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SUBJECT: Pasco County Burn Ban

FROM: Mike Carballa, P.E. REFERENCES: Pasco County Ordinance
County Administrator 46-73(c), Prohibited Acts,
No Open Burning

At times, Pasco County experiences dry weather conditions for an extended period of time due to
lack of rainfall and other related atmospheric conditions, which have been known to cause an
increase in brush fires and uncontrolled wildfires. When appropriate, it is in the best interest of public
health, safety, and welfare for Pasco County to implement a burn ban as quickly as possible to
address atmospheric conditions that increase this risk, and to revoke a burn ban as soon as this risk
no longer poses a threat.

As the statewide Keetch-Byram Drought Index (KBDI) continues to rise, property loss and fire
damage potential increases across Pasco County. Pursuant to Pasco County Ordinance 46-73(c)
Open Burning - Prohibited Acts, Pasco County is now under a “Burn Ban” with exception to a Florida
Forest Service issued burn authorization, effective Tuesday, April 22, 2025, until conditions improve
to a point lawful open burning can resume, under my authority, by recommendation of the Pasco
County Fire Marshal, designee of the Pasco County Fire Chief.
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**PRESS RELEASE***
EMERGENCY BURN BAN IN EFFECT FOR PASCO COUNTY

Pasco County, Fla. (April 22, 2025) — A Burn Ban, which prohibits the ignition and burning
of open fires, with exception to a Florida Forest Service issued burn authorization, is now in
effect in all Pasco County. Under Pasco County’s Ordinance Code (46-73(c) Opening
Burning — Prohibited Acts), County Administrator Michael Carballa executed the Burn Ban
in the best interest of public health, safety, and welfare for Pasco County residents and
guests. On April 22, 2025 the Burn Ban went into effect based on the drought index and
conditions, at the recommendation of the Pasco County Fire Marshal, designee for the
Pasco County Fire Chief, and will remain in effect until conditions improve to a point lawful
open burning can resume.

The countywide, mandatory Burn Ban prohibits all outdoor burning that has not
been permitted by the Florida Forest Service. Bonfires, campfires, and the
burning of vegetative (yard) debris is not allowed at this time.

Above ground charcoal, gas, and electric grills, however, are permitted for use. Pasco
County urges everyone to ensure charcoals are extinguished upon completion of cooking
when using grills. Barrel-type barbecue smokers are also allowed, as this is not considered
“open burning.” If you are using these methods of cooking, avoid using outdoor cooking
methods if in close proximity to heavily wooded areas.

Anyone who violates the Burn Ban can be punished either by imprisonment for a term not
to exceed 60 days or a fine not to exceed $500 or by both.

For additional information, please call the Pasco County Office Fire Marshal’s Office at 813-929-
2737. To report a violation of the Burn Ban, please contact Pasco County Emergency
Communications Center at 800-547-9427.



