
WORK SESSION 

MARCH 5, 2019 

4:00 p.m. 

1. Agenda Review

AGENDA  

CITY OF MORRISTOWN, TENNESSEE 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING  

MARCH 5, 2019 

5:00 P.M. 

1. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Gary Chesney

2. INVOCATION

Pastor John Paul Freitag, Senior Chaplain, Morristown Police Department

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

4. ROLL CALL

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

1. February 19, 2019

6. PROCLAMATIONS/PRESENTATIONS

7. CITIZEN COMMENTS ABOUT AGENDA ITEMS ONLY

(Other than items scheduled for public hearing.)

8. OLD BUSINESS

8-a. Public Hearings & Adoption of Ordinances/Resolutions

1. Ordinance No. 3628

An Ordinance of the City Council of Morristown, Tennessee Amending

Title 14 (Zoning and Land Use Control), Chapter 2, Chapter 3 (R-1 Single

Family Residential District), Chapter 4a (RD-1 Moderate Density Single

Family Residential District) and Chapter 6 (R-2 Medium Density

Residential District) of the Morristown Municipal Code.
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2. Ordinance No. 3629

An Ordinance to Amend the Municipal Code of the City of Morristown,

Tennessee, Appendix B.  {Rezoning of certain properties located along

Progress Parkway and South Davy Crockett Highway/25E from Heavy

Industrial (HI) to Tourist Accommodation (TA)}.

3. Ordinance No. 3630

An Ordinance to Amend the Municipal Code of the City of Morristown,

Tennessee, Appendix B. {Rezoning of West Park Commons, Lot 7R located

along Old Highway 11E}.

9. NEW BUSINESS

9-a. Resolutions

1. Resolution No. ______

A Resolution of the City Council of Morristown, Tennessee, Authorizing

the Application for the 2019 Federally Funded Home Grant for Housing

Rehabilitation for Low income Households.

2. Resolution No. ______

A Resolution of the City Council of Morristown, Tennessee, Urging the

Tennessee Legislature and Governor Bill Lee to Adopt a State Historic

Tax Incentive Titled the Main Street Historic Rehabilitation and Tourism

Revitalization Act.

9-b. Introduction and First Reading of Ordinances

9-c. Awarding of Bids/Contracts

1. Approval of Contract between Merit Construction, Inc. and the City of

Morristown for the Morristown City Hall Plaza Garage in the amount of

$2,764,000.

2. Approval of Contract between the City of Morristown and Population

Health and Sports Technology Centers, Inc. (PHAST Centers) for Food

and Beverage Concessions for the Parks and Recreation Department

(subject to attorney review).

3. Approval to Purchase Tiger Side Mower Deck via Statewide Contract #242

in the amount of $9,979.

4. Design Innovation Architects (DIA) Contract Amendment for

Plaza/Garage Design Fee -Services for Construction Administration and

Close-out Phases in the amount of $94,000.
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5. Approval to Surplus 67 Mobile Data Terminals (MDT’s).

6. Approval of Contract between the City of Morristown on behalf of the 
Lakeway Area Metropolitan Transportation Planning Organization

(LAMTPO) and Mattern and Craig Associates for the Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Plan.

7. Approval of Inspection and Maintenance Agreement (I&M) between the 
City of Morristown and Cherokee Crossing, LLC (Chili’s Grill and Bar). 

9-d. Board/Commission Appointments

9-e. New Issues

1. Approval of hiring one (1) entry level Patrol Officer for Morristown Police

Department.

2. Approval to Surplus (Retirement) of K-9 Dano.

10. CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

11. COMMUNICATIONS/PETITIONS

This is the portion of the meeting where members of the audience

may speak subject to the guidelines provided.

12. COMMENTS FROM MAYOR/COUNCILMEMBERS/COMMITTEES

13. ADJOURN

City Council Meeting/Holiday Schedule: 

March 19, 2019 Tuesday 3:45 p.m. Finance Committee Meeting Review 

March 19. 2019 Tuesday 4:15 p.m. Work Session – Council Agenda Review 

March 19, 2019 Tuesday 5:00 p.m. Regular City Council Meeting with Work Session 

April 2, 2019 Tuesday 4:00 p.m. Work Session – Council Agenda Review 

April 2, 2019 Tuesday 5:00 p.m. Regular City Council Meeting with Work Session 

April 16, 2019 Tuesday 3:45 p.m. Finance Committee Meeting Review 

April 16, 2019 Tuesday 4:15 p.m. Work Session – Council Agenda Review 

April 16, 2019 Tuesday 5:00 p.m. Regular City Council Meeting with Work Session 

April 19, 2109 Friday City Employee’s Holiday - Good Friday 

May 7, 2019 Tuesday City Election Day 

May 7, 2019 Tuesday 4:00 p.m. Work Session – Council Agenda Review 

May 7, 2019 Tuesday 5:00 p.m. Regular City Council Meeting with Work Session 

May 13, 2019 Monday 5:00 p.m. “Sine Die” – Swear in of Councilmembers & Mayors 

May 21, 2019 Tuesday 3:45 p.m. Finance Committee Meeting Review 

May 21, 2019 Tuesday 4:15 p.m. Work Session – Council Agenda Review 

May 21, 2019 Tuesday 5:00 p.m. Regular City Council Meeting with Work Session 
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WORK SESSION AGENDA 

MARCH 5, 2019 

 

1. Tennessee College of Applied Technology (TCAT) Update 

2. Health Benefits – Mark III 
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  February 19, 2019 
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STATE OF TENNESSEE 

COUNTY OF HAMBLEN 

CORPORATION OF MORRISTOWN 

FEBRUARY 19, 2019 

 

The City Council for the City of Morristown, Hamblen County, Tennessee, 

met in regular session at the regular meeting place of the Council in the Morristown 

City Center at 5:00 p.m., Tuesday, February 19, 2019, with the Honorable Mayor 

Gary Chesney, presiding and the following Councilmembers present; Bob Garrett, 

Kay Senter, Dennis Alvis, Ken Smith, and Tommy Pedigo, Chris Bivens. 

  

Dr. Chris Dotson, Chaplain, Morristown Police Department led in the 

invocation and Councilmember Dennis Alvis led the “Pledge of Allegiance”. 

 

Councilmember Smith made a motion to approve the February 5, 2019, 

minutes as circulated. Councilmember Alvis seconded the motion and upon roll call; 

all voted “aye”. 

 

 A Public Hearing was held relating to Ordinance 3625, Ordinance 3626 and 

Ordinance 3627.  No one spoke. 

 

 Councilmember Smith made a motion to approve Ordinance No. 3625 on 

second and final reading. Councilmember Bivens seconded the motion and upon roll 

call; all voted “aye”. 

 

Ordinance No. 3625 

An Ordinance of the City Council of Morristown, Tennessee, Amending Both 

the Text and Boundary of Title 14 (Zoning and Land Use Control), Chapter 

35 (Regional Gateway Commercial District) of the Morristown Municipal 

Code. 

 

 Councilmember Alvis made a motion to approve Ordinance No. 3626 on 

second and final reading. Councilmember Pedigo seconded the motion and upon roll 

call; all voted “aye”. 

 

Ordinance No. 3626 

An Ordinance of the City Council of Morristown, Tennessee, Amending Title 

14 (Zoning and Land Use Control), Chapter 16 (Tourist Accommodation 

District) of the Morristown Municipal Code. 

 

 Councilmember Senter made a motion to approve Ordinance No. 3627 on 

second and final reading. Councilmember Alvis seconded the motion and upon roll 

call; all voted “aye”. 
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  February 19, 2019 

2 
 

Ordinance No. 3627 

An Ordinance of the City Council of Morristown, Tennessee, Amending 

Title 14 (Zoning and Land Use Control), Chapter 29 (Sign Regulations) of 

the Morristown Municipal Code. 

 

 Councilmember Senter made a motion to approve Resolution No. 03-19. 

Councilmember Smith seconded the motion and upon roll call; all voted “aye”. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 03-19 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF MORRISTOWN, APPLICATION 

OF TVA INVESTPREP GRANT FUNDS. 

 

 WHEREAS, the Tennessee Valley Authority InvestPrep Grant has been 

established through the TVA Economic Development department to assist 

communities within the TVA territory in preparing sites and facilities for 

investment and job creation by providing funds to better position local industrial 

product; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Morristown has a history of development industrial 

districts; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Morristown does promote Morristown as a prime 

location for business and industry; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Morristown proposes to apply for TVA InvestPrep 

Grant funds in the amount of $500,000 for the purpose of further developing the 

East Tennessee Progress Center; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Morristown will provide local financial support in 

conjunction with the TVA InvestPrep Grant funds to complete the above project; 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Morristown, 

Tennessee will be responsible for the local cash/match, not to exceed $500,000, 

should the grant be awarded and funded to further develop of the East Tennessee 

Progress Center. 

 

 This Resolution shall be effective from and after its adoption. 

 

 Passed on this the 19th day of February 2019. 

 

 

     ______________________________ 

     MAYOR 
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ATTEST: 

 

________________________________ 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR  

 

 

 

 Councilmember Pedigo made a motion to approve Ordinance No. 3628 on 

first reading and schedule a public hearing relative to final passage of said 

ordinance for March 5, 2019; Councilmember Garrett seconded the motion and upon 

roll call; all voted “aye”. 

 

Ordinance No. 3628 

An Ordinance of the City Council of Morristown, Tennessee 

Amending Title 14 (Zoning and Land Use Control), Chapter 2, 

Chapter 3 (R-1 Single Family Residential District), Chapter 4a 

(Rd-1 Moderate Density Single Family Residential District) and 

Chapter 6 (R-2 Medium Density Residential District) of the 

Morristown Municipal Code. 

 

 Councilmember Smith made a motion to approve Ordinance No. 3629 on first 

reading and schedule a public hearing relative to final passage of said ordinance for 

March 5, 2019; Councilmember Pedigo seconded the motion and upon roll call; all 

voted “aye”. 

 

Ordinance No. 3629 

An Ordinance to Amend the Municipal Code of the City of 

Morristown, Tennessee, Appendix B.  {Rezoning of certain 

properties located along Progress Parkway and South Davy 

Crockett Highway/25E from Heavy Industrial (HI) to Tourist 

Accommodation (TA)}. 

 

 Councilmember Senter made a motion to approve Ordinance No. 3630 on first 

reading and schedule a public hearing relative to final passage of said ordinance for 

March 5, 2019; Councilmember Alvis seconded the motion and upon roll call; all 

voted “aye”. 

 

Ordinance No. 3630 

An Ordinance to Amend the Municipal Code of the City of 

Morristown, Tennessee, Appendix B. {Rezoning of West Park 

Commons, Lot 7R located along Old Highway 11 E}. 

 

 

Councilmember Senter made a motion to approve the recommendation from 
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Design Innovation Architects Inc. (DIA) to accept the best and lowest bid to Merit 

Construction in the amount of $2,764,000 for the Morristown City Center Plaza Bid.  

Councilmember Alvis seconded the motion and upon roll call; all voted “aye”. 

 

Councilmember Alvis made a motion to approve the Task Order with Design 

Innovation Architects Inc. (DIA) for Tennis Courts in the amount of $8,650.  

Councilmember Smith seconded the motion and upon roll call; all voted “aye”. 

 

Councilmember Smith made a motion to approve the purchase of real estate 

located at 402 Rosedale Avenue, purchase price of $65,000.  Councilmember Senter 

seconded the motion and upon roll call; all voted “aye”. 

 

Councilmember Pedigo made a motion to award the best and lowest bid to 

BK Graphics for uniforms for the Public Works Department and the best and lowest 

bid from BSN Sports for uniforms for the Parks and Recreation department.  

Councilmember Alvis seconded the motion and upon roll call; all voted “aye”. 

 

Councilmember Alvis made a motion to approve Request for Proposal for 

Food and Beverage Concessions for the Parks and Recreation Department provided 

to Population Health and Sports Technology Centers, Inc. (PHAST Centers) and to 

allow City Administrator to enter into contract negotiations.  Councilmember Smith 

seconded the motion and upon roll call; all voted “aye”. 

 

Councilmember Alvis made a motion to approve of Sale of Property in East 

Tennessee Progress Center to Project White Bear at $12,000 per acre with acreage 

to be determined after survey.  Councilmember Smith seconded the motion and 

upon roll call; all voted “aye”. 

 

Councilmember Smith made a motion to accept the Site Development Grant 

in the amount $1,000,000 for improvements in East Tennessee Progress Center.  

Councilmember Alvis seconded the motion and upon roll call; all voted “aye”. 

 

Councilmember Senter made a motion to approve the surplus of property 

from the Morristown Police Department.  Councilmember Pedigo seconded the 

motion and upon roll call; all voted “aye”. 

 

Councilmember Pedigo made a motion to approve of Inspection and 

Maintenance Agreement (I&M) between the City of Morristown and Petoskey 

Plastics, Inc.  Councilmember Alvis seconded the motion and upon roll call; all voted 

“aye”. 
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 Councilmember Pedigo made a motion to appoint David Purkey to the 

Industrial Development Board of the City of Morristown for a term to expire June 

30, 2020.  Councilmember Senter seconded the motion and upon roll call; all voted 

“aye” 

 

 Mayor Chesney reappointed Frank McGuffin to the Morristown Regional 

Planning Commission for a term to expire March 1, 2023. 

 

 Mayor Chesney reappointed Ventrus Norfolk to the Morristown Regional 

Planning Commission for a term to expire March 1, 2023. 

 

Mayor Chesney recessed the meeting for an Executive Session. 

 

Mayor Chesney called the meeting back to order. 

 

Mayor Chesney adjourned the February 19, 2019 City Council meeting at 5:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

           

    ______________________________________ 

    MAYOR 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_____________________________________       

CITY ADMINISTRATOR 
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ORDINANCE NO. 3628 

BEING AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 

MORRISTOWN, TENNESSEE AMENDING TITLE 14 (ZONING 

AND LAND USE CONTROL), CHAPTER 2, CHAPTER 3 (R-1 

SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT), CHAPTER 4A 

(RD-1 MODERATE DENSITY SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL 

DISTRICT) AND CHAPTER 6 (R-2 MEDIUM DENSITY 

RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT) OF THE MORRISTOWN 

MUNICIPAL CODE. 

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL of the City of Morristown that the text 

of Title 14 (Zoning and Land Use Control), Chapter 2, 14-203 Definitions; Chapter 

3, R-1 Single Family Residential District; Chapter 4A, RD-1 Moderate Density 

Single Family Residential District; and Chapter 6, R-2 Medium Density Residential 

District be approved as follows: 

 

Chapter 2, 14-203 Definitions 

 

69. COMMUNITY THEATRE: shall mean a theatre where performances are 

given by or for people who live in that area. 

 

 

144. MULTIFAMILY RESIDENTIAL DWELLING: shall mean a structure 

containing three or more  dwelling units.  

 

 

Chapter 3, R-1 SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT 

 

14-301.  SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT 

 

This is the most restrictive residential district, intended to be used for single-family 

residential areas with low population densities. Additional permitted uses, by 

Review of the Board of Zoning Appeals, include related non-commercial 

recreational, religious and educational facilities normally required to provide the 

basic elements of a balanced and attractive residential area. These areas are 

intended to be defined and protected from the encroachment of uses not performing 

a function necessary to the residential environment. 

 

 

14-302.  USES PERMITTED 

 

1. Accessory buildings. 

2. Crop and Tree Farming 

3. Group Homes 
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4. One-family dwellings. 

5. The taking of roomers provided that no more than two (2) rooms are used for 

such purposes 

6. Home Occupation with no additional employees, clients or students (3584-

08/01/2017) 

7. Utilities 

 

14-303.  USES PERMITTED ON REVIEW 

 

1. Cemeteries. (2806-07/18/1995) 

a. The Cemetery must be an accessory use to a church. 

2. Churches, Synagogues, Temples, and other places of Worship. 

a. The property shall have access from a collector or arterial street. 

b. Minimum 30’ greenspace setback on perimeter of lot 

3. Country Clubs and Golf Courses (public or private) 

a. The golf course consists of a minimum of eight (8) acres open space; 

b. The clubhouse, parking, and any accessory buildings are no closer than 

fifty (50) feet to any property line; and 

c. One sign shall be permitted and shall be oriented to the street giving 

access to the property. 

d. The size, setbacks, and any lighting shall be the same as for other 

nonresidential uses permitted within the applicable zone; and 

e. Noise and glare are to be minimized as follows: loud speakers, just boxes, 

public address systems, electric amplifiers, and similar electronic devices 

shall not be permitted. 

4. Home Occupation involving employees, clients and students. (3584-08/01/2017) 

5. Public buildings, Parks, other Public/Governmental Uses, Schools (Public or 

Private). 

a. The property shall have access from a collector or arterial street. 

b. Minimum of 30’ greenspace setback on perimeter of lot. 

 

14-304.  LOT WIDTH 

 

Any lot shall be no less than ninety (90) feet at the building line. 

 

 

14-305.  DEPTH OF FRONT YARD 

 

Any principal building on any lot shall be located no closer than twenty-five (25) 

feet to the front lot line.  (3009-09/07/1999). 

 

Minimum depth of front yard shall apply to all public right-of-ways.  
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14-306.  DEPTH OF REAR YARD 

 

Any principal building on any lot shall be located no closer than twenty-five (25) 

feet to the rear lot line.  (3009-09/07/1999) 

 

14-307.  WIDTH OF SIDE YARDS 

 

Any principal building on any lot shall be located no closer to each side lot line than 

fifteen (15) feet. 

 

14-308.  BUILDING AREA 

 

The principal building and accessory building on any lot shall not cover more than 

thirty (30) percent of the total area of said lot. 

 

14-309.  LOT AREA 

 

Any lot shall be no less than 15,000 square feet in area. 

 

14-310.  BUILDING HEIGHT 

 

Buildings shall not exceed three (3) stories or thirty-five (35) feet in height. 

 

Churches, schools, and other public and semi-public buildings may exceed the 

height limitations of the district if the minimum depth of the front, side, and rear 

yards required in the district is increased one (1) foot for each two (2) feet by which 

the height of such public or semi-public building exceeds the prescribed height limit. 

 

 

Chapter 4A, RD1 SMALL LOT SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT 

 

14-4A01.  RD-1 SMALL LOT SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT 

 

The purpose of the small lot single-family residential district is to allow for 

increased flexibility in the design of new residential development in a manner that 

increases housing choices for residents, utilizes land resources efficiently, and 

ensures a high quality neighborhood. 

 

 

14-4A02.  USES PERMITTED  (3584-08/01/2017).  

 

1. Accessory buildings. 

2. Crop and tree farming.  

3. Group Homes 
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4. Home Occupation with no additional employees, clients or students. (3584-

08/01/2017) 

5. One-family dwellings. 

6. The taking of roomers provided that no more than two (2) rooms are used for 

such purposes. 

7. Utilities  

 

 

14-4A03.  USES PERMITTED ON REVIEW 

 

1. Cemeteries. (2806-07/18/1995) 

a. The Cemetery must be an accessory use to a church. 

2. Churches, Synagogues, Temples, and other places of Worship. 

a. The property shall have access from a collector or arterial street. 

b. Minimum 30’ greenspace setback on perimeter of lot 

3. Country Clubs and Golf Courses (public or private) 

a. The golf course consists of a minimum of eight (8) acres open space; 

b. The clubhouse, parking, and any accessory buildings are no closer than 

fifty (50) feet to any property line; and 

c. One sign shall be permitted and shall be oriented to the street giving 

access to the property. 

d. The size, setbacks, and any lighting shall be the same as for other 

nonresidential uses permitted within the applicable zone; and 

e. Noise and glare are to be minimized as follows: loud speakers, just boxes, 

public address systems, electric amplifiers, and similar electronic devices 

shall not be permitted. 

4. Home Occupation involving employees, clients and students. (3584-08/01/2017) 

5. Public buildings, Parks, other Public/Governmental Uses, and Schools (public or 

private). 

a. The property shall have access from a collector or arterial street. 

 

14-4A04.  LOT WIDTH 

 

Any lot shall be no less than fifty (50) feet at the building line. 

 

14-4A05.  DEPTH OF FRONT YARD 

 

Any principal building on any lot shall be located no closer than twenty-five (25) 

feet to the front lot line.  (3009-09/07/1999) 

 

Minimum depth of front yard shall apply to all public right-of-ways. 
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14-4A06.  DEPTH OF REAR YARD 

 

Any principal building on any lot shall be located no closer than twenty-five (25) 

feet to the rear lot line.  (3009-09/07/1999) 

 

 

14-4A07.  WIDTH OF SIDE YARDS 

 

Any principal building on any lot shall be located no closer to each side lot line than 

eight (8) feet. 

 

 

14-4A08.  BUILDING AREA 

 

The principal building and accessory building on any lot shall not cover more than 

forty (40) percent of the total area of said lot. 

 

 

14-4A09.  LOT AREA 

 

Any lot shall be no less than 5,500 square feet in area where one residential unit 

occupies said lot. 

 

14-4A10.  BUILDING HEIGHT 

 

Buildings shall not exceed two (2) stories or twenty-five (25) feet in height. 

 

 

Chapter 6, R-2 MEDIUM DENSITY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT 

 

14-601.  R-2 MEDIUM DENSITY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT 

 

This is a residential district to provide for medium population density. The principal 

uses of land may range from single-family to medium density multi-family 

apartment uses. Certain uses which are more compatible functionally with 

intensive residential uses than with commercial uses are permitted. The 

recreational, religious, educational facilities, and other related uses in keeping with 

the residential character of the district may be permitted on Review by the Board of 

Zoning Appeals. 
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14-602.  USES PERMITTED 

 

1. Accessory Buildings 

2. Crop and Tree Farming 

3. Group Homes 

4. Home Occupations with no additional employees, clients or students. 

5. Kindergartens and child nurseries, provided that there are not more than six 

 (6) pupils and provided that said activities are conducted as a customary home 

 occupation. 

6. Residential Dwellings (one-family, two-family, multifamily) 

7. Rooming or boarding house. 

8. Utilities  

  

 

14-603.  USES PERMITTED ON REVIEW 

 

1. Bed and Breakfast Operations. 

a. Must abide by the provisions governing Bed and Breakfast operations 

listed in 14-311. 

2. Cemeteries 

a. The Cemetery must be an accessory use 

3. Churches, Synagogues, Temples, other places of Worship, and Orphanages 

a. The property shall have access from a collector or arterial street. 

b. Minimum of 30’ greenspace setback on perimeter of lot. 

4. Community Theatre 

a. The property shall have access from a collector or arterial street. 

b. It must meet the minimum off-street parking requirements as found in 

section 14-216-3. 

5. County Clubs and Golf Courses (public or private) 

a. The golf course consists of a minimum of eight (8) acres open space; 

b. The clubhouse, parking, and any accessory buildings are no closer than 

fifty (50) feet to any property line; and 

c. One sign shall be permitted and shall be oriented to the street giving 

access to the property. 

d. The size, setbacks, and any lighting shall be the same as for other 

nonresidential uses permitted within the applicable zone; and 

e. Noise and glare are to be minimized as follows: loud speakers, just boxes, 

public address systems, electric amplifiers, and similar electronic devices 

shall not be permitted. 

6. Home Occupations involving employees, clients and students 

7. Kindergartens and child nurseries with more than six (6) pupils. 

a. The property shall have access from a collector or arterial street. 

8. Plant and flower nurseries. 

a. The property shall have access from a collector or arterial street. 
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9. Public buildings, Parks, other Public/Governmental Uses, and Schools. 

a. The property shall have access from a collector or arterial street 

b. Minimum of 30’ greenspace on perimeter of lot. 

 

 

14-604.  LOT WIDTH 

 

Any lot shall be no less than sixty-five (65) feet at the building line. 

 

 

14-605.  DEPTH OF FRONT YARD 

 

Any principal building on any lot shall be located no closer than twenty-five (25) 

feet to the front lot line.  (3009-09/07/1999)  

 

Minimum depth of front yard shall apply to all public right-of-ways. 

 

14-606.  DEPTH OF REAR YARD 

 

Any principal building on any lot shall be located no closer than twenty-five (25) 

feet to the rear lot line.  (3009-09/07/1999) 

 

 

14-607.  WIDTH OF SIDE YARDS 

 

Any principal building on any lot shall be no closer to each side lot line than ten (10) 

feet for a single family residential or a duplex dwelling and no closer than twenty 

(20) feet for a multifamily residential dwellings 

 

14-608.  BUILDING AREA 

 

The principal building and accessory building on any lot shall not cover more than 

thirty (30) percent of the total area of said lot. 

 

14-609.  LOT AREA 

 

1. Any lot shall be no less than 7,500 square feet in area where one residential 

unit occupies said lot. 

 

2. Any lot shall be no less than 11,000 square feet in area where two (2) 

residential units occupy said lot. 

 

3. Any lot shall be no less than 14,500 square feet in area where three (3) or more 

residential units occupy said lot; and overall density not to exceed 12 units per acre. 
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14-610.  BUILDING HEIGHT 

 

Buildings shall not exceed three (3) stories or thirty-five (35) feet in height. 

 

Churches, schools, and other public and semi-public buildings may exceed the 

height limitations of the district if the minimum depth of the front, side, and rear 

yards required in the district is increased one (1) foot for each two (2) feet by which 

the height of such public or semi-public building exceeds the prescribed height limit. 

 

 

14-611.  PROVISIONS GOVERNING BED AND BREAKFAST OPERATIONS 

(2630-06/18/1991) 

 

1. Size of Operation 

 

a. Home-Stay Operation (1-3 rooms involved) 

 

b. Commercial Operation (4-12 rooms involved) (requires Health Department 

Inspection and Approval) 

 

2. Parking Requirement 

 

a. (1-3 rooms) 2 spaces for the existing residence and one (1) space for each room 

for rent. The spaces for rental rooms shall be landscaped and/or screened from the 

neighbors and street. 

 

b. (4-12 rooms) 1 space for each two employees and one space for each room for 

rent. All spaces shall be included in an overall site-plan of the development. 

  

3. Signage 

 

A two square foot maximum non-illuminated sign in the style of the unique or 

historic nature of the structure or area will be allowed.  

 

4. Traffic 

 

Traffic generated is a function of the size of the operation. This shall be judged in 

accordance with the nature of the neighborhood, street capacity and existing traffic 

congestion.  
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5. Neighborhood Compatibility 

 

This must be reviewed on a case by case basis and must take into consideration but 

not be limited to the following:   

 

a. Utilize the unique or historic nature of the dwelling or area as a theme of the 

operation. 

 

b. On a small (1-3 rooms) home-stay operation no visible outside evidence of a 

non-residential nature should be seen from the street or neighbors. 

 

c. Food served on large operation (4-12 rooms) inspected by Hamblen County 

Health Department. 

 

d. Food served on small operation (1-3 rooms) should contain no homemade, 

grown or produced milk, vegetables, meats, fowl or fish; and all kitchen utensils, 

work areas and plates and glasses must be clean and sanitary. 

 

6. Length of Stay 

 

The maximum length of stay by one individual at one stretch shall be seven (7) 

days.  

 

7. Prohibited Uses 

 

The small (1-3 rooms) operation shall not be utilized for the following functions: 

a. Receptions. 

b. Parties. 

c. Weddings. 

d. Club Meetings. 

e. Serving meals to other than overnight borders.  
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BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this ordinance shall take effect from and after 

the date of its final passage, the public welfare requiring it. 

 

Passed on first reading this the 19 day of February 2019. 

 

 

        

 Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

       

City Administrator 

 

 

 

 

Passed on second and final reading this the 5 day of March 2019. 

 

 

             

      Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

       

City Administrator 
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ORDINANCE NO. 3629, ENTITLED AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE 

MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE CITY OF MORRISTOWN, TENNESSEE, 

APPENDIX B. {Rezoning of certain properties located along Progress Parkway and 

South Davy Crockett Highway/25E from Heavy Industrial (HI) to Tourist 

Accommodation (TA)} 
 

SECTION I.   WHEREAS, the Morristown Planning Commission has recommended 

to the City Council of the City of Morristown that a certain amendment be made to 

Ordinance No. 2092, known as the Zoning Ordinance for the City of Morristown, Appendix 

B; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, in order to carry into effect the said amendment: 

 

SECTION II.  BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Morristown that 

Ordinance No. 2092 be and the same hereby is amended so as to provide that the following 

described real estate be rezoned from R-2 (Medium Density Residential) to R-3 (Heavy 

Density Residential);   

 

To include the whole of Lot 7R of the final plat as recorded in Plat Book LPlat, 

page 120 of West Park Commons, Lot 7 Davis and Stanley Property and 

Adjoining Property;  

 

SECTION III. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that all maps, records and necessary 

minute entries be changed so as to effect the amendment as herein provided, to the extent 

that the area herein above described shall be permitted to be used for Heavy Density 

Residential (R-3)                                                     uses exclusively. 

 

SECTION IV.  BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that all ordinances or parts of 

ordinances in conflict herewith be, and the same are, repealed to the extent of such conflict 

but not further or otherwise. 

 

SECTION V.  BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this ordinance takes effect from 

and after the date of its final passage, the public welfare requiring it. 
 

Passed on first reading the 19th day of February 2019. 

 

 

 ________________________________ 

 Mayor  

ATTEST: 

 

 

___________________________________ 

City Administrator        
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Passed on second and final reading the 5th day of March 2019.   

 

 

  

 ________________________________ 

 Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

__________________________________ 

City Administrator 
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ORDINANCE NO. 3630 

ENTITLED AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE 

CITY OF MORRISTOWN, TENNESSEE, APPENDIX B. {Rezoning of West Park 

Commons, Lot 7R located along Old Highway 11E}. 

 

SECTION I.  WHEREAS, the Morristown Planning Commission has recommended 

to the City Council of the City of Morristown that a certain amendment be made to 

Ordinance No. 2092, known as the Zoning Ordinance for the City of Morristown, Appendix 

B; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, in order to carry into effect the said amendment: 

SECTION II.  BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Morristown that 

Ordinance No. 2092 be and the same hereby is amended so as to provide that the following 

described real estate be rezoned from R-2 (Medium Density Residential) to R-3 (Heavy 

Density Residential);   
 

To include the whole of Lot 7R of the final plat as recorded in Plat Book L Plat, page 

120 of West Park Commons, Lot 7 Davis and Stanley Property and Adjoining 

Property;  

 

SECTION III. BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that all maps, records and necessary 

minute entries be changed so as to effect the amendment as herein provided, to the extent 

that the area herein above described shall be permitted to be used for Heavy Density 

Residential (R-3) uses exclusively. 

 

SECTION IV.  BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that all ordinances or parts of 

ordinances in conflict herewith be, and the same are, repealed to the extent of such conflict 

but not further or otherwise. 

 

SECTION V.  BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this ordinance takes effect from 

and after the date of its final passage, the public welfare requiring it. 

 

 

Passed on first reading the 19th day of February 2019. 

 

 

 ________________________________ 

 Mayor  

ATTEST: 

 

 

___________________________________ 

City Administrator        
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Passed on second and final reading the ________ day of ___________________, 2019.   

 

 

 ________________________________ 

 Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

__________________________________ 

City Administrator 
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RESOULTION NO. ________ 

AUTHORIZING THE APPLICATION FOR THE 2019 FEDERALLY 

FUNDED HOME GRANT FOR HOUSING REHABILITATION FOR 

LOW INCOME HOUSEHOLDS 

WHEREAS the City Council of Morristown recognizes the need for housing 

rehabilitation for low income residents residing within the city; and 

WHEREAS the City Council of Morristown desires to provide housing 

rehabilitation services to these residents; and 

WHEREAS the City Council of Morristown understands that the U.S. 

Department of Housing and Urban Development allows for assistance through the 

HOME program, administered by the Tennessee Housing Development Agency 

(THDA), to provide housing rehabilitation for low-income persons, and 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of Morristown 

does hereby authorize the Mayor of Morristown to file an application for 2019 

HOME funds with Tennessee Housing Development Agency (THDA) not to exceed 

$500,000. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution takes effect from and 

after its passage, the public welfare requiring it.  

Adopted and approved this 5th day of March 2019 

 

_________________________________ 

 Gary Chesney, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

___________________________________ 

Anthony W. Cox, City Administrator 

Return to Agenda



 RESOLUTION NO. _____ 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF MORRISTOWN,  

TENNESSEE, URGING THE. TENNESSEE   LEGISLATURE   AND 

GOVERNOR BILL LEE TO ADOPT A STATE HISTORIC TAX 

INCENTIVE, TITLED THE MAIN STREET HISTORIC 

REHABILITATION AND TOURISM REVITALIZATION ACT 

 

 WHEREAS, thirty-five states offer tax incentives for rehabilitation of 

income producing historic structures, including every state surrounding Tennessee; 

and; 

 

 WHEREAS, these rehabilitation incentives consistently demonstrate a strong 

return on investment in other states; and 

 

 WHEREAS, adoption of a state historic tax credit will enable the City of 

Morristown, Tennessee and other communities in the state of Tennessee to compete 

with neighboring states for investment in revitalizing historic structures and to spur 

economic activity throughout the state; and 

 

 WHEREAS, adoption of a state historic tax credit will be particularly 

beneficial for the City of Morristown, Tennessee, since its downtown commercial 

core has an abundance of historic buildings that contribute to the character and 

culture of the city and its appeal as a place to live; and 

 

 WHEREAS, a state historic tax incentive would offer investors in 

Morristown, Tennessee, a credit on approved rehabilitation of historic structures; and 

 

WHEREAS, a state historic tax incentive could be combined with the 20 

percent federal historic tax credit to improve the return on investment for approved 

rehabilitation of historic income-producing properties; and 

 

WHEREAS, between fiscal years 2002 and 2017, the federal historic tax 

credit enabled the completion of 190 rehabilitation projects in the State of 

Tennessee; and 

 

WHEREAS, Tennessee's historic rehabilitation tax incentive will require the 

private sector to make an initial investment and the state will not award any credits 

until a building's rehabilitation is certified; and 

 

WHEREAS, redeveloping underutilized and vacant historic buildings puts 

them back into productive use, increases their value for property tax purposes, and 

reduces the potential for codes enforcement issues, as well as vandalism and other 

crimes involving those underutilized and vacant historic buildings; and 
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WHEREAS, these economic development incentives create highly paid local 

jobs that often require craftsmen skilled at repairing historic windows, plaster, 

masonry, and flooring; and 

 

WHEREAS, historic tax incentives will enhance Tennessee's tourism 

economy because heritage tourists typically stay longer and spend more money when 

compared with other travelers; and 

 

WHEREAS, for the reasons set out above, the Crossroads Downtown 

Partnership urges the City Council of the City of Morristown, Tennessee to express 

its support for The Main Street Historic Rehabilitation and Tourism Revitalization 

Act. 

  

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Morristown, 

Tennessee, that the City Council urges the Tennessee Legislature and the Governor 

of Tennessee to adopt a state historic tax incentive, titled The Main Street Historic 

Rehabilitation and Tourism Revitalization Act, or such substantially similar 

legislation as may be introduced under a different caption. 

  

This Resolution shall be effective from and after its adoption. 

 

 Passed on this the 5th day of March 2019 

 

 

 

     ______________________________ 

Gary Chesney, Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

________________________________ 

Anthony W. Cox, City Administrator 
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Main Street Historic Tourism and Revitalization Act 
 

(House/Senate Bill Numbers)  
 

The Main Street Historic Tourism and Revitalization Act will drive private investment back into our smaller, rural towns 

by offering a tax incentive for the qualified rehabilitation of Tennessee’s historic buildings. The incentive is tiered based 

on areas with the greatest need with a specific focus on reinvestment in our Main Street communities.  While limited both 

at the individual project level and the total annual expenditure, the incentive will enable Tennessee to compete with 

neighboring states for outside investment.  Joining the thirty-five states across the country that have enacted such 

incentives will help create good local jobs, promote small business development and bring more people back downtown.  

 

Why Enact a Tennessee Historic Tax Incentive?   
 

Create Highly Paid Local Jobs. Rehabilitation projects are 

on average 60 percent labor and 40 percent materials 

compared to new construction costs of about 40 percent 

labor and 60 percent materials. Labor is usually hired locally 

and often includes higher-paid craftsmen skilled at repairing 

historic windows, plaster, masonry, and flooring. 

 

A Consistently Strong Return on Investment.  

Tennessee’s historic rehabilitation incentive will require the 

private sector to make an initial investment and the state will 

not award any credits until a building’s rehabilitation is 

certified. According to the 2016 analysis by Baker Tilly 

Virchow Krause, LLP, Wisconsin Historic Tax Credit 

Analysis, 40 percent of the credit is paid back in state taxes 

before the building is finished and the remainder is recouped 

by the state in 4 years. After the repayment period, 

rehabilitated buildings continue to generate new local and state tax revenues.  

 

Leverages Significant Private Investment. More than a dozen studies document the significant investment that is 

attracted to states that offer a state historic tax credit. A 2015 assessment conducted for the Ohio Development Services 

Agency, for example, estimates that every dollar in state historic tax credits attracts an average of $6.20 in private 

investment. 

 

Boosts Tourism and Creates Thriving Communities Attractive to Relocating Businesses. 

Cultural heritage travel studies at the local, state and national level in the past 20 years have 

consistently shown that tourists who travel to experience culture and heritage will stay longer 

and spend more money at a destination. According to the last national study of heritage tourism, 

72% tourists want to visit places where the destination, buildings and surroundings retain 

their historic character. Tourism is Tennessee’s second largest economic sector, and a historic 

tax incentive will expand this economy by creating more vibrant historic downtowns for visitors, 

locals, and businesses.  

Program Specifics  
 

Tiered economic incentive focuses investment where it is needed most.   

• 10% for Williamson and Davidson counties 

• 20% for Knox, Hamilton and Shelby counties 

• 30% for other counties in the state 

• Main Street Incentive:  an additional 5 percent credit will be available for historic 

rehabilitation projects in state-approved Main Street, Tennessee Downtown 

communities and smaller Certified Local Governments. 

 

AFTER EXPANDING THE FEDERAL 
HISTORIC TAX CREDIT IN 1984, 
PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 
SAID, "Our historic tax credits 
have made the preservation of 
our older buildings not only a 
matter of respect for beauty and 
history, but of course for 
economic good sense." To hear 
President Reagan’s message, 
Click Here 
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Offsets different types of tax liability to attract investment from a variety of taxpayers     

➢ The Tennessee historic tax credit will reduce Premium taxes, Retaliatory taxes, Income taxes, Property taxes, 

Business taxes, Sales and Use taxes, and Bank and financial institution taxes  

 

Ability to transfer historic tax credits to entities with actual tax liability. 

➢ Where property owners do not have significant tax liability, the state will be able to issue a tax certificate that is 

transferrable to an entity with the state tax liability. Texas, another state without an income tax, uses this highly 

successful model and small Main Street business owners find it to be an effective incentive to encourage 

substantive rehabilitation of their properties because they do not have to create an expensive limited liability 

corporation.  

 

To qualify, historic buildings must be income-producing and substantially rehabilitated.  

➢ The incentive is only awarded after the building is rehabilitated, generating income, and certified by the 

Tennessee Historical Commission. Additionally, rehabilitation expenses must exceed 50% of the purchase price 

of the property, ensuring rehabilitation projects are significant and transformative.  

 

Limits on the incentive ensure the State will meet its annual budget objectives.   

➢ The Main Street Historic Rehabilitation and Tourism Revitalization Act limits the amount of tax credits to $4 

million per project and $40 million annually.  One half of the credits issued per year are reserved for historic 

rehabilitation projects in rural counties. 

 

Framework to Administer a Tennessee historic tax credit is already in place.   

➢ Historic rehabilitation incentives are approved by the Tennessee Historical Commission using the existing process 

for evaluating federal historic tax credits. The agency certifies the significance of the older building the 

rehabilitation work itself and keeps records impacts such as the number of jobs created both during and after the 

renovation process. 

 

➢ Applications will be reviewed on a first-come, first-serve basis.  The incentive allows businesses, nonprofits, and 

long-term lessees to renovate certified historic buildings according to the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 

Rehabilitation. Work must start within 18 months of the approval by the Tennessee Historical Commission.  

 

 

  

 

For more information, contact:   
 

Ashley E. Cates, Executive Vice President, AIA Tennessee   PH: 615.255.3860 or E-mail: ashley@aiatn.org  
 

Renee Kuhlman, Director of Policy Outreach, National Trust for Historic Preservation  PH: 540.951.1661 or E-mail: 

ruhlman@savingplaces.org   

More projects like the 2014 conversation of the 1915 C.C. 
Card Auto Company building into 14 loft apartments and two 
commercial spaces would be encouraged by the adoption of 
a state historic tax credit. One new business in the renovated 
building, Stack Southern Bistro, hired 25 employees while the 
other new business, the AR Cleveland DIY Workshop, is hiring 
11 employees for its opening on March 2, 2019.  

Made possible by federal historic tax credits, the renovation 
also had a catalytic impact in the Main Street of Cleveland 
(pop. 44,400). The building next door was converted into the 
new Mash & Hops microbrewery and The Press winery 
opened just two doors away. MainStreet Cleveland director 
Sharon Marr says the renovation “has been a huge catalyst 
for downtown and is helping turn First Street into a 
developing entertainment district.”   

Photo courtesy of MainStreet Cleveland which promotes 
community economic health, local quality of life, pride and 
community history because they are all factors in industrial, 
commercial and professional recruitment. 
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Morristown City Council 

Agenda Item Summary 

 
Date:  February 27, 2019 

 

Agenda Item:  Surplus Inventory 

 

Prepared by:  Joey Barnard 

 

Subject:  Approval to declare inventory items as surplus 

  

Background/History:  The Morristown Police Department has accumulated sixty-

seven (67) Mobile Data Terminals (MDT’s) that have been stored at the Dice Street 

location. These items can no longer be utilized, and the City of Morristown wishes to 

declare these items as surplus.  This storage location has been cleaned out in 

preparation for the expansion of the Tennessee College of Applied Technology that 

will take over the property.   

 

Financial Impact:  None. 

 

Action options/Recommendations:  The City of Morristown is seeking approval 

to declare the inventory items as surplus and to properly dispose of them. 

 

Attachments:  None.  
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