
 
 

 
 
 
 

TENTATIVE AGENDA 
 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
 CITY HALL  

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
105 E. CENTER ST., SIKESTON MO 

 

MONDAY, JUNE 26, 2023 
5:00 P.M. 

 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

II. RECORD OF ATTENDANCE 
 

III. OPENING PRAYER 
 

IV. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
V. ITEMS OF BUSINESS 

A. 1st & 2nd Reading, Emergency Bill #6315, Amendment to FY23 Budget Amendment 
Ordinance 

B. Approve Request for Conditional Use Variance-In Home Daycare at 1116 Pollard Plaza 
C. Renewal of Convention & Visitors Bureau (CVB) Agreement 
D. Authorization to Purchase Two New SUV Patrol Vehicles 
E. Authorization to Purchase Used Patrol Car 
F. Authorization to Purchase Various Vehicles for Public Works Department 
G. Authorization to Purchase Hazmat Items Using Bootheel Local Emergency Planning 

Committee Grant  
H. Award Bid 23-66, City Depository/Investments 
I. Discussion – Knox Box Requirements 
J. Other Items as May Be Determined During the Course of the Meeting  

 

   VI.  ADJOURNMENT 
 
Dated this 21st day of June 2023. 
 
 

 Rhonda Council   
Rhonda Council, City Clerk 
 
The City of Sikeston complies with ADA guidelines.  Notify Rhonda Council at 471-2512 (TDD Available) to notify the City of any 

reasonable accommodation needed to participate in the City Council’s Meeting. 
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Council Letter 
 
Date of Meeting:   23-06-26 
  
Originating Department:  Finance Department 
 
To the Mayor and City Council:   
 

Subject:   First and Second Reading of Bill Number 6315, Amendment of the FY23 Budget Amendment 

Ordinance 

Attachment(s): 
1. Ordinance 6315 

 
Action Options:     

1. Conduct the first and second reading of Bill Number 6315. 
2. Approve Bill Number 6315 
3. Other action Council may deem appropriate. 

 
Background:     
 
 Bill Number 6315 amends Ordinance 6308 which amended the FY23 Budget to reflect material 
appropriations as a result of activities since its original adoption in June 2022.  This amendment is only 
for the General Revenue Fund.  Some departments did not have purchase orders prepared for pending 
expenditures and some expenditures were not anticipated.   
 

 This Ordinance is adopted as an emergency measure to meet the budget restrictions of the City 
of Sikeston’s 2023 fiscal year.  Staff requests the approval of Bill Number 6315. 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 

City of Sikeston 



BILL Number 6315  ORDINANCE Number 6315 
 
 

THIS BILL AS ADOPTED SHALL BECOME EMERGENCY ORDINANCE NUMBER 6315, 
AND SHALL AMEND ORDINANCE NUMBER 6308, THE FY-23 BUDGET AMENDMENT. 

 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SIKESTON, MISSOURI, AS 
FOLLOWS: 

 

SECTION I: General 

A. Codification: 

1. This ordinance shall not be codified as part of the SIKESTON MUNICIPAL CODE. 

2. Ordinance Number 6308 is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 

SECTION II: Appropriations 

A.  General Fund 0010: The sum of $15,369,189 is hereby appropriated out of 
revenues accruing to the City, transfers from other funds and fund balance, for the 
payment of operating and capital expenses, for designated governmental services. 

SECTION Ill: Repealer. Any other ordinances or part(s) thereof inconsistent herewith are 

hereby repealed. 

 
SECTION IV: Severability. Should any part or parts of this ordinance be found or held to be 

invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction, the remaining part or parts shall be severable 
and shall continue in full force and effect. 

 
SECTION V:  Emergency Clause.  This Ordinance is adopted as an emergency measure to 
meet the budget restrictions of the City of Sikeston’s 2023 fiscal year. 
 

SECTION VI: Record of Passage: 

A. Bill Number 6315 was introduced to Council and read the first time this 26th day of June 
2023. 

 
B. Bill Number 6315 was read the second time this 26th day of June 2023, discussed, and 

was voted as follows: 
 

Baker_______, Leible ________, Lindsey ________, Robison _______, 
 

Teachout________, Williams _________, Turnbow _________, 
 

thereby being ___________ and becoming Ordinance 6315. 

C. Upon passage by a majority of the Council, this Bill shall become Ordinance 6315 and 
shall be in full force and effect immediately. 

     
 
   
                
        Greg Turnbow, Mayor 

 
 
 

________________________________________  
Approved as to Form 
Tabatha Graham, City Counselor 
 
SEAL/ATTEST: 
 
 
 
        
Rhonda Council, City Clerk 
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Council Letter 
 

 
Date of Meeting:   23-06-26 
  
Originating Department:  Department of Community Development 
 
To the Mayor and City Council:   
 
Subject:   Conditional Use Variance for an In-Home Daycare 
  
Attachment(s): 

 
1. Letter of Request 
 
2. Application 
 
3. Plat 

 
4. Requesters Documents 

 
Action Options:     
 
1. Approve/Disapprove Request 

 
2. Other action Council may deem appropriate 
 
Background:     
 
Staff received a request from Glen and Lillie Beasley for conditional variance use for an in-home 
daycare, to be located at 1116 Pollard Plaza, Sikeston, Missouri. The property is zoned R-1 
(Single Family Residential). Mrs. Beasley has already been approved by the state and the city 
for her daycare, she is currently seeking a conditional use variance because the daycare is in 
her home.  
 
 
The Planning and Zoning committee met June 13, 2023 and it passed favorable 
recommendation to approve the rezoning request.  
 
 

  
 

 

City of Sikeston 











1 

 

Council Letter 
 
Date of Meeting:  23-06-26 
  

Originating Department:  Governmental Services 

 
To the Mayor and City Council:   
 
Subject: Convention and Visitors Bureau (CVB) Operating Agreement Renewal 
 
Attachment(s): 
 

1. CVB Operating Agreement 
 

Action Options:     
 

1. Approve Renewal of the CVB Operating Agreement 
2. Other action as Council may deem appropriate 

  
Background:     
 

In June 2020, the City of Sikeston entered into a contract with the Sikeston Regional Chamber of 
Commerce for Tourism Marketing & Promotion Services for a period of three (3) years that is set to 
expire on June 30, 2023.  This agreement would renew the previous agreement for an additional 
three (3) years, commencing on July 1, 2023 and continuing through June 30, 2026. 

 

   

City of Sikeston, 
MO 



Convention and Visitors Bureau Operating Agreement 
 
This Convention and Visitors Bureau (“CVB”) Operating Agreement (“Agreement”) entered into 
as of the 26th day of June, 2023, by and between the City of Sikeston (“City”) and the Sikeston 
Regional Chamber of Commerce (“Chamber”). 
  
WHEREAS, the City and Chamber desire that the Chamber provides Convention and Visitors 
Bureau services on behalf of the City, the parties hereby agree as follows:  
  
1) Term. The term of this agreement shall be a period of three (3) years, commencing on July 

1, 2023, and continuing through June 30, 2026. 
 

2) Renewal. This agreement may be renewed by mutual consent of the parties for additional 
three year periods. 

  
3) City Obligations. 

a) City shall remit to the Chamber all proceeds of City’s guest tax received during the term 
of this contract within 30 days of receipt by the City, subject to the following exceptions:  
i) In that the Chamber currently does not meet Missouri Division of Tourism 

requirements for certification as a Destination Marketing Organization (DMO), the 
City shall retain its certification as Scott County’s DMO. 

ii) As the Scott County DMO, the City shall be responsible for all tourism marketing and 
promotional activities associated with approved Missouri Division of Tourism 
Promote Missouri Fund – Marketing Matching Grant Program(s).   

iii) Until such time as Chamber is certified by the Missouri Division of Tourism as Scott 
County DMO, the City shall retain from City’s guest tax proceeds an amount equal to 
the local funding match as listed in the Missouri of Division Marketing Matching Grant 
Application.   

b) City shall in a timely manner forward to the Chamber all invoices payable by the 
Chamber under this agreement. 

c) City shall maintain www.visitsikeston.com domain name and will transfer control of that 
website to the Chamber.  

d) City shall port the existing 800 number for the CVB to the Chamber, and the Chamber 
shall port that number back to the City should this agreement terminate or expire. 

e) City shall give username and password for existing CVB Facebook page to the 
Chamber. 

f) City shall transfer to the Chamber digital copies of all files relevant to ongoing CVB 
services. 

g) City shall transfer to Chamber existing stock of brochures, stationary, and other existing 
hard copy marketing materials.  

  
4) Chamber Obligations. 

a) Chamber shall promote Sikeston and Scott County as a tourist and visitor destination 
through marketing, public relations, and visitor services, and shall strive to increase 
overnight visitor stays.  

b) Guest tax funds received from the City shall only be used for the purpose of promoting 
and funding tourism marketing and promotional purposes.  

c) Chamber shall process all inquiries and information requests received by the DMO from 
marketing/promotions funded through the Promote Missouri Fund Program. This data 
shall be compiled and distributed to the City and Tourism Advisory Board on a monthly 
basis. 



d) In its capacity as CVB, Chamber shall represent the Sikeston and Scott County 
hospitality industry as a whole regardless of individual businesses’ affiliation with or 
membership in the Sikeston Regional Chamber of Commerce.  

e) Chamber shall maintain the CVB webpage (www.visitsikeston.com).  
f) Chamber shall maintain the existing CVB Facebook page. 
g) Chamber shall pay within 30 days any invoices forwarded by City which are payable by 

the Chamber under this agreement.   
i) Wayfinding Sign Program: 

(1) Chamber shall pay on behalf of the City for the remaining term of wayfinding sign 
contract with Geograph Industries, Inc. (see Exhibit A – Existing 
Contracts/Agreements).   

(2) Chamber shall maintain existing wayfinding signs and any more that are to be 
installed under the City’s existing contract with Geograph Industries, Inc. 

(3) Chamber shall coordinate with the City and obtain city manager approval of 
design and installation of signs and monuments still pending under the contract 
with Geograph Industries, Inc. 

ii) Other existing agreements. 
(1) Chamber shall pay on behalf of the City the following agreements and contracts, 

until termination dates of said agreements and contracts (see Exhibit A – Existing 
Contracts/Agreements):   
(a) DSW Signs for billboards on I-55 and US-60. 
(b) Visitors Information Center contract with Sikeston Cultural Development 

Corporation. 
(c) Revize website design/maintenance.  

(2) Renewal of existing contracts/agreements upon their termination shall be at the 
discretion of the Chamber. 

(3) Chamber shall enter into or renew contacts/agreements in the Chamber’s name 
even if existing contracts/agreements assumed under this agreement were in the 
City’s name. 

h) Chamber shall obtain and maintain designation from the Missouri Division of Tourism as 
the Designated Marketing Organization (DMO) for Scott County as soon as Chamber is 
eligible per Missouri Division of Tourism rules, and shall comply with all State reporting 
requirements. 

i) Chamber shall comply with State Marketing Fund grant requirements, including 
reporting.   

j) Chamber shall submit to City monthly financial statements reflecting Sikeston Lodging 
Tax expenditures, data compilation and analysis of marketing efforts.   

k) Chamber shall not take any action, or enter into any agreements, that create any 
obligations, indebtedness or liabilities in behalf of the City.  

l) Tourism Advisory Board.  
i) Chamber shall regularly hold meetings with the City’s Tourism Advisory Board, which 

meeting times and meeting frequency shall be determined by the Tourism Advisory 
Board.  

ii) Chamber shall advertise and hold meetings with the Tourism Advisory Board, and 
maintain records thereof, in compliance with the Missouri Sunshine Law.  

iii) Chamber shall prepare minutes of Tourism Advisory Board meetings and submit 
them to the Tourism Advisory Board for review and approval. Chamber shall forward 
approved Tourism Advisory Board minutes to City immediately following approval, for 
review and acceptance by the City Council.  



iv) Chamber shall comply with the Missouri Sunshine Law as applicable to CVB 
operations, meetings, and records. Chamber shall immediately notify City of any 
records requests made under the Missouri Sunshine Law.   

 
5) Relationship of the Parties. In its role as providing CVB services on behalf of the City, the 

Chamber shall not be considered an employee, agent, or representative of the City, but shall 
be considered an independent contractor.   
 

6) Termination.  
a) Either party may terminate this agreement with or without cause upon six (6) months 

written notice to the other party. 
b) Upon termination or expiration of this agreement, Chamber shall return control of 

www.visitsikeston.com, the CVB Facebook page, and CVB files to the City.  
  
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Agreement as of the day and year first 
above written.  
 

  

CITY OF SIKESTON   SIKESTON REGIONAL CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE 

      

Greg Turnbow, Mayor   Marcie Lawson, CEO and President 

      

Attest:      

      

Rhonda Council, City Clerk     
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Council Letter 
 

 
Date of Meeting: 23-06-26  
 
Originating Department:   Department of Public Safety  
 
To the Mayor and City Council: 
 

Subject:  
 
Award State Vendor Patrol Vehicle 
 
Attachments: 
 
 1.    Quote from State Contracted Dealership 
 
Action Options: 

1. Award State Contract Patrol Vehicle 
2. Other action Council may deem appropriate. 
 

Background:   
 
The Department of Public Safety is requesting to purchase two (2) 2023 Dodge Durangos from 
Landmark Dodge at the price of $84,270.00 and use remaining budgeted dollars to outfit it with 
necessary equipment.  The funds for the car and the equipment needed to outfit it were included in 
the FY24 budget for DPS.   The car will be assigned to our frontline Patrol fleet and will replace 
vehicles that will be surplused soon. 

City of Sikeston 
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Council Letter 
 

 
Date of Meeting: 23-06-26  
 
Originating Department:  Department of Public Safety  
 
To the Mayor and City Council: 
 

Subject:  
 
Approve Purchase of Patrol Vehicles 
 
Attachments: 
 
 1.    MSHP invoice/quote 
 
Action Options: 
 

1. Approve Purchase of (1) 2020 Patrol Vehicles 
 

Background:   
 
The Department of Public Safety is requesting approval to purchase one (1) used AWD Highway 
Patrol 2020 Dodge Charger at the price of $23,000.   The purchase of this car was included in the 
FY24 budget.  The remaining budgeted funds will be used to outfit the cars with emergency 
equipment. 

City of Sikeston 





 

Council Letter 
 

 
Date of Meeting        23-06-26 
 

Originating Department:  Public Works    
 
 

To the Mayor and City Council: 
A 
 

Subject: Authorization to purchase vehicles (DPW) 
  

Action Options: 
1. Seeking authorization to purchase used/new vehicles. 
2. Other action the City Council deems appropriate. 

 
Attachments: 

1. 2024 fleet management plan for Public Works and Community Development. 
 
Background: 
 
Public Works is seeking to purchase several vehicles this year that are in the current 

budget for various divisions. Over the past 2 years we have had great difficulty 

finding/ordering work vehicles that were available. This year we are seeking council’s 

authorization to find and purchase used/new vehicles wherever we can find them to 

serve our needs. This includes the following: 

• ¾ ton work truck – Building Maintenance - $45,000.00 Budget 

• 1-1½ ton flatbed work truck – Parks - $75,000.00 Budget  

• 1-1½ ton flatbed work truck – Streets - $75,000.00 Budget 

• 1 ton dual axle work truck – All Divisions - $70,000.00 Budget  

 

 
 

City of Sikeston 
 



FY2024 Fleet Management Plan (Public Works / Community Dev) 
 

Streets 

• Purchase New 1 Ton Flatbed Truck ($75,000) 

 

Parks 

• Reassign Terry’s ½ Ton Pickup to Comm Dev (Marty) 

• Reassign Matt’s ½ Ton Pickup to Comm Dev (Jason) 

• Reassign Billy’s ¾ Ton Pickup to Matt (Parks) 

• Purchase New 1 Ton Flatbed Truck ($75,000) 

• Install New Flat Bed on Existing 1 Ton Flatbed Truck 

• Purchase new 22’ heavy duty tilt bed trailer 

 

Building Maintenance 

• Purchase Used ¾ Ton Pickup for Billy (preferably with tool box) 

• Reassign LCRA ¾ Ton Flatbed Truck to Chuck (Bldg Maint) 

 

Garage 

• Reassign Marty’s ½ Ton Pickup to Scott (Garage) 

• Purchase 1 Ton Dually Truck  ($70,000) (Assign Oversight to Paul – Garage) 

 

LCRA 

• Reassign ¾ Ton Flatbed Truck to Chuck (Bldg Maint) 

• Reassign all LCRA Trailers to DPW – Surplus/Discard Some 

 

Planning 

• ½ Ton Pickup – Barry’s keeps current vehicle 

• ½ Ton Pickup – Bruce keeps current vehicle 

• ½ Ton Pickup – Andy keeps current vehicle  

• Reassign Terry’s ½ Ton Pickup to Marty 

• Reassign Matt’s ½ Ton Pickup to Jason 

• Reassign Marty’s ½ Ton Pickup to Scott (Garage) 

• Reassign Jason’s ½ Ton Pickup to Paul (Garage) as a Spare Vehicle 
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Council Letter 
 

 
Date of Meeting: 23-06-26 
 
Originating Department:  Department of Public Safety  
 
To the Mayor and City Council: 
 
Subject:  
 
Local Emergency Planning Committee/District (LEPC/LEPD) 
 
Attachments: 
 

1. Introduction of LEPC Grant. 
2. Quotes for the project covered by the LEPC Grant. 
3. Contract between City of Sikeston and Bootheel LEPC.  
 

Action Options: 
 

1. Request approval to accept grant. 
2. Request approval to proceed with quoted projects. 
3. Request approval to enter contract with LEPC for grant writing.  
 

Background:   
 
Sikeston DPS is requesting we enter into a contract with the Bootheel LEPC for a grant for Hazmat 
items. Sikeston DPS has written the grant for Bootheel LEPC/Sikeston DPS and has been awarded 
$27,230.83. Sikeston DPS has picked the items we felt best fit the needs of the city and would like to 
continue with the purchase of these items. We are requesting we enter into a purchase agreement 
with JSR Environmental to purchase a large amount of hazmat booms and pads. This total was $14, 
336.82 which was roughly $2,000 cheaper than the next quote. All other items are under the council 
approval threshold.  
 
The equipment purchased with this grant is approved will be paid for upfront by Bootheel LEPC. 
Once all items have been paid for and Bootheel LEPC shows proof of payment the city will reimburse 
the Bootheel LEPC up to the grant value which is $27,230.83.  

 
 
 

City of Sikeston 











































1 

 

Council Letter 
 

 
Date of Meeting: 23-06-26 
 
  
Originating Department: Finance Division 

 
 

To the Mayor and City Council:   
 
 

Subject:   Briefing, Award of Bid #23-66, City Depository/Investments 

 
  

 Attachment(s): 
Bid Analysis 
 

 Action Options:     
1. Award Bid# 23-66 to Montgomery Bank 
2. Other action Council may deem appropriate 
 

Background:     
 
 

Bids to become the depository for the City of Sikeston were opened on June 7, 2023.  The 
bid committee consisted of Finance Director Karen Bailey, City Treasurer Amanda Groves, 
Staff Accountant Chase Cogdill, and Account Clerk II Jessica Britton. 
 
Bids were sent to all local banks.  Responses were received from Southern Bank, First State 
Bank & Trust, First State Community Bank, First Midwest Bank, and Montgomery Bank. The 
bid is for a one year contract with the option to renew or rebid annually. After review, it is the 
recommendation of city staff to award the bid to Montgomery Bank.  Signers on the account 
will be City Treasurer Amanda Groves, Staff Accountant Chase Cogdill, Account Clerk II 
Jessica Britton, and Mayor Greg Turnbow. 
 
The current rate with Southern Bank is a fixed 2.03% APY.  The proposed bid from 
Montgomery is a variable rate, however, based on the U.S. Treasury rates on 06/08/2023 
awarding the bid to Montgomery would result in an increased revenue of more than 
$500,000.   

   

City of Sikeston 
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Bid #23-66 Analysis 
 
 

Rates as of 06/08/2023 
 
1 month t-bill rate              
91 day t-bill rate  
Federal Funds interest rate  
3 month CMT  

 
 
5.15% 
5.22% 
5.25% 
5.46% 

  

First Midwest 

< $50,000 

>$50,000 
 

 
0.25% 

2.02% 

  

First State Bank & Trust 

91 day t-bill rate less 150 bps 

Cap of 4%, floor of .40% 
 

 
3.72% 

  

First State Bank & Trust 

91 day t-bill rate less 150 bps 

Cap of 4%, floor of .40% 
 

 
 

  

Southern Bank 

83% of 91 day t-bill rate 

ceiling of 5% 

floor of 1% 

Fixed rate  
 

 
4.33% 
 
 
3.5% 

  

First State Community Bank 

75% of Fed Funds Interest Rate 
 

 
3.94% 

  

Montgomery Bank 

3 month CMT - .5% 
 

 
4.96% 
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Council Letter 
 

 
Date of Meeting: 23-06-16 
 
Originating Department:  Department of Public Safety  
 
To the Mayor and City Council: 
 
Subject:  
 
Knox Box 
 
Attachments: 
 

1. Case Studies 
 

Action Options: 
 

1. Request to keep the program for Knox Box use under the current 2018 IFC 
 

Background:   
 

The program has been in place prior to 2010 and has been an invaluable asset to the 
protection of both Life Safety and Property conservation.  
 
1. What the requirement is, when Knox boxes are required, etc. 
 
 The current requirement and procedure Sgt. Whitley and I enforce. New Construction 

buildings, change of occupancy and major renovation buildings must have a Knox 
Box. But we do not stop the forward progress of a business from obtaining a license 
or operation because they do not have a Knox Box. Interconnected buildings are a 
priority where stand alone buildings are given more leniency. We currently use this 
method of discretion to help relieve the burden of chasing off small business but still 
try to maintain the level of safety and security a Knox Box Offers   

 
2. The actual language from the fire code that requires them.  
 
SECTION 506 KEY BOXES 
 
506.1 Where required. Where access to or within a structure or an area is restricted 

because of secured openings or where immediate access is necessary for life-saving 

City of Sikeston 
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or fire-fighting purposes, the fire code official is authorized to require a key box to be 
installed in an approved location. The key box shall be of an approved type listed in 
accordance with UL 1037, and shall contain keys to gain necessary access as 
required by the fire code official. 

 
506.1.1 Locks. An approved lock shall be installed on gates or similar barriers where 

required by the fire code official. 
 
506.1.2 Key boxes for non standardized fire service elevator keys. Key boxes provided for 

non standardized fire service elevator keys shall comply with Section 506.1 and all of 
the following: 
1. The key box shall be compatible with an existing rapid entry key box system in use 
in the jurisdiction and approved by the fire code official. 
2. The front cover shall be permanently labeled with the words “Fire Department Use 
Only—Elevator Keys.”  
3. The key box shall be mounted at each elevator bank at the lobby nearest to the 
lowest level of fire department access. 
4. The key box shall be mounted 5 feet 6 inches (1676 mm) above the finished floor 
to the right side of the elevator bank. 
5. Contents of the key box are limited to fire service elevator keys. Additional elevator 
access tools, keys and information pertinent to emergency planning or elevator 
access shall be permitted where authorized by the fire code official. 
6. In buildings with two or more elevator banks, a single key box shall be permitted to 
be used where such elevator banks are separated by not more than 30 feet (9144 
mm). Additional key boxes shall be provided for each individual elevator or elevator 
bank separated by more than 30 feet (9144 mm).  Exception: A single key box shall 
be permitted to be located adjacent to a fire command center or the non-standard fire 
service elevator key shall be permitted to be secured in a key box used for other 
purposes and located in accordance with Section 506.1. 
 

506.2  Key box maintenance. The operator of the building shall immediately notify the fire 
code official and provide the new key where a lock is changed or rekeyed. The key to 
such lock shall be secured in the key box. 

 
3. Why we support having them (safety, response time, property damage, etc.).  
 

Support for the Knox box program comes from all avenues of the job we perform. With 
out a Knox Box for example Wendell apartments would be replacing a new door every 
week as it’s a locked facility and no one staffs it 24/7. This is an issue because we 
often enter this building for Life Safety of the residents, false alarms, actual Fires and 
calls. Without a Knox Box I’m certain a life of a resident would be lost, the apartments 
could have burned down and we would have caused unnecessary damage to the 
building.  
 

Safety is a priority of the department as well as property conservation in fact it is the 
main focus of Fire departments everywhere to Save Lives and Property. If we have to 
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break open a store front door and there is a fire we have no way to control air flow and 
prevent the fire from flowing through the building unnecessarily. If a fire starts in an 
adjoining business the uninvolved business needs to be inspected for extension of the 
original fire. An unaffected business without a Knox box will then suffer a loss of a 
door and building security for no reason when all it took was for the Department to 
open a Knox Box retrieve a key and do what work needs to be done and then 
resecure the same business as it was found.  
 

We often deal with overly extended wait times for business owners to respond when 
an alarm has been set off. If we are unable to address this issue immediately we may 
be holding up the ability of the department to correct the issue. If the issue is nothing 
then no harm or foul has happened. If there are items on fire in the building that are 
not easily observed from the store front (example, storage area) the fire is now going 
unchecked causing damage which can be prevented.  
 

The damage we may do to a door or store front is completely avoidable when a Knox 
Box is in place we avoid damage even when we are warranted to cause necessary 
damage.  
 

4. Estimated cost of the box.  
 

Minimum cost for the box $487.00 plus tax, Installation cost on average by a 
contractor is $350.00.  

  
5. Other Information 

  
The Knox Box program is a well established nation wide program. Locally Cape 
Girardeau, Poplar Bluff and Jackson all use the Knox Box program. The box can be 
tied to an alarm system. It can be recess mounted. The keys to access them are 
strictly specific to the city. They are near impossible to pick, break open, or remove 
from a building without causing major damage.  There are a multitude of things which 
can be discussed.  
 

 
 
 



1601 W. DEER VALLEY RD. PHOENIX, AZ 85027 | T. 800-552-5669 | F. 623-687-2290 KNOXBOX.COM

Protecting university property presented its own 
set of challenges. As with any major campus, the 
university faced occasional vandalism and theft.  
The fire department, specifically, dealt with 
tampering of its sprinkler systems and theft of its 
chrome and brass Fire Department Connection 
(FDC) caps. In addition to the costly repair, the fire 
department’s ability to protect a building during a fire 
is severely threatened when the FDCs are damaged, 
blocked with debris or missing due to theft.

The need to keep people and property safe were 
most crucial in resident life buildings, where students 
enter in and out 24 hours a day. That is why, nearly 
ten (10) years ago, Chief Gibbs and ASU sought to 
identify a solution that would address this need and 
could be implemented university-wide.

SOLUTION

Safety: First responders can gain 
immediate, safe building access to 
all campus buildings with one master 
key in an emergency

Protection: Minimize forced entry, 
protect property from damage and 
reduce injury to responders

Installation: 650+ KnoxVault dual 
lock keybox providing two-authority 
access (local fire department & ASU 
Police/Fire Marshal group)

PROBLEM
Protecting visitors and property throughout ASU’s 
five Phoenix campuses is no easy task. In fact, 
Chief Gibbs, who has worked at the university 
for 30 years, recalls the challenge emergency 
responders faced when trying to enter a building:
“Emergency responders would need to wait for 
campus police to arrive at the building they were 
trying to enter. Then they would have to wait for 
campus police to locate the correct key. That or 
they would have to enter by force.”

CASE STUDY

As the Fire Marshal for Arizona State University 
(ASU), Chief James Gibbs is tasked with 
ensuring the safety of thousands of students, 
faculty, staff and visitors that use the hundreds 
of buildings across the university daily. Knox Building Access

ASU chose Knox entry system due to:

Protection: Knox FDC Locks protect 
both the intake and discharge sides of 
the fire protection systems, ensuring 
clear and reliable connections  
during fire emergencies

Security: Costly chrome and brass 
cap replacement could now be 
eliminated as the Knox FDC Locks are 
secured onto the FDCs and can only 
be opened by the Fire Department

Installation: 1,200+ Knox 2.5”  
FDC Locks

ASU chose Knox locking FDC caps  
due to:

Knox FDC Protection

Increasing Campus Safety at Arizona State University (ASU)
BUILDING ACCESS AND FIRE DEPARTMENT CONNECTION (FDC) PROTECTION

Arizona State University



ABOUT KNOX COMPANY

Over forty years ago, a unique concept in rapid access for emergency response 
was born. The KnoxBox™, a high-security key lock box, was designed to provide 
rapid access for emergency responders to reduce response times and protect 
property from forced entry.

Today, one revolutionary lock box has grown into a complete system providing 
rapid access for public safety agencies, industries, military, and property owners 
across the world. The Knox Company is trusted by over 14,000 fire departments, 
law enforcement agencies, and governmental entities.

KNOX COMPANY
1601 W. DEER VALLEY RD
PHOENIX, AZ 85027

T. 800.552.5669
F. 623.687.2290

KNOXBOX.COM
INFO@KNOXBOX.COM

RESULTS
ASU was one of the first major universities to implement Knox products. The buildings at ASU are now secured 
with FDC locking caps and equipped with key vaults to allow first responders immediate access in an emergency. 

For more information, please call 800.552.5669  

or visit knoxbox.com

Chief Gibbs - ASU

Knox streamlined our entry process for all  
buildings and improved our emergency response 

time. This aids my department’s ability to keep our 
university community and facilities safe.

"

"

DEPLOYMENT
Chief Gibbs and ASU turned to Knox, the first company 
to take on the challenge of developing a rapid entry 
system specifically designed for firefighters.

Knox Rapid Access System provided Chief Gibbs 
and ASU the ability to protect students, faculty, 
staff, visitors and property by providing a complete, 
secure key control system to campus facilities. 

To increase security measures and response, 
the KnoxVault dual lock key vault was chosen to 

provide dual-authority access into buildings. One 
lock is keyed to the local fire department and the 
other lock allows ASU Police and the ASU Fire 
Marshal group to also gain access.

Additionally, the Knox FDC protection program 
helps Chief Gibbs and ASU protect both the intake 
and discharge sides of the university’s water-
based fire protection systems, ensuring clear and 
usable connections during fire emergencies.

Knox FDC devices help prevent any kind of 
vandalism or trash being thrown in the sprinkler or 
standpipe system. This ensures our fire department 

personnel can respond appropriately and 
efficiently. It’s also a big cost-savings because we 
don’t have to pay for those systems to be cleaned 

or replaced nearly as often.

"

"Chief Gibbs - ASU

ARIZONA STATE UNIVERSITY

Phoenix  •  Lake Havasu City  •  Tempe  •  Glendale  •  Mesa
5 CAMPUS LOCATIONS:

Buildings549 Students, staff,  
faculty and visitors
on a daily basis100K



SOLUTION

Safety: First responders can gain 
immediate access to potential 
hazards and emergency info.

PROBLEM
First responders need quick, unobstructed 
access during a school emergency. It’s crucial 
for them to know what potential hazards they 
face inside, such as toxic chemicals. They 
need floor plans, locations of shut-off valves 
and keys to locked interior doors. Absent this 
information, they can lose time forcing entry or 
face harmful exposure to hazardous chemicals.

The Swansea Fire Department in Swansea, 
Massachusetts, lacked that critical component 
— a readily accessible, secure location with 
access keys and vital information about 
the building layout, potential hazards and 
occupants. They needed a solution that would 
accomodate both fire and police access.

CASE STUDY

Knox Document Cabinet™
Swansea Fire Department chose the 
Knox Document Cabinet due to:

Ensuring Campus Safety at Six Public Schools in Swansea, MA
INTERIOR ACCESS FOR EMERGENCY RESPONDERS

DEPLOYMENT & RESULTS
Knox Document Cabinets have been installed 
in six schools in Swansea, Mass. Both the 
Swansea Fire and Police Departments have 
immediate access to hazardous material 
information, Safety Data Sheets (SDSs), 
floor plans and keys to open critical locked 
areas so they can mitigate property damage 
and injuries from forced entry and potential 
exposure to harmful chemicals. 

Chief Haider - Swansea Fire Department

The Knox Document Cabinet provides rapid 
access for both Fire and Police personnel 

to critical information about building 
layout, potential hazards and occupants.

"

"

Ample Storage: Large capacity to 
store up to 231 keys, floor plans, 
hazardous material data, evacuation 
procedures, pre-fire plans, etc.

Quality: Drill-and-attack resistant, 
constructed of 10-gauge plate steel.

Easy Access: The dual-lock system 
allows both fire and police to access 
vital documents and keys in a single, 
central storage location.
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