VOLUNTEER TODAY! PROBATE COURT

VISITOR PROGRAM

Gavedion. Hygels

X

™
) /" o 2:?;\\ — o~ >
& ¥ Vg

If you are interested in becoming
a Court Visitor, please contact
Colleen Rice or Aimee Stevens

for more information at
(936) 539-7832.

Aimee Stevens
Guardianship Coordinator

aimee.stevens@mctx.org Montgomery County
Court At Law #2
Colleen Rice
Court Investigator
colleen.rice@mctx.org
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COUNTY.COURTATLAW 2 Judge Claudia L. Laird, Presiding

Judge Claudia L. Laird
Montgomery County
210 W. Davis, 3rd Floor
Conroe, TX 77301

Contact
Colleen Rice
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Fax: (936) 788-8357




What is a Guardianship?

Guardianship is a legal process designed

to protect incapacitated individuals from
abuse, neglect and exploitation. This court-
created relationship gives someone, called
a Guardian, the legal right to take care of an
incapacitated person, called a Ward, and
make decisions on his or her behalf.

Why Are Guardianships
Created?

An individual may become incapacitated

due to disease, injury, or developmental
disability. This incapacity could be the result of
a range of diseases and conditions, including
but not limited to the following: Alzheimer's
disease, other forms of dementia, intellectual
disabilities, autism, head injuries, and injuries
related to strokes. Minor children sometimes
need guardians appointed as well. Persons
under a full guardianship are unable to care
for themselves or make decisions regarding
financial matters.

Court Visitor Program:
Purpose & Job Description

The Court Investigator will facilitate annual
visits by court visitors to all existing
guardianships in Montgomery County. The
purpose of the Court Visitor Program is to
check on the well-being of individuals who
have been placed under a guardianship

and whose care is the responsibility of their
legal guardian. This important monitoring
function enables the Court to have first-hand
information regarding the wards under its
supervision. The reports filed by the court
visitor assist the Court in determining whether
each pending guardianship case should be
continued, modified, or terminated,

Duties And Responsibilities
The court visitor should:

1. Meet with the Court Investigator for
orientation and training;

Obtain a case assignment from the Court
Investigator;

Review the necessary information from
Court files, schedule a visit, and then
personally visit with the ward; and

Make an assessment of the ward’s
situation and then timely submit a Court
Visitor Report recording your observations
to the Court Investigator.

All reports are reviewed by the Court to
determine whether further action is necessary.

Qualifications of a

Court Visitor
e Access to a car or other reliable
transportation.

* Good listening skills, patience and tact.

*  Ability to work with a wide variety of
individuals, including people with
significant physical and mental
impairments from different racial,
socio-economic and cultural backgrounds.

* Ability to remain objective and non-
judgmental in making reports to the Court.

» Ability to keep information confidential.

*  Willingness to visit people in their homes,
nursing homes, group homes, hospitals
and other care facilities.

*PLEASE NOTE THAT COURT VISITORS
ARE VOLUNTEERS AND WILL NOT BE
REIMBURSED FOR THEIR TIME OR
TRAVEL EXPENSES




