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Hazelnut 2017 
The Intruders and The Delfonics Revue Are Set To Take 

The Stage on Saturday August 5th!
Each year, the Village of Hazel Crest caps off the summer with the Hazelnut 
Festival.  In prior years, the day consisted of a one day parade and celebration.  
This year’s Hazelnut Festival will be one for the history books as it now includes 
a three day celebration filled with carnival rides, live performances, a parade 
and chicken wing cook off!!  The festival will run from Friday August 4th until 
Sunday August 6th.  (Full details inside)

4th of July Fireworks 
Celebration

The Village of Hazel Crest and the 
Hazel Crest Park District sponsored 

a fireworks show on July 4th that 
treated viewers to a full 30 minute 

display of colorful and dazzling 
pyrotechnics.  Long time Hazel 
Crest Resident Derrick Richard 
said, “the 4th of July Fireworks 

Celebration was the best; it was 
truly second to none.”
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HAZELNUT 2017
You won’t want to miss this year’s Hazelnut festival!  Here’s what you can look forward to:

FRIDAY  AUGUST 4, 2017
4:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Saturday August 5, 2017
7:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.

Sunday August 6, 2017
12:00 p.m. -5:00 p.m.

Last day of the carnival!
Plus

More concert performances and 
comedy; including talent from our 

Village staff!

The Carnival Begins!!!  Bring the 
kids out for a little fun!!

Hazel Crest Police Department
5K Run/Walk/Bike Against Violence

7:00 a.m. The day kicks off with the 
Hazel Crest Police Department 

at the 5K Run/Walk/Bike Against 
Violence Event! 

Registration opens @ 7:00 a.m.
Run starts @ 8:00 a.m.
$20 Registration Fee

($10 for kids 18 & under)
Registration Includes a T-shirt

For more Information: 
Visit www.villageofhazelcrest.org

or Facebook: 
Hazel Crest Police Department 
Starting Line:  Intersection of 

Edgewater & Village Drive
(Dynasty Lakes Subdivision)

 12:00 p.m.  Parade Begins
Immediately following will be the 

Hazelnut Festival, Including:
-Day 2 of the carnival

-Hay rides for all
-Musical Performances by 

The Intruders, The Delfonics Revue 
& others

-Games & Activities
-Vendors

& Introducing the Chicken Wing 
Cookoff!!! (Judging starts @ 4)

Parade RouteThe parade will start at Highlands Elementary School and go right on to Elm, around Elm street to 173rd & Kedzie, right on to Kedzie, left on 175th & Kedzie, left on 175th to California where the viewing stand will be, then down California to the Village Grounds!

Introducing...
The Chicken Wing 

Cook Off!!

-Registration $10
-Wings may be fried 

or grilled.
-Judging on taste and 

presentation.
For More Info or 
to register, call

708-335-9600 x106



Dear fellow Hazel Crest residents, neighbors and friends: 

As we move from spring to summer, I feel a renewed commitment to 
serving the community.  The Village Board now consists of a new 

Village Clerk, Isaac Wiseman, and two new Village Trustees, Marlon 
Rias (former Village Clerk) and Java Rogers who join Trustees Mary 
Grant, Kevin Moore, Ben Ramsey, and Sandra Slayton.  I welcome these 
new board members to our team and look forward to the work we will 
do.

If you have not visited the Hazel Crest Village Hall lately, come by 
and look at our new landscaping.  The old bushes and grass are gone, 
replaced by a new fresh look.  Kudos to our Public Works Department 
and Karl Persons who led the design of the new landscaping at the 
Village Hall.  Also, I would like to acknowledge the six teens who 
provided much of the hands-on work, along with Karl and Public Works 
staff, to make the beautiful transformation of the Village Hall landscape.  

The Village Board of Trustees, Village Clerk, and I extend special thanks 
to 38th Legislative District State Representative Al Riley.  He sponsored a youth education initiative program 
that paid for the six Hazel Crest teens to do community work within the Village.  

We are expanding youth programs this summer.  In addition to the six teens sponsored through the education 
initiative, we have hired teens for summer work with the Public Works Department and in the Village Hall.  
We have resumed the Village President’s Summer Bridge Program for youth in 7th, 8th, and 9th grades.  
The six-week summer program, that focuses on English, Math, and Science, is designed to assist students 
in  making successful transitions into junior high and high school.  We have also initiated the Youth Intern 
Policing Program, a paid internship for Hazel Crest college students who are interested in pursuing careers in 
law enforcement.

Hazel Crest celebrated the 4th of July with the Hazel Crest Village Board and the Village of Hazel Crest 
Park District partnering to provide the fireworks show for our residents.  This was the first time in more than 
20 years that the Village of Hazel Crest has had fireworks on the actual 4th of July holiday.  Hundreds of 
residents, families and friends from neighboring communities came out to watch the fireworks display.  The 
Village Board of Trustees, Village Clerk and I would like to thank the Village of Hazel Crest Park District 
Commissioners and Board President for their cooperation and partnership in celebrating the birthday of our 
nation’s democracy.   

Join us for the upcoming events, like the Annual Hazelnut Festival that is expanding to three days this year –
August 4, 5 & 6.  On Friday, August 4, we will kick off the festival with a carnival from 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm. 
Saturday, August 5, at 8:00 am, the Hazel Crest Police Department, will feature a 5K Run/Walk/Bike Ride 
Against Violence.  The 5K Run/Walk/Bike event will be followed at noon by the Hazelnut Parade.  Later 
Saturday at 4:00 pm, we will have our first King and Queen Chicken Wing Cook Off with judging for best 
wings, followed by musical entertainment featuring the Intruders and Delfonics Revue.  This year’s Hazelnut 
Festival will end Sunday August 6, with the carnival, comedy, Jazz and Gospel music.  I look forward to 
seeing you all there.

We have a very active and exciting summer planned, so please look for other events and activities included in 
this edition of The Villager and add them to your calendars.   

Finally, the Village Board, staff and I will continue to make all residents Hazel Crest Proud!

Vernard L. Alsberry Jr.

Mayor 

A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENT



Hazel Crest Fire Department Hosts the Annual
Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser

Village Fire Department traded their fire and emergency gear and 
donned cooking gear Sunday, June 4th at the 33rd Annual Appeal and 

Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser.  Held at the fire station (2903 W. 175th 
Street), about 300 attendees were treated to an all-you-can-eat pancake 
breakfast with trimmings for a $5 donation.  The purpose of the annual 
pancake breakfast fundraiser is to pay for fire and emergency medical 
services equipment. Past proceeds have paid for thermal imaging 
equipment and ice & water rescue equipment. A big THANK YOU to Fire Chief Charles Jackson (pictured), 
Deputy Chief Sam Hunter and the great team of committed fire and emergency medical personnel.

Drivin’ the Dixie
	
	

On Saturday, June 17th, the corner 
of 170th & Dixie Highway in Hazel 
Crest Proper was one of the 
stops along the route for Drivin’ 
the Dixie.  The moving car show 
and tour event began in 1999 as 
an effort for Illinois communities 
along Dixie Highway to preserve 
and promote the history of the 
highway.  

Drivin’ the Dixie participants 
received “passports” listing 
points of interest in towns along 

the route.  Those who traveled 
the whole route started in Blue 
Island, heading south through 
Posen, Markham, Hazel Crest, 
Homewood, Flossmoor, Chicago 
Heights, Steger, Crete, Beecher, 
Grant Park and ended in 
Momence.  Activities were held at 
several locations, including here 
in the Village where the Historical 
Society of Hazel Crest provided 
information and distributed 
handouts. 

The Hazel Crest Drivin’ the Dixie 
Committee, which consists of First 
Lady Diane Alsberry and former 
Trustees Jesse and Elizabeth 
Wakefield, thank the Village of 
Hazel Crest for its support and 
look forward to next year’s event.
*Drivin’ the Dixie is usually held 
each year on the third Saturday in 
June.

New Officer Joins Hazel Crest       
Police Department

We welcome Officer Darius 
Powell to the Hazel Crest Police 

Department.  Officer Powell grew up 
in Hazel Crest and attended Hillcrest 
High School.  He took the oath of office 
during the June 27th Board Meeting.

Caption: (L to R):  Village Clerk Isaac 
Wiseman administers the oath of office to 
Darius Powell.

Saturday, July 29 is Hazel Crest Night at Country Club Hills Theater.               
Get Your Tickets!

Hear Jeffrey Osbourne & Freddie Jackson perform Saturday, July 29.  Gates 
open at 5:30 p.m., and show starts at 7:00 p.m.  To order tickets online, or 

for more information log on to CCHTheater.com
Hazel Crest *residents receive a discount on tickets when purchased at the 
Hazel Crest Village Hall.     (*Must show I.D.)

BEAUTIFICATION:
SUMMER AWARDS

RULES & CRITERIA
-No obvious artificial flowers

-Minimal weeds (including driveway)
-Avoid overuse of pots

-Edging in place
-Shrubs trimmed and maintained

-Color around the sides of the house 
as well

-If different colored rocks are 
used, the different colored areas             

maintained
-Grass mowed and in good shape

-House maintained- no peeling paint, 
hanging gutters, etc.

-Hoses and other tools neatly          
contained- generally out of sight

-No vegetation growing out of gutters

JUDGING WILL TAKE PLACE ON 
AUGUST 12th & 19th, 2017



Hazel Crest Primes the 
Pipeline with Teen Workers

Six recent high school graduates were 
given the opportunity to intern at the 

Village of Hazel Crest, this summer.  
Their assignments included working 
with different departments including 
Public Works, Inspectional Services and 
Administration.  The teens can add the 
work experience to their resumes.  We 
congratulate them for graduating high 
school and encourage their continued 
success when they start classes in the 
fall at their respective colleges and 
universities.

The 2017 rendition of the Village President’s Summer Bridge 
program facilitated by Academic CDC will feature the theme 

“Hidden Figures”, based on the massively popular movie of 
the same name. The six week 
program will consist of 3 days 
of academic instruction and 2 
days of enrichment/community 
involvement projects geared toward 
preparing incoming seventh and 
eighth grade students for their 
respective new grades. This year’s 
program will include a unifying 

theme challenging students to see connections between the 
curriculum and real life. For instance, Math instruction will be 
centered around the topics of problem solving, geometry, and 
concepts in algebra, all the while exploring the role Math plays in 
Astronomy. Reading instruction will place a heavy emphasis on 
writing, starting with basic concepts such as simple and compound 
sentences and progressing to the point at which students will be 
able to write a synopsis on the film 
Hidden Figures. 
Students will also read the novel 
Hidden Figures and answer 
comprehensive questions. 
Participants will also be introduced 
to the MLA ( Modern Language 
Association) format of writing. The 
Science portion of the curriculum 
will consist of a study of planetary 
properties ,volcanology, gravity 
and rockets, and the study of the 
moon. The lesson format will feature 
a heavy emphasis on engaging, 
hands on activities. And Finally, we’ve added a TV Production 
component where students will gain an understanding of the 
role and responsibilities in the production management, digital 
video and/or television. This class focuses on such topics as the 
stages of production and the roles of each crew member, including 
producer, director, assistant director, editor, camera operator, script 
supervisor and audio attendant.

This year’s Bridge program is poised to build on the promise of all 
three previous years, inviting students to embrace a lifelong love 
of learning and preparing them for the challenges ahead in the 
coming school year and beyond!     

The Village of Hazel Crest Presents
The Village President’s Bridge Program

Preparing the next generation to lead 
is the purpose of the Youth Summer 

Employment Program.  The village has 
hired ten teens, ages 16 to 21, to work at 
the village hall this summer.  Who knows?  
Among these young Hazel Crest residents 
could be a future Village President and/or 
Trustee. 

A big THANK YOU to State 
Representative Al Riley (D - 38th IL 

Legislative District) for sponsoring the 
internship program which allowed the 

teens to work for the village.

(L to R: Emanuel Mohan, Natalie Williams, 
Jarrett Kemebrew-Campbell, Elijah McCreary, 

Shannon Thomas, and Caleb Howard)
All six have been accepted into the upcoming 

freshman class to start this fall term at various-
colleges and universities.

Youth Summer
Employment  Program

HCTV Is On Air

Hazel Crest Community 
Television is on Comcast 

Cable Channel 4 or ATT 
U-Verse Channel 99.  Residents 
may watch coverage of the 
village board meetings, 

interviews, public service announcements 
and get information pertinent to the Village.



The Village is petitioning to tear 
down six residential properties 

through the Fast Track Demolition 
Process.  Fast Track Demolition 
is typically reserved for extremely 
distressed properties where the owners 
have not come forward to challenge the 
petition.

The benefits of the Fast Track 
Demolition Ordinance, authorized by 65 
ILCS 5/11-31-1 are:

-authorizes the Village to board up, 
repair, or demolish residential and 
commercial buildings -- three stories 
or less in height -- that are vacant, 
open, and constitute a hazard to the 
community.

-provides that all owners/interested 
parties of record are notified and given 
an opportunity to board, repair, or 
demolish the structure.  If they fail to 
properly respond, the Village may take 
action --- meaning we may demolish

-allows the Village to avoid time-
consuming & costly process of seeking 
a court ordered demolition

We used this process last year to tear 
down the abandoned commercial 
buildings along 170th in The Proper, 
as well as the former house at 3201 
Fountainbleau.  Many of you may soon 
see these bright reddish orange signs 
posted on properties.  These signs serve 
as the official notice of our intent to 
demolish the building.

We have tagged six properties.  They 
are:

1.	 3003 173rd - PIN: 28-25-320-
007-0000

2.	 3109 173rd – PIN: 28-25-318-
002-0000

3.	 2612 Knollwood - PIN: 28-36-
221-024-0000

4.	 17047 Head - PIN: 29-30-128-
047-0000

5.	 16739 Western - PIN: 29-30-
100-009-0000; 010-0000; 
011-0000

6.	 3404 Hazel Lane – PIN: 28-26-
409-012-0000

Benefits or the success metrics of Fast 
Track Demolition include:

1. Increased revenues

2. Increased compliance

3. Reducing the “spillover” effort to 
neighboring properties and thereby 
stabilizing properties values and 
possibly increasing property values

4. Crime reduction

5. Fostering neighborhood pride

6. Recapturing the value of vacant 
properties

7. Improved quality of life for residents

8. Reduction in homeowner’s insurance 
for property owners

9. Increased investment in the 
community

Respectfully submitted,
Elliot L Eldridge
Director
Inspectional Services

Village Of Hazel Crest Department of  Building 
& Inspectional Services

Inspectional Services Status 
& Information

(1)   The following inspections were 
completed from April 3, 2017 to June 
15, 2017
        Property maintenance         196
        Vacancy checks                   37
        Various permit inpections    114
        Furnace inspections 	     2
        Plumbing roughs & finals      61
        Point of sales                         53
        Rentals	             	             204
        Point of sale & re-inspects  145
              Total Inspections            812
(111) One hundres eleven warning 
notices were issued.
(33)  Thirty three warning follow ups.
(79)  Seventy-nine tickets on the 
June 2017 Housing Adjudication 
Hearing.
(128) One hundred twenty eight 
service request complaints regarding 
high grass, garbage, property 
management issues.

Public Works Department

ZONE 1
Highlands, Apple Tree, Homewood 
Gardens, Chateaux, Village West, 

Stone Creek, Dynasty Lakes

ZONE 2
Pottawatomie Hills, Twin Creeks, 
Pacesetter, Stonebridge, Carriage Hills

ZONE 3
Hazel Crest Proper, East of Tollway

Brush Collection
April 3rd-7th

June 5th-9th

August 7th-11th

October 2nd-6th

Street Sweeping
April 10th-14th

June 12th-16th

August 14th-18th

October 9th-13th

Street Sweeping
April 17th-21st

June 19th-23rd

August 21st-25th

October 16th-20th

Street Sweeping
April 24th-28th

June 26th-30th

Aug 28th-Sep 1st

October 23rd-27th

Brush Collection
April 17th-21st

June 19th-23rd

August 21st-25th

October 16th-20th

Brush Collection
April 10th-14th

June 12th-16th

August 14th-18th

October 9th-13th

2017 Brush Collection &
Street Sweeping Schedule

Brush must be placed neatly and accessible along 
the curb BEFORE 8am each scheduled Monday.
Vehicles must be off the street from 7am to 4pm 
during the scheduled week of street sweeping.



2016
Citadel Estates  3701 W. 183rd  (Feb)
Liz’s Café Convenience Shop 17306 S. Kedzie 
B (Mar)
Studio 306 17577 S. Kedzie  #306  (Mar)
Leo’s Food Market 2014 W. 170th  (Aug)
All About That Dust  (Homebased)   (Sep)
Focal Service, for computers (Homebased) 
(Sep)
B&E Protection LLC  (Homebased) (Oct)
Bionic Prosthetics & Orthotics  17530 S. 
Kedzie (Oct)
At Your Service Virtual Assistant (Home-
based) (Nov)
MetroLink IL LLC  18325 S Pulaski, B (Nov)
LD Swag, Inc  3164 W. 175th  (Nov)
Young Solutions (Homebased)  (Nov)
Burger King  3200 W. 183rd  (Dec)
Lori’s Gifts  17800 S. Kedzie

2017
Serious Cuts With Passion  17046 Dixie Hwy  
(Jan)
Teddy’s Fruit & Meat Market  17531 S. Kedzie  
(Jan)
Prosperity Partners  17505 S. Kedzie  (Jan)
Priscilla’s Ultimate Soul Café  3480 W 183rd 
(Mar)
Wired: The Design Boutique  17509 S. Kedzie 
Whip It, Sip It & Paint  17507 S. Kedzie
Little Creation Rest Station (Homebased Day 
Care)
Agape’ Child Care Learning Center 1701 W. 
167th 
Arch Thread & Waxing  17515 S. Kedzie (Jun)

COMING SOON
Anytime Fitness
Fat Papa’s Restaurant

President Vernard L. 
Alsberry, Jr., hosted 

a breakfast meeting for 
business owners on June 7, at 
the village hall.  The President 
and executive staff discussed 
the village’s support of local 
businesses, efforts to retain, 
and the intent to attract new 
businesses to Hazel Crest. 
Since 2016, Hazel Crest has 

welcomed 23 new businesses.  In a roundtable setting, business 
owners introduced their businesses and engaged with staff and 
each other.  The meeting concluded with a presentation by Village 
Manager Donna M. Gayden and department heads, who explained 
how the departments support local businesses.

Hazel Crest Supports Its Local Businesses

Bettye (pictured 
right) became 

a resident of 
Citadel Estates in 
2016, an assisted 
living community 
that focuses on 
memory care. 
Bettye’s family 
made the decision 
for her to be in 
a community 

where she could thrive! Bettye’s sister, Lille, 
and other family members have been very 
faithful and committed to her care and want 
to share with the world their experience 
with Citadel Estates.  Making a decision 
to move a loved one into an assisted living 
or nursing home is never easy. It can bring 
about emotions of hurt, pain, disbelief, 
sadness, helplessness, and even anger. 
Lille wants to change that paradigm. She 
believes confidently that choosing Citadel 
Estates in Hazel Crest not only gave the 
family a sense of contentment, it gave her 
sister a sense of freedom and independence 
that was irreplaceable. As Lille and family 
members began the process of touring 
various facilities, they began to realize that 
what mattered most was finding an inviting, 
warm and friendly home away from home 
where their sister would be happy, safe 
and free with a homey environment. Lille 
witnessed how the residents bonded at 
Citadel Estates allowing freedom within 
the home, where they were able to enjoy 
the outside accommodations leisurely. 
Lille described it as a walk through the 
park on a sunny, warm and beautiful day.  
She witnessed such a special relationship 
and understanding between residents 
and staff. No one embarrassed them if 
they tripped, had an outburst, or perhaps 
acted “inappropriately,” instead there was 
a level of respect and care that kept each 
person’s dignity. Lille could not ignore the 
atmosphere and sincerity and after sharing 
with her other siblings, she confidently 
chose Citadel Estates as the home for 
Bettye. Since then, Lille has seen a growth 
in Bettye’s mental health, physical health, 
and overall spiritual health. 

Citadel Estates stands 
by their commitment to 
provide excellent and 
compassionate care.
Call or visit us today!
3701 West 183rd Street
Hazel Crest, IL 60429
Ph • 708-799-7099
Fax • 708-799-9267

CITADEL ESTATES

The Village of Hazel Crest is busy 
planning an exciting event. The 

ceremony is to honor the Vietnam 
and Korean era veterans, their 
spouses and families for their service 
and sacrifice. This event shall end 
our three-year partnership with the 
United States Vietnam War 50th 
Anniversary Commemorative.  The 
event is a black tie affair and will be 
held on Friday, August 11, 2017 at 
6:00 p.m., at the Idlewild Country 
Club in Flossmoor, IL. Tickets are 
$50.  It promises to be a first class 
event and an excellent opportunity 
to support a worthwhile cause.  To 
receive more information about 
this year’s event, please contact Ms. 
Carolyn Carter at (708) 335-9600, 
ext. 106. 

Vietnam Veterans Celebration

Support the New Local Businesses In Hazel Crest



CALENDAR OF EVENTS

InUSports Football Camp
Register online @ inusports.org

Space Is Limited, RSVP @
mayoralsberry@alsberry.org

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
InUsports Football Camp

Special Guest: Kenny Rogers
(Former NFL Running Back, Fresh 
Start Sports & Mentoring Founder 

and Coach on hit show Bringing Up 
Ballers on Lifetime)

Saturday July 29     10a-2p
3000 W. 170th Pl.

(Next to Police Station)
 Free Food, drinks and camp tee

*Kids must have a waiver signed by legal 
guardian. 

Ages
5-17



Homewood Disposal 2017 Monday Recycle 
Schedule for Hazel Crest

Holidays are marked with BOLD squares.
Pickups that fall ON or AFTER a holiday are delayed one day that 

week ONLY.
Your recycling is picked up every other week.

Your recycling day is highlighted on the calendar.
Please use the color-coded map below to determine your pick up day.

For more information log on to the Homewood Disposal Services Website at

www.mydisposal.com/residential.

*Residents who reside on 175th Street:  If you are on the North side of the street, follow the 
yellow days.  If you are on the South side of the street, follow the blue days.

Do you have unused and expired prescription or over-the-counter drugs at your home?  Do not know 
how to properly dispose of them?

Bring them to the Hazel Crest Village Hall to dump them in the collection box located inside the doors (near 
the Police Department).

The Cook County Sheriff’s Prescription Drug Take Back Program is a free service for residents to collect 
the drugs and prevent misuse that can lead to poisoning or death.  It is also to avoid water contamination 
which can occur by dumping drugs in drains, toilets and in garbage. 

What Is National Night Out?
National Night Out is commonly 

called “America’s Night Out Against 
Crime”.  This nationwide event is 

designed to heighten drug prevention, 
crime awareness, and other anti-

crime efforts.  It can also strengthen 
the support and participation of 
the community with their fellow 

neighbors and the police department.

How Do I Take Part?
During the event, Hazel Crest 

residents and every other community 
across America are asked to turn on 
their porch lights, lock their doors & 
spend the evening outside with their 
neighbors, police officers, firefighters 

and other Village Personnel.

POLICE & COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP

Spend the evening outside
Getting to know neighbors & police

2017 National Night Out

TUESDAY AUGUST 1st 2017
6:00p.m.

Fire Station II
2903 175th Street Hazel Crest, IL



Around Town In Hazel Crest



Hazel Crest Proud
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PRESENTING YOUR ELECTED
VILLAGE  OFFICIALS!!

Village of Hazel Crest
3000 W 170th Pl.

Hazel Crest, IL 60429

Find Us On
Facebook!

We have a Facebook page!  “Like” us on Facebook to keep up with the 
village online! Page name: The Official Village of Hazel Crest


