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I. PO L IC Y

Inthe eventof a Prince G eorge Fire and EM S (PG FEM S)D epartm entm em ber’sdeath,
uniform ed personnel are expected toadhere tothe following dressand code of conduct. U pon
the deathof anactive orretired m em berPG FEM S will provide fam ily supportand assistin
providing a fitting m em orial forthe m em ber. Thisprocedure iswrittentoprovide guidance to
ourm em bersinplanning for,and participating ina departm entfuneral.

Inall cases,the level offire departm entparticipationwiththe funeral arrangem entswill
be atthe discretionofthe surviving fam ily.

II. U N IFO R M R EQ U IR EM EN T S

A . A ctive m em bersshall wearthe appropriate classuniform ,if assigned,asindicated inthe
IncidentA ctionPlan.

B . M em bersassigned toapparatusstationed along the processionroute shall alsobe indress
uniform toinclude tie and badge shroud. They will tak e a positionnearthe apparatusand
m aintainanorderly,visible and respectful form ationuntil the entire processionhas
passed theirposition.

III. PR O C ED U R ES

A . A tthe tim e of death,D irectorof Fire and EM S will appointteam tohandle all
arrangem entsasrequested by the fam ily inconjunctionwiththe requested funeral hom e.
The Team will consistof the D irector,the C om pany C hief,a fam ily L iaisonO fficer,an
O fficerinC harge (O IC ),and otherpersonnel asappropriate. These officerswill work in
conjunctionwiththe fam ily of the deceased m em bertoensure theirneedsand wishesare
achieved and toprovide anhonorable tribute tothe deceased m em ber.

B . A nincidentactionplanshall be created and dissem inated by the D irectorordesignee.

C . C hurchService

1. D epartm entm em bersinproperuniform will arrive atpre-determ ined staging area
priortocerem ony.
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2. Forfunerals/m em orial services,the m em berswill tak e a positionoutside infront
ofthe church,intwofacing rank swithseniorofficersand deceased m em ber’s
com pany closesttothe church.

3. A sthe cask etism oved from the coach,the m em berswill be called toattentionby
the officer-in-charge. (If cask etisdraped witha flag,the O IC will ordera hand
salute asthe cask etpasses. The com m and will be “PresentA rm s!”)

4. A fterthe cask etpasses,the m em berswill file intothe churchaccording torank
and sitinpre-designated area. (If cask etisdraped witha flag and m em bersare at
PresentA rm s,the com m and “O rderA rm s!”will be givenpriortom em bersfiling
intochurch.)

5. A fterthe service,the m em bers,onorderofthe O IC ,will file outof the church
and form rank sonbothsidesof the entry withseniorofficersdeceased m em ber’s
com pany closesttothe hearse.

6. A scask etisescorted outofthe church,m em bersare broughttoattentionand a
hand salute isexecuted uponorderof the O IC .

D . ProcessiontoG raveside
1. Escortof fire apparatusand fire personnel available if warranted by funeral

arrangem entsm ade by fam ily.

E. C onductduring C erem ony (Inside M em orial Service)

1. If inside a structure,m em berswill com e tothe positionofattentionascask etis
placed inposition. M em berswill rem ainatattentionuntil deceased m em ber’s
fam ily and congregationare seated (hand salute will notbe rendered atthistim e.)

2. A scask etisescorted out,m em berswill againcom e tothe positionofattention
and rem ainatattentionuntil deceased m em ber’sfam ily hasexited and the
rem ainderof the congregationisdism issed.

F. C onductduring C erem ony (A tG raveside Service)

1. M em berswill com e toattentionand rendera hand salute atthe following tim es
(civilianpersonnel will place hand overheart):

a. W henthe C olorspassinfrontof you.
b. W henthe cask etisbeing m oved.
c. W hile the cask etisbeing lowered intothe grave.
d. D uring the playing of “T A PS”.

2. The m em bersatthe cem etery againform tworank saccording torank from the
locationof the hearse tothe gravesite,withofficersand deceased m em ber’s
com pany closesttothe grave (m em berswill reform aftercask etispositioned for
graveside service).
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3. A sthe flag-draped cask etisrem oved from the hearse,m em bersexecute a hand
salute onorderof the O IC (ifcask etisnotdraped withflag,m em berswill stand at
attention).

4. If “TA PS”are sounded,uniform ed m em bersshould execute hand salute onorder
ofthe O IC .

5. D uring religiousgraveside servicesall personnel will bow atwords“L etuspray”
6. M em berswill be dism issed uponcom pletionof the service.

G . C erem onial C ourtesies

1. Eulogy- A eulogy m ay be appropriate atany pointinthe funeral cerem onies.The
fam ily should decide whowill deliverthe eulogy and whenitisfitting.The Fire
C hief,a clergy m em ber,the departm entchaplain,ora close fam ily friend from
the fire departm entm ay be ask ed toperform thistask .

2. Static Equipm entD isplay - D uring the procession,the fam ily m ay choose tohave
a static display of departm entapparatusand crewsatattentionand saluting the
passing cask etand fam ily vehicle.Thisfinal tribute m ay be setupatthe funeral
hom e orchurch,atk ey locationsalong the processionroute,ata fire stationon
the processionroute,oratthe place of final com m ittal entrance.

3. Burial inU niform - Ifthe fam ily choosestobury the deceased firefighterinthe
departm ental uniform ,the L iaisonO fficerwill deliverthe uniform tothe Funeral
D irector.

4. PresentationofFire D epartm entBadge- A sa partof the funeral service atthe
funeral hom e orchurch,the Fire C hiefm ay presentthe badge and nam etag worn
by the deceased firefightertothe nextofk in.The item sshould be ina fram ed
display containing a departm entuniform patch.

5. C losed C ask et- If the fam ily requestsa closed cask et,oronly a m em orial service,
they m ay wishtoplace a picture ofthe firefighterinuniform along withthe
firefighter’shelm etontopofornexttothe cask et.

6. W alk through- A walk throughof firefightersatthe funeral hom e m ay occurto
pay tribute tothe deceased firefighter.Ifso,the O fficer-in-C harge will schedule
the walk throughand have firefightersform line by departm ent.The form ation
will passsingle file by the cask etwitheachfirefighterstopping briefly topay
tribute.

H . Pallbearers

Should the fam ily choose touse departm entm em bersaspallbearers,itisthe Fam ily
L iaisonO fficer’sresponsibility toask whichfirefightersthe fam ily would lik e touse.
There should be betweensixand eightpallbearers.Pallbearersshall wearC lassA
uniform sand white gloves.
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1. D ue totheirspecific responsibilities,pallbearersare exem ptfrom a m ajority of
ordersgiventothe rem ainderofthe form ation.

2. The O IC ,withhelpfrom Funeral D irector,should give instructionsonrem oving,
handling,and transporting the cask et.

3. M em berschosenaspallbearers,honorguard,speak ers,etc,thatare onduty will
be granted A dm inistrative L eave by PG FEM S.

4. If fire apparatusservesasa hearse,pallbearersshould hold a practice sessionthe
day before the funeral.If thisisnotpossible,pallbearersshould reporttothe
funeral hom e atleasttwohoursbefore the beginning ofthe service fora protocol
briefing and practice.

5. If the cask etisdraped witha flag topresenttothe nextofk in,H onorG uard
m em berswill cerem oniously fold flag and presentittothe D irectorof Fire and
EM S,oranappointed representative,forpresentationtothe deceased m em ber’s
fam ily.

6. If cask etisnotdraped witha flag,the departm entcanpresenta pre-folded flag to
the nextof k in.

I. U se of Fire A pparatusasa H earse

1. A fire departm entengine m ay be appropriate asa caissontocarry the cask et.
If anengine isused,personnel m usttak e itoutof service fora period of tim e
and prepare itasfollows:

a) Thoroughly washand waxthe engine.
b) R em ove hosesand dividers.
c) A dd available m ourning flagsorbunting.

2. The operatorof the engine should be indressuniform .
3. Inthe eventof inclem entweather,anenclosed hearse should carry the cask et

and the apparatusshould serve asa flowercar.

J. U se ofA pparatusasa FlowerC ar

1. Fire and EM S A pparatusm ay alsoserve asa flowervehicle.Ifso,personnel
m usttak e itoutofservice and prepare itasindicated above fora caisson.

2. H osesand dividersneed notbe rem oved.
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IV . PER IO D O FM O U R N IN G

A . A fternotificationof line-of-duty deathiscom pleted;flagsatall jurisdictions’
properties(governm entcenter,fire stations,schools,etc.)should be lowered tohalf-
staff inhonoroffallenfirefighter.

B . Flagsatjurisdiction’spropertiesshould rem ainathalf-staff from date ofdeath
throughthe date of com m ittal.

C . Flagsatfire stationsshould rem ainathalf-stafffora period of30daysfrom date of
death.Funeral bunting,if used,should alsorem ainonfire stationsfor30daysfrom
date ofdeath.

D . A fternotificationof line-of-duty deathiscom pleted,badge coversshould be placed
acrossthe face of eachm em ber’sbadge.B adge covershould rem ainfor30daysfrom
date offinal com m ittal.

V . ST A T IO N PR EPA R A T IO N S

A . The deceased m em ber’sfire stationand departm entsignatfire adm inistrationm ay be
draped inblack bunting tosym boliz e m ourning.

B . B lack clothm ay be drapesaround the frontofthe building and apparatusbay doors.
C . Sim ilarly the apparatusisdraped inblack .
D . B lack wreathsm ay be placed onthe grille work ofthe apparatusand clothdraped on

the frontand sides.
E. If apparatusistak enoutof service forthe durationofthe funeral,the draping canbe

done alm ostim m ediately.
F. If the apparatusistobe used inthe funeral processionasa hearse,all red warning

lightsare tobe covered withblack bunting orblack tape and N O T turned on.
G . A ll bunting will be done withdignity and honor.

V I. SER V IC ES O FFER ED BY FU N ER A L T Y PE

A . Funeral Servicesfor L ine-of-D uty D eath

Servicesm ay include,butare notlim ited tothe following:
1. M em orial service toinclude butnotlim ited toC ounty and D epartm ent

officials.
2. H onorguard escortof cask etatm em orial service,grave-side and visitation.
3. Presentation/static display of colorsatgrave-side and m em orial service by the

H onorG uard
4. U tiliz ationoffire apparatusasa hearse (subjecttofam ily’srequest)
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5. Static display ofA m ericanFlag
6. Escortof fire apparatustoinclude m em bers’ owncom pany
7. Static display offire apparatusand departm entuniform ed personnel along

pre-planned funeral processionroute
8. B ell cerem ony
9. Personal escortoffam ily m em bersby Prince G eorge Fire and EM S
10. B adge shrouds
11. B agpipersand D rum s
12. “L astA larm ”cerem ony
13. “TA PS”
14. Pallbearers
15. Stationbunting
16. V ehicle bunting
17. W alk through
18. L owering ofcounty flags
19. C haplain

B . Funeral Servicesfor N on-L ine-O f-D uty D eath

Servicesm ay include,butare notlim ited tothe following:

1. H onorguard escortof cask etatm em orial service and grave-side by H onor
G uard

2. PresentationofC olorsand/orstatic display of C olorsatm em orial
service/graveside by H onorG uard

3. Static display offire apparatusand departm entuniform ed personnel along
funeral processionroute

4. Static display ofA m ericanFlag
5. Escortof fire apparatus
6. B adge shrouds
7. B agpipes
8. “L astA larm ”cerem ony
9. Pallbearers
10. Stationbunting
11. V ehicle bunting
12. W alk through
13. C haplain

N ote: These proceduresand form ationsare accepted courtesiesbutactasa guideline
only and m ay be adjusted depending uponexisting conditionsatfuneral hom e,
church,orfam ily m em ber’swishes.


