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3.3.2 Parcels transected by one or more zoning district boundaries. 
 

A. The use regulations for the less restricted portion of such parcel may extend not more 
than 30 feet into the more restricted portion, or, by special permit, not more than 
100 feet into the more restricted portion. In such applications, the Special Permit 
Granting Authority shall first determine that the proposed use will have no 
detrimental impact on abutting properties and uses. This provision does not apply to 
overlay districts. 

 
B. The area, frontage, and setback requirements of §5.1 shall be determined based on 

the requirements of the district where at least 50% of the proposed structure will be 
located. 

 
3.4 Overlay Districts 

 

3.4.1 FP – Floodplain. The purposes of the floodplain district are to protect the public health, 
safety, and general welfare, to protect human life and property from the hazards of 
periodic flooding, to preserve the natural flood control characteristics and the flood 
storage capacity of the floodplain, and to preserve and maintain the groundwater table 
and water recharge areas within the floodplain. 

 
3.4.2 AP – Aquifer Protection. The purposes of the aquifer protection district are to protect, 

preserve and maintain present and potential sources of public and private water supplies 
including their recharge areas, conserve the natural resources of the town, and prevent 
temporary and permanent contamination of the environment due to adverse land use 
practices. 

 
3.4.3 RRB – Rural Business. The purpose of the rural business overlay district is to preserve 

the scenic rural character of the route 9 corridor, while allowing for commercial 
development that is in keeping with adjoining uses and in harmony with the natural 
environment. This district allows for the potential of economic development while 
minimizing the impacts to the rural character of the corridor. 
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4.9 Overlay District Regulations 

 
4.9.1 Floodplain 
4.9.2 Aquifer Protection 
4.9.3 Rural Business 

A. Purpose. The purposes of the Rural Business District are to: 
1. Allow for commercial development that is in keeping with adjoining uses and in harmony 

with the natural environment. 
2. Preserve the scenic rural character of the route 9 corridor.  
3. Promote economic development along a heavily traveled state highway. 
 

B. District Delineation 
1. The general boundaries of the Rural Business Overlay District are shown on the “Rural 

Business Overlay District” Map dated (Month of STM Approval), 2022. 
 

C. Use Regulations 
1. The Rural Business District is established as an overlay district over the Rural Residential (RR) 

district. Any uses permitted in the RR district by right or by special permit shall continue to 
be permitted by right or by special permit.  

2. Reference to Existing Regulations. All development in the Rural Business Overlay District, 
including structural and non-structural activities, must be in compliance with the dimensional 
and parking requirements as required in the RR district, unless otherwise specified for each 
permitted use in this section. 

3. Permitted Uses. The following uses are allowed by right in the Rural Business Overlay 
District: 
a) All uses allowed by right (Y) in the Rural Residential (RR) District. (refer to section 4.2 

Use Table) 
4. Uses Permitted by Special Permit and Site Plan Review. The following uses are allowed by 

Special Permit and Site Plan Review (see section 7.4.2) in the Rural Business District: 
a) All uses allowed by special permit (SP) in the Rural Residential (RR) District. (see section 

4.2 Use Table) 
b) Business, Finance, or Other Professional Offices 
c) Office or clinic for health services 
d) Self-service Storage Facility 
e) Light Industry (see section 2.2 Definitions) 
f) Tank Farm 

• Limited only to the storage of gases including natural gases, propane, 
methane, butane, and ethane.  

• Tank farms shall adhere to a setback requirement of 125 feet from the 
nearest residential property line and 200 feet from the nearest residential 
structure in order to protect the welfare and safety of abutting 
neighbors.   

 
5. Prohibited Uses. The following uses are prohibited in the Rural Business Overlay District: 

a) Auto Salvage Yards (see section 2.2) 
b) Junkyards/Automobile Graveyards (as defined in MGL c. 140B section 1) 

6. All uses permitted by Special Permit in the Rural Business Overlay District shall have a 50-
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foot buffer and shall include a 20-foot vegetated buffer that screens the use 
 

D. Special Permit Approval Criteria. The SPGA may grant a special permit after a duly noticed 
public hearing in accordance with §7.2 of this Zoning Bylaw provided it finds that the proposed 
use: 
1. Will be designed to avoid substantial disturbance to the natural environment to include (but 

not limited to) soils, topography, drainage, vegetation, and ground water; 
2. Is in harmony with the purpose and intent of this ordinance and will promote the purposes of  
3. the Rural Business Overlay District; and 
4. Is consistent with the existing and probable future development of surrounding area. 
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