
AGENDA

LANDER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING

July 24, 2025
Lander County Courthouse Commissioners' Chamber

50 State Route 305 
Battle Mountain, NV 89820 

Austin Courthouse 
122 Main Street

Austin, NV 89310 

Via AUDIO CONFERENCE
BY GO TO MEETING

(Barring technical difficulties)
Website: www.gotomeeting.com 

For Mobile, download gotomeeting app
Access Code: 849-277-573

All times on this agenda are approximate. Consideration of items may require more or less time than is scheduled.
Items on the agenda may be taken out of order; the public body may combine two or more agenda items for
consideration; and the public body may remove an item from the agenda or delay discussion relating to an item on
the agenda at any time. Public comment is designated for discussion only. The public has the opportunity to address
the commission on any matter not appearing on the agenda; however, no action may be taken on any matter raised
until the matter itself has been specifically included on the agenda as an item upon which action may be taken.
Additionally, public comment may be heard on any item listed on the agenda. Persons are invited to submit
comments in writing and/or attend and make comments on any agenda item at the Lander County Commissioners
board meeting. All public comment may be limited to three (3) minutes per person, at the discretion of the
commission. Please note that the public body may interrupt the open meeting and exclude the public for the purpose
of having an attorney-client discussion of potential and existing litigation, pursuant to NRS 241.015(3)(b)(2).

Call to Order- 9:00am

Pledge of Allegiance

A Moment of Silence

Lander County Commissioners may break for lunch from 12:00 pm to 1:15 pm.

Any agenda item may be taken out of order, may be combined for consideration by the public body, and items
may be pulled or removed from the agenda at any time.

Commissioners Reports on meetings, conferences, and seminars attended.

Staff Reports on meetings, conferences and seminars attended.

Public Comment - For non-agendized items only.
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(1) COMMISSIONERS:

(1.1) For discussion and possible action to approve/disapprove the payment of bills.   

(1.2) For discussion and possible action to approve/disapprove taking full ownership of the Mass
Casualty Incident Trailer located at 545 West Humboldt Street, as a donation from the
Department of Health and Human Services. This donation includes all supplies inside the
trailer and the trailer will be available for use in any fashion determined by Lander County
and not limited to mass casualty support only.   

(1.3) For information only, presentation on the services provided by Nevadaworks, the
workforce development board serving Northern Nevada.   

(1.4) For discussion and possible action to approve/disapprove the bid award for PWP-LA-2025-
355, the 2025 Preventative Maintenance Project for Southern Lander County roads. 
1) Sierra Nevada Construction, Inc. in an base bid amount of $1,387,925 and a bid
alternate of $1,036,082.00 
  

CONSENT AGENDA

All matters listed under the consent agenda are considered routine, and may be acted upon by the Board of
County Commissioners with one action, without extensive discussion. Any member of the Board or any
citizen may request that an item be taken from the consent agenda, discussed and acted upon separately during
this meeting. Consent agenda materials are available at the Lander County Clerk's office for viewing and
copies are available for a nominal charge.

1) Approval of July 24, 2025 Agenda Notice 
2) Approval of May 22, 2025 Meeting Minutes 
3) Approval of June 12, 2025 Meeting Minutes 
4) Approval of June 26, 2025 Meeting Minutes 
5) Approval of July 10, 2025 Meeting Minutes 
6) Approval of Payroll Change Requests 
5-22-2025 Minutes-Draft.pdf

 

 07-24-25 Ratified Bills.pdf
07-24-25 Bill Run.pdf
June 2025 Credit Card Statement.pdf

 Mass Casualty Trailer.pdf

 Nevadaworks Presentation Lander County.pdf
Lander-Request 7-24-25 (1).pdf
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3487445/5-22-2025_Minutes-Draft.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3488482/07-24-25_Ratified_Bills.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3488483/07-24-25_Bill_Run.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3488484/June_2025_Credit_Card_Statement.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3482073/Mass_Casualty_Trailer.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3482046/Nevadaworks_Presentation_Lander_County.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3482049/Lander-Request_7-24-25__1_.pdf


(1.5) For discussion and possible action to approve/disapprove Resolution 2025-11, a resolution
to extend the moratorium on renewable energy generation facilities for an additional six (6)
months.   

(1.6) For discussion and possible action to approve/disapprove the Opioid Settlement Agreement
Exhibit K for Purdue bankruptcy and Sackler's settlement in an amount of $117,995.27.  

(1.7) Information only- Update from DRI regarding Cloud Seeding.   

(1.8) For discussion and possible action to update the employment agreement between Lander
County and Bartolo Ramos based on his satisfactory evaluations given by the
commissioners at their meeting held on July 10, 2025, with a new agreement effective date
of July 1, 2025.  

(2) CORRESPONDENCE:

(2.1) Correspondence/reports/future agenda items.   

 Bid Award Preventative Maintenance.pdf

 Agenda Request Form_Renewable Energy Moratorium_7.24.25.pdf

 Exhibit K.pdf

 Lander_County_24July2025_DRI.pdf
DRI Agenda Request.pdf

 Proof of Service.pdf
Employment Agreement.pdf

 

 Correspondence July 24th.pdf
June Monthly Reports.pdf

Public Comment - For non-agendized items only.

ADJOURN
NOTE: TIMES ARE APPROXIMATE
This is the tentative schedule for the meeting. The Board reserves the right to take items out of order to
accomplish business in the most efficient manner. The Board may combine two or more agenda items for
consideration. The Board may remove an item from the agenda or delay discussion relating to an item on the
agenda at any time. 
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3482075/Bid_Award_Preventative_Maintenance.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3482014/Agenda_Request_Form_Renewable_Energy_Moratorium_7.24.25.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3487838/Exhibit_K.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3486461/Lander_County_24July2025_DRI.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3486465/DRI_Agenda_Request.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3484700/Proof_of_Service.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3488842/Employment_Agreement.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3482076/Correspondence_July_24th.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3487770/June_Monthly_Reports.pdf


 
Notice to persons with disabilities:  Members of the public who are disabled and require special assistance or
accommodations at the meeting are requested to notify the County Manager in writing at the Courthouse, 50
State Route 305, Battle Mountain, Nevada 89820, or call (775) 635 2885 at least one day in advance of the
meeting.
NOTICE: Any member of the public that would like to request any supporting material from the meeting,
please contact the clerk's office, 50 State Route 305, Battle Mountain, Nevada 89820 (775) 635 5738.
 

This agenda and backup information are available on the County’s website
www.landercountynv.org

https://notice.nv.gov

This notice has been posted at the following locations

Battle mountain Civic Center, 625 South Broad Street, Battle Mountain, NV
Battle Mountain Post Office, 810 Sunset Drive, Battle Mountain, NV
Lander County Courthouse, 50 State Route 305, Battle Mountain, NV

Lander Hardware, 404 East Front Street, Battle Mountain, NV
Austin Courthouse, 122 Main Street, Austin, NV

Kingston Community Hall, 112 Gold Knob, Kingston, NV
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Bringing Nevada job seekers and employers together
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Nevadaworks’ Mission

Provide the best 
workforce solutions 
fulfilling needs of 
employers and career 
seekers.
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We are here to help.

• Increased stability

• Better earning potential

• Maximization of job 
success and career 
pathways

Job Seekers’ Needs
• A skilled, productive 

workforce 

• A competitive edge in 
the marketplace 

• Business success

Employers’ Needs
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Serving Northern
& Central Nevada

• Carson City

• Churchill

• Douglas

• Elko

• Eureka

• Humboldt

• Lander

• Lyon

• Mineral

• Pershing

• Storey

• Washoe

• White Pine
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Nevadaworks 
Structure

Nevadaworks Board

Establishes the vision for the workforce development system

Board is comprised of two groups:

is the Local Workforce 
Development Board 

created through 
a cooperative 

agreement among 
thirteen counites in 
northern Nevada.

Nevadaworks
Nevadaworks Local Elected Officials

• One LEO representative from each county

• Counties have fiduciary responsibility

• Authority to establish funding priorities

Nevadaworks Council

• Members represent business, labor, 
education, non-profits, economic 
development, etc.

• Advises the Local Elected Officials

Staff

• Implement the Board’s Strategic Vision

• Administration and oversight of funding 

• Work with stakeholders to establish an 
efficient and effective Workforce System 
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Our Approach

a Workforce 
Development system 
that meets employer 
demands for a skilled 
workforce and increases 
the employment, 
retention, and earnings 
of Nevada’s workers 

Implement
Workforce Development 
programs with private 
sector needs through 
economic and community 
development initiatives 

Integrate
the local economy by 
creating a world class 
talent pipeline

Strengthen
and integrate resources 
to expand services and 
maximize effectiveness

Leverage

94



The Hub of Northern 
Nevada’s Workforce 
Development 
Ecosystem

Career 
Seekers

Skills 
TrainingEmployers
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Employ 
Business and 
Career Hubs
Reno Town 

Mall

• Job and Career Seekers

• Skills Training

• Employers

In-Person and Virtual Support for:
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EmployNV Business/Career Hub Locations

• Carson City   
• Elko
• Ely
• Fallon
• Fernley 
• Reno
• Winnemucca
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Job and Career Seeker Resources
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Employer Resources
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What is WIOA?

• Federal legislation was signed into law in 2014.

• Aims to streamline workforce development and enhance employment 
opportunities.

• Strengthens connections between job seekers, employers, and training 
programs.

• Promotes career pathways and industry-driven workforce solutions.

• Encourages collaboration across education, business, and government 
sectors.
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      Nevadaworks Board Role

• Ensure effective local workforce system governance.

• Align strategies to meet regional economic needs.

• Maximize the impact of workforce development funds through shared vision 
and decision-making.

• Enhance service delivery through coordinated efforts.
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   Nevadaworks Council Role 

• Develop regional workforce strategies.

• Engage with businesses to align workforce supply with industry demands.

• Provide guidance on training and employment programs.

• Increase workforce system efficiency and effectiveness.

• Stronger alignment with local and regional economic priorities.

• Improved employment and training outcomes for job seekers.
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Responsibilities of Local Elected Officials (LEOs)

• Appoint Council members to ensure effective governance.

• Provide oversight and accountability for workforce funding.

• Fiduciary responsibility for WIOA funding.

• Support regional workforce development initiatives.

• Foster economic development and job creation.
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Performance Outcome Metrics for Partnership Success

• Employment placement and retention rates.

• Skill attainment and credential completion.

• Effective employer engagement and satisfaction.
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Nevadaworks’ Strategic Planning Goals

• Identification of regional workforce needs 
based on collaborative input

• Convene workforce development 
stakeholders to ensure strategic alignment

• Sourcing funding streams to support the 
mission

• Invest in innovative workforce solutions

• Continuous improvement 

• Human Centered Design
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Good Jobs 
Northern Nevada

• At least 650 Job Placements:
• Healthcare 
• Information Technology
• Logistics
• Manufacturing

• Creation of Industry Sector    
Partnerships to inform 
training needs
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• Nevadaworks selected from pool of 509 
applicants that resulted in 32 awards

• $14.9M to help develop talent pipelines in 
distressed, rural & tribal communities

• Provide education, training and supports for 
successful skills acquisition

• Engage employers, labor leaders, local 
government, public & higher education, and 
tribal leaders

Good Jobs Northern Nevada
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Incumbent Worker Training (IWT) Grant

DETR awarded Nevadaworks two separate grants of $1.5 million each for IWT.  This funding is 
utilized to improve employees’ skillsets and to increase the competitiveness of an employer.  By 
subsidizing the costs associated with upskilling the employer’s workforce, IWT allows 
employers to provide their employees with wage increases, promotions and avert layoffs.

Keeps Nevada’s 
Workforce 

Competitive

Improves 
Employee Skills

Improves 
Retention

Supports 
Growing 
Sectors

Promotions &

Wage Increases
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Battery Workforce Initiative

This project focuses on advancing the Lithium 
Batteries and Electric Vehicle (EV) Materials Loop 
value chain, strategically aligning activities to 
complement and leverage the U.S. Economic 
Development Administration (EDA) Regional 
Technology and Innovation Hub (Tech Hub) grant 
award received by the University of Nevada, 
Reno.

Central to this proposal is the establishment and 
empowerment of an Industry Sector Partnership 
aimed at guiding and shaping workforce 
development initiatives to meet the evolving 
demands of this critical industry.
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Disconnected Youth

One of Nevada’s most critical workforce 
development and community investment 
opportunities are young adults, ages 16–24, not 
enrolled in school or working.

Nevadaworks supports this population through 
the Future Wanted Career Launch Program 
with the Reno Bike Project to provide services 
and training resources to prepare individuals for 
work and connect them with employers.
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Nevada Tech Hub

Nevadaworks is a partner of the University of 
Nevada, Reno’s Nevada Tech Hub project to 
support workforce development efforts for the 
lithium battery and electrification supply chain.

Working with community colleges, state 
agencies, industry, and labor unions,
Nevadaworks engages with employers to 
understand their needs, helping to expand 
educational opportunities, provide wraparound 
support services, and promote STEM career 
pathways. 

Nevadaworks also assists with recruitment 
strategies to ensure broad participation that 
includes Nevada’s indigenous communities.
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High Sierra Area Health Education Center

Nevadaworks, in partnership with High Sierra 
Area Health Education Center (AHEC) and DETR, 
is addressing critical healthcare workforce 
shortages in northern and rural communities.

This initiative enhances workforce development 
through targeted training, recruitment, and 
tuition reimbursement programs to attract and 
retain healthcare professionals.

By expanding workforce pipelines and 
supporting long-term sustainability, the project 
improves access to quality care while driving 
economic growth.
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Up Next Nevada Workforce

The Up Next Nevada Workforce Initiative is a 
partnership between Nevadaworks, the Nevada 
Alliance of Boys & Girls Clubs, and DETR to 
strengthen Nevada’s youth development 
workforce.

This initiative provides young people with 
quality job experiences in childcare and 
afterschool programs, equipping them with 
essential skills, mentorship, and career 
pathways for long-term success across all the 
Boys and Girls Clubs in Nevada.
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Quality Jobs, Equity, Strategy and Training

The goal of Quality Jobs, Equity, Strategy and 
Training (QUEST) is to enable individuals 
adversely affected by the COVID-19 pandemic to 
enter, return to, or advance in high-quality jobs 
in infrastructure, hospitality, logistics, and the 
healthcare sectors.

Those severely impacted include people of color, 
immigrants, people with disabilities, individuals 
who were formerly incarcerated, women, and 
lower-wage workers.
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Project Clean Energy Jobs Academy

Project CEJA (Clean Energy Jobs Academy) is a 
partnership between Nevadaworks and the 
Office of Workforce Innovation (OWINN) 
through a U.S. Department of Labor’s Building 
Pathways to Infrastructure Jobs grant program. 

This project develops and implements a 
regional worker-centered sector strategy 
program around Nevada’s clean energy 
economy (of which lithium-ion battery 
production is critical). 

This initiative bridges the Nevada Tech Hub and 
our Industry Sector Partnership initiatives to 
create a cohesive approach to developing the 
workforce needs in the lithium loop in Northern 
Nevada.

125



H E A D L I N E

Woz U Technical Ne 

Nevada Apprenticeship Initiative

A “Learn and Earn” Model
 

Apprenticeship Readiness:
(often called pre-apprenticeships) are programs 
designed to prepare individuals to enter and succeed in 
an Apprenticeship program.
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Nevadaworks Office

How to Work 
With Us

9390 Gateway Dr, Suite 105

Reno, NV 89521

775.337.8600

www.nevadaworks.com
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Questions?
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7/24/25

Rena Drake Nevadaworks

9390 Gateway Drive, Suite 105 Reno, NV 89521

775-301-1226

775-301-1226

Milt Stewart

CEO mstewart@nevadaworks.com

N/A

X

X

X

X

X

X

4/28/25

We would like the opportunity to do a virtual present on the services provided by Nevadaworks, the workforce development board serving Northern Nevada.
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Lander County Commission Agenda Request Form 

Lander County ● 50 State Route 305, Battle Mountain, NV 89820 ● 775-635-2885 fax-635-5332  

The Lander County Board of Commissioners meets the 2nd and 4th Thursday of each month 
Each individual is responsible to complete their own agenda request form and have it turned in Wednesday by 4:00pm 
the week prior to the meeting.  

  
 
COMMISSIONER MEETING DATE:  7/24/25  
 
NAME:  SHELBY KNOPP   REPRESENTING: LANDER COUNTY 
 
ADDRESS: 50 STATE ROUTE 305, BATTLE MOUNTAIN, NV 89820 
 
PH: 775-635-2860 PH: _______________________________________________ 
  
WHICH NUMBER SHOULD WE CALL DURING NORMAL BUSINESS HOURS? ______________________ 
 
WHO WILL BE ATTENDING THE MEETING: 
 
JOB TITLE: EMAIL: PLANNING@LANDERCOUNTYNV.ORG 
 
SPECIFIC REQUEST TO BE PLACED ON THE AGENDA:  
 
REVIEW, CONSIDERATION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO ADOPT RESOLUTION  2025-11, A RESOLUTION TO CONTINUE A 
MORATORIUM ON RENEWABLE ENERGY GENERATION FACILITIES FOR AN ADDITIONAL SIX (6) MONTHS.  
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
 
THE ORIGINAL MORATORIUM WAS APPROVED BY THE COMMISSIONERS ON NOVEMBER 14, 2024. STAFF IS CONTINUEING 
TO WORK ON A PROPOSED ORDINANCE AND DO THE DUE DILIGENCE TO DO WHAT IS BEST FOR LANDER COUNTY.   
 
WHAT ACTION WOULD YOU LIKE THE BOARD TO TAKE TO RESOLVE THIS ISSUE?  
 
 ADOPT RESOLUTION 2025-11 TO CONTINUE A MORATORIUM ON RENEWABLE ENERGY GENERATION FACILITIES.  
 
WILL THERE BE A POWERPOINT PRESENTATION? IF SO WILL IT BE PAPER FORM OR A THUMB DRIVE OR BOTH? BOTH WILL 
BE REQUIRED AT THE TIME BACKUP IS TURNED IN. THUMB DRIVE PRESENTATION WILL NEED TO BE OPERATED BY 
PRESENTER.                                                                                        YES_X__        NO_ __ 

 
THE COUNTY MANAGER RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT OR RECOMMEND TABLING ALL AGENDA REQUESTS FOR 

INSUFFICIENT INFORMATION. 
ALL INFORMATION STATED IS CORRECT AND TRUE TO MY KNOWLEDGE: 
 
SIGNATURE _______________________________________________      DATE   ______7/16/25__________________________ 

ARE THERE ANY COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH YOUR REQUEST? YES _ _ NO _X__ 
          AMOUNT  $ ___ ___ 
   

HAS THIS ISSUE BEEN DISCUSSED AT A PRIOR COMMISSION MEETING? 
 YES _ __ NO __X _ 
          WHEN?  ____________________________   

HAS THIS ISSUE BEEN REVIEWED AND APPROVED BY AFFECTED DEPT HEADS? 
 YES   X__  NO ___ 

ALL BACKUP MATERIAL MUST BE PROVIDED WITH AGENDA REQUEST, NOT AT THE MEETING: 
   

IS ALL THE BACK UP MATERIAL ATTACHED TO THIS AGENDA REQUEST? YES _X_ NO ___ 

IF THE ITEM IS A CONTRACT AND/OR AGREEMENT, OR REQUIRES LEGAL REVIEW, IT MUST BE 
REVIEWED BY THE DISTRIC ATTORNEY’S OFFICE PRIOR TO AGENDA SETTING OR IT WILL NOT GO 
ON THE AGENDA.  
HAS THE DISTRICTATTORNEY’S OFFICE PROVIDED THE REQUIRED REVIEW? YES _X__ NO _ _ 
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Resolution No. 2025-11 Continue a Temporary Moratorium on Renewable Energy Generating Facilities 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2025-11 
OF THE BOARD OF LANDER COUNTY COMMISSIONERS  
 
A RESOLUTION TO CONTINUE WITH A TEMPORARY MORATORIUM 
ON RENEWABLE ENERGY GENERATION FACILITIES 
 

WHEREAS, the Lander County Board of Commissioners on November 14, 2024 

approved Resolution No. 2024-09 adopting a temporary nine (9) month moratorium on the 

processing of any future applications for permits for renewable energy generation facilities larger 

than two acres in size; and 

WHEREAS, the Lander County Code contains no standards for the issuance of permits 

for renewable energy generation facilities; and 

WHEREAS, NRS 278.0173 defines renewable energy to mean a source of energy that 

occurs naturally or is regenerated naturally, including, without limitation: (1) Biomass; (2) Fuel 

cells; (3) Geothermal energy; (4) Solar energy; (5) Waterpower; and (6) Wind.  The term 

renewable energy does not include coal, natural gas, oil, propane or any other fossil fuel, or 

nuclear energy; and 

WHEREAS, NRS 278.0173 defines renewable energy generation facility to mean a 

project involving an electric generating facility or system that uses renewable energy as its 

primary source of energy to generate electricity. The term does not include a project involving 

an electric generating facility or system that uses nuclear energy, in whole or in part, to generate 

electricity; and 

WHEREAS, Lander County Codes pertaining to Building and Zoning requirements 

contain no definitions or requirements regarding renewable energy; and  

WHEREAS, the Lander County Building and Planning Department has received a 

number of inquiries related to the creation and zoning of renewable energy generation facilities 
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Resolution No. 2025-11 Continue a Temporary Moratorium on Renewable Energy Generating Facilities 
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which has resulted in a number of comments and concerns being made by Lander County 

citizens and members of the general public; and 

WHEREAS, the Lander County Building and Planning Department and the Lander 

County Natural Resource Officer are under development pressure with inquiries and issues 

related to renewable energy generation facilities; and 

WHEREAS, the Lander County Board of Commissioners have been reviewing the 

Lander County Code with respect to renewable energy generation facilities and changes may be 

necessary to protect public health, safety, and general welfare of the citizens of Lander County; 

and 

WHEREAS, the Lander County Board of Commissioners are empowered pursuant to 

NRS 244.143 to address matters of local concern which includes, without limitation, matters 

relating to the public health, safety and welfare of Lander County; and 

WHEREAS, the Lander County Board of Commissioners are not precluded from 

adopting this Resolution as the matter of renewable energy generation facilities is not prohibited 

pursuant to NRS 244.143 as it does not concern a state interest that requires statewide 

uniformity of regulation; the regulation of business activities that are subject to substantial 

regulation by a federal or state agency; or any other federal or state interest that is committed by 

the Constitution, statutes or regulations of the United States or this State to federal or state 

regulation that preempts local regulation; and 

WHEREAS, the Lander County Board of Commissioners are authorized and 

empowered pursuant to NRS 278.020 to regulate and restrict the improvement of land and to 

control the location and soundness of structures for the purpose of promoting the health, safety 

and general welfare of the citizens of Lander County; and 
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Resolution No. 2025-11 Continue a Temporary Moratorium on Renewable Energy Generating Facilities 
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WHEREAS, several citizens of Lander County have publicly and privately questioned 

the provisions of the Lander County Code related to renewable energy generation facilities and 

the Planning Coordinator and Natural Resource Officer are requesting the Lander County Board 

of County Commissioners pass a resolution to establish temporary moratorium on the 

processing of any future applications for permits for renewable energy generation facilities to 

allow additional time for the Building and Planning Department and the Natural Resource 

Officer to continue to conduct meetings and to further continue to study and research the proper 

classification, restrictions, and requirements for renewable energy generation facilities, and 

other similar activities in Lander County and to propose amendments to the Lander County 

Code to be considered for adoption and implementation to protect the public health, safety and 

general welfare of the citizens of Lander County; and 

WHEREAS, the current temporary moratorium is set to expire on August 14, 2025; and  

WHEREAS, the Planning Coordinator is requesting an additional temporary 

moratorium for six (6) months; and  

WHEREAS, the Lander County Manager is requesting one-time authority to extinguish 

the moratorium adopted by this Resolution prior to the expiration of the six (6) months only 

upon the Lander County Board of Commissioners adopting an ordinance regulating renewable 

energy projects; and 

WHEREAS, the Lander County Board of Commissioners after review does hereby 

accept and adopt the factual assertions set forth herein; and 

WHEREAS, it would appear to be in the best interests of the citizens of Lander County 

for the Lander County Board of Commissioners to pass a resolution providing for an additional 

temporary moratorium on the processing of any future applications for permits for renewable 

energy generation facilities over two (2) acres in size in order for the Lander County Building 
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Resolution No. 2025-11 Continue a Temporary Moratorium on Renewable Energy Generating Facilities 
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and Planning Department and the Natural Resource Officer to continue to hold discussions and 

hearings within Lander County to determine whether amendments or changes are necessary to 

protect the public health, safety, and general welfare of the citizens of Lander County. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Lander County Board of Commissioners 

hereby adopt an additional temporary moratorium for a period not to exceed six (6) months on 

the processing of any future applications for permits for renewable energy generation facilities 

larger than two (2) acres in size, and other similar activities; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said moratorium shall become effective immediately 

upon its passage and shall remain in effect for a period not to exceed six (6) months; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Lander County Building and Planning 

Department is directed to continue to place a hold on any applications for renewable energy 

generation facilities larger than two (2) acres in size, and similar activities, during the period in 

which this temporary moratorium is in effect; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Lander County Manager shall have a one-time 

authority to extinguish the moratorium adopted by this Resolution prior to the expiration of the 

six (6) months only upon the Lander County Board of Commissioners adopting an ordinance 

regulating renewable energy projects; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Lander County Building and Planning 

Department shall schedule, publish, and notice public hearings as necessary for the purpose of 

studying and drafting proposed amendments and changes to the Lander County Code as it relates 

to renewable energy generation facilities; that a final resolution on any proposed changes or 

amendments shall be made within six (6) months unless otherwise further extended by the 

Lander County Board of Commissioners for good cause shown. 

APPROVED this ___th day of _________, 2025. 
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LANDER COUNTY BOARD OF     ATTEST: 
COMMISSIONERS: 
 

_____________________________   _______________________   

Bryan Sparks, Chair     Molly Gonzalez, Lander County Clerk 
 

137



 

 

 
    Created: 2023‐06‐04 12:16:02 [EST] 

(Supp. No. 40) 

 
Page 1 of 18 

 

Chapter 17.15 RENEWABLE ENERGY GENERATION PROJECT SPECIAL USE 

PERMITS 

17.15.010 Definitions: 

ABOVE GROUND TRANSMISSION LINE: An overhead power line is a structure used in electric power transmission 
and distribution to transmit electrical energy along large distances. It consists on one (1) or more conductors 
(commonly multiples of three (3)) suspended by towers or poles.)  

AMBIENT BASELINE SOUND PRESSURE LEVEL: The L90 A-weighted sound pressure emissions level (the level of 
sound exceeded 90% of the time) for a project area prior to construction as determined by a baseline acoustics 
emissions study.  

APPLICANT: When used in connection with or in respect of a project, shall mean the person(s) and/or entity(s) 
which is/are the developer and/or owner and/or operator of the project, and the term shall include all successors 
and assigns of the initial Applicant. When used in this Ordinance to affix liability or for a binding agreement or 
obligation, Applicant shall include the Owner or Operator of the project that intends to be legally liable or so 
bound.  

BATTERY ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEM: Battery energy storage systems (BESS), are devices that enable energy to be 
stored and then released when the power is needed.  

CO-APPLICANT: When used in connection with or in respect of a renewable energy project, shall mean a person or 
entity which executes an application for a project solely because of an ownership interest in real property to be 
used in connection with the project. The Co-Applicant requirement is not applicable to those lands owned or 
managed by the Federal Government.  

COLLECTOR: Any power line that carries electrical power from one or more solar panel or transformer or converter 
associated with solar panels to the point of interconnection with the electrical power grid, in the case of 
interconnection with the high voltage transmission systems, the point of interconnection shall be the substation 
serving the project.  

COUNTY: Lander County, Nevada. 

DECOMMISSIONING PLAN: With regards to a project shall have the meaning and include the requirements set 
forth at Lander County Code Sections 17.15.070 (Q) and 17.15.130 (A).  

DECOMMISSIONING SECURITY: With regards to a project shall have the meaning and meet the requirements as set 
forth at Lander County Code Sections 17.15.070 (Q) and 17.15.130 (A).  

DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT: A written agreement, adopted pursuant to state statutes and the provisions of this 
chapter, for a specified period of time between the county and any persons having a legal or equitable interest in 
real property for the purpose of developing such property in accordance with specified laws, ordinances, codes, 
resolutions, rules, regulations and plans adopted by the Lander County Board of Commissioners; and in effect at 
the time such agreement is executed, in return for additional development requirements that may include, but are 
not limited to, provision of affordable housing, design standards, and on and off site/off tract infrastructure and 
other improvements and dedications, and which shall be approved by the Lander County Board of Commissioners 
and/or other reciprocal obligations from the county.  

DISTAL SOLAR PANEL: Means each solar panel closest to an adjoining non-participating property line.  

DRAINAGE PLAN: With regards to a project shall mean the storm water management plan approved by Lander 
County Public Works for the project as required by Lander County Code Section 17.15.070 (O).  
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ELECTRICAL SUB-STATION: Substations contain the specialist equipment that allows the voltage of electricity to be 
transformed (or ‘switched’). The voltage is stepped up or down through pieces of equipment called transformers, 
which sit within a substations site.  

GEN-TIE: These are facilities that connect the original source of electric power (generation) to the transmission 
system.  

NON-PARTICIPATING: Property or the property-owner of land adjacent to a REF project that is not participating in 
the project as a Co-Applicant.  

NON-RENEWABLE ENERGY GENERATION FACILITY: Coal, natural gas, oil, propane or any other fossil fuel, or nuclear 
energy.  

OPERATOR: When used in connection with or in respect of a project means any person or entity which has the 
primary involvement with or responsibility for the use, operation, or maintenance of all or a portion of a project.  

OWNER: When used in connection with or in respect of a project shall mean any person or entity and his, her, or 
its assigns and successors in interest which has any ownership interest in any or all of the necessary devises to 
convert solar energy into electricity. The term “Owner” does not include any person or entity whose ownership 
interest in a REF is limited to an interest in real property which is used in a REF.  

PROJECT: Means any Renewable Energy Generation Facility, Battery Energy Storage, Electrical Substation and Gen-
Tie Connection.  

RENEWABLE ENERGY: Means a source of energy that occurs naturally or is regenerated naturally, including, 
without limitation:  

(a) Biomass; 
(b) Fuel Cells; 
(c) Geothermal Energy; 
(d) Solar Energy; 
(e) Waterpower; 
(f) Wind; and  
(g) Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS) 

The term does not include coal, natural gas, oil, propane, or any other fossil fuel, or nuclear energy.  

RENEWABLE ENERGY GENERATION FACILITY (REF): Means a project involving an electric generating facility or 
system that uses renewable energy as its primary source of energy to generate electricity. The term does not 
include a project involving an electric generating facility or system that uses nuclear energy, in whole or in part, to 
generate electricity.  

RENEWABLE ENERGY PROJECT: Means the development, construction, deployment, alteration or repair of any 
project, technology, product, service, function, or measure that generates electric power from renewable energy.  

SAFETY AND SECURITY PLAN: The REF project site safety and security plan as provided by Lander County Code 
Section 17.15.070 (P). 

SCHOOL: Means any public, private, or parochial education facility for students from K – 12 registered with the 
State of Nevada and does not include home schools.  

REF NET SALVAGE VALUE: The net value of all the saleable parts and commodities which make up the REF whether 
sold as used parts or on a commodity/scrap basis or any combination thereof (whichever is greater) after 
deducting all estimated costs and expenses of dismantling, removal, and transportation and all costs and expenses 
of sale (including but not limited to all commissions and fees) and the amount necessary to pay and satisfy all liens, 
security interests, and other encumbrances attaching to the REF. The commodity/scrap value shall be based on the 
prior five (5) years average scrap value of the commodity. 
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SOLAR ENERGY CONVERSION SYSTEM (SECS): The generating equipment and all ancillary equipment used in the 
production of electrical energy from solar resources, but not including electrical transmission facilities to transmit 
energy generated by a SECS from the SECS project site to the point of interconnection.  

TOWN: The area within the territorial limits of any unincorporated town within Lander County.  

TOWN BOARD. The Town Board form of government established pursuant to Nevada Revised Statutes 269.016 
through 269.022.  

TRANSPORTATION PLAN: The detailed route plan used for construction and maintenance by a project as required 
in Lander County Code Section 17.15.070 (N) 

VIEW SHED AREA: Means the areas of visual impact of a project set forth in Lander County Code Section 17.15.070 
(G)(1). 

17.15.020 Purpose and Intent:  

The intent of this chapter is to establish the land use and permitting requirements applicable to all Renewable 
Energy Generation Facilities, Battery Energy Storage, Electrical Substation and Gen-Tie Connections, as authorized 
by Nevada state law for all areas within Lander County.  

17.15.030 Special Use Permit for Renewable Energy Generation Facility, Battery Energy 

Storage, Electrical Substation and Gen-Tie Connections 

A. Special Use Permit for Construction of a Renewable Energy Generation Facility, Battery Energy Storage, 
Electrical Substation and Gen-Tie Connection:  

1. A Special Use Permit shall be required for any Renewable Energy Generation Facility, Battery Energy 
Storage, Electrical Substation and Gen-Tie Connections. In addition to the general criteria for approving 
the Special Use Permit, no Special Use Permit application shall be approved unless the Applicant 
establishes that the proposed Renewable Energy Generation Facility, Battery Energy Storage, Electrical 
Substation and Gen-Tie Connections meet the following additional criteria:  

a. Proposed developments must not conflict with any existing or planned infrastructure or utility 
projects; 

b. Proximity of the proposed developments or corridors to any school, hospital, or urban residential 
area with a dwelling density greater than two (2) units per gross acre shall be taken into 
consideration and appropriate setbacks shall be applied.  

17.15.040 Requirement to Obtain a Special Use Permit 

Any Renewable Energy Generation Facility, Batter Energy Storage, Electrical Substation and Gen-Tie Connections 
shall require the approval and be conducted in compliance with the terms and conditions of a Special Use Permit.  

A. Administration and Enforcement: 

1. For purposes of the administration of Special Use Permits for Renewable Energy Generation Facilities, 
Battery Energy Storage, Electrical Substation and Gen-Tie Connections as provided for in this chapter, the 
Lander County Board of Commissioners shall be designated as the official reviewing agency.  

2. Penalties: Any person violating any provision of this chapter is guilty of a misdemeanor and is subject to a 
fine of not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) and/or imprisonment in the County jail for a 
period not to exceed six (6) months. Any act that is prohibited, or the result from the failure to perform 
required acts, shall constitute a violation of this chapter. Any person is guilty of a separate offence for 
each and every day during any portion of which any violation of this chapter is committed or continued.  
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3. Abatement Proceedings: In Addition to any penalties that may be imposed, any use of property, or the 
establishment of any building, structure or use contrary to the provisions of this chapter or in violation of 
any condition attached to the granting of a Special Use Permit, County may commence proceedings for 
the abatement in accordance with this code or state law or may pursue other remedies provided by law.  

4. Revocation of Special Use Permit: Failure to abide by and faithfully comply with the provisions of this 
chapter with respect to use, development standards, or maintenance requirements, with any other 
requirement of this code, with any applicable requirement of the Nevada Revised Statutes or Nevada 
Administrative Code, with any applicable requirements with National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC), National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), or Nevada 
Department of Environmental Protection (NDEP), or with any and all conditions attached to the granting 
of any land use application hereunder is unlawful and a public nuisance, and shall constitute grounds for 
the revocation of the same, or any permit or license issued in conjunction with the application.  

a. Upon discovery of such violation, County may commence proceedings for the revocation thereof in 
accordance with applicable provisions of this code or may pursue other remedies as provided by law. 
If the Lander County Board of Commissioners determines that there is sufficient cause to revoke the 
application or permit, a public hearing shall be scheduled before the Lander County Board of 
Commissioners within 30 days, at which time the Owner or other interested party may show cause as 
to why the permit should or should not be revoked. If the Lander County Board of Commissioners 
revoke the permit, it shall specify for the record the reasons for its action.  

b. The revocation of a business license, or the revocation of permits, which are no longer appealable, to 
conduct a use shall cause any Special Use Permit to become invalid with the hearing specified in 
subsection A (4)(a) of this section.  

5. Term of Special Use Permit: If a project does not commence construction within a five (5) year period 
after the Special Use Permit is approved by the Lander County Board of Commissioners the Special Use 
Permit is deemed expired, unless a further extension is mutually agreed upon by the Applicant and the 
Lander County Board of Commissioners. Any Special Use Permit issued herein shall remain in effect only 
for a period of one (1) year from the date of issuance. The Special Use Permit granted herein is restricted 
to the building and process as described in the application and approved by the Lander County Board of 
Commissioners, any expansion or modifications will require an amendment to the Special Use Permit. 
One (1) year from the date of issuance, and each year following until construction commences, projects 
that receive Special Use Permit approval are required to pay a renewal fee of one thousand dollars 
($1,000.00) and submit an application no later than 30 days prior to expiration for annual renewal that 
consists of a detailed compliance report for review demonstrating that the project conforms to all Special 
Use Permit conditions of approval and this Chapter. The Special Use Permit renewal is to be reviewed and 
acted upon administratively by the Planning Coordinator within thirty (30) days of the renewal submission 
and shall be granted so long as the Applicant demonstrates satisfaction of the conditions and adherence 
to this chapter.  

6. Transferability of Special Use Permit: Any Special Use Permit approved by the Lander County Board of 
Commissioners shall be specific to the Renewable Energy Generation Facility, Battery Energy Storage, 
Electrical Substation and Gen-Tie Connection owner as specified on the permit. Any change in ownership 
of the project that is approved by the Lander County Board of Commissioners shall be transferrable to a 
new owner by application to the Building and Planning Department and approval from the Lander County 
Board of Commissioners, and the Special Use Permit will be valid for the same terms as the original 
Special Use Permit and shall be subject to the same use at the same location. The Lander County Board of 
Commissioners approval may not be unreasonably withheld, delayed, or conditioned, except approval will 
be conditioned upon the assignor or successor satisfying the financial criteria set forth in the 
Development Agreement and Section 17.15.070 (T).  

7. Cumulative Remedies: All remedies provided herein shall be cumulative and not exclusive.  
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B. Application Process:  

1. Special Use Permit Fee: A Special Use Permit Fee, as established by the Lander County adopted fee 
schedule.  

2. Kingston Town Board: If the proposed location of the project is within ten (10) miles of the Town Limits of 
Kingston, the Applicant shall contact the Kingston Town Board and request an agenda item be placed on 
the Town Board’s agenda to present the project and obtain a written letter from the Town Board in 
support of, or in opposition to, or acknowledgement the Applicant made a presentation for the proposed 
Energy Generation Facility. The item must be placed on the agenda no later than forty-five (45) days after 
receiving such a request to hear the proposal and within fifteen (15) days after hearing the request 
provide a written letter to the Applicant. The Applicant shall submit a copy of the Town Board’s written 
letter to the Building and Planning Department along with the Application for a Special Use Permit. If the 
Town Board does not provide the letter within fifteen (15) days, the Applicant must provide documented 
evidence of effort to obtain a written letter from the Town Board to satisfy this section.  

C. Public Hearing Notice Requirements: Upon the filing of a complete application for a Special Use Permit, the 
Planning Coordinator shall give notice setting forth the time, place and purpose of such hearing. 

1.  Notice of such hearing shall be published in a newspaper not less than ten (10) days prior to the date of 
hearing.  

2. Notice of such hearing must be mailed at least ten (10) calendar days prior to the meeting to:  

a. The Applicant; 

b. Each owner of real property, as listed on the County Assessor’s records, located within three hundred 
feet (300’) of the property in question; 

c. Any Advisory or Town Board which has been established for the affected by the governing body; 

d. If a Military installation is located within three thousand feet (3,000’) of the property in question, the 
commander of the military installation;  

e. If an Indian Reservation is located within three thousand feet (3,000’) of the property in question, the 
Chief and Council of the Indian Reservation and the United States Department of the Interior Bureau 
of Indian Affairs (BIA); and 

f. The Lander County Sheriff, EMS, and Fire Department.  

D. Standard Findings for Approval of a Special Use Permit: The Lander County Board of Commissioners shall 
determine which application submits a plan and proposal that meets the need of, or otherwise benefits, the 
residents of Lander County. The following criteria shall be evaluated by the Lander County Board of 
Commissioners:  

1. Will be in accordance with the general objectives or with any specific objectives of the Lander County 
Master Plan of current adoption, and the zoning map if applicable; 

2. Will not be hazardous or disturbing to existing or future neighboring uses;  

3. Will be served adequately by essential public facilities and services, such as highways, streets, police and 
fire protection, drainage structures, refuse disposal, or schools; or that the persons or agencies 
responsible for the establishment of the proposed use shall be able to provide adequately any such 
service;  

4. Will not create excessive additional requirements at public cost for public facilities and services and will 
not be detrimental to the economic welfare of the community; and  
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5. Will not involve uses, activities, processes, materials and equipment, and conditions of operation that will 
be detrimental to any persons, property, or general welfare by reason of excessive production of traffic, 
noise, smoke, fumes, glares, or odors.  

E. Appeals: Any person who is aggrieved by a final decision of the Lander County Board of Commissioners may 
appeal the decision to the District Court by filing a petition for judicial review within twenty-five (25) days 
after the date of the filing of notice of the decision with the Clerk of the Board.  

17.15.040 Application of Ordinance: 

This section applies to ground-mounted solar energy conversion systems, geothermal projects and related power 
generation facilities, Battery Energy Storage, Electrical Substations and Gen-Tie Connections. This Ordinance does 
not apply to roof-top or integrated solar installations on buildings or facilities and all such installations remain 
subject to applicable building and safety codes.  

A. (REF-1) Renewable Energy Facility – Tier 1 

B. (REF-2) Renewable Energy Facility – Tier 2 

17.15.050 Energy Conversion System Distinctions: 

Only Photovoltaic systems may be installed in Lander County and will require a Special Use Permit for Renewable 
Energy Generating Facility for all REF-1 projects and a Development Agreement between the Applicant/Developer 
and Lander County. Concentrated Solar Power Systems may not be installed in Lander County. Acreage is 
measured from a perimeter fence surrounding the total renewable energy generation facility including any 
substations, energy storage, electrical support buildings, wells, access roads, surface equipment, and pipelines. 
Any renewable energy generation facilities intended to be operated as an integrated system shall be regulated 
according to the aggregate total acreage. Any subsequent phase of an approved project shall meet the criteria 
required of the total acreage of all phases.  

Type Acreage Other 

REF-1 
Greater than 10 acres or daily aggregate 

production of one (1) megawatt or more per day 
Electricity sold to utility transmission 

lines 

REF-2 Up to 10 acres on one or more properties 
Electricity used primarily for on-site use 
primarily behind the meter, generation 

for a single property owner 

 

17.15.060 Designation of Use in Districts: 

Subject to the requirements of this Section, the designated renewable energy projects are permitted uses (X) or a 
special exception with a Special Use Permit (E) uses in the following districts. Building Permits shall not be issued to 
any Applicant without the Lander County Board of Commissioners granting approval for a Special Use Permit for 
Renewable Energy Generation Facility at a public hearing.  

District REF-1 REF-2 

A1  X 

A2  X 

A3 E X 

R-1  X 

R-2  X 

R-3  X 

R-4  X 
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MO  X 

MS  X 

MP  X 

AH  X 

AHR  X 

C-1  X 

TC  X 

C-2  X 

M E X 

OS E X 

GP  X 

MRC  X 

KR-A1  X 

 

17.15.070 Application and Requirements: 

A completed application for a Renewable Energy Generation Facility Special Use Permit signed by the applicant 
shall be filed with the Lander County Building and Planning Department. Prior to submitting the application for the 
permits, and at the beginning of the federal review and permit application process, the applicant must have a pre-
submission meeting with Lander County Building and Planning Department, Natural Resource Officer, County 
Engineer, Public Works Director, County Manager and/or Assistant County Manager to discuss the project and the 
application. If the Applicant is not the owner of the real property on which the project is sited, all property owners 
of the real property where the project is to be located must be Co-Applicants; with the exception of projects sited 
on lands owned or managed by the Federal government.  Any appropriate documents related to the 
environmental review by state or federal land management agencies, if they satisfy the requirements as outlined 
below, may be submitted in lieu of any of the following, otherwise the application must also include all of the 
following elements:  

A. Project Description: A detailed project description of the proposed renewable energy generation project 
including a legal description of the property on which the project would be located and any existing 
easements, including conservation or restrictive use easements. Description must also include the 
approximate total name plate generating capacity and the name plate capacity of each solar panel, total 
acreage included in the project, the potential equipment manufacturers and type of solar energy conversion 
system to be used, the number of solar panels, the size and maximum height of the solar panels, and 
description of substations, power inverters, maintenance structures, storage yards, permanent solar resource 
monitoring structures and equipment, BESS and other buildings that are a direct functional part of the project. 
If any part of the project includes battery storage, the types of batteries to be used, the manufacturer, and the 
type of installation shall also be included.  

1. For Geothermal facilities the description must also include total generating capacity, total acreage 
included in the project, surface equipment and manufacturers and type of energy conversion system to 
be used, description of substations, pipelines, power inverters, maintenance structures, storage yards, 
monitoring structures and equipment, and other buildings and infrastructure that is a direct functional 
part of the project.   

B. Applicant and Co-Applicants. A description of the Applicant, Owner, Operator, and any other responsible party 
and if applicable each of their intermediate and ultimate parent companies, listing experience in similar 
projects and gross capitalization. List Names, addresses, email addresses, websites and phone numbers of the 
Applicants, Owners and Operators and all Co-Applicants.  
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C. Maps. A map or maps of the project site and surrounding quarter-mile radius that shows the topography, 
political and natural features of the site. The map shall include the individual land parcels by Assessor’s parcel 
number and clearly identify whether the property is participating in the project or not. The map shall also 
identify the zoning designations if applicable, waterways, wetlands, drainage channels, all streets and 
roadways by classification, municipal and township boundaries, residential structures, public lands, public and 
private schools (including colleges and universities) existing utilities and transmission lines, public safety 
facilities, governmental boundaries, public recreational land, OHV Trails, any County minor or major roads, 
and any commercial or public structure such as stores, churches, airports or landing strips. If more than one 
map is submitted, all maps shall be drawn at the same scale. All maps shall be submitted in hard copy and 
electronic format as specified by the Building and Planning Department. Alternate routes are to be provided 
where trails are cut by section lines.  

D. Site Plan. The Applicant shall submit a site development plan at an appropriate scale showing the proposed 
location of the project facilities; proposed access roads; substations; maintenance structures, storage yards; 
pipelines, permanent solar resource measuring or monitoring installations; electrical cabling; ancillary 
equipment; and any other structures that are a direct functional part of the project. In addition, the site plan 
shall show: property lines; including identification of non-participating adjoining properties; setback lines; 
public roads; County regulated drains, washes, open ditches if located in a public right-of-way; location of all 
above-ground utility lines; location of all existing underground utility lines associated with the site; recognized 
historic or heritage sites as noted by the Nevada Department of Natural Resources; floodplains, and any 
wetlands based upon a delineation prepared in accordance with the applicable U.S. Army Corps of Engineer 
requirements and guidelines, and the location of any other condition or facility regulated by any other agency 
having jurisdiction of activity on the site. This site plan must also be distributed to emergency management 
services, fire departments serving any part of the project site, the County Sheriff, Town Board whose 
boundary is within ten (10) miles of the project site.  

E. Coordination with Applicable Agencies. The Applicant shall submit a summary report identifying the entities 
the Applicant has communicated with respect to the project. The report shall list the entity name, the primary 
contact person at the entity and contact information, the dates of coordination and list of documents 
submitted to each agency. The report shall also transmit any comments, suggestions, concerns, approvals, or 
disapprovals with respect to the project issued by the entity and/or communicated to the Applicant.  

F. Public Comment Period 

G. Travel Routes and Roads – For Existing and Proposed Roads 

1. A detailed map showing travel routes and roads to and within the proposed site(s) and estimates of traffic 
loads and quantities both during construction and at buildout/operations phase;  

2. County Public Works Director will determine, in consultation with the applicant, the potential impact and 
mitigation measures, if any, that will be required of the applicant. Any mitigation requirements will be 
proportionate to the impact from the proposed project; 

3. All non-paved temporary or permanent on-site roads and staging areas shall be improved pursuant to 
County Standards or specifications of the Orange Book (standard specifications for public works 
construction); and 

4. During site development and construction, the applicant must regularly water or otherwise mitigate roads 
and staging areas as necessary to minimize dust and wind erosion;  

H. Visual Impact Evaluation Report. The Applicant shall submit a Visual Impact Evaluation Report evaluating the 
visual impact of all solar panels and/or related power generation facilities on properties within the view shed 
area of the project. The report shall assess the visual impact on all properties within the visual impact zones 
identified below. For Applicants required to comply with the National Environmental Protection Act (NEPA), 
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the viewshed analysis conducted in accordance with NEPA will fulfill the requirements of this ordinance. For 
Applicants not subject to NEPA, the following shall be included on the Visual Impact Evaluation Report:  

1. View Shed Area Defined: One Thousand (1,000) foot radius from each Distal Solar Panel adjacent to the 
project boundary. 

a. For Geothermal Facilities the View Shed Area shall be defined as one thousand (1,000) foot radius 
from each structure or piece of equipment that is closest to the project boundary.  

2. Detailed description of the potential visibility of the REF from key observation points identified by the 
Applicant and the methodology used to evaluate visibility within the following View Shed Areas and maps 
of  the applicable View Shed Area identifying town boundaries, historic sites, state and local designated 
scenic areas and roads, designated recreational areas, designated open space and designated 
conservation areas, schools, parks, water resources, military installations, airports or landing strips, cell 
towers, weather, and radar stations.  

3. Any mitigation measures proposed to minimize the visual impact of the project.  

If a visual resources technical report is prepared for the project, as a part of a Federal Agency Led permitting 
process, the Applicant shall provide that report to the County in lieu of the Visual Impact Evaluation Report 
described above.  

I. Noise Evaluation Report. The Applicant shall submit a Noise Evaluation Report analyzing potential noise 
generated by REF. The report shall identify sensitive receptors (if any) in the vicinity of the REF with the 
potential to experience noise generated by the REF and shall estimate noise levels at those sensitive receptors 
that would be expected to result from REF operation. The report shall also provide the manufacturer’s 
technical documentation of the proposed solar energy generating equipment noise levels to the extent 
possible. The Noise Evaluation Report shall include any potential mitigation measures to minimize sound 
levels. If a noise technical report is prepared for the project as a part of a Federal Agency-led permitting 
process, the project Applicant shall provide that report to County in lieu of the Noise Evaluation Report 
described above.  

Residential Areas - Daytime (7 AM – 10 PM) = 50 dBA  

Residential Areas - Nighttime (10 PM – 7 AM) = 45 dBA  

Industrial/Commercial Areas = 65 dBA 

J. Sensitive Receptors (Hospitals, Schools, Churches, etc.) = 40-45 dBAGrading. A technical report, showing that 
construction and operation of the project including, but not limited to, the development, operation and 
reclamation of all roads, access corridors, foundation pads, equipment storage and staging areas, and all 
related facilities, will conform to accepted slope stability requirements and all Nevada Division of 
Environmental Protection (NDEP) best management practices (BMPs);  

K. Weed Control. A plan for weed control, specifically to hinder the spread of invasive and non-invasive species 
onto adjacent property. The plan should account for activities during both construction and operation and 
may include mitigation activities such as wash stations for construction vehicles.  

L. Lighting. A plan showing lighting on and around the project and all related facilities including:  

1. All proposed lighting shall be located to avoid light pollution onto any adjacent lands as viewed from a 
distance; all lighting fixtures shall be hooded and shielded, faced downward, located within soffits, and 
directed onto the pertinent site only, and away from adjacent parcels and areas;  

2. The lighting plan should indicate the types of lighting and fixtures, the locations of fixtures, lumens of 
lighting, and the areas illuminated by the lighting plan; 
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3. Any required FAA lighting should be consolidated and minimized whenever possible, so long as it still 
meets FAA requirements and intent.  

M. Water. The plan shall indicate the amount, place or origin, and place of disposal, if any, of all water and 
effluent that will be used or reused in connection with construction, management, operation and 
maintenance of the renewable energy project, including water used for drilling, including washing facility 
components, machine components (i.e., blades), and making concrete for foundation pads and other 
structures within the facility. Any plan created or measures put in place to meet regulations pursuant to state 
oversight from the Nevada Division of Environmental Protection and/or the State Division of Water Resources 
may be submitted to meet the requirements of this section.  

N. Natural Resource Impact Report. The Applicant shall submit a Natural Resources Impact Report for the 
proposed project site. The report shall briefly describe the potential natural resource impacts as a result of the 
construction, operation, and maintenance of the project. The report’s analysis shall consider impacts related 
to:  

1. Topography, geology, vegetation, soil types, water resources, grazing, fish and wildlife habitat, migratory 
routes, critical winter range for mule deer and antelope, special status wildlife and their habitat; 

2. As a part of the Natural Resource Impact report the applicant is to request input from Nevada Division of 
Wildlife (NDOW).  

3. Compliance with applicable air and water quality standards; 

4. Compliance with any USFWS solar energy guidelines as applicable.  

The report shall include a study area map with identification of any areas of importance such as wildlife 
habitat, flood zones, wetlands and watercourses evaluated in the report. The report shall also include any 
potential mitigation measures such as open space, erosion control, and habitat replacement to reduce the 
identified impacts on the project area. If natural resources technical reports pertaining to the resources 
addressed above are prepared for the project as part of a Federal Agency-led permitting process, the project 
applicant may provide reports submitted to the Federal Agency to County in lieu of the Natural Resources 
Impact Report described.  

O. Transportation Plan. A Transportation Plan recommended by the Lander County Public Works Department and 
approved by the Lander County Board of Commissioners including a form of financial assurance acceptable to 
the Board of Commissioners for the repair or replacement of all damaged roads, bridges, signage, or other 
transportation structures during construction, maintenance, and operation.  

P. Drainage Plan. A Drainage Plan approved by the County Public Works Director including a form of financial 
assurance acceptable to the Lander County Board of Commissioners for the repair or replacement of all 
damaged drains and ditches. The Transportation Plan and the Drainage Plan shall state that any newly 
constructed access roads shall not impede the flow of water and will comply with Lander County Drainage 
standards.  

Q. Safety and Security Plan. A Safety and Security Plan which must include adequate provisions for site security 
and safety. To be developed with the Lander County emergency management and fire department prior to 
construction. It shall address all activities at the proposed site from the start of construction through 
operation, and shall result in a response plan to address all identified potential fire, rescue, evacuation, and 
hazardous materials scenarios. Any plan created or measures put in place to meet regulations to state 
oversight from the Nevada Department of Environmental Protection and/or the State Fire Marshal may be 
submitted to meet the requirements of this section.  

R. Decommissioning Plan. A Decommissioning Plan to ensure that the project is properly decommissioned. The 
Decommissioning Plan must be updated and approved by the Lander County Board of Commissioners every 
five (5) years after the approval of the initial decommissioning plan and after any material improvements are 
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added to the project, in the same manner as the initial Decommissioning Plan. The Decommissioning Plan shall 
include financial assurance that the project facilities are properly decommissioned upon the end of the project 
life or abandonment consistent with this Section. The financial assurance must be provided at the completion 
of construction and prior to issuance of any future Special Use Permit. The obligations with respect to 
decommissioning shall include removal and proper disposal of all physical material pertaining to the project 
improvements to a depth of five (5) feet beneath the soil surface, and restoration of the area occupied by the 
project improvements such that it is suitable for an equivalent land use to what existed immediately before 
construction of such improvements. The Decommissioning Plan shall include a contractor cost estimate from a 
licensed engineer with experience in these matters for demolition and removal of similar facilities. The 
Decommissioning Plan must include proper disposal of all hazardous material and Operator must provide to 
the Board of Commissioners or its designee the certification of disposal issued by the entity providing the 
disposal service and/or the receiving disposal facility. All disposal must comply with local, state, and federal 
law, rules, and regulations in effect at the time of decommissioning.  

S. Development Agreement. The Applicant shall enter into a Development Agreement between the Applicant 
and Lander County, to be approved by the Lander County Board of Commissioners.  

T. Power Purchase/Sales Agreement. The Applicant must submit an approved NV Energy Power Purchase/Sales 
Agreement, or proof that the project is going through the NV Energy connection process.  

U. Additional Assurances. The Applicant shall provide a notarized statement acknowledging and affirming the 
following with respect to the project:  

1. All duties and obligations of each of the Applicant, Owner, and Operator shall be joint and several, and 
shall be binding upon each of their heirs, successors in interest, and assigns unless and to the extent any 
successor in interest or assignee assumes in writing assignor’s duties and obligations that may arise 
hereunder. At least forty-five (45) days prior to any Change in Control, written notice shall be given to the 
County Building and Planning Department for presentation and approval by the Lander County Board of 
Commissioners. “Change in Control” is defined as (i) an acquisition of Applicant, Owner, and Operator by 
another entity by means of any transaction or series of related transactions, (ii) a sale of all or 
substantially all of the assets of the Applicant, Owner, or Operator.  

2. Lander County Board of Commissioners approval of a Change in Control will be conditioned upon the 
assignee or successor meeting the following financial conditions: 1) All Financial Assurances (as herein 
defined) provided to the Commissioners hereunder have been replaced by the successor or assignee prior 
to Commissioners approval and are in compliance with the terms and conditions of this Section; 2) the 
assignee or successor agrees in writing to be bound by the terms and conditions of the approval of the 
Special Use Permit for Renewable Energy Generation Facilities; and 3) the assignee or successor provides 
documentation proving that it or its affiliate or parent has a) a net worth of at least $24 Million dollars; 
and b) at least five years of experience (or has management or an operator on its behalf that has at least 
five years of experience) in the development and operation of projects similar to the proposed project. If 
the successor or assignee satisfies the foregoing financial conditions, then approval by the Lander County 
Board of Commissioners shall not otherwise be withheld, delayed, or conditioned.  

3. All bonds, sureties, letters or credit, or other financial assurances provided under this Section shall remain 
in full force and effect upon any transfer, assignment, or conveyance of an ownership interest until the 
successor in interest delivers an accepted replacement obligation. The transfer, assignment, or 
conveyance of an ownership interest in the project without advance approval of replacement bonds, 
sureties, letters of credit, or other financial assurances shall constitute a default and shall not relieve the 
responsible party of liability unless and until the replacement bonds, sureties, letters of credit, or other 
financial assurances provided is/are subsequently approved by the Lander County Board of 
Commissioners. However, the transfer of the interest of the Owner(s) until the replacement bonds, 
sureties, letters of credit, or other financial assurances provided is obtained by such successor.  
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4. An Owner, Applicant, or Operator which violates any provision of this Title (including violations by their 
agents, contractors, or subcontractors) and remains in violation beyond applicable notice and cure 
periods shall be subject to fines and all legal remedies under 17.15.160 et seq. Any Owner, Applicant, or 
Operator, or a contractor or agent thereof, who engages in any activity prohibited by or under the control 
of this Title without first obtaining any required approval or permit including but not limited to a Special 
Use Permit, Building Permit, or Certificate of Occupancy shall be subject to fines and all legal remedies 
under County Code Section 17.15.160 et seq. Each day a violation occurs or continues constitutes a 
separate offence. The authority to assess fines rests only with the Lander County Board of Commissioners. 
The Commission shall also have all recourse to address violations as provided by law.  

5. Enforcement of this Ordinance shall be in compliance with Chapter 17.15.160 of the Zoning Ordinances of 
the County, as it may be amended.  

V. Time Limitation. Construction on the project shall commence within two years of approval. If the applicant is 
not able to initiate construction within that period, a two-year time extension from the date of the original 
approval of the Special Use Permit may be granted by the Lander County Board of Commissioners following a 
progress report presented at an open meeting of the commission. If the applicant has not commenced 
construction solely due to length or contingency on federal or state permitting process, the commission shall 
grant approval of a two-year time extension following presentation of the progress report. In the event that 
the use authorized by the Special Use Permit is abandoned for a period of more than two years from the date 
of last producing operations, the permit shall become null and void and a new Special Use Permit shall be 
required. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained in this code, the term “abandonment,” as 
applied to renewable energy generation facilities, shall not be construed as applying to a facility with regular 
on-site employees, maintenance, and security, regardless of whether commercial production at the facility has 
temporarily lapsed. In the event of a force majeure event, such as, but not limited to, a flood, damage, or 
destruction of the access to the site, earthquake, or other events beyond the control of the County or permit 
holder, the period of abandonment shall not be deemed to commence until such a time as the permit holder 
may be found to once again have access to the site. In this case, the permit holder shall reasonably attempt to 
establish access to the site. The Special Use Permit shall remain valid as long as the permit holder, its heirs, 
assigns, or successors remain in compliance with the terms of this permit and county, state, and federal 
regulations. In the event that the permit lapses or the use is discontinued or abandoned, the permit 
holder/owner, its heirs, assigns or successors shall remain responsible for environmental compliance until post 
closure reclamation requirements are met. If the facility is not being abandoned, but it not in operation for 
greater than two years for a reason such as equipment failure, replacement, or maintenance, the project 
contractor shall notify Lander County in writing indicating an estimated timeline for operations to 
recommence.  

17.15.080 Building Permits and Commencement of Construction: 

After approval of Special Use Permit for Renewable Energy Generation Facility is obtained, but before any 
construction commences or Building Permits may be issued all applicable state and federal permits, approvals and 
licenses must be obtained (with copies provided to the Lander County Building and Planning Department) and all 
state and federal statutes and regulations must be complied with and the following requirements satisfied:  

A. Insurance Requirements. The Owner, Engineering, Procurement and Construction Contractor, or Operator of 
the project shall maintain liability policies covering (1) bodily injury and property damage and (2) 
environmental contamination arising from construction, operation, maintenance, and decommissioning of the 
project. Limits on the bodily injury and property damage policy shall be two million dollars ($2,000,000.00) per 
occurrence and five million dollars ($5,000,000.00) in the aggregate with a deductible of no more than twenty 
thousand dollars ($20,000.00) and on the environmental contamination policy shall be of at least one million 
dollars ($1,000,000.00) per occurrence and two million dollars ($2,000,000.00) in the aggregate with a 
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deductible of no more than fifty thousand dollars ($50,000.00). All such policies shall name Lander County as 
an additional insured and a binder shall be provided annual to Lander County.  

B. Signage and Contract. The Applicant shall establish a twenty-four hour (24) toll-free phone number for the 
registering of complaints and concerns. This number shall be posted at every project service road intersection 
with a public roadway throughout the project area once Building Permits are issued and before any 
construction or earth moving can commence. If the Applicant receives a complaint about an issue, condition 
or event that Applicant has reason to believe may cause physical damage or bodily injury to the public and 
does not remedy, or take reasonable steps to remedy, such issue, condition, or event within forty-eight (48) 
hours of receiving the complaint, Lander County may address these complaints with any expenses incurred to 
be reimbursed by the Applicant.  

C. Pre-Construction Meeting. The Applicant must attend a Pre-Construction Meeting between the Planning 
Coordinator, Public Works Director, County Building Official, County Engineer, Fire Chief, Director of 
Emergency Management, and any other public officer or official whose input is deemed appropriate to verify 
that all requirements in the Title have been met. Once reviewed, if all requirements have been met, the 
Applicant may then obtain Building Permits. If any requirements have not been met, then further pre-
construction meetings will be held until it can be verified that the identified issues have been resolved.  

D. Fees. All Licensing and Permit fees must be paid for the entire project before any Permits are issued. No 
Permit shall be issued if the Applicant has overdue amounts owed to Lander County.  

17.15.090 Construction Standard: 

Prior to and during construction the Applicant, Owner, and Operator shall be responsible for:  

A. Obtaining an approval for a County Dust Control Plan/Permit and a Surface Area Disturbance Permit from 
NDEP. 

B. Complying with existing septic and well regulation as required by the State of Nevada Division of Public and 
Behavioral Health, Nevada Division of Water Resources and Nevada Department of Environmental Protection.  

C. Repairing Damages to County owned or regulated or Non-Participating Landowner’s waterways, drainage 
ditches, or any other infrastructure caused by the construction or maintenance of the project so that the 
waterways, drainage, and/or other infrastructure is restored to the same or substantially the same condition 
as it existed in prior to such maintenance or construction. Damages must be completely repaired to its original 
or better condition, and so as to not impede the flow of water. All repairs must be completed in a timely 
manner and the Owner, Operator, and/or Applicant shall be responsible for loss or damage approximately 
resulting from its impairment of such drainage structures. All repairs to County regulated drainage structures 
will commence within fourteen (14) days of notification. To determine if construction activities cause the 
damage, methods such as visual inspections, comparative survey data, and expert assessments are employed. 
If the construction group believes the damage was not caused by their activities, they have the right to submit 
a detailed report based on these methods to prove they are not responsible.  

D. Using of concrete armoring techniques at each and every location where County regulated drains and 
subsurface power transmission lines greater than 35,000 volts cross. Unopened bags of premixed concrete 
shall be laid on top of the transmission lines to cover six inches on both sides of the line and eight feet to each 
side of the County regulated drain the line is crossing. Open drain and transmission line intersections where 
the line is below the invert of the open drain shall be armored using the same technique. Red warning tape 
(printed with “warning electrical line below” or similar language) shall be buried no closer than twelve (12) 
inches above the actual power line at all crossing locations. The Public Works Director, or agent designated by 
the Public Works Director, shall inspect every such crossing before backfilling. Concrete armoring techniques 
will not be required in cases where directional boring is used.  
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E. Installing permanent visible markers where directional boring is used. Markers shall be placed within the line 
of sight indicating directional changes and borings. Alternatively, operators may use Geographical Information 
System (GIS) mapping to document and publicly register the locations of all directional borings. Ensuring that 
the details are readily accessible for future reference and maintenance.  

F. Submitting a monthly plan of work detailing construction and transportation activities to the Building and 
Planning DepartmentPublic Works Department. The report shall include notification of any oversized or 
overweight loads entering or exiting the project as well as any work on roads, drainage, or access roads.  

G. Adhering to the approved Transportation Plan. The County Public Works Department personnel shall conduct 
a pre-construction baseline survey to determine existing road conditions for assessing potential future 
damage. The Public Works Department personnel may choose to require remediation of road damage during 
if it is an imminent safety hazard, or upon completion of the project and is authorized to collect fees for 
oversized load permits. If repairs are not made in a timely manner, the County Public Works Department is 
authorized to make repairs and charge the Applicant a fee to cover the costs of repair. Such fees shall be 
established at the start date of construction and may be revised at three month intervals. Further, a corporate 
surety bond may be required by the County Public Works Department to ensure the County that future repairs 
are completed to the satisfaction of the County. The bond shall be released at the conclusion of construction 
of the project, and it may be reduced to cover any damages or losses from the operation and maintenance of 
the project. If the Applicant or its contractors require material changes from the approved Transportation Plan 
or if post completion repairs, improvements, or expansions require oversize and overweight loads or involve 
new routes, and Amended Transportation Plan must be approved in the same manner as the initial plan. Any 
violation of the approved Transportation Plan may be subject to fines as provided in Lander County Code 
Section 17.15.160 et seq. and in addition, may also be subject to fines established by the governing body 
having jurisdiction over the roadway(s) affected.  

H. Adhering to approved Development Plans. Any non-material proposed changes, modifications, or 
amendments to the Development Plans must be approved by the Planning Coordinator, and the Planning 
Coordinator shall thereafter report the non-material changes, modifications, or amendments to the Lander 
County Board of Commissioners. All material changes to the approved Development Plans must be approved 
by the Lander County Board of Commissioners. The Planning Coordinator shall have the authority and 
discretion, considering all relevant factors, to determine whether the proposed change is material or non-
material.  

I. Definition of Material and Non-Material Modifications. A non-material modification is a modification made by 
the Developer by mutual agreement of Developer and Planning Coordinator that: (1) meets or exceeds the 
requirements of this Agreement by advancing or augmenting the objective of the applicable requirement; or 
(2) does not materially increase or modify the land area covered by the project; and (3) does not result in an 
intensification of use or off-site impacts; (4) does not alter the setbacks, allowed heights, and other bulk 
standards of the project; and (5) does not involve a substantial change to the project design as agreed to in 
the Development Plan. A non-material modification permits the rearrangement of uses and/or additions of 
existing structures as part of the project design if such change is within the scope of the applicable County, 
state and federal approvals of the project. A material modification includes any modification that does not 
qualify as a non-material modification.  

17.15.110 Development Standards: 

A. All installed equipment shall conform to applicable industry standards and the application shall include 
certificates of design compliance of the proposed equipment from nationally recognized third parties in the 
business of certifying compliance.  

B. All electrical components of the project shall conform to applicable local, state, and national codes, and 
relevant national and international standards.  
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C. A visible warning sign concerning the voltage must be placed at the base of all pad-mounted transformers and 
substations.  

D. All solar panels and accessory buildings for the project must be fenced in with a fence not less than eight (8) 
feet in height.  

E. All warning lights in the project shall conform to best industry practices to reduce impacts on migrating birds 
and other wildlife. No red pulsating incandescent lights or white strobe lights shall be installed. All lighting 
shall be in compliance with applicable Federal Aviation Administration regulations. All lighting shall be 
shielded so that no glare extends substantially beyond the boundaries of the project.  

17.15.120 Setbacks and Height Restrictions: 

A. No part of the project shall be constructed in any required setback, dedicated public easement, or dedicated 
public right-of-way without prior written authorization from the Lander County Board of Commissioners.  

B. No equipment, solar panel, facility, or structure may be located within less than fifty (50)one thousand (1,000) 
feet, from any non-participating private landowner property line. Visual Impact StatementEvaluation Report 
will determines if the mitigation measures mentioned in 1 and 2 below will need to be implemented.   

1. Visual Berms with Native Vegetation. Applicant may propose to line some or all of the project boundary 
with a visual berm, planted with native vegetation, which, in combination with the vegetation will be 6 
feet in height, to obfuscate the project.  

2. Fencing with Visual Screens. Applicant may propose to construct fencing around some or all of the project 
boundary with fencing that include visual screens (which may include, but shall not be limited to, a mix of 
walls, fencing and native vegetation).  

3. No solar panel, facility, or structure may exceed twenty-five (25) feet in height at its highest extended 
rotation.  

4. No REF-2 solar panel may exceed the height restriction in the underlying zoning district.  

5. Applicant shall give notice to the owner of any FAA certified landing strip located adjacent to the project. 
Setbacks will be determined based upon the agreement of the landing strip owner, Applicant, and the 
Planning Department, which shall take into consideration the guidelines provided in a U.S. Department of 
Transportation FAA Advisory Circular dated February 26, 2014, as may be updated. Proof of notice must 
be included with the Special Use Permit Application.  

6. Allowed Variances. Variances may only be granted for relief from Lander County Code Section 
17.15.080(B). However, the variance application must include an executed agreement between the 
applicant and all participating and non-participating private landowners affected by the requested 
variance prior to consideration of the variance request by the Lander County Planning Commission.  

17.15.130 Post Construction and Continued Maintenance: 

Decommissioning Security. At the commencement of construction but before any commercial operations begins, 
the Applicant shall secure and provide to the Lander County Board of Commissioners a performance bond, surety 
bond, letter of credit, or other form of financial assurance that is vetted and acceptable to the Lander County 
Board of Commissioners (the “Decommissioning Security”) equal to 100% of the estimated cost of 
decommissioning the project pursuant to the Decommissioning Plan. Applicant will provide the Decommissioning 
Security to the Lander County Board of Commissioners. The Decommissioning Security, in computing the 
estimated cost of decommissioning, shall consider the Net Salvage Value (as defined) of the project. The amount of 
the Decommissioning Security shall be adjusted annually by January 31st by an amount equal to the increase in the 
CPI Index. “CPI Index” shall mean the Consumer Price Index for “All Urban  
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A. Consumers, U.S. City Average, all items,” issued by the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the United States 
Department of Labor, or, if discontinued or no longer published, such other governmental index that most 
closely matches the manner in which inflation had been previously tracked as selected by the Lander County 
Board of Commissioners. The Decommissioning Plan and Decommissioning Security shall be re-evaluated 
every five (5) years commencing with the operation of the project by a licensed engineer approved by the 
Lander County Board of Commissioners and qualified to provide an estimate of the cost of decommissioning of 
the project and Net Salvage Value of the project (the “Decommissioning Engineer”). A new Decommissioning 
Security in the revised amount, if any, shall be provided within sixty (60) days of the approval of the updated 
Decommissioning Plan.  

B. Waste Removal. All solid waste generated from supplies, equipment, parts, packaging, or operation or 
maintenance of the facility, including old parts and equipment, shall be removed from the site in timely 
manner. All hazardous waste generated by the operation and maintenance of the facility, including but not 
limited to lubricating materials, shall be handled in a manner consistent with all local, state, and federal rules 
and regulations.  

C. Modifications. Any physical modifications to the project that alters the mechanical load, mechanical load path, 
nameplate generating capacity, size or location or major electrical components shall require a new building 
permit and/or if there is more than 2% increase in total acreage of the project. Like-kind replacements that do 
not have the effects listed above do not require new permitting. Prior to making any physical modification 
(other than a like-kind replacement), the Applicant shall confer with the Building Official to determine whether 
the physical modification requires new permitting. 

D. Inspections. Upon request of the Lander County Building Official, Operator shall provide an annual inspection 
report for all facilities in the project to the Building Official at Operator’s cost. In addition, the Building Official, 
approved designees, along with licensed third-party engineers/professionals retained by Lander County for 
the specific purposed of conducting inspections of the project shall have the right, at any reasonable time and 
with sufficient prior notice, to accompany the Applicant, or his agent, on the project premises to inspect the 
project and its construction and maintenance and to identify any necessary repairs. The Applicant of the 
project may retain a licensed third-party professional engineer familiar with the applicable systems to prepare 
and submit to the County Building Official a written report which addresses the repairs to alterations 
requested, and which suggest alternate methods for addressing the concerns or provides evidence that said 
repairs or alterations are unnecessary, within thirty (30) days after receiving notice from the County Building 
Official that repairs or alterations are requested, or within a longer period of time mutually acceptable to both 
parties. The County Building Official will consider any such written report and determine whether the repairs 
or alterations should be made as originally requested or as suggested in the written report. In the event of a 
dispute between the County Building Official and the Applicant or third-party professional engineer retained 
by them, as to the repairs or alterations which are required, the decision of the County Building Official shall 
be final. These inspections do not relieve any liability of the Owner or Operator for damages or injuries arising 
from or related to the project. The Planning Department or designee will inspect and determine compliance 
with zoning regulations and approved development plans and the Planning Coordinator or designee shall 
thereafter make appropriate report(s) to the Lander County Board of Commissioners for action, if any action is 
necessary.  

E. Complaints. If, after construction, the Applicant receives a written complaint related to interference caused 
with local broadcast residential television, telecommunication, communication, or microwave transmissions, 
the Applicant shall promptly resolve the complaint.  

F. As-Built Plans. The Applicant shall deliver to the Planning DepartmentCounty Engineer and to all providers of 
emergency services serving the project area a copy of the as-built site map in PDF and AutoCAD formats. Upon 
request by the local fire department, the Applicant shall cooperate with the local fire department to develop 
or update the fire department’s emergency response plan. Nothing in this section shall alleviate the need to 
comply with all other applicable fire laws and regulations.  

Commented [P27]: I might have missed it, but didn’t see 
a line item other than this mention of the need to submit a 
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G. Record of Ground Disturbance and Road Usage. On completion of construction the Applicant shall submit to 
the County Public Works Department a site map detailing all ground disturbed through construction activity, 
surface and subsurface as-built infrastructure and all routes over which trucks and equipment traveled in PDF 
and AutoCAD formats. The scale and format of the submitted map shall conform to the County Public Works 
Department’s specifications.  

H. Liability for Drainage. For a period of two (2) years following the completion of construction the Applicant shall 
be held liable for all costs of repair to Lander County roads, regulated drains and ditches and other Lander 
County regulated surface and subsurface structures within fifty (50) feet of the routes used and ground 
disturbed by project construction, operations, replacement, or maintenance. Lander County may request 
additional repairs be completed beyond the two (2) year period for any documented damage occurring as a 
result of operations, replacement or maintenance of the project after the two (2) year period.  

I. Abandonment. A REF or any individual solar panel constituting a portion of the project is presumed at the end 
of its useful life and/or abandoned if the REF or the individual solar panel generates no electricity for a 
continuing period of twelve (12) months. This presumption may be rebutted by submitting to the Lander 
County Board of Commissioners for approval and within ninety (90) days of submission obtaining approval 
thereof of a plan outlining the steps and schedules for returning the REF or individual solar panel to service. 
Any REF or individual solar panel which pursuant to the terms hereof is either reached the end of its useful life 
and/or abandoned pursuant to the terms hereof shall be subject to removal pursuant to the Decommissioning 
Plan.  

J. Unsafe Structures. Any REF or structure thereof declared to be unsafe by the County Building Official or 
designee by reason of inadequate maintenance, dilapidation, obsolescence, fire, hazard, disaster, damage, or 
abandonment is hereby declared to be a public nuisance and shall be abated by repair or rehabilitation within 
six (6) months or be deemed abandoned and at the end of its useful life and subject to Decommissioning. 
Nothing herein prevents the County Building Official or designee from issuing an immediate Cease and Desist 
order as to any structure that he or she determines is unsafe during the repair or rehabilitation period.  

17.15.140 Post-Construction Modifications: 

Any post-construction proposed material modifications, alterations, expansions, or changes of any type or size to 
the Development Plan must be approved by the Lander County Board of Commissioners. All material post-
construction proposed changes must apply in the same way as a new project. The Planning Coordinator shall have 
the authority and discretion, considering all relevant factors, to determine whether the proposed post-
construction change is material. Refer to Lander County Code Section 17.15.060(I) for definition of material versus 
non-material modifications.  

17.15.150 No Preemption:  

Nothing in this Ordinance is intended to preempt other applicable State and Federal laws and regulations, except 
to the extent this Ordinance provides higher or more stringent standards.  

17.15.160 Enforcement and Penalties: 

A. Any person, firm, or corporation who, after fourteen (14) days of receiving written notification of violation of 
any of the provision(s) of this chapter, knowingly continues to violate said provision(s) of this chapter is guilty 
of a misdemeanor.  

B. Each such person is guilty of a separate offence for each and every day or portion thereof during which 
violation of any of the provisions of this chapter is committed, continued, or permitted.  

C. Upon conviction of any violation of this chapter, such person(s) shall be punished by a fine of not more than 
one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) or by imprisonment for not more than six (6) months in the County Jail, or by 
both such fine and imprisonment.  
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D. Any building or structure hereafter set up, erected, built, moved, or maintained or any use of property 
hereafter contrary to the provisions of this chapter shall be, and the same is declared to be, unlawful and a 
public nuisance, and the County may immediately commence action or actions, proceeding or proceedings, for 
the abatement thereof in a manner provided by law and shall take such other steps and shall apply to such 
court or courts as may have jurisdiction to grant such relief as will abate or remove such building, structure, or 
use and restrain and enjoin any person from setting up, erecting, building, moving, and maintaining any such 
building or structure, or using any property contrary to the provisions of this chapter.  

E. Unpermitted Work and Use of the Property:  

1. Any building or structure hereafter set up, erected, built, moved or maintained or any use of property 
hereafter contrary to the provisions of this chapter without the required approvals shall be subject to and 
the persons, firms, companies, partnerships, or corporations responsible for a violation of this Code shall 
pay a violation fee in addition to the required application fee, as well as be subject to any other applicable 
enforcement measures provided in this chapter of the Lander County Code. The violation fee shall be up 
to four (4) times the amount of the land use application fee as set forth in the adopted fee schedule. The 
payment of such violation fee shall not exempt any persons, firms, companies, partnerships, or 
corporations from the compliance with other provisions of this code nor from any other penalty 
prescribed by law. For the purpose of this chapter a firm is defined as a business made up of two or more, 
in any combination, of the following: persons, companies, partnerships, or corporate entities. 

2. The Planning DepartmentCounty Commissioners may, in considering the amount of the violation fee to 
assess, take into consideration whether the Planning Coordinator or their designee has determined that a 
permit application has been pursued in a timely manner and in good faith by the persons, firm, or 
corporation responsible for a violation of this Code, and whether the assessment of a reduced violation 
fee is in the best interest of the County.  

F. Withhold Permit/Application:  

1. Lander County may deny or withhold all permits, certificates, applications, or other forms of authorization 
on any land or structure or improvements upon a determination that there is an uncorrected violation of 
a provision of this Code or of a condition or qualification of a permit, certificate, application, approval, or 
other authorization previously granted by provision shall apply regardless of whether the current owner 
or Applicant is responsible for the violation in question.  

2. Lander County may deny or withhold all permits, certificates, applications, or other forms of authorization 
on any land or structure, or improvements owned or being developed by persons, firms, companies, 
partnerships, or corporations who own, develop, or otherwise cause an uncorrected violation of a 
provision of this code or of a condition or qualification of a permit, certificate, application, or other 
authorization previously granted by Lander County. This provision shall apply regardless of whether the 
property for which the permit or other approval is sought if the property is in violation. 

3. Lander County will expediently address any withheld applications with Applicant within three (3) working 
days after receiving an application.  
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Humboldt River Basin 
Cloud Seeding Project 

Overview
Frank McDonough

Desert Research Institute
July 24, 2025
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What is Ground-Based Cloud Seeding
• A proven method to increase precipitation efficiencies in winter clouds.
• Special small dust particles are released from ground based generators into 

clouds full of tiny subfreezing water drops.
• The dust causes some of the subfreezing water drops (which don’t 

precipitate) to freeze if cloud temperatures colder than -5oC (23F). The 
newly formed ice crystals will then quickly collect the adjacent water drops, 
grow in mass, and fall to the ground as additional snow.
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Benefits of cloud seeding to 
north-central Nevada

• Increased snowfall and 
subsequent runoff into the 
Humboldt River, and ground 
water recharge.

• The project starts on November 1 
and continues through April 30.

• The additional snow and runoff 
benefits cities and towns, 
farmers/ranchers, ecosystems, 
fisheries, and outdoor recreation. 
Also reduces fire danger and 
potential smoke with snow lasting 
later into the summer.
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Are there safeguards built into cloud seeding 
projects?

4

Yes! 

Numerous environmental 
impact studies show no 
negative impacts from 
seeding dust.  

Suspension criteria are built 
into NV operational projects:
- Flood watch
- Midseason snowpack > 150% 

and late season snowpack 
> 140%

- Avalanche Warnings

These suspension criteria 
minimize any risks the cloud 
seeding operations could cause. 164



Background: Subfreezing clouds, colder than 
0C (32F)

• Subfreezing clouds can contain liquid water 
drops and/or ice crystals.

• When ice crystals and liquid drops are both 
present in the same clouds the ice crystals 
will grow into precipitating snow at the 
liquid drops expense.

• In unseeded clouds, special relatively rare 
ice forming dust particles (IN), typically from 
the Gobi Desert, are necessary to initiate ice 
crystal formation. These don’t become 
active until cloud temperatures are colder 
than about -15oC (5oF).

• Clouds warmer than  -15oC (5oF) have low IN 
concentrations are less efficient at 
precipitation production, they will also have 
cloud seeding conditions. 165



Cloud Seeding of Winter Clouds
• Introduce special IN into subfreezing cloud layers warmer than -15oC (+5oF) that 

contain subfreezing liquid water drops.

• The dust provides a crystalline structure for embryonic ice crystals form.
• The embryonic Ice crystals will grow and deplete cloud drops, forming snow (rain), 

which will as snow or melt in rain and fall as increased precipitation.

Liquid water drop clouds 
below freezing

Seed -> Introduce ice 
and form snowflakes

Create 
additional 
snowfall 166



How is cloud seeding done

• Silver Iodide (AgI) dust is 
introduced into subfreezing 
clouds with liquid water 
drops.  

• The AgI dust causes ice to 
form at warmer 
temperatures (below 23oF) 
than clouds without AgI.

• The co-existing subfreezing 
liquid water drops will 
freeze to the newly formed 
ice crystals and increase 
snowfall. 

Silver Iodide (AgI) – naturally occurring rock
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Humboldt and Quinn Basin Cloud 
Seeding Project

Santa Rosa Target Area

Ruby Mountains 
Target Area

Santa Rosa Target Area
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DRI Cloud Remote Cloud Seeding 
Generator

Remote controlled high altitude cloud seeder 
- fully contained

150 to 200 hours of seeding –
3,000 to 6,000 acre feet 

Modern 
electronics and 
satellite 
communications
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Ruby Mountains Project

Pearl

6 – ground-based generators 

Southwest through northwest winds
(majority of storms)

Cloud seeding since the 1960
- Most programs show positive results
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Ruby Mountains  
Cottonwood generator
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Santa Rosa Mountains
2 – ground-based 
generators

Southwest and northwest 
winds

First time seeded 2018-
2019

Positive results every 
seeded year.
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Santa Rosa Mountains
Buffalo Creek Generator Install

Seeding 
weather
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Operations Summary Ruby Mountains

Number of generators - 6

Seeded storm periods – 23

Generator hours – 629

First cut estimated increase in 
SWE from seeding program–
11,500 acre-feet

Snowpack remained below the 
suspension criteria through the 
season, the is 150% of normal.
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Operations Summary Santa Rosa 
Mountains

Number of Generators - 2

Seeded Storm Periods – 19

Generator Hours – 152

First Cut Estimated Increase in 
SWE from seeding program –
3,960 acre-feet

Suspended for a period in March
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Validation (Snow: Santa Rosa Target-Control)
• Define appropriate control site, same storms and same elevation 

(Summit Lake vs. Buckskin Lower)
• Assess historical unseeded snow relationship
• Test seeded site SWE to control site relative to the historical relationship
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Validation: Summit Lake SNOTEL (control) vs Buckskin Lower SNOTEL 
(target)
WY12 – WY 24

Summit Lake (control)
Vs.
Buckskin Lower 
(target)

Expected 
Climatological SWE at 
Buckskin  (10.3”)

Observed SWE at 
Buckskin (14.2”) 

Water Year 2024:
3.9”/10.3” (37%) of 
additional SWE in 
seeded Santa Rosa 
over the expected 
10.3” value!

Seeded Year WY22 (+37%)

Blue squares unseeded years
Orange squares seeded years

Seeded Year WY24 (+37%)
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Ruby Validation Plan (Runoff: Target-
Control) Waiting for Runoff data

• Define appropriate target (south fork) and control (north fork) streamflow gauges 
• Assess historical unseeded runoff relationship
• Test seeded gauge runoff to control gauge runoff relative to the historical relationship

Results will be 
ready after July 31, 
2025
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What is Silver Iodide (AgI)

Naturally Occurring
Inorganic Molecule

DOI: 10.1002/chemv.201600017

Ice Nuclei

Molecular Structure very similar 
to ice make it a very efficient ice 
forming nuclei

Remains a solid during and after 
cloud seeding. 
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Background: Silver Iodide vs. Silver 
Ions

Silver Iodide (AgI) is uncharged and 
insoluble in water. 

Does not disassociate into Ag+ and I-
ions.

No additional free Silver Ions added 
to environment. 

Not bioavailable

Silver Ions are charged + and can 
bond with other molecules.

Cloud seeding does not add free silver 
to environment

Ice Nuclei
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Sierra Nevada Studies (1980 to 
present)

• More than 100 Sierra Nevada lakes and rivers have been studied since the 1980’s to 
assess any potential issues regarding cloud seeding (e.g., Stone 1986)

• No detectable silver above the natural background was found in seeded target area 
water bodies, precipitation, and lake sediment samples, nor has any evidence of 
silver accumulation after more than fifty years of continuous seeding operations 
been found (Stone 1995; Stone 2006). 

• Many of these alpine lakes have virtually no buffering capacity, making them 
extremely susceptible to the effects of acidification and sensitive to changes in trace 
metal chemistry. Therefore studies were conducted as part of environmental 
monitoring efforts to determine if cloud seeding was impacting these lakes.  

• No evidence was found that silver from seeding operations was detectable above 
the background level. There was also no evidence of an impact on lake water 
chemistry, which is consistent with the insoluble nature of silver iodide released over 
these watersheds
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Williams and Denholm Study -
Australia

• An analysis of ecotoxicity monitoring data collected over the first 
four years of the Snowy Mountain Project has shown that:

• the monitoring program has sufficient power to detect any 
adverse trend in silver concentration well before a level of 
environmental concern is reached. 

• The monitoring results have all shown mean concentrations of 
total silver to be well below any level of concern, and we consider 
the risk of an adverse ecotoxicological impact resulting from the 
use of silver iodide for this project to be negligibly small.
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Background: Silver in the Santa Rosa 
Mountains

In Nevada's Santa Rosa Mountains, silver mining has been a 
significant historical activity, particularly in the Paradise Valley 
district, located on the range's eastern slopes. Discovered in 
1868, this district saw its peak production between 1879 and 
1891, with silver as the primary commodity. After a period of 
decline, there were brief revivals in 1907-15 and 1931-35. 

The ore deposits in this area are typically quartz veins found 
within shale, calcareous slate, and porphyry, containing 
minerals such as cerargyrite, chalcopyrite, pyrargyrite, 
sphalerite, and pyrite.
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Sampling the chemical make up of 
snow, soil and water in the Santa Rosa 

Analyze snow 
samples in DRI Lab 
using Mass 
Spectrometry

Set up snow 
collection sites 
within cloud seeding 
target area and 
within a nearby 
unseeded  control 
area 

Collect storm 
snowfall in ultra 
clean bags

Keep sample frozen 
and deliver to DRI 
Trace 
Chemistry/Ice Core  
Lab
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Santa Rosa Mountains
Planned snow sample locations for winter 25-26
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Photo Credit: J. Juchtzer
Desert Research Institute 186



Thank You/Questions
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