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Tawn of West Bridgewater, Massachuastis
Community Preservation Commitiee
Application to Regueat CPA Funds

Wonder if your profect iv elfgikle for CPA funds? - Befom filing ot tla applicaion, you may svbmitan
aptional orre-page summary of youe joject to the Community Preservation Commides (CPG) %Mm
dotermine ellgibifity for Community Prasanation Act funds and discuss funding wiorities. The CPCwilhalda
meeting o review ihe project summary. Attendance st Inis meeting, while uol mandatary, will ansure thet any
guestions the CPC may have during lhe review process witt be snswared promptly. ’

AppHcation Instructions: Pleae email a pdf of ihe application to Cheryl Cambria, CPC Chair &t
whllacevay@verizon.ret.

ARpRGH N Patahver iy Feprmany i will be wmw recamiandation attha N‘I‘Iuﬂ Tuwn Mﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂ: ¥
Fehrary 16 falls on & holiday a7 weekend, plenso eubmit by 1ha follswing buginpss day, Applicants may request
an fitension by eontacting the CFC Ghalr priot to February 16th, The CBE Chair wit timsidar such a requoasion
a uaso-iny-caEe basis and s urkder ne ohligation fo grant eny requestod extensions.

Clroks One or More Project Gefegoties:
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Relpats yaur project may requlte bonding? YoyNoj  Natasure
bs this nequiest cortingant on other fundlng? Yes @ (' yus, axplaln [ reapanes to Quastion 5)




‘The War Memarial Park Dam and fishway, owned by the Town of West Bridgewater, are in need of
maintenance and repairs. The dam was last reconstructed i 1300 and underwent extensive repairs in
2001, which included the installation of a barrler dam te direct fish to the fishway entrance. The fishway
is an older notchad weir-pool design in degraded. Repair or raplacemant of the fishway is needed In the
near future to ensure that sea run fish, such as river herring and American aal, can migrate to ypstream
habitats. Staff from the Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries (MA DMF) met with Chris lannitelli
{the West Bridgewater Recreation Commission Reprasentative} and representatives from the Town
Rivar Fishery Committea during the summer of 2017, to discuss improving fish passage at War Memorial
Park. All parties agreed that the first step should be to hire an engineering firm to evaluate the existing
dam, and if warranted, redesign the dam ond fish ladder. The engineering study Is being undertaken
now with 2018 funding, and was planned and budgeted to evaluate one nature-like fishway alignment in
comparison to the other optlons being considered (reconstructing the axisting weir-poal fish ladder or
replacing the existing ladder with a deni! fish ladder). in the intetim, minor repairs to the fishway walls
and weirs can be made by the MA DMF Fishway Crew as an In-kind contribution, with assistance from
the Town River Fishary Committes. The repair work ¢an be completed on existing fichways under a
Reguest for Datormination of Applicability to the Conservation Commission and a MA DMEF Flshway
Permit.

$ubstantial work Is being done throughout the Taunton River watershed to improve fish passage and to
restora acological connectivity. Within the Town River, a study investigating the feasibility of removing
the High St. dam was complated and more advanced design plans and early permitting are underway.
Improving fish passage at the War Memorial Park dam, the next dam upstream, would support efforts
downstream and throughout tha Taunton River watershed, Gnee migratory fish pass the War Memortal
Park dam, they have unobstructed access up to Lake Nippenicket, one of the largest natural lakas in
eastern MA, in the MIll River, anothar Taunton River tributary, three dams wera removed and the fast
rebuilt to inciude fish passage, allowling river herring to migrate into Lake Sabbatia in the spring of 2018
for the first time [n over 200 years. Rlver herring are able to migrate past both dams on the Town River
currantly, however repairs of the existing structures are overdue, and improved fish passage designs will
be more conducive to increased run sizas,

Restoring the dam and Improving fish passage at War Memorial Park will include rapairs to tha stone
retaining walls, which will also Improve the aesthetics of the park, This park is on the National Register
of Historic Places and an important community resaurce, thus it Is important to ensure thatitis
structurally sound and safe as wall as an attraction for locals and tourists. This project achieves both
Community Preservation Plan (FY16-FY20} priorities by improving an existing recreation area and natural
resource, and preserving a historic community resourca. Ona of the historic preservation goals In the
West Bridgewater Community Preservation Plan is to “continue to sitpport the Tawn's ongoing efforts to
preserve and restore the historic structures at the War Memorial Park.” Based on preliminary
assessments of the site and potential abutting property and accessibility constraints, the Town and MA
DMEF have determined that an evaluation of an additional layout for the nature-tike fishway is warranted
in order to adequately evaluate which alternative would best meet all of the project’s goals and
selaction ctiteria. The Town has also identified a concern of malntaining flows through the canals within




the park, and which alternative(s) can best avoid continuing sedimentation {due to lack of flows) and
establishment of emergent vegetation that requires costly removal. The MA DMF has baer overseeing
design and construction of fish ladders for mare than 80 years, with support and funding from locai
communities, other governmental groups, and nongovernmental organizations, and includes
professional biologists and fishway construction spacialists.

To support this additional work, we are requesting an additional $10,000; the additional assessment will
entail the following tasks:

1. Develop a second nature-like fishway fayout for revigw by tha Town and MA DMF

2. Conduct supplemental field survey/assassments of the area proposed for the second layout

3. Assessthe impacts and benefits of each aiternative on flow/sediment maintenance ¢oncerns for
park channels

4. Complete hydraulic modeilng analysis of the second layout

Davelop sections and profiles of fishway alternatives

€. Complete additional comparative criterla assessment, cost estimation, and harrative description
of the sacond {ayout

7. Conduct a stakeholder meeting to obtain input on alternatives evaluation and facilitate selaction
of the preferred alternative
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