


 

Council Letter 

 
Date of Meeting:   14-10-27 
  
Originating Department:  Public Works Department 
 
To the Mayor and City Council:   
 
Subject:   Briefing on Wakefield Bridge Project 
 
Action Options:     
 

1. No action required at this time 
 

Background:   
 

It was several weeks ago when the City Council voted to award the bid for the replacement of 
the Wakefield Bridge project.  Shortly after, there arose funding issues within the federal 
government, and it put our project on hold.  Those issues have since been resolved, and we are 
now moving forward on this project.  The contracts for the construction work were signed last 
week, and the pre-construction meeting with the consultant and contractor is scheduled for 
November 3rd.  We will issue a notice to proceed at that meeting, and we will expect work to 
begin in the very near future. 

 
Darrall Hirtz from Waters Engineering anticipates the construction, once it begins, taking around 
8 weeks to replace the bridge, and reopen the road to traffic.  Please note that this does not 
figure in bad weather days.  The contractor would most likely return in early April to complete the 
asphalt overlay (due to temperature reasons). 
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Council Letter 

 
Date of Meeting:   14-10-27 
  
Originating Department:  Public Works Department 
 
To the Mayor and City Council:   
 
Subject:   Briefing on Winter Operations 
 
Action Options:     
 

1. No action required at this time 
 

Background:   
 
As winter approaches, the Department of Public Works is beginning to make preparations for 
the snow and ice we may face again this winter.  This involves looking at equipment, supplies 
and methods.  We began by looking at equipment.  Of our four dump trucks that plow snow, we 
are in the process of replacing the oldest three.  We are replacing trucks that in are 20 years 
old.  This will be a huge improvement.  The technology and equipment have improved greatly in 
20 years.  We are also acquiring a snow plow for our front end loader, which will give us another 
tool.   
 
We looked at supplies next.  Although hard to find and expensive, we have purchased rock salt 
to use for treating icy roads.  We should be in good shape to handle a few storm events.  We do 
hope to find more as the year progresses at lower prices.  We have also begun researching the 
mixing and storage of salt brine with MoDOT staff.  We hope to test the use of salt brine to 
pretreat roads this winter. 
 
Finally, we look at our methods.  This involves determining the priority of roads to be treated.  
We have primary and secondary areas that we look at first before we go into residential areas.  
These include intersections, curves, bridges, and high volume roads.  We also are analyzing the 
school bus routes. 
 
So as winter approaches we are checking equipment and supplies, and making sure we are as 
ready as we can be. 
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Council Letter 

 
Date of Meeting:   14-10-27 
  
Originating Department:  Public Works Department 
 
To the Mayor and City Council:   
 
Subject:   Briefing on Public Works Building 
 
Action Options:     
 

1. No action required at this time 
 

Background:   
 

Council has already approved the repairs to the Public Works building.  We would like to report 
one small change in the plans.  After council approval, we began to work toward letting a project 
to have the electrical, phone and data wiring removed from the trusses and reinstalled after the 
trusses were replaced.  In the discussions we had with electrical contractors, and our own 
investigations, it became obvious that the complexity of the work and the sensitivity of the timing 
were going to make letting the project very difficult.  We have instead decided to allow our DPW 
staff work with Stockade to remove the necessary wiring and reinstall it when appropriate.  We 
think this will make for a less complex project.  The cost savings may allow us to replace some 
lights and heaters that are in dire need of replacement.  This also allows us to wire the finished 
product to exactly what our needs are, rather than simply replacing what had been there.  We 
also have the flexibility to work with Stockade in whatever timing requirements they may have, 
which would have been difficult for a contractor.  We think overall it is a great move. 
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Council Letter 

 
Date of Meeting:   14-10-27 
  
Originating Department:  Public Works Department 
 
To the Mayor and City Council:   
 
Subject:   Authorization to Award Bids for Painting of Bleachers at VFW Field 

 
Action Options:     
 

1. Authorize Award 
2. Other action Council may deem appropriate 

 
 
Background:   
 
As part of the Capital Improvement Plan for the Parks & Recreation Department, we have 
solicited bids for the painting of the bleachers at the VFW baseball field.   These have already 
bid once unsuccessfully in the recent past.  We are opening bids on Friday afternoon 
(10/24/2014).  The timing of the project is critical, so we are asking for the consideration of the 
council for this item.  It is a budgeted item.  We apologize for the lack of notice prior to the 
meeting, but time was of the essence.   
 
The bids will be submitted as an attachment at the meeting. 
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Council Letter 

 
Date of Meeting:   14-10-27 
  
Originating Department:  Public Works Department 
 
To the Mayor and City Council:   
 
Subject:   Authorization to Award Bids for Backstop Replacement 

 
Action Options:     
 

1. Authorize Award 
2. Other action Council may deem appropriate 

 
 
Background:   
 
As part of the Capital Improvement Plan for the Parks & Recreation Department, we have 
solicited bids for the replacement of backstops at four different ball fields at the Sikeston 
recreation complex.   These have already bid once unsuccessfully in the recent past.  We are 
opening bids on Friday afternoon (10/24/2014).  The timing of the project is critical, so we are 
asking for the consideration of the council for this item.  It is a budgeted item.  We apologize for 
the lack of notice prior to the meeting, but time was of the essence.   
 
The bids will be submitted as an attachment at the meeting. 
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Council Letter 

 

 
 
 
Date of Meeting:  14-10-27 
  
Originating Department:  Administrative Services   

 

To the Mayor and City Council: 
 

Subject:  Relocation Policy 
 
Attachments: 

1. Ordinance 5969 
2. RSMo 523.200-523.205  

 
Action Options: 

 
1. Approve Ordinance 5969 
2. Disapprove Ordinance 5969 
3. Other action Council may deem appropriate 
 

Background: 
 

During the current TIF process, it was discovered the City’s relocation policy, needs to 

be updated from the most recent adoption in 1999.  The reference to the policy is included in 

the redevelopment plan for the 60 West TIF proposal. 
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BILL NO.     5969                                                       ORDINANCE NO. 5969 
 

 

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING ORDINANCE NO. 5250 AND ESTABLISHING A 

NEW POLICY FOR THE RELOCATION OF BUSINESSES AND RESIDENCES 

DUE TO REDEVELOPMENT PLANS ADOPTED PURSUANT TO CHAPTERS 

99, 100 AND 353 OF THE REVISED STATUTES OF MISSOURI. 

 

WHEREAS, on February 22, 1999, the City Council adopted Ordinance No. 5250 establishing a 

relocation policy applicable to any plan, project, or area for redevelopment under the operation of Chapter 

99, Chapter 100, or Chapter 353 of the Revised Statutes of Missouri, in accordance with the requirements 

of Sections 523.200 and 523.205 of the Revised Statutes of Missouri; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Missouri General Assembly subsequently amended Sections 523.200 and 

523.205 of the Revised Statutes of Missouri, and the City Council finds it necessary and desirable to 

repeal Ordinance No. 5250 and adopt a new ordinance establishing a relocation policy that conforms to 

the revised provisions of Missouri law; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

SIKESTON, MISSOURI, AS FOLLOWS: 

 

Section 1. Ordinance No. 5250 is hereby repealed in its entirety.  

 

Section 2.   The provisions of Sections 523.200 to 523.205 of the Revised Statutes of 

Missouri, as amended, are hereby incorporated herein as if expressly set forth and are adopted as the 

Relocation Policy of the City with respect to any plan, project or area for redevelopment under the 

operation of Chapter 99, Chapter 100 and/or Chapter 353 of the Revised Statutes of Missouri, as 

amended.   

 

 Section 3.   The sections of this Ordinance shall be severable.  If any section of this 

Ordinance is found by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, the remaining sections shall remain 

valid, unless the court finds that the valid sections are so essential to and inseparably connected with and 

dependent upon the void section that it cannot be presumed that the City Council has or would have 

enacted the valid sections without the void ones, unless the court finds that the valid sections, standing 

alone, are incomplete and are incapable of being executed in accordance with the legislative intent. 

 

Section 4.   Record of Passage: 
 

 A. Bill number 5969 was introduced to the City Council and read the first time on this 27
th
 

day of October, 2014. 

 

 B. Bill number 5969 was read for the second and final time and discussed on this 3
rd

 day of 

November, 2014, and final passage thereon was voted as follows: 

 

Burch _______, Depro ________, Gilmore ________, 

 

Graham________, Harris _________, Teachout _________, and Pullen   , 

 

thereby being _________. 

 

 C. Upon passage by the City Council, this bill shall become Ordinance 5969 and shall be in 

full force and effect from 30 days after its passage.   

 

 

 

  

                           Mayor Jerry Pullen 

 

 

  

Approved as to form 

Chuck Leible, City Attorney 

 

SEAL/ATTEST 

 

 

  

                 Carroll L. Couch, City Clerk 
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Council Letter 

 

 
Council Letter:  14-10-27 

  
Originating Department:  Department of Governmental Services 
 
To the Mayor and City Council: 
 
Subject:  Briefing/Award of 2015 Domestic Violence Surcharge Funding Application 
 
Attachments:       

1. House of Refuge: Narrative, Nature of Services Provided 
2. House of Refuge: 2014 Report of Services Provided 
3. House of Refuge: 2014 Summary of those Assisted by Census Classification 
4. House of Refuge: 2015 Statement of Proposed Services  

 
Action Options: 
 1.  Action as Council may deem appropriate. 
 
Background: 
 On September 29, 2014 the House of Refuge for Abused and Battered Women submitted an 
application for funding, seeking $6,500 during calendar year 2015.  This application met all municipal 
requirements, and the funding request is being submitted for Council review and approval.  The 
combined fees carried over from 2014 plus 2015 collections should meet or exceed the Shelter’s $6,500 
funding request.  
 
 An overview of the attachments follows: 
 
 Nature of Services Provided: Overnight shelter, food, medical services, children’s services, 
mental health and/or drug abuse counseling, transportation, referral to other state and federal assistance 
programs, permanent housing referral services, employment services and abuse prevention education. 
 
 Individuals Served, 2014:  During the period January 1 through August 31, 2014 the Shelter 
assisted 85 individuals of whom 72 were residents of Sikeston. Of that group 50 were women and 22 
were children. Their ages served ranged from under 17 to over 59. Those served were of the following 
races:  Caucasian – 51%; African-American - 45%; Hispanic – 2%; and multiple-race – 2%. 
 
 Services Provided, 2014: During the period January 1 through August 31, 2014 the Shelter 
provided the following services:  crisis intervention, emergency ex parte, full protection orders, 
transportation, and referrals.  They provided assistance to women who were pregnant, disabled or in 
need of mental health services.  The Shelter’s Crisis Line processed 303 calls.  
 
 It is staff’s recommendation to approve $6,500 in funding from Sikeston Municipal Court’s 
Domestic Violence Shelter Surcharge Fees to the House of Refuge for Abused and Battered Women. 
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Council Letter 

 

 
Council Letter: 14-10-28 

  
Originating Department:  Department of Governmental Services 
 
To the Mayor and City Council: 
 
Subject:    Interim Appointment to Park Board  
 
Attachments: 

A.  Resignation of G. Wendell Weathers 
 

Action Options: 
 A.  Make Interim appointment 

B.  Other action as may be deemed appropriate  
 

Background: 
 Staff is in receipt of G. Wendell Weathers’ resignation from the Park Board, effective 
immediately.  At this time staff requests Council make an interim appointment to fill the remainder of Mr. 
Weathers’ term.  Information to assist Council in this action follows: 
 

Remaining Park Board Members:  Rod Anderson, Paul Cohen, Jackie Cowan, Chad Crow, 
Susanne Chitwood, Jason Davis, Jeff Hay, and Larry Williams 
 
Qualifications for Appointment:  Must be a citizen of Sikeston.  No member of municipal 
government may be appointed to the board (RSMo 90.520) 
 
Length of term:  Interim term ends in September 2015. 
 
Resource Bank Applicants (all meet residency requirement):   
 Jared Straton, 1302 Primrose Drive 
 Ellen Brandom, 115 Greenbrier 
 Holly Greene, 912 Stanford 
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Council Letter 

 

 
Date of Meeting:  October 27, 2014 
 

  
Originating Department:  City Manager 
 
 

To the Mayor and City Council:   
 
 

Subject: Holiday Office Hours 
 
 

Attachment(s): 
 

1. None 
 

Action Options:     
 

1. Briefing Only 
2. Other Action Council May Deem Necessary 

  
Background:     
 
Per city policy, the following upcoming holidays will be observed by the city unless directed 
otherwise by City Council.  
 
Wednesday, November 26: City offices open all day 
Thursday, November 27: Thanksgiving, full-day holiday  
Friday, November 28: Full-day holiday 
 
Wednesday, December 24: Christmas Eve, half-day holiday (closed at noon) 
Thursday, December 25: Christmas, full-day holiday 
Friday, December 26: City offices open all day 
 
Wednesday, December 31: City offices open all day 
Thursday, January 1: New Year’s Day, full-day holiday 
Friday, January 2: City offices open all day 
 
The cost to close city offices and give city employees an additional full-day holiday (for instance, on 
December 26) would be approximately $10,900. The cost of an additional holiday is due to the fact 
that if a holiday is declared, city employees that still have to work (such as Public Safety Officers) 
would then have to be paid double time. The cost of an additional half-day holiday would be $5,450. 
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