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Department of
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Code Compliance

Planning Commission Draft Agenda
Regular Meeting
Thursday, August 27, 2020
6:30 p.m. County Board Room

This meeting is being held electronically in accord with Virginia Code Section 15.2-1413. The meeting
is accessible by:

If you would like to participate in the meeting using Zoom:
https://zoom.us/j/5053851421?pwd=V2piSHFneFRLUUE2bjNgQnR3emZoUT09

Meeting ID: 505 385 1421
Password: 200726

One tap mobile
+19294362866,,5053851421#,,1#,200726# US (New York)
+13017158592,,5053851421#,,1#,200726# US (Germantown)

Dial by your location
+1 929 436 2866 US (New York)
+1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

During the public comment period you may raise your hand using the Zoom controls on your screen or
press *9 on your phone. Visit the Zoom Help Center for more information.
Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/ajq8Q1xFF

If you would like to watch the meeting in real time use this link:
https://www.youtube.com/c/princegeorgevirginia

Public comments may be made in person during any meeting. You may also submit any public
comments on our website at
https://www.princegeorgecountyva.gov/departments/board_of supervisors/public_comment_form.php.

Any public comments received via Zoom, in person or by website form up until the public comment
section is closed by the Chairman of the Planning Commission on August 27" shall be entered into the
meeting minutes.

P.O. Box 68 — 6602 Courts Drive, Prince George, VA 23875
Phone: 804.722.8659 - Fax: 804.722.0702
www.princegeorgecountyva.gov




I. Callto Order
II.  Roll Call
III. Invocation
IV. Pledge of Allegiance to the U.S. Flag
V. Adoption of Meeting Agenda
VI.  Draft Meeting Minutes — July 23, 2020 [2]
VII. Citizen Comment Period
VIiil.  Old Business
DRAFT RESIDENTIAL POULTRY ORDINANCE UPDATE [3]
DRAFT SIGN ORDINANCE UPDATE [4]
DRAFT INDUSTRIAL DISTRICTS ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS UPDATE [5]
IX. Planner’s Communications to the Commission [6]
a) Actions of the Board of Zoning Appeals
b) Actions of the Board of Supervisors
i. August 11" Outcomes

¢) Comprehensive Plan Update

P.0. Box 68 — 6602 Courts Drive, Prince George, VA 23875
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DRAFT MINUTES
Planning Commission
County of Prince George, Virginia

July 23, 2020

County Administration Building, Board Room, Third Floor
6602 Courts Drive, Prince George, Virginia 23875

This meeting was held electronically in accord with Virginia Code Section 15.2-1413. The
meeting was accessible by:

Zoom: https://zoom.us/i/50538514212pwd=V2piSHFneFRLUUE2biNgOnR3emZoUT09
Meeting ID: 505 385 1421
Password: 200726

One tap mobile
+19294362866,,91749744760#,,1#,106239# US (New York)
+13017158592,,91749744760#,,1#,106239# US (Germantown)

Dial by your location

+1 929 436 2866 US (New York)
+1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
+1253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)

+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

MEETING CONVENED. The Regular Meeting of the Prince George County Planning
Commission was called to order at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, July 23, 2020 in the Board Room,
County Administration Building, 6602 Courts Drive, Prince George, Virginia by Chairman
Bresko.

ATTENDANCE. The following members responded to Roll Call:

Mr. Simmons Present
Mrs. Elder Present
Chairman Bresko Present
Mr. Joyner Absent
Mr. Easter Present
Vice-Chairman Brown Present
Mr. Brockwell Absent

Also present: Julie C. Walton, Deputy County Administrator, Cliff Young, Director of IT,
Horace Wade, Planner, Tim Graves and Missy Greaves-Smith, Administrative Support Specialist

INVOCATION. Mr. Easter provided the Invocation.




PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG. Chairman Bresko led in the Pledge of
Allegiance to the United States flag.

ADOPTION OF MEETING AGENDA. Chairman Bresko asked the Commissioners for a
motion to approve the Meeting Agenda for the July 23, 2020 Planning Commission. Mrs. Elder
made a motion to approve the Meeting Agenda and the motion was seconded by Vice-Chairman
Brown.

In favor: (5) Bresko, Brown, Simmons, Elder, Easter
Abstain: (0)
Absent: (2) Joyner, Brockwell

APPROVAL OF THE MEETING MINUTES. Chairman Bresko asked the Commissioners to
review the June 25, 2020 Minutes of the Planning Commission for approval. Mrs. Elder made a
motion to approve the Minutes as presented and the motion was seconded by Mr. Simmons. Roll
was called on the motion.

In favor: (5) Bresko, Brown, Simmons, Elder, Easter
Abstain: (0)
Absent: (2) Joyner, Brockwell

NOMINATION OF PLANNING COMMISSION CIP COMMITTEE MEMBERS.
Chairman Bresko asked for two (2) nominees from the Planning Commission to serve on the CIP
Committee. Mr. Brown nominated Mr. Joyner and Mrs. Elder to serve on the 2022-2031 CIP
Committee. The motion was seconded by Mr. Easter. Roll was called on the motion.

In favor: (5) Bresko, Brown, Simmons, Elder, Easter
Abstain; (0)
Absent: (2) Joyner, Brockwell

CITIZEN COMMENT PERIOD. At 6:35 p.m., Chairman Bresko opened the Citizen
Comment Period to anyone who wished to come forward to speak to the Commissioners on only
topics that were not on the agenda. Citizens were asked to limit their comments to three (3)
minutes.

Mr. Robert Leinberger, 7491 Trailing Rock Road, addressed the Commissioners with concerns
of the current ordinance referencing the keeping of chickens. Mr. Leinberger lives in the
Branchester Lakes Subdivision. He stated he has two (2) hens in a coop with a run. He specified
how it is a great learning incentive for children. Neighbors have brought their children over to
his yard to learn more about the keeping of chickens. Mr. Leinberger asked the Commissioners
to consider amending the current ordinance. He feels the current ordinance needs to be changed
in reference to the right to have them in residential areas.

Mr. Graves asked if any of the participants on Zoom wished to speak during the Citizen
Comment Period to raise their electronic hand. With no one else coming forward and no
notifications on Zoom, the Citizen Comment Period closed at 6:40 p.m.



NEW BUSINESS.

DRAFT RESIDENTIAL POULTRY ORDINANCE UPDATE

Mr. Graves presented to the Commissioners a brief overview of the current ordinance and
highlighted other localities” ordinances. He provided a sample ordinance from Warren County,
Virginia, which has a similar population as Prince George County, for comparison.

Mr. Graves explained the main objections were to review the request and give background
information, preview and consider ordinance changes, decide if any changes are warranted and
provide feedback on specific provisions.

Mr. Graves referenced the Minutes from a 2013 Planning Commission meeting when staff
initially recommended up to six (6) chickens to be permitted on at least one (1) acre. Staff later
increased the recommended minimum lot size to two (2) acres in order to mirror the
requirements and provide a single minimum lot size for all animal types.

Staff Comments/Recommendations:
e Allow some (2-6) chickens on less than two (2) acres
e Setback requirements offers a way to limit where chickens are allowed
¢ Requirements should be generally consistent for all zoning districts, with some extra
allowances in R-A and A-1 Zoning Districts

Mr. Graves previewed some possible changes the Commission may consider. He listed the
number of chickens and minimum acreage, setbacks, permissions for roosters, gamecocks and
peacocks as possible changes.

Mr. Simmons asked Mr. Graves what has driven this request for an update or to change this
ordinance. Mr. Graves indicated a complaint was received in reference to a neighbor having
chickens on a property in a subdivision.

Mr. Easter asked if a chicken coop needed to be surrounded by fencing separate from the
residential yard fencing. Mr. Graves indicated a fence needs to be around the whole poultry coop
area and meet the setback requirements.

Mr. Simmons expressed his concerns. He stated, we need to keep in mind the opinions and
concerns of the neighbors and how changes to the ordinance would affect them. People that have
chickens need to be “good neighbors” to people that live around them.

Chairman Bresko asked Mr. Graves if someone complained about a neighbor having chickens in
R-1, who would handle the complaint? Mr. Graves stated that the Planning staff would look into

the complaint to see if they are in compliance or not.

Mr. Graves reviewed an ordinance amendment draft with the Commissioners and provided
options for changes. Staff requested that the Commissioners review the information and provide
any suggestions and provide additional feedback by July 3 1%,



Mr. Brown identified Mr. Leinberger wanting to address the Commission again. Mr. Leinberger
provided the Commissioners with a handout he had prepared in reference to his property and the
location of his chicken coop on his property.

Mr. Simmons asked if the problem could be resolved by changing the minimum acreage allowed
and the setbacks. The acreage size and the setback requirements need to be discussed at a
minimum, stated Mr. Graves.

DRAFT SIGN ORDINANCE UPDATE

Mr. Wade presented to the Commissioners an update and overview of the timeline of the Draft
Sign Ordinance. In February 2019, the Planning Commission (PC) held a Public Hearing and
recommended approval to the Board of Supervisors (BOS). In April 2019, a Community
Meeting was held for citizen feedback. In July 2019, the BOS remanded the Sign Ordinance
back to the PC and a subcommittee was formed to review the ordinance. Mr. Easter and Mr.
Simmons were the PC representatives. The committee focused on concerns the BOS noted with
the ordinance.

Mr. Wade explained the purpose of the proposed Draft Sign Ordinance is to eliminate content
based sign rules, making all signs equal under the law, and to provide enhanced standards for
signage per the Comprehensive Plan Goal. Mr. Wade briefly reviewed content language
removed, new sections added and areas not affected. He stated the Sign Ordinance prohibits new
billboards, vehicles as signs and people as signs. He reviewed examples of existing permitted
signs that are in compliance and examples of freestanding signage setbacks with proposed
setback changes.

Staff asked the Commissioners to review the revised ordinance and provide additional feedback
by July 31°. In addition, staff would like to solicit public input in August and then have the final
draft ready for the August 27" Planning Commission meeting so a Public Hearing could be held
in September.

Mr. Simmons asked Mr. Wade how he was going to solicit public input. He stated he planned to
reach out the local business owners and sign companies for their comments.

Mrs. Elder asked about old billboards that were no longer in use and would they have to be
removed after a certain amount of time? Mr. Wade stated in some localities’ ordinances, if a sign
had not been used within two (2) years, it would be required to be removed. He stated this
language could be added to this draft ordinance if desired.

INDUSTRIAL DISTRICTS ORDINANCE AMENDMENT
Inclusion of M-1 uses in M-2 District, and M-1 and M-2 uses in M-3 District

Mr. Wade listed the information included in their packets: a memo to the PC from Mr. Wade, a
memo from Yoti Jabri, Prince George Economic Development Specialist, and an email from
Nick Walker from Roslyn Farm Corporation. These memos are in reference to industrial
developers requesting the County to amend the County Ordinance to allow M-1 uses in M-2
Zoning District and to allow M-1 and M-2 uses in the M-3 Zoning District.



Mr. Wade suggested that staff could prepare a draft ordinance amendment to address these
concerns. Chairman Bresko asked the Commissioners for their consent to move forward. The
Commissioners agreed for staff to draft an amendment.

Planner’s Communications to the Commission.

Mr.Wade presented to the Commissioners the following updates:

1. Actions of the Board of Zoning Appeals
a. No cases
b. August 24, 2020 meeting has been cancelled

2. Actions of the Board of Supervisors (BOS)
a. Two (2) Special Exceptions for solar facilities pending
b. Solar Facility Siting Policy is scheduled for 8/11
c. BOS meeting on 7/14 approved:
i. Rezoning Case - Route 460
ii. Rezoning Amendment Case — Prince George Drive
iii. Special Exception for a Home Occupation

d. Comprehensive Plan Update
1. Staff has asked VDOT to review the County’s current plans and
provide feedback

3. General Comments
a. New Six Month Goals
i. Sign Ordinance to the BOS
ii. Food Truck Ordinance to the BOS

Adjournment.

At 7:48 p.m., Chairman Bresko asked the Commissioners if they had any questions; if not he
would entertain a motion to adjourn. Mrs. Elder made a motion to adjourn and the motion was
seconded by Vice-Chairman Brown. Roll was called on the motion.

In favor: (5) Bresko, Brown, Simmons, Elder, Easter
Abstain: (0)
Absent: (2) Joyner, Brockwell



Residential Poultry Ordinance Update
Planning Commission Meeting
August 27,2020

Staff continues to work on a draft ordinance amendment regarding residential poultry including
backyard chickens.

Most recently, Staff provided an update to the Board of Supervisors during the August 1 1" Work
Session. During the discussion following the update, individual board members provided their
thoughts which are summarized below:

e Four (4) to six (6) hens should be allowed with setback requirements and with a coop
e Two (2) chickens may not be enough to provide eggs for weekly consumption
e Less than one (1) acre (typical for R-1) may be small for allowing chickens
o  Staff should solicit additional community feedback for such a change
e Consider whether a permit or other form of control could reasonably be added to address
nuisance situations
o Relaxed enforcement/grace period for violations related to the changes being considered
e Salmonella does not spread to those who do not handle the chickens directly

In response to the Board of Supervisors’ input, Staff has updated the draft ordinance and proposes
to take the following next steps:

1. Update the draft ordinance based on any feedback from the Planning Commission
2. Post informational material and questionnaire for public feedback on the County website
3. Conduct public outreach publications:
a. The County’s website
b. Newspaper advertisement
c. Pressrelease
d. HOAs
4. At the September 24" Planning Commission Meeting:
a. Provide the Commission with a summary of input received and an updated draft
ordinance.
b. Request consensus from the Commission on whether to advertise for a Public
Hearing for a proposed ordinance amendment.

Attachments:
1. Draft Ordinance Amendment (Version dated §-18-2020)

2. Summary of Changes
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Residential Poultry
Draft Ordinance Amendment
Version 8-18-20

GUIDE:
o EXAMPLE Black font with strikethrough indicates that text is proposed to be REMOVED from the
zoning ordinance. _
o Bold black font indicates a heading existing in the ordinance which is not proposed to be changed.
e Plain black font indicates relevant text existing in the ordinance which is not proposed to be changed.
e Red font signifies that text is proposed to be ADDED to the zoning ordinance.
e Yellow highlighting indicates items that have been adjusted since the previous revision

CHAPTER 90 - ZONING
ARTICLE I — IN GENERAL
Sec. 90-1. — Definitions.

Agriculture means the tilling of the soil, the raising of crops, horticulture, forestry and gardening, including the
keeping of animals and fowl and any agricultural industry or business, such as fruit packing plants, dairies or
similar uses.

Animal unit is a measurement defined as a single slaughter or feeder cattle or its equivalent of: 2.5 swine, each
weighing over 55 pounds; 0.5 horse; ten sheep or lambs; 0.67 mature dairy cattle; 55 turkeys; or 100 laying hens
or broilers.

Apiary means a place where bee colonies or hives are kept and that contains an on-site water source for honey
production and bees wax related products.

Coop means the enclosed space or shelter provided for poultry.
Pen means a small enclosure for the concentrated confinement and housing of animals or poultry; a place for
feeding and fattening animals or a coop. Enclosed pasture or range with an area in excess of 100 feet for each

hog or small animal or 200 square feet for each larger animal shall not be regarded as a pen.

Poultry means domesticated fowl normally raised on a farm such as chickens, ducks, geese, turkeys, doves,
guinea hens, peacocks, pigeons, and other similar domesticated poultry or fowl.

Run means the outdoor space provided for poultry which is fenced or enclosed on the top and sides with
chicken wire mesh or a similar fenced material to effectively maintain such poultry on the premises.

Slaughtering means the killing of animals, usually domesticated livestock for food or for personal use or
consumption only meeting USDA requirements.

ARTICLE XXIII - MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

Sec. 90-1035.1. — Requirements for pRoultry and bees as an accessory use. in- R-E- R-1-R-2-and-R-3-distriets

Page 1 0of 5
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In order to protect the health, safety and welfare of animals, animal owners, and the residents of the surrounding
community, tFhe following conditions shall be met:

(1) Poultry and bees on an individual parcel, or contiguous parcels under single ownership:
a. Number of poultry permitted:
i. Up to 4 poultry on at least 0.5 acre (21,780 square feet);
ii. 1 additional poultry for each additional 0.5 acre in excess of 1 acre.
b. No roosters, gamecocks or male peacocks, uniess located in R-A or A-1 district and at least
500 feet from any dwelling on an adjacent lot.
c¢. Slaughtering of poultry is prohibited unless for personal use.
d. No more than two bee hives on parcels of at least two acres. For each additional two acres
" in excess of two acres, two bee hives shall be permitted.

(2) The owner of the poultry shall employ effective means to contain the poultry on the property at all
times. A coop and run shall be provided and shall meet the following requirements:
a. The coop and run combined shall provide a minimum of 10 square feet per poultry and shall not
exceed ten feet in height.
b. Located in the rear yard or exceed minimum front and corner side setback requirements for a
principal structure.
c. Minimum setback from rear and side property lines:
i. 25 feet for up to 4 poultry,
ii. 50 feet for 5 to 12 poultry,
iii. 100 feet for more than 12 poultry.

(3) Storage of feed, grain and hay shall be provided and it shall be properly maintained. A bedding area
shall be provided and maintained in a sanitary manner for such poultry. Bee keepers shall maintain an
on-site water source near the apiary.

(4) The keeping of poultry and bees shall be done in such a manner so as not to be reasonably
objectionable to the neighborhood by reason of odor, dust, insects, aeise; air pollution or water
pollution. No animal waste may be put into household trash. Animal waste sheuld-shall be composted
properly on site or shat-be disposed of in separate-containers: which are removed from the premises
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regularly. The keeping of poultry as a permitted accessory use shall be subject to the public nuisance
provisions of Sec 6-14.

(5) The keeping of poultry and bees is for personal use only; no retail or wholesale use may be made of
poultry and bees as an accessory use, except in R-A or A-1 zoning districts. However, their by-products
such as eggs, honey and beeswax products may be sold off-site at farmer's markets or at retail stores as

regulated by eertain applicable state or federal agencies.

ARTICLE IL - A-1 GENERAL AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT

Sec. 90-52. - Uses and structures permitted by right.
The following uses and structures are permitted by right in the A-1 general agricultural district:

(2) Livestock, dairy or poultry facilities, other than those ef-an-aceessory-use-natare permitted as an
accessory use, are permitted subject to the following requirements:
a. Minimum acreage requirements in individual ownership may consist of one or more
contiguous parcels: less than 150 animal units, 75 acres; 150 to 299 animal units, 150 acres; 300
or more animal units, 225 acres.
b. Setbacks, measured from the edge of the area of enclosure or fenced area as well as area of
nutrient application, are as follows:
1. Existing dwellings, not on the same parcel as the facility, one mile.
2. Public facilities or other places of congregation, one mile.
3. Zoning district boundary other than A-1 general agricultural and individual or public
water supplies, 1,000 feet.
4. Existing recorded subdivision boundary, one mile.
c. A nutrient management plan will be developed for all livestock, dairy or poultry facilities
with no minimum requirement for animal unit numbers. This plan must be reviewed and
approved by the state department of conservation and recreation or local cooperative extension
office and will be updated every five years.

Sec. 90-54. - Accessory uses and structures permitted.
(b) The following contained or fenced animal and poultry operations are considered accessory uses but are
subject to the noted provisions:

(1) Fowl-and-poultrynot-to-exceed250-birds-per-tract-Maintaining poultry and bees as defined in 90-
1035.1

53 Apiary b ¢ tion-and] ot

ARTICLE IIL — R-A RESIDENTIAL AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT

Sec. 90-104. - Accessory uses and structures permitted.
(b) The following contained or fenced animal and poultry operations are considered accessory uses with the R-
A residential agricultural district, but are subject to the noted provisions:

(1) Eowl-and-poultry:net-to-exceed-250-birds-per-tract-Maintaining poultry and bees as defined in 90-
1035.1

6 Apiaryfor etionand] i,

ARTICLE IV. - R-E RESIDENTIAL ESTATE DISTRICT
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Sec. 90-152. - Permitted uses.
The following are permitted uses in the R-E residential estate district:

(8- Maintainingpoultry-and-bees-as-defined-in-00-1035-1

Sec. 90-160. - Accessory uses and structures permitted.
(b) The following are considered accessory uses within the R-E residential estate district, but are subject to the
noted provisions:

(3) Maintaining poultry and bees as defined in 90-1035.1

ARTICLE V. - R-1 LIMITED RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT

Sec. 90-202. - Permitted uses.
In the R-1 limited residential district, structures to be erected or land to be used shall be one or more of the
following uses:

Sec. 90-210. - Accessory uses and structures permitted.
(b) The following are considered accessory uses within the R-1 limited residential district, but are subject to the
noted provisions:

(3) Maintaining poultry and bees as defined in 90-1035.1

ARTICLE VL — R-2 LIMITED RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT

Sec. 90-242. - Permitted uses.

In the R-2 limited residential district, structures to be erected or land to be used shall be for one or more of the
following uses:

P Mgttt 1 . - .

Sec. 90-250. - Accessory uses and structures permitted.
€&} (b) The following are considered accessory uses within the R-2 limited residential district, but are subject to
the noted provisions:

(3) Maintaining poultry and bees as defined in 90-1035.1

ARTICLE VIL - R-3 GENERAL RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT

Sec. 90-292. - Permitted uses.

In the R-3 general residential district, structures to be erected or land to be used shall be for one or more of the
following uses:

i § st ] v Ta—

Sec. 90-300. - Accessory uses and structures permitted.
(b) The following are considered accessory uses within the R-3 general residential district, but are subject to the
noted provisions:

(3) Maintaining poultry and bees as defined in_90-1035.1
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ARTICLE VIII. - MHR MOBILE HOME DISTRICT

Sec. 90-342. — Permitted Uses
In the mobile home residential district MHR, structures to be erected or land to be used shall be for one or more
of the following uses:

Sec. 90-350. - Accessory uses and structures permitted.
(b) The following are considered accessory uses within the MHR Mobile home residential district, but are

subject to the noted provisions:
(3) Maintaining poultry and bees as defined in_90-1035.1

CHAPTER 6 — ANIMALS

ARTICLE I - IN GENERAL

Sec. 6-14. - Animals that create a public nuisance.
All owners of animals shall exercise proper care and control of their animals to prevent them from becoming a
public nuisance. Animals that are not properly cared for or controlled shall constitute a public nuisance when
they unreasonably interfere with the peaceful enjoyment of property or when they create unsafe conditions.
A public nuisance shall include, but is not limited to, the following acts:
(1) Chasing, threatening, harassing or otherwise acting in an aggressive manner toward persons,
bicyclists or pedestrians on any public or private property not owned or controlled by the owner on two
or more separate occasions.
(2) Chasing, threatening, harassing or injuring livestock, poultry or other domestic, companion, wild or
exotic animals on two or more occasions, unless such livestock, poultry or other domestic, companion,
wild or exotic animal is trespassing.
(3) Biting a person so as to cause physical injury on two or more separate occasions without provocation
unless in response to an actual threat to the person or property of the owner.
(4) Damaging real or personal property of a person other than the owner on two or more occasions.
(5) Overturning trash containers and scattering trash on any property not owned or controlled by the
owner on two or more occasions within a 12-month period.
(6) Habitually running at large because the owner has allowed his animal to run at large on property not
his own, three or more times within a 12-month period.
(7) Producing conditions offensive or dangerous including but not limited to:
(a) Keeping excessive numbers of animals or keeping animals in unsanitary living conditions.
(b) Maintaining animal containers or cages attracting insects, rodents or other pests;
(¢) Harboring unvaccinated animals; and
(d) Allowing odors created by animals to emanate beyond the owner's property.

This section shall not apply to: (1) livestock, poultry or other farm animals, unless specified by another ordinance
of the County Code; or (2) any person engaged in law enforcement or search and rescue activities; (3) any person
engaged in a supervised obedience training class or show; (4) any person engaged in formal sanctioned field
trials; (5) any person engaged in lawful hunting with dogs; (6) any person engaged in bona fide hunting or field
trial dog training; and (7) any person engaged in farming activities on a farm located in Prince George County.
For the purposes of this section, "engaged" means the time that a person is actively conducting or participating in
the named activity.
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Sign Ordinance Update
Planning Commission Meeting
August 27, 2020

Staff and subcommittee identified areas of improvement in the draft ordinance presented to the
Board of Supervisors in June 2019. Staff and the subcommittee reviewed the 2019 draft
ordinance and a model sign ordinance, and made recommendations to improve the ordinance.

The purpose of revising the ordinance for signage is to:

1. Remove content based restrictions on signage as an outcome of the United States
Supreme Court verdict of the Reed v. Town of Gilbert; and

2. Provide enhanced standards for signage per:

Land Use Goal: To achieve a balanced land use system that provides sufficient and
compatible land areas for all community land use needs, while protecting sensitive
natural environments and important local historic and cultural resources.

Objective 4: Adopt and maintain appropriate land use ordinances and voluntary
programs designed to guide and implement the provisions of this comprehensive
plan.

The Sign Ordinance will be a new Article within the Zoning Ordinance that will be helpful for
customers, staff, and contractors to locate Prince George County signage regulations. The Article
has separate sections with the following headings: Definitions, General Description and Intent,
Prohibited Signs, Sign Permits, Signs Not Requiring Permits, General Regulations, Sign
Setbacks and Lighting, Building Mounted Signs, Freestanding Signs, Additional Signs, Limited
Duration Signs, and Nonconforming Signs.

Proposed Schedule for adoption:

1. Review Draft Ordinance Amendment — Planning Commission Meeting July 23, 2020

2. Review Final Draft Ordinance Amendment — Planning Commission Meeting August 27,
2020

3. BOS Work Session — September 8§, 2020

4. Public Input — August & September 2020

5. Planning Commission Public Hearing — September 24, 2020

6. BOS Public Hearing — TBD



1 Signs
2 Draft Ordinance Amendment
3 Version 7-23-2020
4
5  Chapter 90 Zoning Ordinance — Sign Ordinance Sections to be Deleted
6 ARTICLEL -IN GENERAL
I 7

8  90-1 Definitions:
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ARTICLE Il. - GENERAL AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT

Sec. 90-52. A-1 Uses and structures permitted by right.
11y | ith busi .

Sec. 90-53. A-1 Uses and structures permitted by special exception.
8} Busi :
7) Directionak-si

18y H - . ,

Sec. 90-56 A-1 Setback regulations.
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ARTICLE ill. - R-A RESIDENTIAL AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT

Sec. 90-102 R-A Uses and structures permitted by right.
NG LS ith busi .

Sec. 90-103 R-A Uses and structures permitted by special exception.
16) Busi :

17) Directionak-si

18y H . o

Sec. 90-106. Setback regulations.

ARTICLE V. - R-1 LIMITED RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT

Sec. 90-202 R-1 Permitted uses.
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ARTICLE VI. - R-2 LIMITED RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT

Sec. 90-242 R-2 Permitted uses.

ARTICLE VII. - R-3 GENERAL RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT

Sec. 90-292 R-3 Permitted uses.

13) Ghurch bulletin I ! identificat ans.
\ Directionalsians.
Sec. 90-295 R-3 Setbacks

ARTICLE VIill. - MHR MOBILE HOME RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT

Sec. 90-342 MHR Permitted uses.
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“20 ARTICLE IX. - B-1 GENERAL BUSINESS DISTRICT
121 Sec. 90-392 B-1 Uses and structures permitted by right.
122 (23)-Business-sighs:

123 (24)-General-advertising-sighs-

124 {25)-Loecation-signs-

125 Sec. 90-395 B-1 Setbacks.

126

127

128

129 ARTICLE X. - M1 LIMITED INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT
130 Sec. 90-442 M-1 Permitted uses.

131 {16)-Business-signs:

132 (17-General advertising-signs-
3 “-8)-Location-sighs:

134

135 Sec. 90-446 M-1 Setbacks.

136
137

138
139 ARTICLE XI. - M-2 GENERAL INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT

140 Sec. 90-492 M-2 Permitted uses.
141 (16} Business-sighs-

142 {(17)-General-Advertising-sighs-
143 48yLocation-signs-

144

145

6
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Sec. 90-496 M-2 Setbacks.

ARTICLE Xil. - M-3 HEAVY INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT

Sec. 90-546 M-3 Setbacks.

ARTICLE XXIli. - MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS
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Sec. 90-1.1 Definitions relating to signs.

A-Frame Sign: A two-faced sign with supports that are connected at the top and
separated at the base, forming an “A” shape not more than four feet high.

Automobile: Motorized vehicle designed primarily to transport passengers and/or light
cargo on its own structure. The term automobile shall include, but not be limited to,
passenger car, pickup truck, panel truck, van and motorcycle, but shall not include a
motor vehicle or tractor trailer.

Awning: Permanent roof-like structure covered with a flexible material which provides
protection from rain or sun or is used as an archﬂectural accent

Banner: A type of limited duration sign con3|st|n,g‘of~ a plece;jof fabric or other flexible
material, other than a flag or pennant and secured so as to not be a moving sign.

Fascia: Flat horizontal band located at the base of a pitched roof, between architectural

moldings near or at the top of a wall, extending out from a building wall as a separate
wall panel, or as the outside edge of a canopy, Wthh prowdes a visible location to
mount sighage. :

Flag, commercial: Sign consisting of a plece of cloth or other flexible material, used to
attract attention to a commercial use or actMty and attached to a flag or light pole. A
commercial flag shall_bf’""nctuded in the calculatton of freestandlng signage on the
proper‘ty o L o

Flag, noncommerC/al Slgn cons&stlng of a pxece of cloth or other flexible material that
only depicts the emblem or ms&gma of a nation, political unit, educational, charitable,
religious, civic or sxmllar group, oris a decoratlve flag that does not display a
commerclal message. A noncommerc:al flag shall not be included in the calculation of
signage on the property. ‘

Motor Veh/cle Motorized vehxcle other than an automobile or tractor trailer, which is
primarily des:gned to transport passengers and cargo on its own structure; or to perform
a function such as plowing, earth moving or equipment moving. The term motor vehicle
shall include, but not be limited to, a bus and stake truck.

Outparcel: Site for a freestanding building or use within a nonresidential community.
Parapet Wall: Wall that extends above the top of a flat roof.
Pennant: Lightweight plastic, fabric or other similar material, suspended from a rope,

wire or string, usually in a series and designed to move in the wind. A pennant may or
may not contain copy.
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Refacing: Replacement of a sign face with a new face of equal size to that of the
original that does not alter any other aspect of the sign.

Roofline: Top edge of a roof or building parapet, whichever is higher, excluding any
mansards, cupolas, pylons, chimneys or minor projections.

Sign: Display of figures or copy visible to the public for the purpose of making anything
known or attracting attention. The term sign includes the sign structure and commercial
flags, but excludes works of art or architectural features that do not include or imply a
commercial message.

Sign Box: Structure that encloses the sign face and components.

Sign Copy: Any graphic, word, numeral, symbol, msagma text sample, model, device or
combination which is primarily intended to advertise, identify, or notlfy

Sign, Building Mounted: Permanently attac ‘d sign, erected or patnted on the outside
wall, roof, door or window of a building. Buﬂdmg mounted signs do not mclude
freestanding signs. t

Sign, Changeable Copy: Sign upon thch copy can b changed or altered, except for

scoreboards. Changeable copy sngns mclude the followmg'
Manual: Slgn w;th copy that can be chan ed by manual means.

Electrical: Slgn with copy that can anged or altered on a fixed display

surface composed of electrically illuminated or mechanically driven changeable
segments ,Electncal sngp s‘iznctude the foll wmg

foed message’e/ectromc Sign W|th py that has been preprogrammed to
include time, temperature and date and does not operate in a flashing, traveling
or rolling fashion.

Computer Controlled, Variable Electronic Message Center (EMC): Sign with copy that
can be changed or altered by means of computer-driven electronic impulses, excluding
fixed message electronic signs.

Sign, Freestanding: Sign supported by a fence, wall, upright structural members or
braces that are on, or in, the ground. Freestanding signs do not include building
mounted signs.

Sign, llluminated: Sign with an artificial internal or external light source that illuminates
the sign.

Sign, Limited duration: Temporary sign or banner permitted for a limited time period.
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Sign, Outdoor Advertising: Sign or structure used as an outdoor display for the purpose
of making anything known, when the matter advertised or displayed is not related to the
premises where such sign is located. Outdoor advertising signs do not include the off-
site signs specifically permitted in this chapter.

Sign, Permanent: Sign attached to the ground or a structure, intended to exist for the life
of the structure or use and which cannot be easily removed.

Sign, Projecting: Sign, attached to a building wall, projecting at an angle and extending
more than eighteen (18) inches from the building wall face

Sign, Structure: An assembly of materials used to support a sign, including the exterior
form and finishes that define sign copy area. ,

Sign, Temporary: Sign, not permanently affixed to the ground or a structure, designed
or constructed such that it can be moved or. ralocated without requmng any structural or
support changes. ,

Sign, Traffic Control: Sign solely re ulating safe'driving parking or traffic movement.

Sign, Under Canopy: Sign mounte erpendlcular to a ‘building face located under, and
attached to, the ceiling of a building mounfed canopy

Sign, Window: Slgn attached to a door or wmdow that is Iegtble from the exterior of the
building. - w -

Tractor Trailer. Truck With a cab equnpped Wlth a coupling device to pull trailers, tankers
or semi-trailers. The term 1 r trailer shall include the truck with a cab and if
connected atraner tankero semi- traller The term tractor trailer shall include, but not
be Ilmlted to, tractor truck or sem;—traller L

Ultlmate nght—of-Way The future ptanned existence of the right-of-way for a given
road, in terms of location and width, based on the comprehensive plan, or as otherwise
determined based on the road classification as defined on the VDOT Functional
Classification Map and the mmlmum right-of-way widths for those classifications as
defined in Section 70~738

ARTICLE XIill. SIGNS

Sec. 90-591. General description; intent.

The purpose and intent of sign standards are to regulate publicly visible displays or
graphics; protect and enhance the character of roads and surrounding areas; prevent

diminishing property values due to excessive signage; safeguard the public use and
nature of roads; and minimize motorist distractions.
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The standards are specifically designed to promote maximum sign legibility; to prevent
over-concentration of signs as well as excessive height; bulk and area of signs; promote
safety by requiring that signs not create a hazard due to collapse, fire, collision, decay
or abandonment, obstruct firefighting or police surveillance, nor create traffic hazards by
confusing or distracting motorists or by impairing a driver’s ability to see pedestrians,
obstacles or other vehicles, or to read traffic signs; and to identify a destination.

Sec. 90-592. Prohibited Signs.

The following shall be prohibited:

1.

Moving signs intended to attract attention, regardless « of whether or not the sign has
a written message or whether all or part of it moves by means including, but not
limited to, rotating, fluttering or being set in motion by the movement of the
atmosphere. This sign prohibition includes pennants, but does not include
commercial or noncommerciai fiags, the routine operation of the hands of a clock or
computer controlled, variable electronic message center (EMC) signs.

. Internally lighted awnings or canopies constructed of translucent materral

persons dressed in costumes
; and sound or smoke

Commerecial signs held or cariiy ’
and acting to attract attention to a commercral actiy
producing signs. oy

Attention getting devices such as pennants streamers balloons or inflatable
devices of any conflguratlon acting to attract attentron to any use other than
noncommercial actlwty ata resrdentlal use.

Signs with flashing Ilghts mtermrttent ||ghts or lights with changing degrees of
mtensﬁy, and excluding computer controlled variable electronic message center
(EMC) signs.

Commercial signs on a parked automobile, motor vehicle, tractor trailer or trailer
when used.primarily for the purpose of, and serving the function of, a sign; except
when parked in the operator’s driveway, when loading or unioading or when parked
to the side or rear of a nonresidential building and not visible from the adjacent
roads. Any such vehlcle or trailer shall, without limitation, be considered to be used
for the primary purpose of advertising if it fails to display current license plates or
inspection sticker, if the vehicle is inoperable, or if the sign alters the standard
design of such vehicle or trailer.

Signs greater than 48 square inches on a parked automobile, motor vehicle, tractor
trailer or trailer, which display a commercial message that is unrelated to an activity
or enterprise of the owner or operator of the vehicle or trailer.

Signs obstructing an opening intended to provide light, air, or building ingress or
egress.
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9. Freestanding signs overhanging any portion of a building.

10. Signs unreasonably obstructing the view of other signs from roads.

11.Signs posted on trees, utility poles or traffic control devices.

12.Sign position, shape and color interfering with, obstructing the view of, or causing
confusion with, a traffic sign, traffic signal or other traffic control device.

13.Sign lighting impairing a driver’s vision, obstructing police surveillance, or causing
direct glare into or upon, property other than that on which the sign is located.

14. Signs obstructing firefighting access.

15. Outdoor Advertising signs.

Sec. 90-593 Sign Permits.

A. General. Signs Requiring a Sign Permit. A srgn permit shall be requrred for any
sign, originally built or enlarged 1o be in excess of eight (8) square feet, and any
enlargement, structural alteration or modification of these signs. Applications shall
include all required information deemed necessary by the administrator to ensure
compliance with thls chapter :

B. Application for permlt

1.

An appllcatlon for a sign permrt shaII be filed with the Community Development
and Code Compliance Department on forms furnished by the department. The
apphcant shall provide sufficient information to determine if the proposed sign is

permitted under the zonmg ordinance and other applicable laws, regulations, and

ordinances. An apphcatlon for a temporary sign shall state the dates intended for
the erection and removal of the sign.

The Zoning Administrator or designee shall promptly process sign permit
applications. Person(s) submitting sign permit application(s) shall be notified of
the approval or disapproval of the submitted application(s) to include any
deficiencies in the apphcatlon within 20 business days after receipt of the
application.

If the application is rejected, the County shall provide the applicant a written list
of the reasons for the rejection within three (3) days of the rejection.

C. Permit fee. A nonrefundable fee as set forth in the uncodified fee schedule adopted
by the County shall accompany all sign permit applications.
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D.

Duration and revocation of permit. If a sign is not installed within six months
following the issuance of a sign permit (or within 30 days in the case of a temporary
sign permit), the permit shall be void. The permit for temporary sign shall state its
duration, not to exceed 30 days unless another time is provided in the Zoning
Ordinance. The County may revoke a sign permit in accordance with any of the
following circumstances:

1. The County determines that information in the application was false or
misleading;

2. The sign installed does not conform to the sign permit application;

3. The sign violates the Zoning Ordinance, buﬂdmg cade or other applicable law,
regulation, or ordinance.

Sec 90-593.1 Signs not requiring permits. -

A sign permit is not required for:

1.

2.

Signs erected by a governme'}"“" body or whenﬁ ':";quwed by law.

Signs posted solely for traffic control pubhc safety, or hazard warnings.

Flags up to 16 square feet in size
provided, that no freestandmg pole sk
within five (5) feet of a service drive, tre

contammg any commerc:lal advertising;
‘erected in the public right-of-way nor be
lane or adjoining street.

L|m|ted Durat|on Slgns

A»frame SIgns more than fn‘ty (50) feet'ffom the nearest public right-of-way, unless
otherwise permitted in this chapter.

Pavement markings. Ahy sign applied directly and entirely to and flush with an
asphalt, concrete, or similar paved surface.

Sec. 90-594 General Regulations.

A. Signs Generally. Unless‘ otherwise provided, the following regulations shall apply to

all signs and are in addition to other regulations contained herein:

1. Except as otherwise specified in this chapter, commercial signs shall be related
to the premises.

2. A noncommercial message may be substituted, in whole or part, for the

message displayed on any sign which conforms to this chapter without
consideration of message content. Such substitution of message may be made
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without any additional approval, permitting, registration or notice. The purpose
of this provision is to prevent any inadvertent favoring of commercial speech
over noncommercial speech, or favoring any particular noncommercial
message over any noncommercial message. Whenever a property has not
used all of its permissible sign area, then the unused portion may be used for
the display of signs displaying noncommercial messages. Any on-site
commercial message may be substituted, in whole or part, for any other on-site
commercial message.

Signs shall be structurally safe and maintained rn good condition.

For signs requiring a sign permit, a survey prepared by a registered civil
engineer or surveyor certifying the location, height, and area of the sign shall be
submitted prior to the erection of the srgn if requested by the administrator.

Unless otherwise specified in this. ohapter signs shall be considered
permanent.

Within sixty (60) days of the previous land use vacatrng the property, all signs
shall either be refaced through a Sign Permlt or shall have the existing sign
panel reversed or a blank srgn panel inserted mto the sign box.

Within sixty (60) days of the prevrous iand use vacatmg the property, all
existing, temporary srgns shall be rem red from the premises for compliance.

B. Comprehensrve Srgn Package for Non‘re__dentral Communltres

Prior to the first site ptan approval fora nonresrdentlal community, a complete,
comprehensrve sign package for all proposed signs shall be submitted to the
administrator for approval. The sign package shall include information necessary to
ensure compliance with this chapter such as, but not limited to, conceptual sign
renderrngs or descrlptrons with the srzes lighting, and general locations.

All signs shali conform to the followmg

1.

2.

Letter styte an,dftgraphlc display of signs shall be similar;

Area, locatiOh, and material of signs shall substantially conform to building
and site design;

Freestanding sign structures shall be similar;
A single type of building mounted display shall be used;

Background colors of sign boxes shall be similar; and
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6.

Other than the primary sign, signs for each individual use shall have the
same background color which shall be one of the colors of the primary
sign.

C. Sign Area and Measurements:

Each property shall be permitted a maximum area of three hundred (300) square
feet of sign area; where each four (4) or more nonresidential uses occupy the same
property, an additional three hundred (300) square feet of sign area is permitted for
nonresidential communities as the number of uses increase on the property such as
an office park or shopping center or Planned Unit Development

1. Building Mounted. The area of building mom ]

d'srgns shall be determined as

follows:

a.

Projecting Sign. The area of a rectang eor square encompassrng the extreme
limits of each individual sign face ncludrng all backgreund visible from any
direction at any one time;

Canopy or Awning Slgn The area of the surface upon whrch the sign copy is
located; o

fndividually Mounted or Pamted Copy Srgn lf the copy is not emphasized by
an architectural or painted eiement of the building, the sum of the area within
a series of rectangles or squares encompassing each individual figure. If the
copy is emphasized by an architec or painted element of the building, the
area shall be determined in acco ce with the requirements for Other
Building Mounted Slgns as outline ,elow and

Other Burldmg Mounted Srgns;{ The area of a rectangle, square, circle,
trrangle or combination thereof e

ompassing the extreme limits of copy.

2. Freestandrng

a.

Area. The area of a sign shaﬂ be that of a rectangle, square, circle, triangle or
combination thereof encompassing the extreme limits of copy. The area of a
two (2) or more sided sign, where the interior angle between sides exceeds
90 degreeS{,:,shal!>f~beffthe sum of the area of the copy on all sides.

Height. Except as stated herein; sign height shall be the vertical distance
from grade to the top of the sign copy: the height of a sign installed on an
artificially created berm, mound or similar feature shall include the height of
such feature; or the height of sign adjacent to a road and installed below the
grade of the nearest travel lane shall be the vertical distance from such lane
grade to the top of the sign copy.
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c46  Sec. 90-595 Sign Setbacks and Lighting.

7
548 A. Signs Permitted in the VDOT Right-of-Way.
549
550 In addition to the signs outlined in B, the following signs may be placed within the
551 right-of-way, if approved by the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT): signs
552 posted by, on behalf of, or with permission of, a governmental agency or public utility
553 provider.
554
555  B. Road Setbacks. Except where expressly stated, S|gns shall meet the following
556 requirements: o
558 1. Road Setbacks. Except as outlined herein, setbacks shall be measured from
559 the edge of existing right-of-way. If a sign is permitted to be located within an
560 ultimate right-of-way shown in the comprehensive plan, or an existing right-of-
561 way, the owner shall be responsible for relocating the sign to conform to the
562 setback requirements at such time that the road is widened in the future.
563 -
564 Signs shall conform to the followmg setbacksff'
565
566 a. Exceptas outhned in b szgns shall be setback as follows: ten (10) feet
567 from the property line or from the face of curb as applicable.
568
9 b. Along the folk)wmg roads signs mayf‘b,,_giocated within the right-of-way if a
570 permit is’ ‘obtained from VDOT s may be applicable, provided the signs
571 are setback ten (10) feet from the edge of the pavement or from the face
572 of the curb, as applicable:
573 s James River Drive (SR 10) between the Hopewell corporate limits
574 ~  and Jordan Point Road (SR 106/156)
575 - i. Oaklawn Boulevard (US 36) between the Petersburg corporate
576 o limits and the Hopewell corporate limits
577 C i CountyDnve (US 460) between the Petersburg corporate limits and
578 ~ Prince George Drive (SR 156)
579 iv.  South Crater Road (US 301) between the Petersburg corporate
580 - limits and east side of Interstate 95 at Exit 45
581 ~
582 C. Sign Lighting.
583
584 1. Generally. Lighting shall be arranged and installed so that the light source is
585 not visible from adjacent roads, adjacent R or MHR property, or adjacent A-1
586 or R-A property designated in the Comprehensive Plan for Residential Use.
587
588 2. External Lighting. External lighting shall be limited to white or amber lighting
589 in spots or floods which are concealed or screened from view from the public
590 right-of-way. If external lighting is used incidental building lighting shall not be
1 considered external sign lighting.
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3. Internal Lighting. Internal lighting shall be contained within translucent copy
or internally illuminated sign boxes. Sign box internal lighting shall be
restricted to the sign face. If internal lighting is used, external lighting shall
not be permitted.

Sec. 90-596 Building Mounted Signs.

A. Nonresidential Use - Signs Generally.

1. If the side or rear lot line adjoins R or MHR property or A-1 or R-A property as
designated in the Comprehensive Plan for residential use, no building
mounted sign shall be visible from such. prope‘;;;; unless the sign is located a
minimum of fifty (50) feet from such property

2. Sign raceway colors shall match ‘,a "Eof the building face on which the sign is
mounted and as provided w1thm~the overall comprehenssve sign package.

3. Building mounted signs shall not pro;ect abeve the bu1ldmg s roofline or
parapet wall. A roofline or parapet wall shall not be artificially extended to
accommodate signage on the bmldlng :

4. A projecting srgn shall not extend more ithan 36 mches from the building, roof,

ichii ‘ a face-to-face thickness of eight (8)
pet wall. The sign shall be
m clearance of eight (8) feet above

attached sd asto mamtam a min
grade

5. Permmed bunldmg mounted sxgnage may be placed on a drive-through

 canopy fascia. The area of a drive-through canopy fascia shall be included in

determining total building mounted signage unless the color of the fascia is
one of the following colors, excluding the color of any sign copy: black, white,
or a significant color or significant accent color of the building.

B. Other Nonresidential Use;:;BuiIding Mounted Signage.

The following signs Shaffl*be permitted and shall not be included in the permitted
aggregate area of building mounted signs:

1.

Door and Window Signs. Signs mounted on, or externally visible through, a door
or window, not to exceed the lesser of fifteen (15) square feet or twenty-five (25)
percent of the total door or window area on the face of the building through which
the sign is visible, shall be permitted, provided the view into the establishment
from the bottom half of the door or window is not obstructed.
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2.

Under Canopy Signs. One (1) under canopy sign not to exceed eight (8) square
feet shall be permitted in front of each tenant’s main entrance.

C. Residential Use - Signs Generally.

1.

Building mounted signs shall not project above the building’s roofline or parapet
wall. A roofline or parapet wall shall not be artificially extended to accommodate
signage on the building;

Single family dwelling units or multifamily units with individual exterior entrances
shall be permitted one (1) square foot of s:gnage far each unit; and

Multifamily units sharing a common exterior. entrance shall be permitted four (4)
square feet of signage for each common entrance.

Sec. 90-597 Freestanding Signs.

A. Generally.

1.

Sign Structure. Except for limited duration signs, freestanding sign structures
shall be either covered with a material as a monument-style base having a
similar color and finish to the prmcnpai building, be covered with a material and
color used elsewhere on the sugn or be an archltectural detail such as a column
ora decoratlve’fal . : , -

Number. Except as permttted in elsewhere propertxes or projects shall be limited
to one (1) free standmg s&gn '

Mixed Use and Nonresxdentlal Commumty properties having frontage exceeding

600 linear feet along a principal arterial road and more than one entrances from

'siJfC‘h road, the permitted freestandlng signage along such road may be shared
among two (2) freestandlng signs provide signs are separated a minimum of 200
linear feet and places at or near separate entrances.

Property frontmg two (2) or more principal arterial or two (2) or more collector
roads shall be permitted along each road one (1) freestanding sign.

Area of Changeable Copy. Permitted sign area may be increased by 25 percent
for the purpose of including covered changeable copy, provided the area of the
changeable copy is limited to one-half or less of the total area of the sign face;
and where possible, should be covered to avoid being altered through vandalism.

Freestanding Sign Landscaping. The base area of the freestanding sign shall be

landscaped with groundcover consisting of native flowers and shrubs that is also
consistent with the site landscaping and it shall be irrigated on a regular basis.
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B. Except as otherwise permitted in this chapter, the following Freestanding Signs shall
not exceed the square footage in area and the sign height as outlined below:

1. Mixed Use Community. One hundred (100) square feet in area and a height of
twenty (20) feet.

2. Nonresidential Community. One Hundred (100) square feet in area and a height
of twenty (20) feet.

3. Outparcel in a Nonresidential Community. Thlrty-two (32) square feet in area
and a height of eight (8) feet. :

4. Property Outside of a Nonresidential Communlty OneHund red (100) square
feet in area and a height of twenty (20) feet ;

5. Property in A-1, R-A, R, MHR with a NonreSIdentlal Use, excludlng a Farm Use,
twenty (20) square feet in area and a herght of elght (8) feet. Properties along
primary arterials are permltted fn‘ty (50) squa feet in area and a height of fifteen
(15) feet.

6. Property in A-1 or R-A With a Farm USe Thirty-two (32) square feet in area and
a height of eight (8) feet. The sign squaref otage may be displayed in more
than one (1) s:gn prowded the total -area of all signs does not exceed the
permitted square footage and the sxgns may be hmited duration signs for
temporary events.

7. Residential Community Entrance Thlrty~two (32) square feet in area and a
height of elght (8) feet. One (1) such sign shall be permitted for each road
‘entrance into the: commumty, provided that two (2) signs shall be permitted if
each sign is attached to a decorative fence or wall located on opposite sides of
the entrance, with each sign being limited to thirty-two (32) square feet in area.

8. Property in A-1, R-A, R, MHR with a Residential Use. Thirty-two (32) square feet
and a helghicf eight (8) feet. Noncommercial signage may be provided in more
than one (1) sign, provided that the aggregate area of all such signs shall not
exceed thirty-two (32) square feet; with a maximum of one (1) such sign as a
commercial sign not to exceed twenty (20) square feet and they may be limited
duration signs.

Sec. 90-598 Additional Signs.
The signs in this section shall be in addition to other signs permitted in this chapter.
1. Freestanding Sign at Entrances to Properties in B and M Districts. Two (2) on-

site signs, each not to exceed four (4) square feet and a height of five (5) feet,
shall be permitted at each road entrance to a property. Signs shall be limited to
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. Drive-through Facility Stacking Lane Sis

. Establishments Accommo k

. Fuel D:spenserMounted Sagns Etg

two (2) colors, one for lettering and one for background. Lighting shall be limited
to internal means.

. Freestanding Signs at Entrances to Properties in B and M Districts Located

Outside a Nonresidential Community that Share Access to a Road. Where two
(2) establishments are required by VDOT to share access to a road, each
establishment shall be allowed one (1) sign, either on or off-site, along the
shared access. Each sign shall not exceed four (4) square feet and a height of
five (5) feet.

. Freestanding Off-Site Signs for Specific Public and Semn Public Places.

Assembly uses exceeding 10,000 gross floor area, hospitals on greater than
twenty-five (25) acres, transit uses or other. pubhc uses without a direct entrance
to a road shall be permitted one (1) off-snte sign; and. such sign shall not exceed
seven (7) square feet and a height of seven (7) feet.

ns. Adjacent to each stacking lane, two
(2) signs shall be permitted provide y are not legible from off-site. Signs
shall be limited to fifty (50) total square'feet in area and a height of six (6) feet.

ng Orders from ;arklng Spaces or Fuellng
Stations. One (1) sign not to _xceed four (4) square feet shall be permitted
adjacent to each parking space or fueling station. The sign shall be attached to
columns supportlng ya canopy The color of the sign. box shall match the color of

) square feet of signage, attached to, or
|mmed|ately above each fuel dlspenser shall be permitted.

Sec. 90—599 lelted DuratlonfSIQns

The S|gns m thls sectlon shall be m addmon to other signs permitted in this article.

A. lelted Duration Signs in B and M Districts, and in A-1 and R-A Districts

Desagnated in the Comprehenswe Plan for Nonresidential Use.

1. Noncommerc;al Freestandlng Signs. A mixed use or nonresidential
community, or property not located within a mixed use or nonresidential
community shall be permitted two (2) noncommercial signs. Each sign shall
not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet and eight (8) feet in height. Each sign
shall be displayed for no longer than ninety (90) consecutive days. The
display of such signs on each community or property shall be limited to a total
of one hundred eighty (180) days within any calendar year.

2. Commercial Freestanding Signs on Occupied Property. A mixed use or

nonresidential community, or property not located within a mixed use or
nonresidential community shall be permitted two (2) commercial signs, each
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. Limited Duration Signs_ in R or
Designated in the Comprehen

not to exceed thirty-two (32) square feet and a height of eight (8) feet.

Display of each sign shall be limited to sixty (60) consecutive days. Display of
such signs by an individual tenant or owner shall be limited to a total of one
hundred twenty (120) days within any calendar year. The administrator may
approve time extensions on property with vacancies or real estate for sale.

Building Mounted Banners on Nonresidential Community. A nonresidential
community shall be permitted one (1) banner not to exceed fifty (50) square
feet, per season; with seasonal cycles being January to March, April to June,
and July to September and October to December Display of the banner shall
be limited to ninety (90) consecutive days. =

Building Mounted Banners on Property Outside of a Nonresidential
Community or Qutparcel within a Nonresrden‘ua! Cemmunlty A property
outside of a nonresidential community or outparcel within a nonresidential
community shall be permitted ont banner not to exceed 50 square feet.
Display of such banner shall be i rted toa total of one hundred twenty (120)
days within any calendar year. L : o

Commercial Signs on Cant property sha"l“ly'be permitted

‘ t, Property A

ch road Srgns shall be removed at
, ses ceases ‘or directed by the

admmlstrator for comphance purpo :

R Districts, and in A-1 and R-A Districts
lan for Other than Nonresidential Use.

~Noncommer:c“:'i"éf't$ign’s‘f”ai;'zResidentiel Community Entrances. At each

entrance into a residential community, one (1) noncommercial sign, not to
exceed thirty-two (32) square feet and a height of eight (8) feet, shall be
permitted. Display of each sign shall be limited to sixty (60) days. Display of
such signs on each community shall be limited to one hundred twenty (120)
days within any oalendar year.

. Banners for NOnresidential Use on Property not Occupied by a Residential

Use. On a property not occupied by a residential use, one (1) banner, not to
exceed thirty-two (32) square feet and a height of eight (8) feet, shall be
permitted. A property fronting two (2) roads shall be permitted such signage
along each road. Display of each banner shall be limited to sixty (60)
consecutive days. Display of such banners on each property shall be limited
to one hundred twenty (120) days within any calendar year.
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Sec. 90-600 Nonconfcrmmg srgns =

3. Commercial Signs on Vacant Property. On a vacant property, one (1) sign,
not to exceed sixteen (16) square feet and a height of eight (8) feet, shall be
permitted. A property fronting two (2) roads shall be permitted signage along
each road. Signs shall be removed at such time that the activity which it
advertises ceases or as directed by the administrator for compliance
purposes.

4. Noncommercial Signs on Vacant Property. On a vacant property, one (1)
sign not to exceed sixteen (16) square feet and a height of eight (8) feet shall
be permitted. A property fronting two (2) roads shall be permitted signage
along each road. Display of each sign shall be limited to one hundred twenty
(120) consecutive days. Display of such srgns shall be limited to one hundred
twenty (120) days within any calendar yea

5. Off-Site for Commercial Use of Li ’ed Duration. Three (3) off-site signs,
each not to exceed six (6) squarn and a height of eight (8) feet, shall be
permitted for a commercial use lasting for three (3) or fewer days on an R or
MHR property or on A-1 or R-A property designated in the comprehensrve
plan for other than nonresidential use. One (1) such sign shall be displayed
on a property. Display of signs shall be ed to forty-eight (48) hours prior
to commencement, and forty~erght (48) hours after cessation, of the use or

activity advertised.

A. Signs lawfully exrstlng on the effectrve ’da_, » of this chapter or prior ordinances, which

do not conform to the provisions of this chapter, and signs which are accessory to a
nonconforming use shall be deemed to be nonconforming signs and may remain
except as qualified below. The burden of establishing nonconforming status of signs
and of the physical characterzstucs/locatron of such signs shall be that of the owner of
the property Upon notice from the Zoning Administrator, a property owner shall
submit verification that sxgn(s) were lawfully existing at time of erection. Failure to
provide such verification shall be cause for order to remove sign(s) or bring sign(s)
into compliance with the current ordinance.

. No nonconforming sign ;s‘_hall be enlarged nor shall any feature of a nonconforming

sign, such as illumination, be increased.

. Nothing in this section shall be deemed to prevent keeping in good repair a

nonconforming sign. Nonconforming signs shall not be extended or structurally
reconstructed or altered in any manner, except a sign face may be changed so long
as the new face is equal to or reduced in height and/or sign area.

. No nonconforming sign shall be moved for any distance on the same lot or to any

other lot unless such change in location will make the sign conform in all respects to
the provisions of this article.
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. A nonconforming sign structure shall be removed

E. A nonconforming sign that is destroyed or damaged by any casualty to an extent not

exceeding fifty (50) percent of its area may be restored within two (2) years after
such destruction or damage but shall not be enlarged in any manner. If such sign is
so destroyed or damaged to an extent exceeding fifty (50) percent, it shall not be
reconstructed but may be replaced with a sign that is in full accordance with the
provisions of this article.

. A nonconforming sign, which is changed to become conforming or is replaced by a

conforming sign, shall no longer be deemed nonconforming, and thereafter such
sign shall be in accordance with the provisions of this article.

‘the use to which it is accessory
has not been in operation for a period of two years or more. Such sign structure shall
be removed by the owner or lessee of the property. If the owner or lessee fails to
remove the sign structure, the Zoning inistrator or designee shall give the owner
thirty (30) days written notice to remove it: Upon failure to comply with this notice,

the Zoning Administrator or deS|gnee may enter the property upon which the sign is
located and remove any such sign or may lnmate ch action as may be necessary
to gain compliance with this provisi ch removal shall be chargeable
to the owner of the property.
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Industrial Districts Ordinance Update
Planning Commission Meeting
August 27, 2020

Planning Staff, County Administration, and Board of Supervisor members have received
requests from industrial developers to amend the County Ordinance to allow M-1 uses in the M-
2 Zoning District, and to also allow M-1 and M-2 uses in the M-3 Zoning District. Consultants
for industrial developers and Economic Development staff support the Ordinances being
amended to allow what is called “pyramid zoning.” This allows restricted zone classification
uses in a less restricted zone. In Prince George County’s version the Limited Industrial uses
would be permitted in the Heavy Industrial District.

Staff requests any feedback on the draft ordinance by Friday, September 4™,

Proposed Schedule for adoption:

1. Review Draft Ordinance Amendment — Planning Commission Meeting August 27, 2020
2. Planning Commission Public Hearing — September 24, 2020
3. BOS Public Hearing - TBD



ARTICLE X. - M-1 LIMITED INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT

Sec. 90-442. - Permitted uses.

In the M-1 limited industrial district, any structure to be erected or land to be used shall be for one or
more of the following uses:

(1) Assembily of electrical appliances, electronic instruments and devices, radios and phonographs.
Also the manufacture of small parts, such as coils, condensers, transformers and crystal
holders.

(2) Laboratories, pharmaceutical and medical.

(3) Manufacture, compounding, processing, packaging or treatment of such products as bakery
goods, candy, cosmetics, dairy products, drugs, perfumes, pharmaceuticals, perfumed toilet
soap, toiletries, and food products.

(4) Manufacture, compounding, assembling or treatment of articles of merchandise from previously
prepared materials including bone, cellophane, canvas, cloth, cork, feathers, felt, fiber, fur,
glass, hair, horn, leather, paper, plastic, precious or semiprecious metals or stone, shell, straw,
textiles, tobacco, wood, yarn and paint.

(5) Manufacture of pottery and figurines or other similar ceramic products using only previously
pulverized clay and kilns fired only by electricity or gas.

(6) Manufacture of musical instruments, toys, novelties and rubber and metal stamps.
(7) Feed and feed stores.
(8) Cabinets, furniture and upholstery shops.
9) Boat building.
0) Monumental stone works.

1
11) Veterinary or dog or cat hospitals and kennels.

(

(

(

(12) Airports with conditional use permit.

(13) Wholesale businesses and storage warehouses.
(14) Offstreet parking as required by this chapter.

(

15) Public utility generating, booster or relay stations, transformer substations, transmission lines
and towers and other facilities for the provision and maintenance of public utitities including
railroads and facilities and water and sewerage installations.

(16) Business signs.

(17) General advertising signs.
(18) Location signs.
(

19) Agriculture. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this article, only accessory structures may
be erected for the use of agriculture in an M-1 district; site plan review is not required on land
used exclusively for agricultural pursuits.

(20) Building supply.

(21) Dwelling units when such use is reasonably and customarily a part of the business operation
such as providing living quarters for a proprietor or manager and his family, as defined by the
county zoning ordinance, not to exceed four people; or living quarters for a watchman or
custodian of an establishment:

a. The dwelling shall be attached to or located above the business;



b. The dwelling use shall contain no more than 1,200 square feet, provided however, that the
board of supervisors may authorize a greater size through the issuance of a special
exception; and

c. The residential unit shall not be used as a rental property.
(22) Mobile Food Units, subject to the provisions of Section 90-1041

ARTICLE XI. - M-2 GENERAL INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT

Sec. 90-492. - Permitted uses.

In the M-2 general industrial district, buildings to be erected or land to be used shall be for one or
more of the following uses:

(1) Truck terminals.

(2)  Automobile assembling, painting, upholstering, repairing, rebuilding, reconditioning, body and
fender work, truck repairing or overhauling, tire retreading or recapping.

(3) Blacksmith shops, welding or machine shops.
(4) Building material sales yards and plumbing supplies storage.
(5) Contractors' equipment storage yard or plant or rental of equipment commonly used by

contractors.
(6) Petroleum storage.
(7) Sawmills and planing mills.
(8) Brick manufacture.
(9) Boiler shops.
(10) Meat, poultry and fish processing.

(11)&2)y  Public utilities.

(12)43) Conservation areas.
(13)44)y Game preserves.
(14)¢45)  Accessory uses.

(15)44  General advertising signs.

(16)¢+8)  Location signs.
(17)49)  Concrete products or central mixing and proportioning plants.

(18)(20)  Agriculture. Notwithstanding any other provision of this article, only accessory structures
may be erected for the use of agriculture in an M-2 district; site plan review is not required on
land used exclusively for agricultural pursuits.




(20) All M-1 permitted uses.

ARTICLE XIl. - M-3 HEAVY INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT

Sec. 90-542. - Permitted uses.

In the M-3 heavy industrial district, buildings to be erected or land to be used shall be for one or more
of the following uses:

(1)

Battery manufacture.
Punch presses exceeding 40-ton rated capacity and drop hammers.
Sand and gravel operations.
Crushed stone operations.
Wood-preserving operations.
Abattoirs.
Acid manufacture.
Cement, lime and gypsum manufacture.
Fertilizer manufacture.
Petroleum refining including byproducts.
Asphalt mixing plants.
Paper and pulp manufacture.
Screened junk storage.
Cogeneration plants.

Materials recovery facilities, resource recovery/reclamation operations.




(16)(48)  Small solar energy facility.
(17)49)  Large-scale solar energy facility.

(18) All M-2 permitted uses.
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County of Prince George, Virginia

“A global community where families thrive and businesses prosper”

Planning Commission Draft Agenda
Regular Meeting

Thursday, September 24, 2020

6:30 p.m. County Board Room
Call to Order
Roll Call
Invocation
Pledge of Allegiance to the U.S. Flag
Adoption of Meeting Agenda
Draft Meeting Minutes — August 27, 2020

Citizen Comment Period

New Business

ORDINANCE AMENDMENT OA-20-03

Adoption of an Ordinance to amend “The Code of the County of Prince George,
Virginia,” by amending §90-492 by amending the permitted uses in M-2, General
Industrial District to allow M-1, Limited Industrial District uses, and amending §90-542
by amending the permitted uses in M-3, Heavy Industrial District to allow M-2, General
Industrial District use.

REZONING CASE RZ-20-02

Request of SI Virginia I, LLC to conditionally rezone 141.79 acres from M-3, Heavy
Industrial Zoning District to M-1, Limited Industrial Zoning District, and conditionally
rezone 15.36 acres from M-1, Limited Industrial Zoning District to M-1, Limited
Industrial Zoning District. The subject properties are located along Quality Way and
Hardware Drive in the Southpoint Business Park, Lot 10 & 13, and are identified as Tax
Maps 340(22)00-010-0 and 340(22)00-013-0. The Comprehensive Plan indicates that
the subject properties are appropriate for industrial uses.

P.O. Box 68 — 6602 Courts Drive, Prince George, VA 23875
Phone: 804.722.8659 - Fax: 804.722.0702
www.princegeorgecountyva.gov




IX.

Old Business

DRAFT RESIDENTIAL POULTRY ORDINANCE UPDATE
DRAFT SIGN ORDINANCE UPDATE

Planner’s Communications to the Commission

a) Actions of the Board of Zoning Appeals

b) Actions of the Board of Supervisors

¢) Comprehensive Plan Update

P.O. Box 68 — 6602 Courts Drive, Prince George, VA 23875
Phone: 804.722.8659 - Fax: 804.722.0702
www,princegeorgecountyva.gov




August 11 Meeting Recap

BOS Adopts Solar Energy Facility Siting Policy

The Board of Supervisors at its August 11 meeting adopted the Solar Energy Facility
Siting Policy. The Planning Commission and Staff recommended the adoption of a Solar Energy
Facility Siting Policy to provide guidance to property owners, business owners, and County
residents with the acceptance of Special Exception applications for Solar Energy Facilities. The
policy will also give guidance to Staff, the Planning Commission, and the Board of Supervisors
when evaluating requests for solar energy facilities.

The Board unanimously agreed to delay the adoption of such policy at its March 10
meeting to allow public input to the policy for future planned or proposed solar projects. The
Board held a community meeting on June 30 to hear input from citizens both against and in
support of the policy. After compiling those comments and suggestions, Staff recommended to
the Board to increase setbacks, screening requirements and buffering requirements. In
addition, construction hours and complaint procedures were revised. The Board agreed to give
the policy a test run by establishing an upper limit on the total acreage of approved facilities of
2.74%. This will include already approved projects and those that have already been proposed,
if approved.

Other matters to come before the BOS at its worksession & meeting:
e Received a report on an ordinance regarding possession of hens on property.
e Discussed a security camera system.

e Discussed relocating a voting precinct in District 2 from the Courthouse to
Gregory Memorial Presbyterian Church.

e Approved on consent and presented a commendation to Deputy Joseph G. Curry
for his service to Prince George County.

e Approved on consent and presented a commendation to Police Officer John
“Butch” Pearson for his service to Prince George County.

e Approved on consent a resolution accepting Cedarwood Section Two-Extension
Route 1040, New Route 1039, Route 1043 & Route 1044 into Virginia
Department of Transportation/Secondary System of Roads Maintenance.

e Approved on consent and presented a commendation to Mr. Thomas Winfield for
his actions on saving his neighbor’s home on July 25, 2020.



Received a road maintenance report from the Virginia Department of
Transportation.

Discussed Public School Division request to change accounting for sales tax
revenue.

Received a report on the Department of Labor workplace regulations.
Received a report on CARES funding.

Received a report on the issuance of DEQ permit giving the County assurance
that the regulating agencies would approve the discharge of the treated
wastewater into the Blackwater Swamp should the Board decide that a treatment
plant is the best option.

Unanimously agreed to defer on an award of contract and appropriation from debt
proceeds in the amount of $212,645 for architectural and engineering services for
the County garage expansion.

Unanimously approved an appropriation in the amount of $400,000 for public
safety and County vehicles purchases.

Unanimously approved an award of contract for $249,813.20 and appropriations
from debt proceeds and Cameron Foundation and John Randolph Foundation
Grants in the amount of $218,207 for Fire and EMS Zoll Monitor purchases and a
budget transfer from SNAP investment interest in the amount of $31,606.20.

Unanimously approved a re-appropriation in the amount of $2,734,039.08 in
outstanding June 30, 2020 encumbrances and purchase orders.

Unanimously authorized to make expenditures for required E-9-1-1 System
upgrades and seek reimbursement from the Commonwealth of Virginia in the
amount of $32,569 for VESTA phone upgrade and conduit path installation.

Unanimously approved a resolution authorizing the advertisement of a public
hearing for the appropriation of $3,346,151 in Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and
Economic Security (CARES) Act of 2020 Coronavirus Relief Funds to a new
special revenue fund (budget amendment).

Unanimously approved a resolution authorizing the execution of a second
amendment to Verizon Tower Lease Agreement (Burrowsville).

Unanimously approved a resolution authorizing the advertisement of a public.
hearing for an easement between Prince George County and Mid-Atlantic
Broadband Communities Corporation to construct and operate a



telecommunications facility at 8200 Quality Drive.

Discussed and had no negative comments regarding VA ABC License application
notice from Holy Mackerel.

Unanimously approved a resolution authorizing the advertisement of a public
hearing on September 1, 2020 to consider adoption of an ordinance to amend The
Code of the County of Prince George to revise the location of a polling place
within the Courts building election district from Main Floor of Court Building,
6001 Courts Drive to Gregory Memorial Presbyterian Church, 6300 Courthouse
Road.

Unanimously reappointed Mr. T.J. Webb, Mr. Don Vtipil, Mr. Larry Barnett, and
Mr. Andy Petik to the CIP Committee.

Unanimously reappointed Ms. Kim Wilson to the Social Services Advisory
Board.

Held a public hearing and unanimously approved an ordinance to amend The
Code of Prince George regarding requirements for mobile food units and provide
requirements for the permitting and operation of mobile food units in permitted
districts of the County.

Held a public hearing and unanimously approved an appropriation of up to
$1,300,000 to the Capital Projects Fund (Budget Amendment).



Comprehensive Plan Update
Planning Commission Meeting
August 27, 2020

Staff has assembled a list of recommended updates for the Comprehensive Plan based on input
from subcommittees conducted under the departed Planning Manager as well as input from

current staff and findings from a general review for compliance with State Codes. Staff has
begun a first draft for the Comprehensive Plan update to include formatting and organizational
improvements, demographic data updates, new and updated maps, and integration of the input
and recommendations assembled prior to beginning the draft. At this time, staff is drafting
updates to individual chapters, and has requested a technical review of the Transportation
Chapter by VDOT. The proposed next milestones are as follows:

1.
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o

Completion of technical review by VDOT. Staff received comments from VDOT
staff and held a virtual meeting on August 14th.

Completion of internal first draft of all proposed changes for Chapters I through IV
Completion of internal first draft of all proposed changes for Chapters V through VIII
Completion of internal first draft of all proposed changes for Chapters IX and X
Completion of internal first draft Comprehensive Plan update for Planning
Commission review

Update based on Planning Commission feedback to produce Second Draft of
Comprehensive Plan update

Community Meetings and Final Draft

Public Hearings



