gave them all water

From the fountain and
they rested for a time. e

PhefWAINN. T
e i o Y

Maggie was getting  EEEs S
upset because no+lnir\a Y &
waos oina her way.
Her dream of ?inclina
riches was Padiﬂa
away.



Gaoaston said, 'Lets go to the Riverfront and ask
the critters who live there to help us look For the
kcy. Maybc that's where it's meant to be'" They ol
weht to Riverfront Park where the Waccamaw
River Flows thrrough Conway. The critters who live
along the river were surprised to see the uptown
criJr?crc; arrive. + was a long wak from town so
they did not visit often. Something important was
aoina on.



Before the first settlers came to this area, the Waccamaw
Indians fished, hunted, and cultivated this land. When the settlers
came, this country was a pine forest with only a small area cleared for
the town. Conway sits on a high bluff on the west side of the
Waccamaw River. The Waccamaw River is one of the prettiest and

most important streams in the low country. In the beginning, the
settlement was very isolated and connected to other towns only by
boats that traveled up and down the river.




immy the Turtle was slow
l to join the roup. He was
swimming in the river when
he saw the critters coming so
he crawled up the riverbank
to meet them. Timmy WEars a
huge protective shell on his".
back, and he is a litte hard of
hearing He hod not seen the
uPJrown critters in a Iona time,
and he was happy to see them




"Timmy", said Maggie, 'm so glacl to see you We
need your help to 6ok For a Kcy that is important
to the Mayor and me. | rush around, aways on the

o, but you move slowly and take your time.
orking together wil make us c;+rong. The
onway Critters, we always gc+ along!“




Timmy knew the Riverfront redly well as he had
ived there a ver long time. Maisie climbed up on his
baock to take a Y{ch ride and help him look. around.
Maggie, Augustus, Gaston Moaisie ond Sweet Pea
searched the big Riverfront Park.



The Waccamaw River Memorial Bridge was built in 1937 as a
memorial to Horry County citizens who served in America’s
wars from the American Revolution through World War |I.
Spanning the scenic black waters of the Waccamaw River, the
bridge has beautiful gothic style arches beneath it. The Burroughs

Riverwalk borders the land on one side of the river and lets
citizens and visitors “walk on water.”




the Iaridac when Maisie woke him with
her nois€s as she searched. Bcaur'e,ﬂard
- 'umpcd up very guickl
iE. . becouse he is scared o

-

s smal critters like Maisie.

This is Punny becaouse
| Bcaurcaard is’° a great
bi bear covered in
5= black fur Hrom his head
@ +to his toes. His toes are
Iaracr than Maisiel

B caurcaard the Bear was asleep under




Beauregard sleeps alurina the winter and he stays
in the saaalc clurir\a the aummer because his far

mokes him really hot. Bcaurcaard is actually very
shy and +imid.

"Bcaur'Cgarcl," said Gaston,
"Magaic heard the Mayor sa
theré is a treasure than can
meaon riches for us adl. We
have searched the town, but
our plan is just not workin@."




Bcaurcaard said, “Maa ie, 'm so sorry but |
dont have a cluel | don't Qnow anything about o
key or treasure’ The litHe mouse l\’?aisic said,
"Bcaur‘Cﬂard, al you need is a friend to work
aong with you We can help each other and
Piaurc this out +ogc+|ncr." So the smallest and the
Iarqfchr critters Pair'cd up to help search the
parK.

szﬁ&\tk



The Gregory K. Martin Riverfront Park was a vision of the late
Mayor Greg Martin, and City Council named the park in his
memory. This landmark for Conway opened in 2001 and it
welcomes tourists and residents. The Burroughs Riverwalk
borders a portion of the park under the Main Street Bridge, and

the marina separates this portion of the Riverwalk from
Riverfront Park.




lie +the Owl was the last to

arrive thot day. When it was

almost dark, he Joincol the rest
of the critters.

Olie is a large, Feathered bird that
has lived at thé Riverfront his entire
ife because he has an injur'ccl wing

ond can only Ply shor+t distances.

Ollie Joir\cd the group whie they were sHil
searching for +the qq:y. After some time had
Pasecd, aggje caled all the critters together, and
she Iocaan o tak to them
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'‘Our lives could have been so much better if we had
Found a treasure to share. 1t is admost dark and we

haven't had any luck.
The critters were all sad because they had Failed in
their task, but mo~;+|y because Ma gie was so unhaPPy.
Ollie turned his hcac? toward Maggie and
ently loid his wing to her ~cheek.
oagie,' he sad” I think ou
misuiderstood the Mavor. Maybe there
is nho real treasure. Maybe the riches
_we share are those that are hard to

. measure.
ap
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‘Look at vour Friends
who helped you with all their
miaanr. aybc, Ma ﬂic, the kcy
to Conway has always been in
your siﬂhf

We are diFferent in every way,
But we all came together oh this clay.
We had a task, to éind a key.
And that's what we did, it seems to me.
You've been scarching +hr'oughou+ the town,
When what's important has been all around.
Riches and treasure are not Conway's key.
The kcy to this ci+y is our harmony.'



The End



HISTORY OF CONWAY CRITTER PROJECT

The Conway Critter Project began in 2016 when Ci+y Council Member
Jean Timbes suggested that Couhcil invest in a unigue way to market
Conway's downfown attractions. The project would use bronze animal
sculptures, located in downtown historical areas to attract both
residents and tourists. This group of 'critters' would Proviclc visitors,
especially children, with the history of Conway in a fun way and would
focus on Conway's clivcr'c;i’r\/ os the theme For the OFro'cdr. With
Council approval ahd a laudaci' of 415,000, the City paired with Coastal
Carolina University's art départment to design and sculpt the bronze
critters. The only criteria’ the City gave For the dcc;ianc; was the
animals 'look. Friendly." The results of this project are eight bronze
ahimals that welcome visitors and tell the hisfor'y associa’rcg with each
location. A 9+or'yloool< and a coloring book, both written by Jean
Timbes, tell adbout the critters and their mission. Ms, x/'imlocs'
gr'and;lau hters, Kate and Anng, are the ilustrators for the critters in
oth books.



Ci+y of Conway Contributors
Jean M. Timbes, Author
Vicky Lefler, Editor
Foster Hughes, Narraotor & Webmaoster
Kara Gainey, S+orylooar‘c| Artist

Student llustrators for Critters
Kate Timbes and Anna Timbes

Coastal Carolina uhivcrsier Contributors
Easton Selby, Department Chair, Visual Arts
Alexandra Knox, Assistant Professor, Sculpture

Coastal Carolina umvcrsﬁy

Student Sculptors for the Critters
Chris Kunk, Erin Ryan, and Brittany Clark



Voices ofF Animals

Hillar'y Howard..o Maggie the Squirrel
Josh Tic+jc ....................................................... Auﬁuc;?us the Alligator
Debbie smith... sweet Pea the Rabbit
Barbara Blain‘Bcllamy ................................. Maisie the Mouse
Adam EmvricKe.. Goaston the Frog
Timmy Williomes....ooo Timmy the Turtlé
Tom Anderson... Beauregard the Bear

Sanford Graves....oo T Olie the Owl
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