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The City Hall, to include all the City Departments, City Council 
Members and the Mayor are extremely excited to partner with 
the Clinton Herald to provide updates on what is happening in 
Clinton.  The Parks and Recreation Center was sending out the 
Lighthouse updates prior to this and teaming with the Clinton 
Herald made sense to expand the content while ensuring we 
were getting to all the households in Clinton.

This inaugural edition covers the upcoming three months.   
So there will be four (4) editions each year.  The focus is on the 
upcoming events, updates on projects and happenings from the 
eyes of the City.  Topics will range from solid waste and recy-
cling, to Engineering projects, Financial updates, helpful hints, 
Fire Department History, Police’s new electric three wheeled 
Riverview Park vehicle, the return of “The Trolley” with a new 

ADA compliant wheel chair lift and route, MTA - Non-Emergency 
Medical Transportation (NEMT), this summer’s Sewer/Road 
projects, and Upcoming Recreation events to include the Pool 
opening!! 

We look forward to your comments and feedback as well, on 
positive items, things to add or improve.  It is our honor and priv-
ilege to server the outstanding Citizens of Clinton.  We Celebrate 
Clinton and look forward to seeing you out and about in this 
beautiful weather!!

The building and neighborhood services department 
would like to remind the Citizens of Clinton to register 
vacant/abandoned buildings.  The Clinton City Council 
created through ordinance #2545 Chapter 104 of the 
Code of Ordinances.  Chapter 104 created the regis-
tration of vacant/abandoned buildings within the City 
of Clinton limits.  This ordinance requires that owners 
register abandoned buildings in order to help identify 
potential nuisance properties and enhance communi-
cation between the City and property owners.

It is unlawful to own or maintain an abandoned 
building in the City of Clinton without an abandoned 
building registration certi�cate.  This certi�cate must 
be obtained from the Building and Neighborhood 
Services Division within thirty (30) calendar days 
after any building in the City becomes abandoned or 
vacant.  Failure to register an abandoned or vacant 
building, or providing false information to the City 
is unlawful.  The application can be obtained on the 
City of Clinton website at www.cityofclintoniowa.us 

or at Building and Neighborhood Services of�ce at 
City Hall.  There is a $40 registration fee that is due 
annually.  Failure to apply or renew may result in 
a civil citation, as well as penalties of $10 per day 
for every day the building remains unregistered or 
non-renewed.  

Citizens are encouraged to contact BNS at  
563-244-3360 to report possible vacant/abandoned 
buildings.  Please assist us in this matter, so we are 
able to clean up our City. 

As spring is sprung and the weather is getting nicer, build-
ing or remodeling projects are starting to bloom.  Be sure 
to come to City Hall – Building and Neighborhood Services, 
to get your building permit before any work begins.  Roofs, 
fences, decks, and accessory structures, AND URBAN 
CHICKENS, all need building permits.  If you are unsure if you 
need a building permit, call.  Working without a permit can 
get costly, as fees double and you could be subject to civil 
citations.  Getting a permit is a simple process, only takes 
minutes, and we would be glad to assist you.  Thank you for 
your cooperation, and SAFE AND HAPPY BUILDING!

All property occupied by anyone (including family members) 
other than the legal owner of record, is considered rental prop-
erty under the law and required to be inspected whether or not 
rent is collected.  Per Iowa Code and our Clinton City Ordinance, 
rental properties need to be registered and pass inspections to 
ensure they meet the minimum health and housing standards 
(Chapter 155).  If you have rental property that isn’t registered, 
you need to get it registered right away to avoid penalties. 

If you have a rental that is due for inspection, and have a 
schedule that can be tricky, please call ahead as re-scheduling is 
costly and time consuming.
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