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LANDER COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MEETING
TOWN BOARD OF BATTLE MOUNTAIN & AUSTIN
BOARD OF COUNTY HIGHWAY COMMISSIONERS

February 8, 2018

LANDER COUNTY COURTHOUSE
COMMISSIONERS' CHAMBER

50 STATE ROUTE 305
BATTLE MOUNTAIN, NEVADA

Also Via Teleconference At

AUSTIN COURTHOUSE
COMMISSION OFFICE

122 MAIN STREET
AUSTIN, NEVADA

9:00 A.M Call to Order
Pledge of Allegiance
A Moment of Silence
Lander County Commissioners may break for lunch from 12:00pm to 1:15pm
Any agenda item may be taken out of order, may be combined for consideration by the public 
body, and items may be pulled or removed from the agenda at any time.
Commissioners Reports on meetings, conferences and seminars attended
Staff Reports on meetings, conferences and seminars attended

Public Comment - For non-agendized items only. Persons are invited to submit comments in 
writing and/or attend and make comments on any non- agenda item at the Board meeting if 
any, and discussion of those comments at the discretion of the Board. All public comment may 
be limited to three (3) minutes per person, again at the discretion of the Board. Reasonable 
restrictions may be placed on public comments based upon time, place and manner, but public 
comment based upon viewpoint may not be restricted.

*CONSENT AGENDA*
All matters listed under the consent agenda are considered routine, and may be acted upon by 
the Board of County Commissioners with one action, without extensive discussion. Any 
member of the Board or any citizen may request that an item be taken from the consent agenda, 
discussed and acted upon separately during this meeting. Consent agenda materials are available 
at the Lander County Clerk's office for viewing and copies are available for a nominal charge.

*(1)  Approval of February 8, 2018 Agenda Notice
*(2)  Approval of January 11, 2018 Meeting Minutes
*(3)  Approval of January 25, 2018 Meeting Minutes
*(4)  Approval of the Payment of Bills
*(5)  Approval of Payroll Change Requests
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*COMMISSIONERS*

*(1) Update from Lander County EMS presented by the new Battle Mountain General 
Hospital CEO, Jason Bleak, and all other matters properly related thereto.

  Public Comment

*(2) Update from MedX AirOne regarding medical air transport services in Lander County, 
and all other matters properly related thereto.

  Public Comment

*(3) Update from the Old Courthouse Committee, and all other matters properly related 
thereto.

  Public Comment

*(4) Discussion for possible action to approve/disapprove the creation of a dog park and 
the signage to be displayed, and all other matters properly related thereto.

  Public Comment

*SAFETY COMMITTEE*

*(5) Discussion for possible action to approve/disapprove access to the Administration 
Building for the Lander County Sheriff's Office, including key access, installation of 
weapons lock boxes located in the inmate transportation hallway, and video 
surveillance access, and all other matters properly related thereto.

  Public Comment

*BOARD APPOINTMENTS*

*(6) Update from the Battle Mountain Livestock Advisory Board, and all other matters 
properly related thereto.

  Public Comment

*PUBLIC WORKS*
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*(7) Discussion for possible action regarding the Battle Mountain Water Transmission 
Main 2018 Project located on 26th Street and Allen Road and to award the project to 
one of the following: 
     a) Canyon Construction- base bid $2,054,291.81, alternate bid $1,162,269.48; 
     b) Hunewill Construction- base bid $1,507,123.00, alternate bid $563,119.00; 
     c) Q&D Construction- base bid $1,900,000.00, alternate bid $645,000.00; 
and all other matters properly related thereto.

  Public Comment

*(8) Discussion for possible action to approve/disapprove a modified contract between 
Lander County and Land Venture Partners, LLC., for the Battle Mountain Airport 
Waterline Project, and all other matters properly related thereto.

  Public Comment

*(9) Update from Public Works regarding the status of projects, and all other matters 
properly related thereto.

  Public Comment

*COMMISSIONERS*

*(10) Update from the Lander County Treasurer, and all other matters properly related 
thereto.

  Public Comment

*(11) Discussion for possible action to approve/disapprove a policy within Lander County 
that requires a Professional Review on all projects, and all other matters properly 
related thereto.

  Public Comment

*(12) Discussion for possible action to approve/disapprove the Easement Agreement 
between Pershing County Water Conservation District and Lander County, and all 
other matters properly related thereto.

  Public Comment
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*(13) Discussion for possible action to approve the 2017 Lander County Policy Plan for 
Federally Administered Lands (The Lander County Public Lands Plan), and all other 
matters properly related thereto.

  Public Comment

*(14) Discussion for possible action regarding a letter from Lander County in support of the 
release of Wilderness Study Areas (WSA's) in Lander County, and all other matters 
properly related thereto.

  Public Comment

*(15) Discussion for possible action regarding the proposal of an ordinance amending 
Chapters 5.04, 5.06 and 5.24 of the Lander County Code to obtain business licenses 
from the Building and Planning Department instead of the Lander County Assessor’s 
office, and all other matters properly related thereto.

  Public Comment

*FINANCE*

*(16) Update on budget review, contracts, financial update, and all other matters properly 
related thereto.

  Public Comment

*CORRESPONDENCE

*(17) Correspondence/reports/potential upcoming agenda items.

  Public Comment
Public Comment - For non-agendized items only. Persons are invited to submit comments in 
writing and/or attend and make comments on any non- agenda item at the Board meeting if any, and 
discussion of those comments at the discretion of the Board. All public comment may be limited to three 
(3) minutes per person, again at the discretion of the Board. Reasonable restrictions may be placed on 
public comments based upon time, place and manner, but public comment based upon viewpoint may 
not be restricted.

ADJOURN

*Denotes "for possible action". Each such item may be discussed and action taken thereon with information provided at the meeting. 
Action may be taken according to the "Nevada Open Meeting Law Manual" via a telephone conference call in which a quorum of the 
Board members is simultaneously linked to one another telephonically.

NOTE: TIMES ARE APPROXIMATE

4



LANDER COUNTY COMMISSION AGENDA February 8, 2018

Page 5 of 5

"Lander County is an Equal Opportunity Provider"

This is the tentative schedule for the meeting. The Board reserves the right to take items out of order to accomplish business in the most 
efficient manner. The Board may combine two or more agenda items for consideration. The Board may remove an item from the agenda or 
delay discussion relating to an item on the agenda at any time. 

Notice to persons with disabilities: Members of the public who are disabled and require special assistance or accommodations at the 
meeting are requested to notify the County Executive Director in writing at the Courthouse, 50 State Route 305, Battle Mountain, 
Nevada 89820, or call (775) 635-2885 at least one day in advance of the meeting.

NOTICE: Any member of the public that would like to request any supporting material from the meeting, please contact the clerk’s 
office, 50 State Route 305, Battle Mountain, Nevada 89820 (775) 635-5738.

AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING
State of Nevada )
                              ) ss
County of Lander )

Keith Westengard, Lander County Executive Director of said Lander County, Nevada, being duly sworn. says, that on the 2nd day 
of February, 2018, he posted a notice, of which the attached is a copy, at the following places: I) Battle Mountain Civic Center, 2) 
Battle Mountain Post Office, 3) Lander County Courthouse, 4) Swackhamer's Plaza Bulletin Board, 5) Kingston Community Hall 
Bulletin Board, and 6) Austin Courthouse in said Lander County, where proceedings are pending.

Keith Westengard, Lander County Executive 
Director

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 2nd day of February, 2018.

Witness

Name of Agenda: Battle Mountain Board of Commissioners

Date of Meeting: February 8, 2018
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LANDER COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MEETING
2/8/2018

Agenda Item Number __1__

THE REQUESTED ACTION OF THE LANDER COUNTY COMMISSION IS:
Update from Lander County EMS presented by the new Battle Mountain General Hospital CEO, 
Jason Bleak, and all other matters properly related thereto.

Public Comment:

Background:

Recommended Action: This is a non-action item.
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LANDER COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MEETING
2/8/2018

Agenda Item Number __2__

THE REQUESTED ACTION OF THE LANDER COUNTY COMMISSION IS:
Update from MedX AirOne regarding medical air transport services in Lander County, and all 
other matters properly related thereto.

Public Comment:

Background: Attached

Recommended Action: This is a non-action item
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About AirOneAbout AirOne
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» Current NV Counties – Elko, Humboldt, Lander, Eureka, Pershing

» Model is non-profit focused

» Created with a focus on patient and community

» Shaped with attention to high quality staff

» Believes everyone deserves access to the highest quality care

» People FIRST 

» Every hour of the day represents an opportunity to make a 
difference in our community

» Providing this service is a privilege
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» We Do Scene Calls!
˃ There are rumors that we do not respond to scene calls away from the 

hospital, this is not true! With our three helicopters and NEW airplane 
in the fleet, we fly to scenes and provide "pad to pad" service savings 
hours of transport time, and you money for ground transport

» No Insurance? You will never receive a Bill from 
us.
˃ Other medical transport companies in WILL bill you if you have no 

insurance (could cost up to $70,000 or more!) or after the insurance 
has paid a portion. WE WILL NEVER. With other memberships, if your 
insurance company deems your transport was not medically 
necessary…guess what…even though you bought a membership you 
will still get a bill
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AirOne is DifferentAirOne is Different
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» Involved in the community, we give back locally

» Do not provide a membership program that drives 
millions of dollars of profit to a venture capital firm

» Our membership is patient centered, non-profit 
centered

» You will never receive a bill from us for a flight, 
Ever

» Donations stay in Northern Nevada and our focus is 
Nevada, not every state around the Country
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Our TeamOur Team
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» Medical
˃ Medical Staff experience in air medical minimum 5 years
˃ All Certified Flight Paramedic or Flight Nurse
˃ All Balloon Pump Certified, no other service in Elko is capable of flying 

a balloon pump patient from NNRH without taking an NNRH nurse 
with them

˃ MedX invested $75K for new balloon pump for these transports
˃ Provide community education

» Aviation 
˃ Pilots minimum experience in Air Medical Operations is 6 years
˃ Pilots minimum flight hours are 4000
˃ Pilots are part of the team, not just pilots
˃ MedX AirOne is the only air medical service using White Phosphorus 

Night Vision Goggles…all other operators are still using older versions 
of goggles

˃ All MedX Aircraft meet/exceed FAA requirements for air medical
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» Who makes up the Elko Team
˃ MedX AirOne and Humboldt General Hospital flight nurses
˃ MedX AirOne and Humboldt General Hospital flight paramedics
˃ Pilots both helicopter and airplane
˃ Maintenance support
˃ Communications/One Call center
˃ Administration

» Certifications
˃ Pilots all have IFR certifications
˃ Night Vision certifications all staff
˃ Certified Flight Paramedics
˃ Certified Flight Nurses
˃ Medical staff balloon pump certified
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Our FleetOur Fleet
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» Aircraft Available
˃ Elko AirOne
˃ HGH AirOne
˃ Dedicated spare helicopter for Northern Nevada
˃ Fixed Wing in Elko 

» Maintenance Standards 
˃ We follow all FAA requirements for maintenance on all our aircraft
˃ Regularly scheduled maintenance to ensure safety

» Availability of HGH aircraft
˃ Should Elko AirOne be on a flight HGH AirOne is 35 minutes away 

and can service both scene and Inter-hospital transfers from Elko
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SafetySafety
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» Air Medical Crew Resource Management required 
annually for all staff

» Aircraft safety training required annually

» Policy of 3 to go 1 to say no…which means if any crew 
member is not comfortable with completing the flight for 
any reason the flight is canceled or the crew member 
expressed issues are dealt with ASAP. No pressure flying. 
Pilots never receive patient information so go no-go 
decisions are not based on emotional information

» Safety Record
˃ MedX AirOne has had no incidents/accidents
˃ We share information with others if a flight is turned down (i.e. other services)
˃ Accreditation and stickers don’t make you safe…a company culture does!

Our model of placing the patient first
Do the right thing - today and everyday
Safety is first and foremost in all we do

48



Who Is CoveredWho Is Covered
49



» All Permanent Residents Of:
˃ Lander County

» If AirOne Wasn’t Around
˃ Air Medical costs have gotten out of control this is why we have 

developed our model
˃ Pushing commercial insurances to pay $70-$100K for a transport is 

astronomical and a sad day for our industry
˃ Membership programs are now the largest profit center for air 

programs, second only to transports
˃ Remember: READ THE SMALL PRINT on your membership program 
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FAQ’sFAQ’s
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» Who is in the Air Transport market
˃ REACH/AMF all owned by one company Air Medical Group Holdings 

(AMGH) which is owned by KKR Investments a large global investment 
firm.

˃ AMGH and KKR also own AMR the largest ground EMS provider in the 
US

» Why is There Confusion
˃ This is the difference between AirOne and others

+ Our membership does not generate over $125M in annual revenue
+ Memberships are used for competition reasons  and are not patient 

centered

» What If I need to be picked up from an accident? 
˃ There are rumors we do not pick up from the scene of accidents, this is 

not true. Again, Just say “Transport me by Elko AirOne” and we will 
come get you. There is NO extra charge for this!

» What if I am not in Lander County and was picked 
up from a different company? 
˃ Your are at the mercy of that air service and costs associated which can  

be 70k+/-
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» If a helicopter is down, and they call in another 
provider who I do not have a membership with, then 
what? 
˃ Each company must meet standards set forth by the Federal Government. We 

can’t speak for other services. This is why is it so important you support a model 
like MedX AirOne is presenting so you don’t have to worry about another service

» What is the coverage area for AirOne? 
˃ AirOne is a system. We have a helicopter based in Winnemucca and now an 

airplane based at the Elko Airport and additional backups. We can fly you to 
SLC/RENO/BOISE/TWIN FALLS/ and with the airplane we can go anywhere in the 
USA

» Doesn’t AirOne just Hospital to Hospital so we need 
another provider to come get us first? 
˃ NO! We are the full package. If you have an accident, we will fly right from the 

hospital to the scene and bring you to the most appropriate place to take care of 
you. 

˃ Our helicopter goes pad to pad. Other services choose to use an airplane 100% of 
the time because it cost less…so then you go airport to airport which means 
additional ground transport, more time from a hospital to the airport then 
transported by ground to the hospital
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» Helicopters make me nervous, can I take something 
else? 
˃ Yes, you can always go on the airplane…but helicopters are very safe

» Can your business donate to help this cause? 
˃ Our membership is funded by donations to our non-profit EMS Consortium, so 

yes, any business or person can donate to help keep this program going

» If  a flight is not medically necessary, will I get a bill 
from AirOne?
˃ No, you will never pay additional like other companies charge

» If my insurance does not pay, will you charge me? 
˃ Other providers charge the balance of what was not paid to them and in turn, 

charge you, WE WILL NEVER bill you for the balance

» Is this really Free to me? 
˃ Yes! Thanks to the generous donations of the community it is free BUT we need 

YOU to spread the word and use the service so it continues to remain free
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  AirOne Other Transport Services
Respond To Scene Calls                       

Provide Pad-to-Pad Flight 
service NO
$1 for Lander County 
Residents NO
Preferred Flight Service 
for HGH NO

In-Network With Local 
Insurnce Carriers Light 
BCBS and Cigna

NO

Never Bill you if you do 
not have insurance NO
Never Bill you for the 
balance of the bill after 
the insurance has paid

NO
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LANDER COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MEETING
2/8/2018

Agenda Item Number __3__

THE REQUESTED ACTION OF THE LANDER COUNTY COMMISSION IS:
Update from the Old Courthouse Committee, and all other matters properly related thereto.

Public Comment:

Background: Attached

Recommended Action: This is a non-action item.
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Historic and Condition Assessment Report 
of the 

Old Battle Mountain Grammar School and Courthouse Building
Prepared for 

Historic Grammar School/Courthouse Committee, Lander County, Nevada
January 2016

Melvyn Green & Associates, Inc
Structural Engineers - Historic 
Preservation
3868 Carson Street, Suite 300
Torrance, CA 90503
310/792-9252

TSK Architects
224 South Arlington Ave, Suite B
Reno, NV 89501
775/857-2949

MSA Engineering Consultants
4599 Longley Lane
Reno, NV 89502
775/828-4889

Project Team
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Executive Summary

The BaƩ le Mountain Grammar School/Courthouse building, constructed in 1916, refl ects 
the community’s energy and goals. It is an important building for the community and has 
the potenƟ al to serve a variety of community purposes.

Its general condiƟ on of the building is very good. Few cracks or seƩ lement were noted. 

When it was converted from a school to the Courthouse, a number of parƟ Ɵ ons were 
added to divide the classroom spaces into smaller offi  ces. Removing these wood par-
Ɵ Ɵ ons will easily bring the building back to the larger rooms that the school had. The 
room could then be used for a variety of uses including:

•  Classes for art and similar group acƟ viƟ es

•  Great Basin College classes

•  Museum and display

•  MeeƟ ng rooms for non-profi t organizaƟ ons.

Structurally the building will require a seismic upgrade which will include new anchoring 
of the walls to the roof, improving and bracing the brick parapet, some possible infi ll of 
windows and new shearwalls at the stairways. The extent and details of the upgrade will 
depend on a detailed seismic analysis and funcƟ on requirements. 

The beam in the meeƟ ng room sagged at some Ɵ me in history and columns were added 
to reduce the span. It is recommended that these remain and there be no aƩ empt to 
rebuild the beam. 

The mechanical systems will need replacement as they are beyond their expected life 
and are not as energy effi  cient as today’s equipment. Some improvements may be re-
quired to the toilet rooms but they generally comply with the accessibility requirements.  
A backfl ow protector is required for the water system. The extent of required electrical 
work will depend on the programs selected for the building. 

The recommended general approach is to open up the classrooms and meeƟ ng room to 
provide the large areas for use and display. 

Three opƟ ons were studied for potenƟ al rehabilitaƟ on and reuse. These are:

Restore the exterior of the building. The concept would be to let the community know of 
the building to encourage compleƟ ng the project.

The second opƟ on is to rehabilitate the interior to permit use by the community which 
should encourage compleƟ ng the exterior restoraƟ on.

A third opƟ on is a combinaƟ on of the main advantages of the other two approaches, 
designed to give the best of both, while keeping the costs to a minimum.  Our suggested 
approach is to restore the building’s entry by removing the aluminum storefront door 
and replacing it with an entry that refl ects the historic design. As part of this the interior 
rehabilitaƟ on work would also be done. This opƟ on provides for improving the visual 
interest in the building and permiƫ  ng it to funcƟ on and serve the community. 
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I. PROJECT SCOPE AND INTENT

The intent of this study is to review the BaƩ le Mountain Grammar School/Courthouse Build-
ing’s potenƟ al for adapƟ ve reuse. Further to determine the need for seismic rehabilitaƟ on 
for seismic events that may occur in the region. The goal is to determine whether seismic 
retrofi t or other work is needed for reuse. 

The BaƩ le Mountain Grammar School was constructed during a period of mining discovery 
and expansion in the area and illustrates the pride and energy of the region. The building, 
constructed in 1916, is a one story plus basement structure of unreinforced concrete bear-
ing wall construcƟ on. The building is 84 feet 9 inches from east to west and 58 feet 3 inches 
from north to south. The building height above grade is 27 feet 3 inches. The fi nish fl oor 
of the basement is concrete 2 feet 6 inches below grade. The fi rst fl oor and roof are wood 
framed with wood sheathing. A more detailed descripƟ on is provided later in this report.

There are other buildings on the parcel along with this structure. AƩ ached to this building 
via a walkway is a day care center operated by another County Department.  

Photo 1 - Front Elevation of the Battle Mountain Grammar School (Courthouse)
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II. EVALUATION CRITERIA AND METHODOLOGY 

The general approach to the work includes the following:

Site and Building InspecƟ on – All accessible areas of the building were inspected including 
the aƫ  c and basement. No destrucƟ ve removals of materials were undertaken. 

Architectural/Historic Review – All rooms were observed and the features, fi nishes and trim 
evaluated for their historic nature or alteraƟ ons.

Structural Analysis – The building was evaluated for its seismic resistance and the fl oor load 
capacity. Structural calculaƟ ons required by the evaluaƟ on method were conducted. 

Mechanical, Electrical, and Plumbing (MEP) InspecƟ on. See Appendix for details.

All accessible areas of the building as well as the roof mounted equipment were inspected to 
determine their condiƟ on, maintenance, age, and energy effi  ciency raƟ ngs. 

Electrical systems were inspected for their capacity and condiƟ on.

Seismic evaluaƟ on is based on the methods developed by the Applied Technology Council, 
funded by FEMA. It has been developed into a naƟ onal consensus standard by the American 
Society of Civil Engineers.  The methodology, ASCE 31-03, was recently updated as ASCE 41-
13. ASCE 41 is adopted by reference in the InternaƟ onal ExisƟ ng Building Code. 

Using this standard the building was evaluated using the Tier 1 method and based on the Life 
Safety criteria. There is a Tier 2 evaluaƟ on level to takes a more in-depth analysis of selected 
possible defi ciencies. However in this type of construcƟ on none of the idenƟ fi ed defi ciencies 
would be eliminated by addiƟ onal structural analysis and calculaƟ ons. 

Photo 2. West elevation. Shed structure covers the second exit from the large basement meeting 
room. 
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III. BRIEF HISTORY OF ARCHITECT AND BUILDING 

Architect 

Frederic Joseph DeLongchamps, the architect for the Lander County Courthouse, was a 
naƟ ve Nevadan. He graduated from the University of Nevada in 1904, was employed for 
several years in California, and returned to Nevada in 1907.  His architectural fi rm, founded 
in 1909, designed both private and public buildings. His designs for the Nevada buildings for 
the Panama Pacifi c InternaƟ onal ExposiƟ on were awarded a silver medal.

During a career and pracƟ ce that spanned nearly 60 years, his work include neoclassical, art 
deco, internaƟ onal, and also gothic, Tudor, Mediterranean, and English revival styles.

Building History

Designed by DeLongchamps and constructed in 1916, the BaƩ le Mountain Grammar School 
building is classifi ed as a Classical Revival architectural style. Photo 1 is the front elevaƟ on 
showing its classical lines.

In 1979, BaƩ le Mountain, by popular vote of the County, secured the seat of the County gov-
ernment, transferring from AusƟ n, Nevada to BaƩ le Mountain. The former grammar school 
was selected as the locaƟ on for these offi  ces as the building had appropriate size, access, 
and presence of a government building with its classical design. The building was renovated 
in to serve as the County Courthouse and occupied in 1979. FuncƟ ons include Courts, ad-
ministraƟ ve funcƟ ons, law library and County Commissioner Chambers and meeƟ ng room. 

Photo 3. North  elevation. This also shows the walkway to the adjacent structure. Most of the electri-
cal and some HVAC equipment may be seen on west elevation of the building.
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IV. BUILDING DESCRIPTION 

Architectural DescripƟ on

The BaƩ le Mountain Grammar School was designed in 1916. The building is two stories in 
height, with the lower fl oor partly below grade. The building is 84 feet 9 inches from east to 
west and 58 feet 3 inches from north to south. The building height is 27 feet 3 inches above 
grade and the fi nish fl oor of the basement is 2 feet 6 inches below grade.

ElevaƟ ons were designed with symmetry around a centerline. Most details were also dupli-
cated on parallel elevaƟ ons, with the excepƟ on of the main entry at the center of the front 
(south) elevaƟ on.

Described as Classical Revival, the building originally shared elements of that tradiƟ on with 
Renaissance design elements. 

The upper, fi rst fl oor was originally treated as a Renaissance piano nobile. In keeping with 
that design treatment, the surface of the lower fl oor elevaƟ on was rusƟ cated, with a cement 
plaster treatment imitaƟ ng large cut stone blocks. Also typical of the Renaissance aestheƟ c 
was the use of smaller masonry units, brick in this case, above a water course that visually 
separated the main fl oor from its base. Original exterior fi nishes have been covered with an 
exterior insulaƟ on fi nish system (EIFS) that obliterates the original design. The present sur-
face is smooth, with the designed masonry unit appearance completely hidden.

As was common with many buildings of this type, classical ornamentaƟ on was largely con-
fi ned to the front elevaƟ on. The building’s most prominent ornamental feature is the front 
entry, which provides access to the main fl oor via a grand stairway that ascends about half 
the verƟ cal distance to the building’s main fl oor. (An interior stairway completes the ascent.)

A Tuscan classical porƟ co at the entry has four columns and a simple entablature and pedi-
ment. Classical grillework covers a fi xed light above double, single light glazed wood doors.  
Matching grillework covers sidelights that fl ank the doors. All these details remain, with the 
excepƟ on of the doors, which have been replaced with aluminum storefront doors and fi xed 
lights. Photo 4.

Each elevaƟ on is marked by strict symmetry around its centerline, and by symmetry of 
window centerlines between the upper fl oor and the lower. An interesƟ ng feature is that 

Photo 4. Aluminum storefront door. Not original. The recommendation is to remove this assembly 
and replace it with an entry that matches the original design.
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parallel elevaƟ ons, in the original design, were as idenƟ cal as possible. The main excepƟ on 
to this, of course, is the classical entry, which is not repeated on the rear elevaƟ on. Instead, 
the central windows on the north elevaƟ on are in a symmetrical group that provides lighƟ ng 
for the stair to the lower fl oor. Much of this symmetry has been lost over the years through 
addiƟ ons and alteraƟ ons to the side and rear elevaƟ ons of the lower fl oor. Photos 2 and 3 
show the several elevaƟ ons.

Windows of the north and south elevaƟ ons are spaced in regular bays, fi ve to either side of 
the grand entrance. Lower fl oor windows, though narrower and shorter than those of the 
upper fl oor, share their spacing and centerlines.  The window sash at both levels was orig-
inally 1/1 wood double hung. Those windows have almost all been replaced with modern 
metal windows.

East and west (side) elevaƟ ons originally each had six windows on the lower fl oor, two on 
the upper. Most of the lower fl oor windows have been covered or converted to doors as part 
of subsequent alteraƟ ons.

Structural DescripƟ on

FoundaƟ on – The building foundaƟ ons are concrete. The fooƟ ngs are 2 feet 6 inches below 
grade at the north side and 3 feet 1 inch below the original grade and 48 inches below the 
fi nish grade on the south side. The foundaƟ ons are 1 foot 10 ½ inches wide at the boƩ om 
and 12 inches thick. The stem wall above the fooƟ ng is 16 inches thick.

Basement – The fl oor of the basement in most areas is a 4 inch thick slab on grade. In the 
occupied rooms there is a maple fi nish fl oor placed on 1 3/8 by 2 ¾ inch wood sleepers on 
the concrete slab. In rooms 5, 6, and the fuel room the slab is 4 inches thick with a 1 inch 
topping. 

The toilet rooms are 2 feet 6 inches above the elevaƟ on of the basement fl oor. They are at 
the elevaƟ on of the north entry lobby hall at Stairway 2.  In the toilet rooms the slab is 6 
inches thick with Ɵ le over. 

First Floor Framing – 

The fi rst fl oor framing consists of 2 inch by 14 inch joists spaced at 16 inches on center be-
tween Gridlines A to B and C to D. The fl oor joists from Gridline B to C are 2 inch by 10 inch 
spaced at 16 inches on center. Floor sheathing consists of 1 inch by 8 inch diagonal boards 
with a fi nish fl oor of maple boards. The fl oor joists at Stairway 1 landing (Gridline C.3 to C.6) 
are 2 inch by 10 inch spaced at 16 inches on center.

The fl oor joists in the Assembly Room, 01, are supported by a 6 inch by 16 inch wood beams 
along Gridlines B and C. They span from Gridline 4 to approximately Gridline 3. These beams 
are supported at each end by a reinforced concrete column constructed into the concrete 
walls. These beams are also supported at the one-quarter points of the span by steel rods 
suspended from trusses in the aƫ  c (described later). The steel rods extend from the boƩ om 
chord of the truss to the beam below. See the later descripƟ on of the truss and changes.

The fl oor joists are anchored to the concrete walls with steel straps. The spacing of these 
straps could not be determined from the construcƟ on drawings.

Roof Framing – 

The roof framing consists of 2 inch by 12 inch raŌ ers spaced at 16 inches on center. The roof 
sheathing is 1 inch by 8 inch straight board sheathing. 

The ceiling joists are 2 inch by 4 inch boards spaced 16 inches on center. These are support-
ed by cripple studs from the walls on Gridlines B and C. They are supported by the exterior 

66



Lander County Courthouse Page 7 

walls on Gridline A and D. The joists are also hung from the roof raŌ ers at their quarter 
points, and mid-points of their span between walls. 

As noted earlier there are two trusses in the aƫ  c space that span along Gridlines B and C 
between Gridline 3.3 and 4. These trusses are about 8 feet 6 inches out to out in depth. They 
consist of four bays. Members consist of an 8 inch by 10 inch top chord and boƩ om chord of 
two 3 inch by 8 inch boards. (This was not visible as part of the truss is buried in the wall.) 
Diagonals are 4 inch by 10 inch members in the fi rst two bays and 4 inch by 6 inch in the 
bays near the center. VerƟ cal (tension) members are steel rods, 1 5/8 inch diameter at the 
center and 1 ¾ inch diameter at the outer two bays.

About one-half of the truss depth is in the fi rst fl oor walls along Gridlines B and C. As a result 
the enƟ re truss cannot be seen without removals.

There appears to have been a design change, possibly during construcƟ on. An architect’s 
revised drawing 6 changed these trusses by reducing the size of the diagonal truss members 
and the details of the steel hangers between fl oors. It changed the steel rod hanger that 
was originally planned to hang from the top chord through the lower chord and support the 
beam at the fi rst fl oor. The original steel rod size was 2 ½ inches in diameter. The revised rod 
is 1 ¾ inch diameter at the quarter points of the truss and 1 5/8 inch diameter at the center 
of the truss. (It appears that the revised truss would be less expensive and easier to fabri-
cate.)

Off set from the truss tension rods are steel rod hangers that support the 6 inch by 16 inch 
fi rst fl oor beam over the Assembly Room, 01. This beam may have failed or had excessive 
defl ecƟ on as wood posts were added at the middle of the span to provide support. 

Exterior Walls

Basement Level

The basement walls are 16 inch thick concrete up to the window head which is approximate-
ly at the height of the underside of the fi rst fl oor framing. The window head is a reinforced 
concrete beam with 3/8 inch twisted reinforcing steel. The numbers of bars vary by the span 
of the window. 

First Floor Walls

From the fi rst fl oor up the walls are 8 inch thick concrete probably extending to the head of 
the fi rst fl oor windows. A 2 inch by 6 inch wood plate is on top of the concrete. It is aƩ ached 
to the concrete with ½ inch diameter bolts spaced 3 feet on center.  On the exterior side of 
the concrete wall there is a 4 inch brick veneer. Between the concrete and the brick there 
is a 3 inch air space. Over the windows the brick veneer is supported by a L3 ½ x 3 ½ x 3/16 
shelf angle. This is supported on the brick veneer. 

Above the window head are 2 inch by 4 inch cripple studs that extend to the roof. These are 
placed on top of the concrete. There is a three inch gap between the studs and the brick 
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veneer. The cripple studs bear on a 2 inch by 6 inch plate on the concrete wall. The plate has 
½ inch diameter anchor bolts into the concrete at 3 feet on center. 

Other concrete walls frame the entry stairs at Gridlines 2.7 and 3.3. These serve as retaining 
walls for the elevaƟ on diff erence between the basement fl oor elevaƟ on and the north door 
lobby fl oor. Similar walls are around the fl oor of the toilet rooms.

Most interior walls are of convenƟ onal stud construcƟ on with 2 inch by 4 inch studs at 16 
inches on center and wood lath and plaster fi nish. The walls of the fi rst fl oor along Gridlines 
B and C where the steel hanger rods occur are 2 inch by 6 inch studs at 16 inches on center. 

Parapets

Typically parapets are the construcƟ on above the roof line. However is this case the parapet 
begins at the top of the concrete wall at the top of the windows. Photo 5 shows the brick 
veneer and studs.  The parapets consist of the 4 inch brick veneer, the 3 inch air space and 
the 2 inch by 4 inch cripple studs for a width of 11 inches. There is a wood brace back to the 
parapet between the ceiling and the roof line. The parapets are braced at the roof line. 

At the front wall is a taller gable. There are wood framed crickets above the roof to direct 
drainage. 

MEP Findings - The Appendix contains the detailed MEP report

The study determined that most of the mechanical equipment is at or nearing its life expec-
tancy.

Further there are several inadequacies such as no fresh air in the system for the basement 
and

The aƫ  c ductwork is leaking and not insulated.

Roof drainage needs to be improved. 

Bathroom fans need replacement.

The electrical lighƟ ng system should be upgraded to more effi  cient units.
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V. COMMUNITY SENTIMENT AND IDEAS 

The community has idenƟ fi ed a number of potenƟ al uses for the structure. Many of these 
were reiterated and discussed at the community input meeƟ ng held during the site visit. 

Community Uses

•  Art Exhibits and Arts EducaƟ on 

•  CraŌ er/Art consignment shop with space for classes 

•  Performance & Fine Arts Center (similar to Oats Park in Fallon) 

•  Great Basin College extension classrooms and/or Adult EducaƟ on 
classrooms 

•  Offi  ce space for nonprofi t organizaƟ ons (several organizaƟ ons are need-
ing offi  ce space) 

•  Library and Research/Archive center with focus on local history 

•  Gathering Rooms for meeƟ ngs, weddings, anniversary, reunions, with 
ability to heat/serve meals 

•  Possible use of one room to set-up a historic classroom 

•  Nonprofi t group meeƟ ng space such as scouts

There are other buildings on the same block as the Grammar School/Courthouse that could 
be integrated into any reuse design. . 

The building aƩ ached via walkway that is to be a day care center. There is a modular building 
on the corner, next to the day care center, that was used by the Juvenile Department. That 
building is going to be removed. The brick building, diagonal from the courthouse, was used 
for a day care, but recently a nonprofi t organizaƟ on is using the building. 
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VI. SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 

General

The building is in generally good condiƟ on with no evidence of seƩ lement or other distress. 
It has been altered over Ɵ me to meet needs as a courthouse including accessible toilet 
rooms and a liŌ  for accessibility. Energy improvements have been made to the heaƟ ng and 
electrical systems. 

The EFIS covering (someƟ me called syntheƟ c stucco – but it is not really stucco) covers the 
enƟ re exterior of the building. 

The seismic potenƟ al of Northern Nevada is considered high and seismic retrofi t is required. 

Energy conservaƟ on, generally to reduce operaƟ ng costs requires review and updated equip-
ment as the exisƟ ng systems wear. 

Architectural

FuncƟ onal and operaƟ onal changes have occurred to convert the building to a Courthouse. 
These changes are generally reversible as they consist of wood studs with wall board or pan-
eling. It is fairly easy to return the building to historic confi guraƟ on. 

Many of the original interior doors, wood trim, wall and ceiling fi nishes remain. Where 
elements are missing, it is possible to restore them, using remaining elements as examples.  
Some intrusive elements have been added. Examples would be interior plywood paneling 
and the aluminum storefront entry and sidelights on the front elevaƟ on. The Appendix con-

Photo 6. Lobby on first floor. Historic fabric shown includes the doors and frames, baseboard, 
wainscot, and picture rail. The paneling appears to be later. 
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tains a detailed, room by room, descripƟ on with fi nish materials described. Photos 6 and 7 
show examples of the exisƟ ng historic fabric and alteraƟ ons with paneling. 

Even signifi cant changes, like the window changes from the original double hung windows, 
are not signifi cantly invasive. 

Seismic EvaluaƟ on

The seismic evaluaƟ on of the building found that the walls are somewhat unusual in their 
construcƟ on. At the top of the windows, the concrete wall ends and there is brick veneer, 
braced by wood studs, extending to the roof line. This will require some work in the aƫ  c.

The aƩ ached Check Lists show the fi ndings of features that comply with the evaluaƟ on stan-
dard and those that do not. The fi ndings are as follows:

Parapet Bracing – Parapets beyond a certain height to thickness raƟ o may topple in an earth-
quake. Typically these fall outward, oŌ en on the public way. In this building the parapets are 
brick veneer and occur at the top of the windows. These will require bracing in the aƫ  c plus 
other construcƟ on to transfer shear forces into the concrete walls. 

Wall Anchorage – Concrete and masonry walls are typically inadequately connected to the 
fl oor and roof diaphragms. (The diaphragm is a sƟ ff  element that can brace the wall.) Early 
masons provided anchors from the wall to the joists and raŌ ers with nails into the joist at 
about 4 feet on center. The aƩ achment is signifi cantly less than the anƟ cipated forces and 
requires strengthening. This is accomplished by placing a bolt in the wall which is adhered 
with epoxy. The bolt is connected to a steel angle that is anchored to the roof. 

Wall Stability – Wall stability is measured by the wall’s height to thickness (h/t raƟ o). This 
is measured between the fl oors or fl oor to roof. (This assumes that the wall anchors are in 
place,) The fi ndings were that the fi rst fl oor walls have suffi  cient stability but the second 
fl oor walls will require addiƟ onal bracing to the roof diaphragm.

In-plane Shear – Forces in the plane of the wall will cause the wall to crack and be damaged 
if they do not have suffi  cient strength. Thus solid walls are stronger than walls with windows 
and doors. The walls needs to be analyzed to determine whether it complies or not. Each ex-

Photo 7. Interior walls, and wall finishes, constructed for the Courthouse use are removable and 
the plaster and flooring patched.  
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terior wall will have diff erent results. In some cases windows may be fi lled in to add strength. 
In this building, with many windows covered, this might be considered.

Mechanical, Electrical, and Plumbing (MEP) Findings

Mechanical equipment wears out and much of the equipment appears to be at about its life 
expectancy. In addiƟ on to the age of the equipment other defi ciencies were noted. 

The duct work in the aƫ  c is loose and not insulated resulƟ ng in energy loss. 

There is no fresh air in the HVAC system for the basement level. An addiƟ onal HVAC unit will 
be required.

Electrical equipment lasts longer since it does not have the moving parts. But electrical 
demands oŌ en impact on the system. In this building the basic electrical equipment has 
adequate capacity for most of the anƟ cipated uses. LighƟ ng should be upgraded to more ef-
fi cient units. When uses are selected the electrical system should be evaluated for adequacy.

Plumbing fi xtures typically may be changed for accessibility improvements as well as water 
effi  ciency. The exisƟ ng fi xtures are in good condiƟ on. There is no backfl ow protecƟ on. It is 
not known whether the building is on a sewer or sepƟ c system. The exisƟ ng exhaust fans in 
the basement should be replaced. 

A detailed discussion of each element of the MEP systems is presented in the complete 
report in the Appendix. 

Photo 8. Interior of first floor lobby. Radiators are an important element of the historic fabric, 
even though they are not functional. The aluminum door to the left should be replaced with a 
wood door matching the others in the building. 
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VII. RECOMMENDATIONS

PreservaƟ on Approach

The BaƩ le Mountain Grammar School was constructed during a period of mining discovery 
and expansion in the area and illustrates the pride and energy of the region. Designed by a 
prominent architect, the building was one of the fi rst and most prominent public buildings in 
Lander County and an important addiƟ on to its public architecture.

The building is large, and its simple classical façade makes a statement of permanence and 
signifi cance. Though simple, its exterior and interior detailing were of high quality, durable 
materials.

In a town and state that were sƟ ll expanding and developing, this arƟ sƟ c statement rep-
resents a commitment to the future and a convicƟ on of stability and permanence. 

For this reason, the building’s simple solidity and spare integrity can be regarded as an im-
portant contributor to its historic signifi cance. Thus, while ornamental details are considered 
primary historic fabric because of their visual importance, original simple fabric has second-
ary signifi cance. We do not regard any original materials in this building as insignifi cant.

For best representaƟ on of the building, ad hoc or makeshiŌ  addiƟ ons such as plywood 
paneling parƟ Ɵ ons and aluminum storefront should be designated as intrusive and slated for 
removal as soon as that is pracƟ cal. 

RestoraƟ on OpƟ ons

OpƟ ons for rehabilitaƟ on were discussed at the community meeƟ ng. Discussions resolved 
around whether the iniƟ al work should restore the exterior or restore the interior. 

Restoring the exterior would dramaƟ cally add to the community and would act as an encour-
agement to conƟ nue with the interior restoraƟ on. 

Interior restoraƟ on would provide a usable building for the community. It would permit 
bringing visitors and others to use and visit the building and encourage compleƟ on of the 
exterior restoraƟ on work. 

A third opƟ on that we are suggesƟ ng would be to restore the main entrance to its historic 
appearance. This would include replicaƟ ng the doors and entry and removal of the alumi-
num storefront. Then interior restoraƟ on might proceed in phases or as a single project. 

The general approach is to restore the building to the larger historic spaces, classrooms and 
the meeƟ ng room, that will permit the uses noted earlier in the report. 

Structural OpƟ ons

Based on the analysis and fi ndings the building should be retrofi Ʃ ed. The work includes:

Parapet and Wall Bracing – Brace the top of the concrete wall to the roof. This work would 
be in the aƫ  c. In addiƟ on posiƟ vely aƩ ach the roof to the stud and veneer in the aƫ  c space. 

Wall Anchors – All walls need to be anchored for out-of-plane and shear loads at the fi rst 
fl oor level. 

In-plane Shear - In-plane shear improvements are may be required. The extent of the shear-
wall work will be determined in design. 

Diaphragm or Bond Beam – The wall bracing will have to be improved with the addiƟ on of 
a bond beam or by making the roof into a diaphragm. This will involve adding a layer of ply-
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wood over the exisƟ ng roof and making changes to the walls between the main fl oor ceiling 
and the roof.

Shearwalls – New shearwalls need to be added in the transverse (short) direcƟ on of the 
building. These will occur on each side of the stairway. This may be accomplished by adding 
plywood on one side of the wall and improving the anchorage at the foundaƟ on level.  

Mechanical, Electrical and Plumbing (MEP)

When alteraƟ ons are made, new mechanical systems should be introduced. They will be 
more energy effi  cient as well as beƩ er operaƟ onally. The defi ciencies notes should be cor-
rected as part of any work on the systems. 

Electrical systems and accessibility improvements should be made at the Ɵ me when uses 
have been determined.

Phasing of Work

SomeƟ mes projects and seismic retrofi t can be phased. The seismic work may be in two or 
more phases: work in the aƫ  c and work in the basement. The fi rst phase work could be un-
dertaken from the roof, oŌ en while a building is occupied. However the wall anchors, shear 
improvement, and similar work will require removal and reinstallaƟ on of interior fi nishes 
and ceilings. Also a single stage project is typically less expensive that a phased project. Inte-
rior renovaƟ on will be mainly removing the added panel and parƟ Ɵ ons to permit opening up 
the spaces. 
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LANDER COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MEETING
2/8/2018

Agenda Item Number __4__

THE REQUESTED ACTION OF THE LANDER COUNTY COMMISSION IS:
Discussion for possible action to approve/disapprove the creation of a dog park and the signage 
to be displayed, and all other matters properly related thereto.

Public Comment:

Background:

Recommended Action:
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LANDER COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MEETING
2/8/2018

Agenda Item Number __5__

THE REQUESTED ACTION OF THE LANDER COUNTY COMMISSION IS:
Discussion for possible action to approve/disapprove access to the Administration Building for 
the Lander County Sheriff's Office, including key access, installation of weapons lock boxes 
located in the inmate transportation hallway, and video surveillance access, and all other matters 
properly related thereto.

Public Comment:

Background:

Recommended Action:
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LANDER COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MEETING

Agenda Item Number __6__

THE REQUESTED ACTION OF THE LANDER COUNTY COMMISSION IS:
Update from the Battle Mountain Livestock Advisory Board, and all other matters properly 
related thereto.

Public Comment:

Background:

Recommended Action: This is a non-action item.
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LANDER COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MEETING
2/8/2018

Agenda Item Number __7__

THE REQUESTED ACTION OF THE LANDER COUNTY COMMISSION IS:
Discussion for possible action regarding the Battle Mountain Water Transmission Main 2018 
Project located on 26th Street and Allen Road and to award the project to one of the following: 

a) Canyon Construction- base bid $2,054,291.81, alternate bid $1,162,269.48; 
b) Hunewill Construction-base bid $1,507,123.00, alternate bid $563,119; 
c) Q&D Construction- base bid $1,900,000.00, alternate bid $645,000.00; 

and all other matters properly related thereto.

Public Comment:

Background: Bid Summary and Recommendations attached

Recommended Action: Approval of the bid to Hunewill Construction in an amount not to 
exceed $2,070,242.00
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LANDER COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MEETING
2/8/2018

Agenda Item Number __8__

THE REQUESTED ACTION OF THE LANDER COUNTY COMMISSION IS:
Discussion for possible action to approve/disapprove a modified contract between Lander 
County and Land Venture Partners, LLC., for the Battle Mountain Airport Waterline Project, and 
all other matters properly related thereto.

Public Comment:

Background: Both modified and original contracts are attached.

Recommended Action: Approval of the Modified Contract
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LANDER COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MEETING
2/8/2018

Agenda Item Number _9___

THE REQUESTED ACTION OF THE LANDER COUNTY COMMISSION IS:
Update from Public Works regarding the status of projects, and all other matters properly related 
thereto.

Public Comment:

Background:

Recommended Action: Update only
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LANDER COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MEETING
2/8/2018

Agenda Item Number __10__

THE REQUESTED ACTION OF THE LANDER COUNTY COMMISSION IS:
Update from the Lander County Treasurer, and all other matters properly related thereto.

Public Comment:

Background:

Recommended Action:
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LANDER COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MEETING
2/8/2018

Agenda Item Number __11__

THE REQUESTED ACTION OF THE LANDER COUNTY COMMISSION IS:
Discussion for possible action to approve/disapprove a policy within Lander County that requires 
a Professional Review on all projects, and all other matters properly related thereto.

Public Comment:

Background:

Recommended Action:
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LANDER COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MEETING
2/8/2018

Agenda Item Number __12__

THE REQUESTED ACTION OF THE LANDER COUNTY COMMISSION IS:
Discussion for possible action to approve/disapprove the Easement Agreement between Pershing 
County Water Conservation District and Lander County, and all other matters properly related 
thereto.

Public Comment:

Background: Easement attached

Recommended Action:
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Easement Agreement, Page 1

APN: ____________________

After Recording, Return to:
Schroeder Law Offices, P.C.
10615 Double R. Blvd. Ste. 100
Reno, NV 89521

Affirmation: This document does
not contain the social security
number of any person.

EASEMENT AGREEMENT

DATE: _______________________, 2018

FROM: PERSHING COUNTY WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
P.O. Box 218
Lovelock, NV 89419 “GRANTOR” (or “DISTRICT)”

TO: LANDER COUNTY
50 State Route 305 South
Battle Mountain, NV 89820 “GRANTEE” (or “COUNTY”)

RECITALS

A. COUNTY and DISTRICT entered into a Memorandum Agreement in January 2000 that 
provided that the parties would cooperate with one another during the title transfer of 
Humboldt Project lands effected between the United States of America, acting through 
the Bureau of Reclamation, Department of the Interior and the COUNTY, DISTRICT, 
State of Nevada and Pershing County.

B. The Memorandum Agreement further provided that as part of the title transfer process, 
and contingent upon successful transfer of title to DISTRICT, DISTRICT would grant to 
COUNTY a permanent easement to a strip of land along either side of the centerline of 
the Humboldt River (“Access Easement”).

C. Title to the Battle Mountain Pasture Lands has now been transferred to DISTRICT, and 
consistent with the terms of the Memorandum Agreement, DISTRICT may now grant the 
Access Easement to COUNTY.

NOW THEREFORE, in compliance with the terms of the Memorandum Agreement, and in 
consideration of the mutual benefits to be received from this Access Easement, DISTRICT 
hereby grants and conveys to the COUNTY a perpetual easement for public access.
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Easement Agreement, Page 2

TERMS

1.0 EASEMENT

1.1 DISTRICT agrees to grant and convey a non exclusive easement to a strip of land 
on both sides of the Humboldt River as follows:

1.1.1 The Access Easement begins at the intersection of the centerline of the 
Humboldt River and the northwest edge of Nevada State Route 806 (North 
Battle Mountain Highway) and extends in a northwesterly direction along 
the length of the Humboldt River approximately 4 miles to the west 
boundary of the Battle Mountain Pasture. 

1.1.2 The Access Easement shall include only that width necessary to create a 
20 feet wide strip of dry land immediately adjacent to each bank of the 
Humboldt River under non-flood conditions.  

1.1.3 The parties recognize that the outer boundaries of the Access Easement 
are not stationary, but will “float” depending upon the flow level of the 
Humboldt River and the location of its banks.

2.0 PURPOSE OF ACCESS EASEMENT

The Access Easement is granted solely for the purpose of providing members of the 
public with pedestrian access to the Humboldt River and the riparian lands adjacent to the 
River.

3.0 RESTRICTIONS ON USE OF ACCESS EASEMENT

3.1 The Access Easement shall only be used by members of the public from one-half 
hour before sunrise to one-half hour after sunset.  

3.2 The Access Easement shall be used for human foot traffic only.

3.2.1 No motorized vehicles, horses, or other conveyances are permitted on the 
Access Easement

3.3. Pets must be kept on a leash at all times.

4.0 IMPROVEMENTS

4.1 The Access Easement shall be maintained and used in its natural state, without 
improvements of any kind.  
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Easement Agreement, Page 3

4.2 COUNTY shall not make improvements to any portion of the Access Easement 
except as described in Subsection 4.2.1 - 4.2.3 of this Article 4.0. 

4.2.1 Prior to opening the Access Easement, COUNTY shall construct and 
fence a parking lot at the east end of the Access Easement on the parcel located on 
the west (left) bank of the Humboldt River at the east end of the Access Easement 
in Section 8, T.32N., R.45E., MDM (“Parking Area”).  The fence shall be 
constructed out of permanent materials.   The fence shall include an immovable 
gate, which shall be designed to restrict the use of the Access Easement solely to 
human foot traffic.

4.2.2. COUNTY may, after obtaining permission from the Nevada Department 
of Transportation, erect a second, identical immovable gate on the north (right) 
bank of the Humboldt River at the east end of the Access Easement in Section 8, 
T.32N., R.45E., MDM.  The gate shall be constructed out of permanent materials 
and shall be designed in a manner necessary to restrict the use of the Access 
Easement to human foot traffic.

4.2.3. COUNTY shall erect one or more signs at the east end of the Access 
Easement in Section 8, T.32.N., R.45E., MDM, which identify the easement and 
set forth all relevant restrictions on the public’s use of the Access Easement.

4.3 COUNTY shall not add to or alter in any way or permit others to add to or alter in 
any way, the fencing, vegetation, or drainage now present within the Access 
Easement, except as provided in Article 6.0 of this Access Easement.

5.0 LIABILITY AND INDEMNIFICATION 

5.1 COUNTY agrees to assume full liability for any and all damages incurred by the 
DISTRICT as a result of the use of the Access Easement by COUNTY or the 
general public.  The assumption of liability under this paragraph expressly 
excludes any damages or injury proximately caused by DISTRICT or 
DISTRICT’S employees, agents, representative, invitees, licenses, or guests.

5.2 COUNTY agrees to indemnify the DISTRICT to the extent allowed by Nevada 
law and hold the DISTRICT harmless against any and all damages and expenses 
(including legal fees), claims, liabilities, causes of action, and demands of any 
nature whatsoever, arising out of or in any manner connected with the use of the 
Access Easement by COUNTY or members of the public.  

5.3 COUNTY’S indemnification expressly excludes any action or demand of 
whatever nature brought by a DISTRICT employee, agent, representative, invitee, 
licensee, or guest against DISTRICT.
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6.0 MAINTENANCE OF EASEMENT

6.1 COUNTY shall be responsible for regularly patrolling the Access Easement to 
ensure that no trash or other refuse is present on the Access Easement.

6.2 COUNTY, recognizing that DISTRICT will continue to use the Community 
Pasture for grazing, will not exclude DISTRICT’s livestock from accessing the 
Humboldt River across any portion of the Access Easement.

6.3 COUNTY, recognizing that DISTRICT will continue to use the Community 
Pasture for grazing, will not disturb, alter, or remove any portion of the existing 
perimeter fence without first constructing a new fence along the common 
boundary between COUNTY and DISTRICT lands or between DISTRICT lands 
and the state highway right of way.

6.4 Any new fence constructed by COUNTY shall be constructed at the sole and 
exclusive cost of COUNTY.  DISTRICT shall have not financial responsibility 
for such fence.

6.5 Any new fence constructed by COUNTY pursuant to the terms of this Access 
Easement shall be constructed to the standards set forth in Nevada Revised Statute 
569.431 (1997).

6.6 DISTRICT will continue to maintain the Access Easement area for grazing 
purposes.  DISTRICT maintenance activities for this area may include noxious 
weed control and river channel maintenance.

7.0 DISTRICT DISCLAIMERS

7.1 The parties understand that the Access Easement is located in the annual 
floodplain of the Humboldt River.  It is a dynamic natural area subject to erosion, 
flooding, and debris accumulation.  DISTRICT does not maintain or monitor the 
servient estate, and expressly disclaims all responsibility for the condition of the 
Access Easement or the servient property and any hazards whether natural or 
man-made, that may exist now or in the future.

7.2 The parties understand that the lands underlying the Access Easement have been 
used in the past and will continue to be used for agricultural purposes.  The parties 
acknowledge that as a result of such activities, there are now and may be in the 
future agricultural residues, wastes, or by-products present on the Access 
Easement property.  COUNTY accepts this Access Easement as is.

8.0 NON ASSIGNABILITY

This Access Easement shall not be assigned by COUNTY to any other party.
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9.0 NOTICE

Any notice, demand, or request required or authorized by this Access Easement to be 
provided to any party shall be effective if delivered by mail, postage prepaid as follows:

DISTRICT: Manager
Pershing County Water Conservation District
P.O. Box 218 
Lovelock, Nevada 89409

COUNTY Executive Director
Lander County 
50 State Route 305 South
Battle Mountain, NV 89820

10.0 REVERTER

Failure to enforce and abide by the Access Easement terms set forth herein, or express 
abandonment of the Access Easement, shall cause the Access Easement to revert to the 
DISTRICT.  Upon such reverter, all rights and benefits in and to the Access Easement 
conferred by this Agreement to COUNTY shall terminate.

11.0 MODIFICATION

No amendment to this Access Easement shall be effective unless executed in writing by 
the parties. No required consent shall be effective unless set out in writing and signed by 
the party giving its consent.

12.0 INTEGRATION

This instrument contains the entire agreement and understanding of the parties with 
respect to the rights granted herein and supersedes all prior and contemporaneous 
agreements among them, their employees, or agents with respect this Access Easement. 
Further, there are no representations, agreements, arrangements or understandings, either 
oral or written, between the parties hereto relating to the subject matter contained in this 
Access Easement that is not fully expressed herein.  

13.0 SEVERABILITY

If a term, covenant, condition, or provision of this Access Easement is determine to be 
invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, or the application thereof to any 
circumstance is determined to be invalid, void, or unenforceable to any extent, the 
remaining provisions of this Easement Agreement shall be unaffected and shall remain 
valid and fully enforceable.

107



Easement Agreement, Page 6

14.0 THIRD PARTIES

Nothing in this Access Easement, whether express or implied, is intended to confer any 
right or remedy under or by reason of any provision of this Access Easement upon any 
person other than the parties to this Access Easement. Nothing in this Access Easement is 
intended to relieve or discharge the obligation or liability of any third party to the parties 
to this Access Easement.  No provision of the Access Easement shall give any third party 
any right of subrogation or right of action over or against the parties to this Access 
Easement. 

15.0 CAPTIONS

The caption of the articles of this Access Easement are intended solely for convenience 
and reference only, and the words contained therein shall in no way be held to explain, 
modify, amplify, or aid in the interpretation of this Access Easement. The words 
“include” and “including” are not limiting in any way.

16.0 COUNSEL

The parties acknowledge that they have read this Access Easement, that they have had an 
opportunity to discuss it with legal counsel, that they had an opportunity to offer 
modifications to this Access Easement, and that they approve of the form of this Access 
Easement.

17.0 CHOICE OF LAW

It is the intention of the parties to this Easement Agreement that the performance 
hereunder, and all suits, actions, and proceedings under this Easement Agreement, be 
construed in accordance with, under, and pursuant to the laws of the State of Nevada.  
Further, the parties intend that in any suit, action, or proceeding that may be brought 
arising out of, in connection with, or by reason of this Access Easement, the laws of the 
State of Nevada shall be applicable and shall govern to the exclusion of the law of any 
other forum, without regard to the jurisdiction in which any suit, action or proceeding 
may be instituted.

18.0 COUNTERPARTS

This Access Easement may be executed in any number of counterparts, each of which 
shall be deemed to be an original and all of which together shall constitute on and the 
same instrument.

19.0 ATTORNEY FEES

In the event of any suit or action arising out of or related to this Access Easement or with 
respect to the rescission of this Access Easement, the prevailing party shall be entitled to 
recover from the losing party all reasonable costs and expenses incurred, including, 
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without limitation, statutory costs and disbursements, and such further sums as a trial 
court shall adjudge reasonable as and for the prevailing party’s attorney fees in such suit 
or action, and if an appeal is taken from any judgment or decree entered therein, the 
prevailing party therein shall be paid such additional sum or sums as the appellate court 
shall adjudge reasonable for the prevailing party’s attorney fees and costs on such appeal.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this instrument to be executed the day and 
year first written above.

PERSHING COUNTY WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

By: _______________________________________  Date: ________________

Name: ____________________________________

Title: _____________________________________

STATE OF NEVADA )
) ss.

County of ___________________ )

On this ___day of __________, 2018, personally appeared before me, the undersigned, a 

Notary Public in and for the State of _________________ personally known (or proved) to me to 

be the person whose name is subscribed to the above instrument and who acknowledged to me 

that he  executed the same freely and voluntarily and for the uses and purposes thereby 

mentioned.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto
set my hand and affixed my official seal the day
and year in this certificate first above written.

_______________________________________

 

[SIGNATURES CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE]
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LANDER COUNTY

By: _______________________________________ Date: ________________

Name: ____________________________________

Title: _____________________________________

STATE OF NEVADA )
) ss.

County of ___________________ )

On this ___day of __________, 2018, personally appeared before me, the undersigned, a 

Notary Public in and for the State of __________________ personally known (or proved) to me 

to be the person whose name is subscribed to the above instrument and who acknowledged to me 

that he  executed the same freely and voluntarily and for the uses and purposes thereby 

mentioned.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto
set my hand and affixed my official seal the day
and year in this certificate first above written.

_______________________________________

110



111



112



113



114



115



116



117



118



119



120



121



122



123



LANDER COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MEETING
2/8/2018

Agenda Item Number _13___

THE REQUESTED ACTION OF THE LANDER COUNTY COMMISSION IS:
Discussion for possible action to approve the 2017 Lander County Policy Plan for Federally 
Administered Lands (The Lander County Public Lands Plan), and all other matters properly 
related thereto.

Public Comment:

Background: Attached

Recommended Action:
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LANDER COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MEETING
2/8/2018

Agenda Item Number __14__

THE REQUESTED ACTION OF THE LANDER COUNTY COMMISSION IS:
Discussion for possible action regarding a letter from Lander County in support of the release of 
Wilderness Study Areas (WSA's) in Lander County, and all other matters properly related 
thereto.

Public Comment:

Background: Elko County Letter of Support and Resolution attached.

Recommended Action:
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LANDER COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MEETING
2/8/2018

Agenda Item Number _15___

THE REQUESTED ACTION OF THE LANDER COUNTY COMMISSION IS:
Discussion for possible action regarding the proposal of an ordinance amending Chapters 5.04, 
5.06 and 5.24 of the Lander County Code to obtain business licenses from the Building and 
Planning Department instead of the Lander County the Assessor's office, and all other matters 
properly related thereto.

Public Comment:

Background:

Recommended Action:
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LANDER COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MEETING
2/8/2018

Agenda Item Number _16___

THE REQUESTED ACTION OF THE LANDER COUNTY COMMISSION IS:
Update on budget review, contracts, financial update, and all other matters properly related 
thereto.

Public Comment:

Background:

Recommended Action: This is a non-action item.
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LANDER COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MEETING
2/8/2018

Agenda Item Number _17___

THE REQUESTED ACTION OF THE LANDER COUNTY COMMISSION IS:
Correspondence/reports/potential upcoming agenda items.

Public Comment:

Background:

Recommended Action:
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